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jftosBj SXORZEHI* ot to 

Nationality J Austrian 

Region» Vienna end Berlin. 

Birth date 
and placet 12 June 1$03, Vienna 

Major positions» S^bersrtim^annfuhrer and Lt,, Colo 
(Oberstleutnant) of the Yfei'fen-SS 

Former Head (Chef) of Section S (sabotage) 
of Amt VT in the Roichssioherh&itiAa^ttffit 
(RSHA) 

Former He«'id (Chef) of Section D (sabotage) 
cf the Ifilittoigcheo Amt of the RSHA 

Fa.u.ly History! • Skoreeny comes from a middle class famiJyj his fa i rer , 

Anion, was a construction engineer in Vienna. He i s i3a"rr5-ed<» 1 / 

Education and Y'ork 
History and P o l i t i ­
cal History« Skorseny attended Realschule and 'Ite_chnî \_3che Hochschule 

in Vienna and graduated as a construction er^inser"in,nBh"e 
earlf 1330*8• 1 / During his university years lie was a member of the German nation» 
a l l s t fraternity T&srco-aennia« 0 The members of this fraternity were known as radi ­
cal Qcnaan nationalists and as being in close contact with German r ight is t circles | 
and with >'}*zi organizations« Xp2/^ At the same time he also becaisä a member of the'* 
Steiriaaaer Hsimatschutz (Styrlan Home Guard) , the wing of the Heimkehr »hich spl i t 
öTF'1'romThe off'i~;ial Keimwahr organizati n because i t s members did not agree with 
Sts-phemberg's antillasi politics,? practically a l l members of the Steir^;che£jleij£at^ 
achatz beeaie members of the i l legal Nazi pai*by after 1933« 1 / 327" 

After termination of his studios, Skorseny held various 
positions as an engineer in building trade* 2/ However, his main interest was con­
centrated on politics? in Hay, 1932 ho joined" the Nazi P&ry in Vienna; he became a 
member of the Allgemeine SS on 1 February, 193U. \j At that time the ?!asi Party in 
Austria, and consequently aT30 the SS,, was already outlawad and the Nazis tr ied to 
force the Austrian Government to submit tc their wil l by a JFUfnof te r ror i s t ic ac­
tions in. Which members of the SS were instrumental«. 12/ Skorseny -was the leader of 
a motor squad of i l l ega l SS men -when the Germans invaded Austria in March 1938 and 
aub38qy.ent3y sewed as motor vehicle inspector of an SS~Abschnitt (SS group) in Aus­
t r i a , apparently entirely abandoning his civil ian occupation as a constructÄca engi­
neer« Xf At the outbieak of the wai", Skorseny joined the German Army and f i r s t served 
as an "officer candidate with the Air Force« In January I9I4O he volunteered for the 
Tfeffon-SS (Uilltery SS) and served as Obsrsl.urmfBIu-er in the SS-Division "Das Reich"; 
lExZ'Flh was transferred as Haupteturmführor to tnlTsUc^irhei.tsdiens^S'.O) (Ccr.uvtor-
Intelligence and fecuiity Service of the SS) 'I/o 
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.le serving In the SI) he is reported to have planned and executed the kidnapping 
two British agents from. Holland in l$hß ( the so-called Vienlo incident )» Ij/ 
became known when he parachuted with a small party of SS mem near the place in 
. Appeninos nhere Mussolini was he3d i s a prisoner of the Italian Government and 
>ught him to Hi t ler f s Headquarters in the middle of September 19u3< Per this • 
deveaent he was made an BS^Sturabannfahrer and awarded the JJhightta Croso of the 
in Cross« 13/ At about t'no sjuse*rB3jiie'"He was put in charge of sabotage operations 
sn various sections of the ..Abwehr organisation (German Counter Intelligence Ser­
ie), originally headed by Admiral' Canaris> were subordinated to the lie Ichs sicher;" 
ftshauptaffi (Reich IJain Security Office of the £;') headed by ErnstKaiCenbxunner« 3 / 
tho Ho.£cn*S3icherh&it8hauptar;t he was Ffe^ of a c t i o n S,(sabotage) of Am« 71 Exd*** 
id of Section 13 (sabotage; cTtao miltCriaches Amt (military office), h/ 
»rseny boasted after.'' his capture by American droops, that in his enpacitv as head 
the German sabotage ac t iv i t ies he was the master aindüdwhieh planned the kidnapping 
Admiral Nicholas Horthy, former Eegont of Hungary. 11/ He i s said to have been 
isrusted with the task of spreading terror behind theTl i ied lin©3 with the holp of 
fcdally traindd saboteurs and murderers using stolen American uniforms and vehicleso 
i s roportod to have planned "..he assasinatiog of the allied Comoander-in-Chiefii Geno 
.ght p . Eisenhower* 11)/ 11/ do also organised trie SS Streifkorps (raiding or patrol-
ig uni t ) , a major saSotage agency operating in the las t months of the war, and the 
•called r?0 Pansser Brigade» another subversive organisation, which was, however, 
•er dissolved«, 5/ Another report credits Skoraeny with the forestallaaent of a plan« • 
. Hungarian .Amy lutsch against Horthy« 6/ In the course of bi3 act iv i t ies in the 
Skoraenft- was nsade a SS^^rsturabannfährer and Lt» Colt, in the T/affen 38« ; / 
the last weeks of thF"wS3FiiEe was rjßntioheS on several occasions as one of I'de • 
ure leaders of the Werewolves arid as the likely chief of German past-war sabotage 
iivitioe* 7/ 8/ Kd«jvcr, a l l these plans ware frustrated by his capture by the 
.ricar. troops on 16 Itay I9h5« '9/ 

•«©si 1/ Neuss '»Tiener Tagblatt,r 16/17 Septaeber l$h$ 

2 / FCC Bally feporfc IS September 19iO( Berlin radio) 

3 / IOC Daily Report, 13 September I9h3 (Berlin radio) 

U/ 033 Sources, 1 January 19u£ 

g/ OSS Source S, 1? February 19a5 

6/ 053 Source 3> 19 February 19h$ 

7/ OSS Source S, H April 2.91 '̂ 

a/ OSS Source 3, 20 April. 19i£ 

9/ C//.2 European Hews Digest, 3.0 Hay l$h$ (London radio) 

10/ K3W York Tines, 18 day 1 9 ^ 

11/ low York Tines 22'day I?I|.'; 

12/ COS Source ?, 2d August 19lu 
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13/ FCC Daily Beport 1$ September 19^3 (Berlin radio) 
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2b August 191*5 

Tliis record is a suntiary or such intelligence 
(.from one or more sources as indicated) as was 
available at the tine of preparation» It nay 
consequsnt3y be subject to amendment by additional 
o:.* more recent intelligence• Index numbers and 
iitters are solely for indexing statements in the 
reporto 
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