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STROELIN was questioned with regard to his knowledge of the oper­
at ions of the Deutsches Ausland Institute«, He s t a t e s tha t he had been 
made an Honorary president of the Organization in 1933 and tha t i t s 
Managing Director was Dr. Ructtigcr0 At t h i s same t ime, STROELIN be­
came Mayor of S tu t tgar t and claims t ha t h i s primary in t e re s t in the DAI 
was i t s possible use in advert is ing Stu t tgar t as the Home of Germans 
Abroad. He claims tha t a cer ta in amount of f r i c t ion existed between 
himself and h is managing d i rec to r because he attempted to use the I n s t i ­
t u t e to publicize the c i t y and the personnel of the organization f e l t 
tha t he did not understand i t s more far-roaching purposes. 

He says tha t the functions of the DAI were purely cu l t u r a l , i n ­
volving the gathering of "21 available information vrith regard to the 
a c t i v i t i e s of Germans abroad and with regard to the l iv ing and working 
conditions in such countries for the use of Germans who might be going 
abroad. He s t a t e s t ha t t h e I n s t i t u t e was careful to avoid mixing in 
any matters of a p o l i t i c a l nature because t h i s was the function of other 
organizat ions, such as the AC, and the DAI would have had trouble i f i t 
had gotten out of i t s purely cu l tu ra l f i e l d . 

The I n s t i t u t e maintained large foreign newspaper f i l e s , a card in­
dex of Germans and German organizations abroad, a lending l i b ra ry , a map 
department, a genealogical department, a film lending l i b ra ry , a book 
exchange, a'book-forwarding service , and a magazine c d i t o r i - 1 serv ice . 
In addi t ion , STROELIN also encouraged the maintenance of an Umwelt Museum, 
in ordor to increase the understanding of Germans of the countries to 
which they were going or in which they were l i v ing , upon the theory that 
be t t e r understanding by Germans of such countries would lead to be t t e r 
understanding of Germans by the nat ives of those countries in which they wero 
l i v i n g . 

Questioned in regard to t h e magazine publicized by the DAI, STROELIN 
s ta tes t h a t , insofar as he knows, i t dealt with no p o l i t i c a l subjects but 
primarily with matters of German a c t i v i t i e s abroad, based upon inform­
ation obtained from the newspaper f i l e s of the organization and upon such . 
occasional l e t t e r s as th .y might have received from members. 

STROELIN shows a strange lack of knowl dgc'of d e t a i l s of the organ­
izat ion which he might well be expected .̂o know. He i s unable to 
estimate the number of the members of the organisation nor docs he know 
the procedure by which they became members. He says , in t h i s connection, 
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that, at the time ho was given his position in the DAI, its membership 
was already in existence and he had nothing to do with the problem of 
recruiting. He denies that there was any organized system of reporting 
or that any effort was made to obtain material for governmental purposes. 
He recalls one incident after the war v.äth Russia had begun, when ho was 
advised that the Institute had been requested to prepare a map of the • 
Caucasus for the government. Ho spates that he only remembered this 
fact because he happened to request a map of the Caucasus at that time 

£ from the DAI and then learned of the governmental request, He does not 
recall any other incidents where such requests were made but says that 
they would not have been brourht to his attention since requests for 
material were made directly to the managing director of the Institute» 
He states that the Institute was operated at first under the supervision 
of the Ministry of the Interior and that a Dr, yolkcrt dealt with mat­
ters affecting the D,',I» He recalls having made certain reports to Vol-
kcrt but docs not recall the details of such reports,, v;hich were made ir­
regularly and not in writing»' Later the Volksdeutsche Kittelstelle, of 
which ferner Lorenz waa chief, had some supervisory authority over the 
DAI. 

STROELIN requested permission to make a statement regarding matters 
raised in the morning interrogation with regard to the furnishing of maps 
to the government for military purposes. He says that the DAI was not 
in a position to furnish any detailed maps, but could only indicate on 
large-scale maps the location of known German groups. Cn the particular 
map of which ho received a copy, he recalls that names of places were 
indicated in Russian and German, In regard to his failure to recall the 
number of members in the DAI, he states that the records of the DAI in­
cluded organizations as well as names of individuals, so that a numerical 
account of thctotal would not have been of any meaning. In regard to the ' 
problem of intelligence gathering, ho indicated that so far as he is aware, 
no instructions were ever given to Germans going abroad as to what they 
should report or how they should report it6 

On the question of finance, he indicated that all these matters were 
handled by his Finance Officer, Eisenmann; and states that he has no 
knowledge of details„ Funds for the operation of the DAI cane from the 
Ministry of the Interior, the Foreign Ministry, the Volksdeutsche Kittcl-
stelle, the city of Stuttgart, and from membership fees» He estimates 
that the actual budget was something between 300,000 and 1 million RH« 

With regard to the AO (Bohle) he states that he was interested in 
knowing the extent and method of their operation, but says they were 
very secretive about what they were doing and that he was unable to get 
any satisfactory information from Dohle« He stresses, however, that the 
DAI had members but no organization as such in foreign countries of the 
form adopted by the AC, which involved the establishment in each country 
of Landosgruppenlcitcr, who were responsible for all operations in that 
country,, He further states that the DAI had no close relations with the 
Volksbund fucr das Deutschtum in Ausland or with the Volksdeutsche Mittol-
stelle, which finally absorbed the VDA» 
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I f the func t ions of t h e DAI were as i n d i c a t o d by fftroolin, i t would 
not appear t h a t t h e I n s t i t u t e played any m a t e r i a l p a r t c i t h e r i n t h e work 
of fo re ign propaganda or in i n t e l l i g e n c e g a t h e r i n g . I t appears t h a t 
STROELIN i s t e l l i n g t h e t r u t h so f a r as he knows i t 5 and t h a t , i n s p i t e 
of h i s p o s i t i o n a s Honorary p r e s i d e n t , he was not informed on o p e r a t i n g 
d e t a i l s of t h e DAI. This conclus ion i s in accordance wi th t h a t of o the r 
i n t e r r o g a t o r s who worked v&th him a t Oborurscls His t r a n s f e r t o t h e 
T T i tness , r ing of t h e Nürnberg J a i l i s recommended,, 


