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Political 
Attitude: 13 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 
(Vorgituender des Aufaiofatarata) of: 

Vereinigte Industrieunternehmungen AG 
^ ? A G ) , Ber l in; 
Vereinigte Aluainiua T7erke AG, Berl ia 

pen Elektrowerke AG. Vienna, 
n ä e B e r g b a u AGJGrufc 

santenberg, etc» 
Hiss Bel 

Member of the Board of Directors 
(Mitglied des Aufsichtsrats) of: 

Reichskreditgesellschaft AG, Ber l in , 
R ^ ^ m g t a l l Borsig AG, Berl in 
SHelnaichTest^i l i scSss Elektariait&fo»~ 

werk AQ? Bason 
Deutsches Nacht lcht^buro GmbH (DNB), 

Berl in, etc«, 

Bir th Date and Place: 13 December 1882; Rostock. 

Family History: Hie fa ther , Fr iedr ich Trendelleburg, was professor of 
surgery a t the Univers i t ies of Rostock, Bonn and Leipslgo His mother 
was Charlot te FabzlciuSo He married Klara Schasd©l| they have three 
chlldrsao 

Education: Trendelenburg attended gymnasium in Leipclg and Boj^i 
and subsequently studied law a t tho un ivers i t i e s of Bopn and Leipslgo 

Work and P o l i t i c a l History: Trendelenburg passed his examination for the 
Lg'her" c i v i l aarvice (Referendar) in 1906. In 3.908 he obtained the 

rank of Gorichtsassessor and was employed (Hi l fsarbai ter ) i n the Reich 
Ministry of J u s t i c e and 3a te r in the Department of tho In t e r io r (Reich-
samt des Innern^«, In 1918 (Apr i l ) , he was t ransferred to the Department 
öf5^B^öh^Edcs~T^eich3wirtsclu-'f samt), obtaining the rank of Minis te r ia l 
Director (Min i s t e r l äT^ö^c l i l o r ' ) i n 1922«, By 1932 he had advanced t c 
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TRENDELENBURG, Ernst «2~ RKSTRIgTED 

WoA and Political History (cont'd»)» 

the position of State Secretary (Staatssekretär) in the Reich Ministry 
of Economics (Reichswirtcchaftsministeriua).» ' Fro» 1932 to 1933 he 
served as Assistant Secretary General of "The League of Kations (l»nter-
generalsekretär des Völkerbundes). 

Trendelenburg began his business career under the Nasi regime• In 
193k he became Chairman of the Board of Directors (Vorsitzender des 
Aufslchtsrats) of Vereinigte Industrieunternehj^ingennrQnivlAG)» " 
BeTlin, the Reich holding company which controlled vast industriell 
properties throughout German, and he obtained leading positions in 
industrial firms owned by or affiliated with VIAG» He was Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the following subsidiaries of VIAGi 

Vereinigte Industrieunternehaiungen AG, Berlin, the largest German 
aluminum producing concern which accounts for about seventy percent 
of German output, 
Alpen Elefctrowerke AG, organised by the Nazis after the annexation of 
Austria which controls the major power works of Austria, 
Deutsche Industriewerke AG, Berlin, producing metals and machinery, 
EleSfCrowerk'e™jic7 Berlin, electric power works, 
Innwerka AGff München, electric power works, 
Ilse Borjfoau AG, Grabe Ilse bei Senftenberg, one of eormany's old and 
lapbr^änx~coal mines, in which HAG is one of the largest stockliolders, 
(about 26J6), 

AG für Deutsche Elektrizit&towirtschaft, Berlin, 
ii 1 11 IM • ail • • mm*1' • I m i W»MIM«I»' m I—1 liHiiniiiMi«iii«lriTii • « w m i •—11 m i « i—»mnm»»—i » i r 

Trendelenburg was a member of the Board of Directors of: 

ReictokredUtgesollachaft AO, Berlin, a bank owned by HAG, which serves 
the"Hnanc'ial needs of the VIAG enterprises in addition to regular com­
mercial and industrial banking transactions, 
Doutschs Revisions und Treuhand AG, Berlin, 
0ber8chle3ische Stickstoffwerke AG, K&nigshutte, & VIAG subsidiary manu-
f «turiag" nitrates, 
Süddeutsche Kalkstickstoffwerko AG, Trostberg, (nitrates), 
Bayrische Stickstoffwerke AGy Berlin, (nitrates) 
Rheinisch Westfälisches Elektrizitätswerk AG, Essen, the most powerful 
German public utilities holding company, 
Rheinmetall^ Boraig A6r, one of the largest German machinery producing 
concerns, which Goring comj^ne acquired in 1938, 
Deutsches Nachrichtenbüro GmbH (DNB), Berlin, the official German news 
agency, 
Eildienstfor private und amtliche Handelsnachrichten GmbH, Berlin a 
commercial' news "agency« 

•»Under the Republic the former ReichsBmter were transformed into Ministries„ 
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Work and Political History (cont'd,); 
• imi»i n u n i-n ir|--i - T • - w  

In addition to his powerful business connections Trendelenburg held 
important positions in Nazi organisations for the control of German 
economy» V*'hen the Nazis established their system of corporative 
organisation of German business in 193k, Trendelenburg was appointed 
Head of the National Group In<£ustry (Leiter der Reichagruppe Indus­
trie^, the most important of the seven national groups forming part! 
of the system. The National Group Industry exercised organisational 
control over the entire German industry. Although Tren&alenbui'g later 
relinquished this position, he remained a member of the Advisory Board 
(Grosser Beirat) of the National Group Industry« He was, furthermore, 
Chairman of the Foreign Trade Office (Auseeniiandelaausschuss) of the 
National Group Industry« 

Trendelenburg was Deputy of the Head of the Reich Economic Chamber 
(Erster Stellvertreter des Leiters der Reichswirtschaftakammer)f The 
Reich" Economic Chamber controlled and coordinated the activities of 
all Genaan Chambers of Commerce and Gau Economic Chambers, as well 
as the National and Economic Groups. In.the Reich Economic Chamber 
he was head of the Trade Division (Handelspolitischer Ausschuss). 

Trendelenburg received the title of Tehrwirtschaftsführer from tho 
Nazis which was granted only to keyraen in the German economy who are 
in excellent standing with the Nazi Party, He holds the rank of 
Sjtandartenffthrer in the SS. 

Summaryt As Chairman of the Board of Directors of VIAG, the Reich holding 
company, and as chairman or member of the Board of Directors of such 
major German Industrial concerns as Vereinigte Aluminium WerkeAG, 
Alpen Elektrowerke AG, Ilse Bergbau AGT^n^nle^^e^pMischea 
ELelctrisltfttswerkAQ, etc., as well as by his positions in the "Nazi 
a&ainistratioa of German business (Head and later member of tho Ad­
visory Board of the National Group Industry, Deputy of the Head of the 
Reich Economic Chamber, etc.), Trendelenburg has had an important part 
in planning and executing Nasi economic policies• 

Sources« Tier Ist's, 1935 
ger Leitet, 19la/h2. 
Würdenträger im Dritten Reich, 1&3 
OSSlfource S, lÖ-September 1942. 
OSS, R&A, 1910, 25 July 19UU. 22 June 19u5 
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This record is a summary of such intelligence (fron one or more sources as indi­
cated) as was available at the time of preparation. It may consequently be sub­
ject to amendment by additional or ..ore recent intelligence« Index numbers and 
letters are solely for indexing statements in the report« 
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