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OFFICE OF US CHIEF OF COUNSEL
APO 403, US ATMY
INTERRCGATION DIVISION

Nurnberg, Germanye
1 November, 1945

Bricf of
Interrogation of Karl STROELIN
by
1t (jg) John B. Martin.
31 October 1945 (A & IM)

STROELIN was qucstioncd with rcgard to his knowledge of the oper-
ations of thc Dcutsches Ausland Institute. He states that he had been
made an Honorary T'resident of the Ofganization in 1933 and that its
Managing Dircctor was Dre Ructtiger, At this samc time, STROELIN be-
camc lMayor of Stuttgart and claims that his primery interest in the DAX
was its possible usc in advertising Stuttgnrt as the Home of Germans
Abroad, He claims that o certain amount of friction existed between
himself and his mrnaping dircetor because he attempted to usc the Insti~
tute to publicize the city and thc persomncl of the organization felt
that he dicd not understand its morc far-rzaching purposcs.

He says that the functions of the DAL werc purcly cultural, in-
volving the gathering of ~11 availablc information with regard to the
activitics of Gemuans abroad and with rcgard to the living and working
conditions in such countrics for thc usc of Germans who might be going
abroad, Hc statcs that the Institutc was carcful to avoid mixing in
any mattcrs of a political naturc becausc this was the function of other
organizations, such as thc .0, and thce DAI would have had trouble if it
had gotten out of its purcly cultural ficld.

The Institutc mointained large foreign nowspaper files, a card in- ;%
dex of Gemans ond German orgenizotions abroad, a lending library, a mep i |
department, a gencalogical department, a film lending library, a book ‘*3

exchange, a”book-forwerding service, and o magazine ccitori-l scrvice. o
In addition, STROELIN also cncouraged the maintcnance of an Umwelt luscum, e
in ordor to increasc the understanding of Germans of the countrics to
which they were going or in which they werc living, upon the theery that
better understanding by Germans of such countries would leacd to better
understanding of Germans by the natives of thosc countrics in which they were
livj.n{’; .

Questioned in regard to the magazine publicized by the DAL, STROELIN
statcs that, insofar as hc knows, it dcalt with no political subjects but
primarily with mattors of German activitics abroad, based upon informe
ation obtaincd from thc newspaper filcs of the orgenization and upon such .
occasional letters as th.y might have reccived from members.

STROELIN shows a strangc lack of knowl dge’of dectails of the organ-
ization which hc might well bec cxpected “o know, He is unable to
cstimate the number of the members of the orgenization nor docs he know
the procedurc by which thcy became memberse He says, in this conncction,
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that, at thc time he was given his position in the DI, its membership
was alrecady in existence and he had nothing to do with the problem of
& recruiting, He denics that therce was any organized systom of reporting
g or that any cffort was made to ottain materisl for governmental purposcse
" He recalls onc incident after the war with Russia had begun, when he wes

N advised that the Institute had beoen rimuested to preperc a map of the
15 Caucasus for the government. Ho states that he only romambered this
f; : fact becausc he happenced to request a mep of -the Caucasus at that time
& from the DAI and then lecarncd of the govermmental request, He docs not

, rccall -any other incidents where such requests werce made but says that
& they would not have been brought to his attention since requests for

5 naterial were made dircctly to the managing dircctor of the Institute,
b He states that the Tnstibutce was oncrated at first under the supcrvision
e of the linistry of the Intericr and thet a Dre Volkert dealt with nat.-
! ters affccting tnc DT, He rcealls havring made certain reports to Vol-

kert but docs not rccall the details of such rcports, which were made ir-
regularly and not in writing. Iatcr the Volitsdcuts che thtclstclle of

\
| b
) which "erner Lorcnz was chicf, had somc supcrvisory authority over thc
‘ D.‘LI .

|

1

STROELIN rcquested permission to mrke a statcment regarding matters
raiscd in the morming intcrrogntion with egard to the furnishing of maps
to the government for military purposcs. ~ He says that the DI was not
in a position to furnish any cctailed maps, but could only incicate on
large-scalc maps the location of knovm German groups. On the particular
nap of which hc rcceived a copy, he rcealls that names of placcs were
indicatcd in Russian and German, In rcoarc to his failure to recall the
number of members in the DAI, he states that the rccords of the DAI in=-
cluded orgenizations as well as namcs of individuals, so that a numcrical
account of thetotal would not have hecen of ~any meaninge In regard to the -
problem of untelligence gathering, he indicated that so far as he is awarc,
no instructions wcre cver given to Germans going abroad as to what they
should rcport or how thcy should rcport it.

Cn the question of financc, he indicated that all thesc mattcrs were
handled by his Finance Cfficer, Eiscnmenn, and states that he has no
knowlcdge of details, Funds for thce operation of the DAT camc from the
Ministry of the Intcrior, the Foreign liinistry, thce Volksdeutsche lMittel-
stclle, the city of Stuttgart, and from mambership fees, He cstimatcs

“that the actual budget was somcthing between 300,000 and 1 million Rife

Tith regard to the 40 (Bohle) he states that he was intcrested in
knowing thc extent and mcthod of their operation, but says they werc
very scerctive about what they were doing ~nd that he was unable to get
any satisfactory information from Bohle, He stresscs, however, that the
DAI had members but no organization as such in forcign countrics of the
form adopted by the AC, which involved the cstablishment in cach country
of Landcsgruppenleiter, who were responsible for all opcrations in that
country, Hec furthcr statces that the DAI had no closc rclntions with the
Volksbund fuer das Deoutschtum in lusland or with the Volksdcutsche Mittel-
stelle, which finally absorbed thc VDo
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If the functicns of the DLI werc as i
not appcar that the Institutc playcd any matcrirl part cither in the work

dicatod by Stroelin, it would

of foreign propagenda or in intclligence gathering. It appears that
STROELIN is telling thce truth so far as hc knows it; ~ncd thot, in spite
of his position 2s Honorary I'residert, hc was not informed on operating
details of the DAI. This conclusion is in accordance with that of other
interrogators who workcd with him at Cberurscl. His transfer to the
"Mtness "fing of the Nurnberg Jail is rccormmenced,




