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SPERRLE was intcrrognted with regard to the mecting of 21 Lpril 1938,
hcld to review plans for the attack on Czechoslovakia. He had no knowledge
of the meeting, but referrced to a lunchecon he had had with Hitler shortly
before the signing of the Munich Tact, at which he statos that Hitler said
it would be nccessary to usc forcc against Czechoslovakia sincc her oxist-
cnee was a threat to Germany in that it provided bascs of operation for
the Toles and Russians.  Sperrlc says that he was not of the same opinion
but that he said mothing becauso it was his general practice not to inter-
fere in mattcers of policy and further, becausc he undcrstood that another
general had been reprimanded for publicly teking a view on this matter
contrary to that of the Fuchrer shortly before this time. The part taken
by the \ir Forcc in thc occupation of the Sudetenland ancd the occupation of
the ramainder of Czcchoslovakia was according to Sperrle o minor once In
both cascs the ir Forcc was cxpected to be available to support the troops
if nccessary, and, in the casc of the Sudetenland, the troops were to drop
propaganda lcaflets. In fact, no incident occurrcd and it was not ncces-
sary to usc the .ir Forcc in support of thc troops. Orders for the impen-
ding action reached Sperrlc only shortly beforc the moves into Czechoslo-
vakia occurrcd in cach cnsce

Sperrlc has no knowledge of the meeting on 23 May 1939 called to dis-
cuss the attack on l'oland, He was not involved in the planning or dis-
cussions for thc T'olish cempaign and was moved shortly before this campaign
began with his entirc staff from lunich to Bad Orb to take up his new res-
ponsibility as Chicf of the Third .iir Flcct in the "est, '

He hnd no responsibility or knowlcdge of the proposcd campaign against
Norway and Denmark,

I'rior to thc campaign ~gainst Belgiur,Holland and Luxcmbourg, he was
called into confcrence in Derlin ~nd the Fuchrer at that time explained the § i
nccessity for the campaign egainst these countrics, stating that he expected gl
the campaign to be a short once Sperrlc décs not remember the details of e
this confecrence other thon as stated ahove, Hc stotces that he and meny of
his fellow officers were not of the samc opinion as the Fuchrer since they
anticipated that this action would ultimatcly bring the U.S. and Russia into
the war. '

He had no recsponsibility for tho campnign against Jugoslavia and
Greece and no knowledge of plans, He states that this action came as a
surprisc to him as he understood that Gocring was on very friondly relations
with thc Regent Paul.
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He had no r.sponsibility for any-mattcrs connccted with the Russian
campaign, :

He had no knowledge of any orders yith rcgard to thc trcatment of
foreign airmen and wmaintains that, so far as the Luftwaffc is concerncd,
its treatment of Allicd airmen was centirely correct and according to the
principles of intcrn~tional lawe ° He snys, further, thot if any order had
come to him regarding the killing or brutal treatment of captured Allied
airmen, he would h~ve rcfuscd to exceute it.

With regard to thc opcrations in the East against Czechoslovakia,
Poland, and Russia, Sperrlc states that Generals Stumpff and Kessclring
and Colonecl Brauchitsch, ~ide to Jodl, ean give much more complete in-
formation than he is ablc to do.
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I do not believe that therc is much further to be gained from Sperrle
by additional interrogdtion and cdo ot contamplatc interrog-ting him again
unless speeifie reducsts are made for interrogation on particulsr points
with regard to which he may be presuméd -to know somcthing,

His attitudc throughout the interrosation has becen ontircely cooperative
although his memory appcars to be weak with regard to details. In general,
it appcars that Sperrlc followed very carcfully his practicc of not in-
jecting himself into the political aspects of action contcmplated by the
Fuchrer or the High Command, nor docs he appe~r to have been consulted
frequently in these mattcers. As an old school gencral, he docs not scen
to have thought in his province to question the motives of his political
leaders,

No attempt has bcen m.de to intcrrogatc him with regard to the tactical
or strategic aspccts of his job ~s these matters do not appcar pertinent to
thc present casc, It is rccommended that he continuc to be held in the
Internment Section of the jail for corroboration on points which may arise
in othcr interrogations.



