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Va2 SAORZUNY, Otto
Nationalltys Austrien
RPegion: Vienna and Bariin

Birtin dace

and places 12 June 1808, Vienne

tlajor positlonss S (b2 retwwobannithrer and Lt. Col.
: (Oberatleutnant) of the Waffen-SS

Permer Head (Chef) of Section & (s2botage)
of Ams VI in the Reichssicherheitshauptemt
(RSHA)

Former Head (Chef) of Section D (sabotege)
cf the MilitHrisches Amt of the RSHA

Faally dlstorys - Ekorgeny comes from a middle class family; his faiher,

Amton, was 2 sonsbruction engineer in Vienna, He is married. 2._/

Tiducation and VWork

Hiswory and Polditie

cal distorrs Skorzeny attendsd Realschule and Techninigche Hochschule
e B in Vienma and graduated as a construction ergineer in Lhe
eavlr 193Cvg, y During his univergsity ysars he wag a mepber of the German nations
alizt fraternity Marcomennia®, The nembers of this fratornity wers dnown as radie-
cal Cerman nationallists and as being ir close contact with CGerman rightist civcles
and with jszi organizations. 1¥12/, At the same time hs also becams a nember of the'
Steiviscier Ueimatschuts (Styrian Home Cuerd), the wing of the Heimwehr which aplit
of7"irom The off.cial Heimwehr organizati n because its members did not agree with
Sterhenbergts antillazl politics; practically all members of the Steirischer Meimate

-

gchibz becaie memiers of the illegal Nazi rarty after 1933. 1/ 127

B R

After termination of hie studics, Skorzeny held varicus
pesiticng ag an €aginecr in buillding trade. 2/ Howvever, ais main interest wag cone
centrated on politicsy in i3y, 1932 he joined the MNazi Pary in Vienua; he became &
medver of the Allzeneine 8S on 1 February, 193k. _Z_L/ At that time the Nazl Party in
Austyrie, and consequently also the SS, was alrcady oubiswzd and the Nasis Gried to
ferce the Austrian Govermment to submit tc their will by a ¥&lgn of terroristic acw
tiona in walch nembera of the SS vere :Instrmenbalo}g/ Skorzeny was the leader of
a motor sovas of illegal 35 men when the Germans invaded Austria in Uareh 1938 and
zubsequently served as motor wehicle inspector of an SS-Abschnitt (SS group) in Ause-
tria, z:;_:/pnrm:xt];,' entirely sbandoning his cilvilian occupaticn as 2 consbructdera enfli-

L/ AL the dutbreak of the war, Skorzeny Joined the Germen Army and first served

ROEe Ao
ac zn officer cardidate with the Air Forcc. In Jamuary 1940 he voluntecred for the
fizilion=-3S (Militery S8) and served as Cbersturmfihrer in the SS-Division "Das Reichvs
TotCF Te ms brer sferred as HauptsturmlBhrer To the cichoerheitsdienst(sD) {Countore
Intelligence and ®scurdty Service of the 88) L/o
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IRZELY, Otto (cont!d) : i - COETNOITIAL

ile serving in the 8D he ig reported to have planned and execuled the dénapning
two Beitish agents frem Holland in 1940 { the scecalled Verdo indldent ). b

becume known when he parachuted with a small perty of $8 men near the place in
> Appanines whera Mussolial wes held as a prisoner of the Ttalian Jovernmont and

™.

sught hinw to Mitler's Headquarters in the middle of September 1943. FPor this

vievenent he was made an sS-Sturmbanntfihrer and avarded the Knightts Crosc ol the

m Crogs. :2:_3_/ At ahout the same Time he wms »pub in charge of sabotage cperaticons

n various sectlions of the _Abwelr  organizabion {Gernan Counter Intellifence Seys
e), oripinally heacded Ly Adn'ral Canaris, were subordinated to e leichssicher
tshauptamt (Folch Ualn Sscurity Gflice of the &) headed by Zrnst KilEerbriTev. 3/
The feichsgicherneitshauptant he was Fead of Soctlon S,(sabotage) of amb VT and
of "Section 1 (sanotage) ol ohe Milittrisches int (wilitary office). b

rzeny boasted after his cgpiure by Arerican treops, that in his copacity as head
the Gemman sabotap: activitics he was the noster mindidwhich planped the sidnapping
Admiral Vicholas Horthy, former Regent of Hungeryrs 11/ He is said e have been
bruated with tho tesk of spresding terror behind the fliied lines with the help of
pcially braindd ssbobenrsz and nundsrers using stolen Amerdcan uniferms and vehicles.
is roported to neve planncd whe assasinabtlon of the dllied Commancer~in~Chiaf, Gen.

Lgnt Dy Bisenhowsey, 10/ 11/ le also orpanized thne SO Streilkorps (raiding or pabrol-

g urlt), a najor salOtage agency opzrabing in the lest nonuths of the war, aud the
reallnd 150 Panzer Drigade, aaother subversive orpanizaticn, which was, howevaer,

r dissolved. 5/ Another report cradils Skovgoqy with the forestallment of a plage
| Monzarian Arey Jubsch againat dorthye. 6/ In the course of bis activitiss (u the
Skorzeny was nade a SI-Obersturnbanniihler and Lye Cole in the Walfen 35 &

the last weeks of ©he Vvar ne was entionsd on several cecasicns as one =8 The .
pure leadery oi; the Verowolves and az the likely chiefl of Gerzan post-war sabotage
plvitics. 7/ 8/ Udamewver, all these plans were Irastrated by his capbure Ly he
brican troops on M6 lay 1945.°9/
L
TCess 3/ Weves viener Tasblatt, 16/17 Sestueber 1945
. % .« - *L 2 m " . v %
| 2/ FIC Diily Riport 15 Septembar 1943{Derlin radic)
3/ ¥3C paily Report, 13 September 19L3 {(Berlin radio)
L/ 033 gources, 1 Janvary 19LY
’ Y <t & g ) \ 3
b/ 085 Sowrce 3, L7 Feheuary 1945
6/ 035 Source 3, 19 February LO45
_Z/ U35 Source 3, L Aprll 1945
§/ £88 Souarce 3, 20 Azrii 1945
g/ O furopean Howe Digest, 10 lar 3945 1 Londen wadio)
10/ ¥ow York Tinss, 18 Jay 1945
11/ wiow Yovk Tinee 22 vy I9LS
| 7!/ {58 Souree T, 2h Aaust 1945
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YLLY, Ctto (centid) -3 CONFIDENTIAL

13/ FCC Daily Report 15 September 1943 (Berlin radio)

BR 7
2l August 1945

This rccord is a sumsary ol such intolligence
(from one or more sources as indicated) as was
available at the time of preparation, It may
consequently be subject to ancndment by additional
o more recent intelligences Index numbers and

lottersg are solely for indexing statements in the
reporto
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