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Conversa t ions h e l d on J-^.-2JLliläL. i±5» 

1 . RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE SS AND SD. 

WOLFF 

RARSTER 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

I've already told these people that I'm ready to accept full 
sponsibility, that I'm willing to be responsible for KARSTER's res 

., , actions and those of his subordinates, as he has my complete 
confidence and I know almost a l l his men personally. There 
isn ' t one amongst them who has heen guilty of any crime. HOFER 
is supposed to have been hanged because just at the very end he 
was foolish enough to have a number of people shot. That 
certainly happened without ray knowledge and without any orders 
from me. 

The orders I received towards the end were pure forgery, and 
clumsy forgery at that. On the 20th of April I received an 
order from Abwehr Abteilung I I I addressed to heads of Abteilungen, 
stating that a l l agents (V-Leute) were to be handed over to the 
SD or the Feld Police and shot by them. • I went there and said 
"If you want to shoot anybody, do i t yourself. " 

DOLLMANN : As the result of the order concerning organised man-hunts 
addressed by the Reichsfuehrer to VTETINGHOFF, a very serious 
quarrel broke out between them. VTETINGHOFF' cancelled this 
order on his own authority, 

Towards the end every senior officer wanted to be in supreme 
command, and a l l of them issued the most irresponsible orders to 
their subordinates. I once had to interfere myself in a case 
like that, where I cancelled an order, given by an Obersturmbann-
fuehrer, to move one thousand three hundred civilians to PARMA. 

SGHOMM of the "Schwarze Corps" certainly brought us into dis­
repute. In a leading article he associated the SD with some 
•"deed of valour", which caused a great deal of unfavourable comment 
among the people at the time, and v/ould no doubt have the same 
effect on these people here unless we can Throve that we had nothing 
to do with i t . 

The twelve thousand charred bodies and skeletons they've found 
in the concentration camps naturally speak against us, and are 
evidence which we will never be able to disprove. let I think 
that things could be found which speak in our favour, if the Allies 
only wanted to find them. But there i s such hatred for us amongst 
these people that a l l we can expect is a terrible revenge. 

I was asked when I had last been in a concentration camp, I 
had to think very carefully before I made my answer. I said in 
1940. We had one in VERONA, but i t wasn't nearly as cruel. 

Did CARPI indulge in any dirty business of that sort,? 

No. I t ' s easy enough to bring up these negative points against 
us, but why don't they also look for the positive ones ? I t v/ould 
have been quite easy for us to have blown the whole of FLORENCE 
into the air . I t would have cost us nothing. But when this plan 
Y/as discussed at a meeting in the Hotel EXCELSIOR, I turned i t 
down. 
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WOLFF : What I s t i l l c a n ' t unders tand i s t h a t r e spons ib l e people 
l i k e KESSELRING are s i t t i n g i n GERMAN! and going for walks 
i n the sun w i th JOEL and KEITEL. I t ' s qu i t e i n c r e d i b l e . 
But I have t o add t h a t I too bea r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e SS 
on my shou lde r s . But why d o n ' t t hese people sometimes draw 
a t t e n t i o n t o the good deeds as we l l I For i n s t a n c e , I got 
qu i t e a few of t h e o ld Soc i a l Democrats and Re ichs tag r e p r e ­
s e n t a t i v e s out of c o n c e n t r a t i o n camps, merely because I was 
j u s t and knew t h a t they were t h e r e fo r no v a l i d reason . 

2. HEINRICH HIMMLER. 

WOLFF : The Reichsfuehrer i s of course more t o blame than anyone . 
I t was h i s t a s k not to lose h i s in f luence over t h e people 
working with him. I t ' s only because of h i s h a l f measures 
t h a t the whole of the German n a t i o n i s today g u i l t y of b lood­
shed, The Reichsfuehrer never made a s i n g l e unequivocal 
d e c i s i o n . ' His g r ea t mis take was t h a t he d i d n ' t get r i d of a l l 
the i r r e s o l u t e men i n good t ime , 

The Reichsfuehrer saw the whole g i g a n t i c war g u i l t and 
ca t a s t rophe i n e v i t a b l y coming towards u s . But lie d i d n ' t have 
the courage t o say so . On the c o n t r a r y , he even added t o i t . 
Oh h e l l I I f someone has gone mad. and i s l e ad ing the whole 
n a t i o n t o u t t e r d e s t r u c t i o n - su re ly the Reichsfuehrer had a 
h ighe r duty to j>erform. He should have made use of h i s power. 
and e l i m i n a t e d the FUEHRER. 

DOLLMANN : Then a t l e a s t he would have performed a t r u l y h i s t o r i c deed. 
Where i s i t r e a l l y t h a t the f a u l t l i e s i n the Re ichs fueh re r . ? 
Surely i n h i s l ack of humanity. T h e r e ' s cer to . in ly no l a c k of 
p e r s o n a l i t y . Because a t one time he d e f i n i t e l y had g r e a t i d e a s . 

WOLFF : But even the i d e a s he had p i l f e r e d . He i s a very i n t e l l i g e n t 
man wi th a very keenly developed sense f o r p i c k i n g out the r i g h t 
t h i n g s , but t h e r e i s no th ing human about him. Al l h i s f r i e n d ­
sh ips went t o p i e c e s , every s ing le one. He e x p l o i t e d everybody 
shameless ly , he s t o l e everybody 's b e s t i dea s and p l a n s . He 
took some of ROSENBERG'S i d e a s for i n s t a n c e , he p icked the b e s t 
out of everybody ' s work and t h e n very c lever ly , pu t i t t o g e t h e r 
aga in . I n the e a r l y days he l e d us wi th consummate s k i l l , he 
preached b e a u t i f u l , good and noble i d e a l s . Throughout the y e a r s 
when we fought fo r power, and t h e fo l lowing y e a r s , when he was 
s t i l l dependent on h i s men, he threw h i s whole h e a r t and soul 
i n t o i t . And f o r t h a t reason the h e a r t s and the whole mental 
and p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h , and the w i l l i n g n e s s t o f i g h t , of h i s men 
belonged t o him. L a t e r on t h a t was too much t r o u b l e f o r him. 
He became too powerful , and j u s t a s he aped the FUEHRER i n more 
or l e s s e v e r y t h i n g , he t h e n began t o use force and take advantage 
of h i s power. From t h a t moment onwards he was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
the most f a n t a s t i c i n j u s t i c e s and i n s t a n c e s of i n g r a t i t u d e , 
While I was s t i l l t h e r e I somehow managed t o smoothe t h i n g s over , 
But then , when he broke even w i t h me, i t was a l l over , I t o l d 
him, or r a t h e r I had him t o l d by a t h i r d p e r s o n , t h a t even i f we 
won the war, the Reichsfuehrer would f ind himsel f completely 
i s o l a t e d - o r a t l e a s t only surrounded by a few desparadoee . 
Everybody who had an ounce of c h a r a c t e r p r e f e r r e d t o b reak s tones 
fo r the r e s t of h i s l i f e r a t h e r than remain wi th hira. 
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During the twelve years that I stood beside the Reichsfuehrer 
I t r i e d never to l e t a shadow f a l l over the things we undertook 
to doj I t r i e d to remain honest and not to go the same way a s 

a l l tine others . But while I was having a l l sor t s of d i f f i c u l t i e s 
with my family he made things as awkward as he could. I was in 
the Reichsfuehrer1s headquarters one day. Ify wife was with the 
children at a place on the Bal t ic Coast near KOENIOSBERG. I 
wanted to go to ny wife, but KÜSMLEZR to ld me that I would have to 
stay at headquarters. I to ld him that from where my family was 
staying I could reach him in an hour and a half i f he needed me. 
That iiomediately made him angry. On the next day I decided to 
tackle him on the subject once and for a l l . The Reichsfuehrer 
said: "You don't seem to understand the posi t ion j^ou're in, you 
don' t appreciate the s i tua t ion i n which you find yourself". I 
replied: "Oh yes , Reichsfuehrer, I know the s i tua t ion I'm in even 
be t t e r than you do". Then I went up close to him and looked him 
straight in the eyes. He was s i t t i n g behind his wri t ing desk. 
"I have to admit t h a t I don't quite understand you", I said, "Even 
i f you personally have changed your a t t i t ude towards me, don' t you 
think that i t might be unwise to undermine ray authori ty so in ten­
t iona l ly and publ ic ly in front of everybody, when one day you may 
stand in b i t t e r need of i t " . I looked s t ra ight at him J He 
ohanged his tune immediately, "Very well , what I said wasn't 
meant l ike that at a l l , I 've done what I 've done for perfect ly 
def ini te reasons, please t ry to appreciate t r a t " . I said: "I 
don' t expect any favours from you,' but I do expect to be t rea ted 
honourably. After a l l , I too played my par t in the creation of 
the SS". 

All those people who were always ta lk ing about honour and t rying 
to educate us have l e t us down and now i t i s we who have to pay, 
we have to submit to bad treatment by the Jews. And why ? Because 
everything was always done half-hear tedly. I 

I t was perfect ly c lear to the Reichsfuehrer what he ought to do 
- he was to jump from a plane and disappear for ever. I pray God 
that he may have found the courage for that l a s t ac t . I shall 
always protect h i s family and the families of the others too. But 
i f he s t i l l shows cowardice now, then I can ' t be held responsible 
i f decent people have to go to PALESTINE and SYRIA to work in 
sulphur mine's - a l l because ce r t a in gentlemen want to save t h e i r 
skins, 

No, i f the Reichfuehrer 's a l ive now, t h e r e ' s only one p o s s i b i l i t y 
l e f t for him: not to sham dead now, but to step before the people 
and say that the SD and the Po l ice , especia l ly in RUSSIA, were 
carrying out orders which he had given, 

He should have stepped forward and said "These men are gu i l ty , 
and these performed such and such ac t s by ray orders . I t ' s 
absolutely oontemptible and ro t t en that lie has jus t disappeared, 

He should Ixave fa l len in the f ight ing. Even a. j=uioick> Y»U1T! 
have been a manly way out, although i t ca r r i e s an admission of 
g u i l t . The Question i s whether he w i l l give himself up or whether 
BOENITZ wi l l hand him over. 

+++++++• 
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3 . THE CAPITULATION I^E.GOTIATIpN_S. 

HARSTER : During the interrogation I was repeatedly asked about my 
relations with General WOLFF. I said that he load been to 
see me several times and that I had been employed in various 
capacities since the beginning of the negotiations with the 
Allies. Naturally I did not know by name a l l the other 
people who were involved. 

WOLFF : I described the difficulties of my work quite frankly and 
repeatedly mentioned the people who had been working with me -
tliat includes you too, HARSTER, in order to make their position 
easier. During the several conferences of commanding officers 
I invariably suggested the easy way - no strikes, no shootings, 
no destruction, no ill-treatment. Unfortunately I could not 
always prevent these things, especially as I had to put up with 
a great deal of interference from the Reichsfuehrer. 

One afternoon, the DUCE, GRAZIANI and a few others ware in 
MILAN for a conference. The interesting thing was that the 
DUCE was in one room and the Committee of National Liberation in 
the very next.one. The DUCE was very excited. He said that the 
negotiations had been carried on behind his back and that they 
had been kept secret from him. He wanted to do something 
quite incredible - he wanted to lodge a formal protest. But 
then he decided to go to COMO, he wanted to drive along the west 
side and go to his refuge. I did everything to dissuade him 
from i t . If he had listened to my advice I could have got him 
and the PETACCI a plane to take them to SPAIN. 

GRAZIANI went to LEYERS to ask for his advice and then he 
came to PUSO where I had a long talk to.him. I explained to 
him how the negotiations had developed. I also told him that 
the Italians could not attend the discussions, as every I tal ian 
would be looked on as a t rai tor . I told him, and also the DUCE, 
tliat I guaranteed to get the same conditions for the Italians as 
for the Germans, I told the DUCE: "We helped you a year ago 
and we also helped every single member of your family. You can 
rely on me, We have two motives: f i rs t ly , to avoid any further 
damage to ITALY; secondly, to avoid further unnecessary blood­
shed. Have you any demands to make or any wishes you would like 
to express'?" This conversation took place in the presence of 
his foreign minister AMBRUZZO (?) 

DOLLMANN : You c o u l d n ' t have been more l o y a l . 

WOLFF : Then he said: "No, no, tha t ' s difficult to say just on the 
spur of the moment - I leave i t to you". I then said, "Thank 
you, DUCE, I will let you have news as soon as possible", 
Well, I couldn't have acted more fairly or honourably. I 
said the same to GRAZIANI, He was deeply satisfied because 
he had been very depressed about this apparent or alleged 
betrayal, GRAZIANI said that he couldn't have imagined any­
thing else, he had known me for so long and vre had always 
treated them very honourably and put a l l our cards on the 
table. Cardinal SCHUSTER was definitely against consulting 
the DUCE at a l l . As a result GRAZIANI then gave me full 
powers to act on his behalf, 

DOLLMANN : I didn't know that. 
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He gave me a w r i t t e n document which sa id : " I , Rudolfo 
GRAZIANI, Marshal of ITALY, herewi th empower t h e General of 
the Waffen SS and P o l i c e , e t c . e t c . , - t o conclude an 
a r m i s t i c e i n my name, i n my c a p a c i t y a s I t a l i a n M i n i s t e r of 
War, under t h e same c o n d i t i o n s as fo r the German Army and 
a l l u n i t s under h i s command". 

I d i d n ' t know t h a t . 

I t ' s q u i t e s: h i s t o r i c document. 

Where i s i t now ? 

I t was t aken from me, I gave one copy t o GAEVNITZ and one 
to WENNER i n which I quoted the t e x t of t h e document and signed 
i t , as I c o u l d n ' t go t o the n e g o t i a t i o n s myself. The execut ive 
power t hen pas sed t o ray a d j u t a n t . I never l i e d t o the DUCE. I 
t o l d him: "We can l a s t a t t he most from two to four weeks". That 
was my op in ion , and I a l so made i t p e r f e c t l y c l e a r t o B0RGH3SE. 

+++-*•++++++++++++++++ 

4.. EVENTS IN ITALY AFTER BADOGLIC'S COUP D'ETAT IN 1%5. 

WOLFF : BADOGLIO's p u t s c h was on t h e 25th of J u l y . On the 10th o r 
12 th of August KESSELRING suddenly i n v i t e d me t o have d inne r w i th 
.him a t FRASCATI, ' I got up t h e r e and found a swarthy, narrows-
eyed gene ra l s i t t i n g t h e r e who c a l l e d himself STUDENT, was ve ry 
had mannered, and g e n e r a l l y got on my nerves i n every way. Af t e r 
d i n n e r KESSELRING excused h imse l f , saying t h a t he had some impor­
t a n t m a t t e r to s e t t l e w i th the FUEHRER'S h e a d q u a r t e r s . An impor tant 
m a t t e r .' He came back, gave me a p i e r c i n g look - you know 
KESSELRING y o u r s e l f - and sa id t h a t FUEHRER headqua r t e r s had impor­
t a n t p r o j e c t s which were to come under our combined command, An 
o rde r from the FUEHRER might a r r i v e any hour , any day o r any week 
t o remove the e n t i r e I t a l i a n government, t he -whole c a b i n e t , a l l the 
f i n a n c i e r s , and a l l t he most Important members of t h e r o y a l house , 
do?m t o the sma l l e s t c h i l d and g r a n d c h i l d , from the town i t s e l f , 
t o remove them t o FUEHRER h e a d q u a r t e r s . "As I have known you f o r 
so long , may I ask you fo r your opinion ?" I s a id "My a t t i t u d e 
from the p o l i t i c a l p o i n t of view w i l l not be d e c i s i v e - t h a t 
i s n ' t my j o b . P r a c t i c a l l y I t h i n k t h e p l a n imposs ib le t o c a r r y 
out because BAD0GLI0 lias a l r e a d y sent nine I t a l i a n d i v i s i o n s t o the 
v a r i o u s p l a c e s concerned. Also I must draw a t t e n t i o n t o the 
enormous damage such an a c t would do us i n the eyes of the 
Ca tho l i c world. And I presume, s i r , t h a t when you spoke to the 
FUEHRER you d e c l i n e d t o t a k e airy a c t i o n " , KESSELRING sa id 
"How do you know t h a t ?" "I d o n ' t know» but I s h o u l d n ' t t h i n k 
you capable of doing anyth ing of the k ind" . 

L a t e r I and KAPPLSR were c a l l e d t o a conference where t h e 
people concerned were d i s c u s s e d . The l i v i n g q u a r t e r s were 
photographed and t h e b e s t photographs of t h e c h i l d r e n , of t h e 
p r i n c e , and of Count BOLTICI (? ) were bought . I always t o l d 
myself t h a t we should never do i t . But STUDENT t o l d me t h a t the 
m a t t e r was of such h igh importance t h a t only tire FUEHRER could 
make a d e c i s i o n . . . . . . On the 8 t h of August , HIMMLER, RIBBENTROP, 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

I 
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KEITEL and AMBRUZZO (?) were p r e s e n t a t a conference . At 
four o ' c lock i n t h e af te rnoon - i t was a Sunday - the FUEHRER 
gave the o rder which a r r i v e d a t s i x i n the evening. I n the 
meantime I met BETROLL (?) a t KAPPLER's p l a c e . "Please come 
along a t once, SEPP DIETRICH has a r r i v e d , h e ' s seen KESSELRING 
and seems t o be f r i g h t f u l l y annoyed about something. I t 
would be adv i sab le t o speak to him a t once" . We drove down 
and a r r i v e d a t DIETRICH'S p lace i n the evening. DIETRICH 
sa id : "This t h i n g i s n ' t going to happen, vre won ' t do i t under 
any c i r cums tances , i t ' s abso lu te madness and can do no good 
a t a l l . I c a n ' t imagine t h a t such abso lu t e f o o l i s h n e s s i s 
expected of u s " . Well , i t went on l i k e t h a t : - the p u t s c h 
w i l l be tomorrow a t f i v e , the pu t sch w i l l be a t s i x on t h e day 
a f t e r tomorrow, the p u t s c h w i l l be a t such-and-such a time -
and t h a t ' s how t h i n g s remained. I t would have done u n t o l d 
harm t o our p r e s t i g e i f i t had gone on l i k e t h a t . Af te r the 
8 th of September STUDENT i n v i t e d me to come and have t e a wi th 
him a t FRASCAII on the 15th of September, He was too damned 
f r i e n d l y fo r my l i k i n g and sa id "I thank you for your he lp and 
your wonderful c o - o p e r a t i o n . The t h i n g d i d n ' t come off because ' 
the F i e l d Marshal se.botaged me everywhere. Because of him I 
did not succeed i n becoming a h i s t o r i c a l f i g u r e " . I s a i d 
"Well, s i r , sometimes one can become an even g r e a t e r h i s t o r i c a l • 
f igu re on the s t r e n g t h of a p l a n t h a t was not c a r r i e d out" . . . 

Every th ing was a g rea t p i t y , for i n s t ance t h a t t h e R e i c h s -
fuehre r would not a l low me t o go t o E/iDOGLIO and t a l k t o him. I t 
was very f o o l i s h and wrong t o fo rb id i t . BADOGLI0 might e a s i l y 
have had something i n t e r e s t i n g t o t e l l me, or he might have wanted 
t o ask me something - i t was qu i t e s ens e l e s s not to have any 
communication wi th him. 

5 . THE.DECLINE OF THE SS. 

WOLFF / At the beginning we had very decent and gifted chaps in the 
\ SS, chaps who really could have become the nobility of a new 
| societjr. Later, when instead of relying en willing obedience 
/ and devotion we changed over to orders and brute force, the whole 
I thing became impossible. Even if we had won the war, the con-
] ception of a new society would have been sheer madness. The 
decent men in the SS, and also the many good lads in the Hitler 
Youth, have now got to suffer for these mistake's- things like the 
concentration camps and gas-chambers and incinerators. We 
should never have gone as far as that. 

• 
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6» A QOiaiSICT ON SCHACHT. 

DOLLMANN : What was the r e a l reason why the FUEHRER dropped SCHACHT ? 

WOLFF :/ He was very s a r c a s t i c and he p layed a c e r t a i n p a r t i n the 
r e s i s t a n c e movement. Bes ides t h a t lie was very p l u t o c r a t i c and 
belonged t o t h e n o b i l i t y . S t r ange ly enough SCHACHT always 
showed a d i s t i n c t l i k i n g f o r the SS and o f t en s a i d "the SS 
lias remained i n c o r r u p t ; t h e Reiohstfuehrer i s a good o r g a n i s e r -
he worked h i s 'way t o t h e top and y e t remained a s i n g l e man". 
SCHACHT's p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n s , however, were always a l i t t l e 
beyond the p a l e , 

7* THE WIVES OF SOLE PROMINENT IJAZIS. 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

PnT.TJOJgf 

WOLFF 

DOLLMANN 

WOLFF 

What so r t of a woman was EVA BRAUN the FUEHRER'S g i r l - f r i e n d ? 
tl know she used t o work a t PHOTO-HOFFMANN. Did she have charm ? 

She was a very n i ce and very charming t o o . 

Did she s t ay u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d , or d id siie too get exaggera ted 
i dea s ? 

She s tayed q u i t e simple. 

Did she have in f luence w i t h t h e FUEHRER ? 

Wel l , y e s , bi.it not i n any way d e c i s i v e in f luence - I n ques t i ons 
a f f e c t i n g the choice of p e o p l e , p e r h a p s . She was f a i r , b l u e - e y e d , 
of medium h e i g h t , wel l b u i l t and c a r e f u l of h e r appearance. 

Frau GOEBBELS was very n i c e , t o o . She was a p r e t t y woman. 

Yes, a t t r a c t i v e and i n t e l l i g e n t . Frau BUHLER was n i c e , t o o , 

But so common and vu lga r , 

I ' v e always l i k e d Frau SPEER. She always stood bes ide her 
husband, and had f ive c h i l d r e n . The wife of ARNO BRECKER, the 
well-known s c u l p t o r , was q u i t e imposs ib le . 

w*»*v»v«r "Bwae MARGA" (Frau HIMMLER) appeared something untoward 
happened. 

And "PIFPT" was an abominable c h i l d . But you could naver say 
any th ing to h e r f a t h e r about h e r - t h a t was dangerous* 

What happened to t h e adopted c h i l d ? 

I only know t h a t i t was g iven most unkind t r e a t m e n t . 

00000000000 — 

http://bi.it

