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SS Cbergruppenfuehrer WOLFF, on the evening of h i s a r r i v a l a t 
CSDIC, CMF, was g ran ted an i n t e rv i ew w i t h HUEGEL, wi th whom he was p r e v i o u s l y 
acqua in ted . I n the course of t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n - v i r t u a l l y a monologue -
reproduced below, WOLFF gave an animated and b r e a t h l e s s account of the v i c i s ­
s i t u d e s through which he passed dur ing the f i n a l s t ages of t h e c a p i t u l a t i o n 
n e g o t i a t i o n s i n Nor thern ITALY. 

+++++++++++++++++ 

P e r s o n a l i t i e s mentioned i n the t e x t 

Name Appointment 

BEELITZ 

DESSLOCH 

DOLLMANN 

HERR 

HOFER Franz 

LEMELSEN 

MENZEL 

MOLL 

POHL Ritter von 

ROETTIGER 

RUNKEL 

SCHULZ 

SCHWEINITZ vnn 

VTETINGHOFF 

WENNER 

Colonel . C of S, 10th Army. 

Col , General , GOC 4 t h Air F l e e t . 

SS Oberfuehrer . SS LO t o C-in-C SOUTH-WEST. 

General , GOC 14t h Army, 

SA Obergruppenfuehrer, G a u l e i t e r of Re iohs -
gau TIROL-VORARLBERG. 

Genera l . GOC 10th Army, 

Major Genera l , C of S t o Gen. SCHULZ. 

L t . Gen. On s t a f f of 4 t h Air F l e e t . 

Genera l . GOC GAP i n ITALY. 

L t . Gen, C of S, Army Group C. 

Colonel . C of S, 14 th Army. 

Major Gen. Sucoessor t o VIETINGHOFF a s C i n 
C SOUTH-WEST. Formerly GOC 1 Para Div. 

L t . O o l . Io/Abwehr, 0.B.S.W. P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y 
a t t he c a p i t u l a t i o n n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

Col . General . C i n C SOUTH-WEST u n t i l s h o r t l y 
before the c a p i t u l a t i o n i n Nor thern ITALY. 

SS Obersturmbannfuehrer» Adjutant to SS 
Obergruppenfuehrer WOLFF and p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y 
a t the c a p i t u l a t i o n n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

Y/ESTPHAL L t . Genera l . C of S to KESSELRING. 

+++++++++++++++++. 
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Conversa t ion h e l d on 18 May jfJ3« 

HOFER asked me t o go and see him a t h i s e s t a t e , and the Archduke 
of HUNGARY and AUSTRIA'- I c a n ' t remember h i s name now - got me a 
ca r and I drove over t o MERANO. I a r r i v e d t h e r e a t two o ' c l ock 
completely exhausted. GRAF, SCHIPPENHAUER, ROETTIGER, MOLL from 
Army Group, then ROLF, HOFER and a-Major REICHNITZ (?) a m i l i t a r y 
a d j u t a n t , were t l i e re . I t was a f r i g h t f u l meet ing which l a s t e d 
from two to ha l f p a s t seven - the most dep re s s ing t h i n g you can 
imagine, because not a s i ng l e p r a c t i c a l d e c i s i o n was a r r i v e d a t 
and everybody was shaking w i th f e a r . HOFER was b i t t e r l y d i s a p p o i n ­
t e d t h a t I d id not support a l l h i s p o l i t i c a l demands and t h a t t he 
o t h e r s seemed qu i t e unmoved by them. He vranted t o go on be ing 
the l e a d e r and feudal l o r d of the Maria The res i an Reich of h i s 
dreams - which, i n c i d e n t a l l y , was to inc lude BOHEMIA-MORAVIA, 
SILESIA, BAVARIA, BADEN and WUERTTEMBERG v . . 

Even tua l ly t h e r e was a b i g row. between ROETTIGER and MOLL on 
one s ide and HOFER on the o the r . HOFER made a l l s o r t s of demands 
and sa id t h a t lie was t h e r e by order of t h e FUEHRER, t h a t i t was he 
who shaped the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of the p o p u l a t i o n , and t h a t t h e m i l i ­
t a r y commanders were only t l iere t o enforce the p o l i t i c a l t r e n d s he 
i n d i c a t e d , Wel l , h i s f ine hopes were dashed by the r e s t of u s , 
and he became very despondent . 

My r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , i n t h e meantime, had been given f u l l power 
t o ac t on my beha l f and I t o l d them to t ake any measures t hey con­
s ide red necessa ry . I gave SCHWEINITZ a k ick i n the p a n t s and t o l d 
him not to dare t o come back wi thout the s i g n a t u r e s I wanted. I 
thought t o myself: we must b r i n g t h i s t h i n g off somehow. We 
a r r i v e d home aga in a t h a l f p a s t seven i n t h e morning and I was so 
exhausted t h a t I went t o s leep f o r two hours . Then a l l s o r t s of 
o t h e r t a l k s T/ent on. At two i n the a f te rnoon the p a r t i s a n l e a d e r , 
a CLN man, who commanded the whole o p e r a t i o n a l zone, came t o see me. 
His name i s Dr. DE ANGELIS, I d o n ' t know whether you 've ever heard 
of him. Wel l , t o beg in wi th lie was ve ry mild and t r i e d t h e gen t l e 
approach, g iv ing i n t o p o i n t s here and t h e r e and p u t t i n g h i s own 
demands very t e n t a t i v e l y and always based on o r d e r s he had rece ived . 
from MARK CLARK t o take the government more or l e s s i n t o h i s own 
hands - or a t l e a s t t o have a share i n i t . He wanted t o pos t a 
mixed guard a t the town h a l l and a combined a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , o r a t 
l e a s t an I t a l i a n , i n the pos t of v i c e p r e s i d e n t , even i f t he v i c e 
p r e f e c t was a German. I n s h o r t , h i s c o n d i t i o n s were very obscure . 
Then t l iere were more d i s c u s s i o n s dur ing t h e n igh t between h a l f p a s t 
one and two and I sa id : "Very w e l l , I am w i l l i n g to a g r e e . I n 
the f i r s t p l a c e , because I t h i n k i t r i g h t t o choose the way which 
w i l l avoid f u r t h e r b loodshed. Secondly, I am a l so w i l l i n g to 
rece ive a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of MARK CLARK prov ided he has been g iven 
p lena ry powers , and I s h a l l d i s c u s s eve ry th ing wi th him whether t h e 
terms are generous or no t . But the o the r demands a re of such f a r -
reach ing p o l i t i c a l importance t h a t I cannot d i s c u s s them". My 
reason fo r saying t h i s was p a r t l y j u s t t h a t I wanted t o t e a c h t h e s e 
p a r t i s a n s t o come back t h e fo l lowing morning a t t e n , or a t some 
reasonable t ime; I had a l r e a d y been c o n f e r r i n g wi th them s ince two 
o ' c lock i n t h e a f te rnoon and I thought t h a t t h a t wasn ' t t he r i g h t 
way t o t r e a t a Highest German P o l i c e Commander and Army Group 
Commander - b o t h e r i n g him between h a l f p a s t one and s i x o ' c lock : i n 
the morning. Apart from eve ry th ing e l s e , t h e phone rang everw 
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h a l f hour. F i n a l l y Army Group dec l a r ed t h a t they were i n a 
despa ra t e p o s i t i o n and a b s o l u t e l y dependent on t h e c e s s a t i o n of 
h o s t i l i t i e s . I n the meantime, the news from the v a r i o u s Armies 
had got s t e a d i l y worse. So I s a id : "Well and good, i f Army 
Group can no longer hold out for p u r e l y m i l i t a r y r e a s o n s , then I 
can no longer hes i ta te« , but on t h e o the r hand, I want i t t o be 
p e r f e c t l y c l e a r t h a t i n t h a t case Army Group w i l l have t o bea r 
f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . A l l r i g h t , w e ' l l do i t " . I was exhausted' 
a f t e r eve ry th ing I had been through and went t o s l e e p , u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
wi thout a s c e r t a i n i n g f i r s t , a l though I r e a l l y took i t fo r g r an t ed , 
whether VIETINGHOPF had spoken t o HOFER. But he had not done i t , 
and whan HOFER heard the news e a r l y next morning he f e l t t h a t he 
had been t r i c k e d by Army Group and got i n touch wi th F i e l d Marshal 
KESSELRING. KESSELRING was f u r i o u s and agreed t o go and see HOFER on 
h i s e s t a t e , 

KUEGEL : I n MUNICH . . . 

WOLFF : I n the meantime, while we had been away, he had become Supreme 
Commander i n Chief for our Army Group and Army Group SOUTH-EAST a s 
w e l l . An appointment which, p l e a s i n g as i t seemed a t f i r s t , l a t e r 
had the most c a t a s t r o p h i c consequences . . . 

When I l a s t went to BERLIN I c a l l e d i n on KESSELRING on the way 
and made our p o s i t i o n p e r f e c t l y c l e a r t o him and t r i e d t o f i nd out 
what h i s a t t i t u d e would b e . He made a very good impress ion on me 
and seemed q u i t e ready to f a l l i n w i th our p l a n s , provided t h a t t h e 
t h i n g was done openly, e i t h e r wi th t h e consent of the FUEHRER, or 
a f t e r M s dea th . He d i d n ' t want any c o n f l i c t s , or anyth ing t h a t 
would mean break ing our oa th . Knowing KESSELRING as I do, I was 
ab le to see t h a t he would have l i k e d t o f a l l i n wi th our p l a n s , and 
t h a t he might even have been q u i t e g lad i f someone took the m a t t e r 
out of h i s hands; but he himself , bo th then and a f t e r w a r d s , wanted 
t o keep a c lean r eco rd . I r e a l i s e d t h a t t h e r e might be a way of 
ach iev ing something. Well , I went on t o BERLIN then and got a fa i r ly-
c l e a r p i c t u r e of the p o s i t i o n . Before I l e f t aga in I sent DOLLMANN 
.and my o the r ad ju tan t WIESEL (?) t o KESSELRING. I had put WIESEL 
i n t o the p i c t u r e f i r s t , admi t t ed ly only i n broad o u t l i n e s - you know 
h i s way, h e ' s a Franconian and t h e y ' r e a l l l i k e t h a t , very p o l i t e , 
ve ry f r i e n d l y , very p a r t i c u l a r about form - not l i k e the Swabians who 
always l i k e to use b r u t e f o r c e . Wel l , he unders tood what i t was 
a l l abou t , without knowing every d e t a i l o r even the f a c t t h a t WENMER 
and SCHWEINITZ had a l r eady gone off w i t h a u t h o r i t y t o conclude the 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . They d i d n ' t t e l l KESSELRING t h a t a t a l l , because he 
was ve ry nervous of the whole t h i n g and we had no i n t e n t i o n of 
burden ing him wi th a l l t he f a c t s , e s p e c i a l l y as o f f i c i a l l y i t was not 
w i t h i n h i s p rov ince . However, they j u s t h i n t e d a t the t r u e s t a t e 
of a f f a i r s . Wel l , when they oame back they t o l d me and everybody e l s e 
t h a t t h e F i e l d Marshal was h i g h l y p l e a s e d and thought i t marve l lous 
t h a t i n the meantime I had had t h e courage t o p r e s e n t a l l t h e s e f a c t s 
t o the FUEHRER, who very seldom l e a r n t the t r u t h about any th ing t h a t 
was going on. Wel l , we a l l f e l t t h a t t h i n g s were going very w e l l 
indeed, when HOFER got i n touch w i t h KSSSELRING and poisoned h i s mind 
a g a i n s t us by some a c c u s a t i o n s - I d o n ' t know what they were - and 
amongst o t h e r t h i n g s r evea l ed a l l the t h i n g s t o him which he had 
sworn by a solemn oa th t o keep t o h imself . He b e t r a y e d e v e r y t h i n g , 

i nc lud ing t h e f a c t s t h a t our r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s wore on t h e i r way w i t h 
p l ena ry powers t o conclude .a t r e a t y . Under some p r e t e x t of g e t t i n g 
KESSELRING to i n spec t h i s e s t a t e he got him t o come down t h e r e and' 
aga in d id eve ry th ing to i n c i t e him aga ins t u s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e 
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Army Group commander, who had always been very much against 
ROETTIGER, MOLL and SCBJEINITZ, a lso arr ived at HOFER1s p lace , 
or v/as summoned there by him, and also helped to put KESSELRING 
against us . The resu l t v/as that KESSELRING was infur ia ted and, 
a thing he load never done before, without r inging me up or ask­
ing me what was happening, he summoned VTETINGHOFF, gave him a 
tremendous dressing down,and rel ieved both him and ROETTIGER of 
t h e i r commands. VTETINGHOFF returned immediately with h i s 
successor, the infantry general SCHULZ - jus t a p l a in , s t r a i gh t ­
forward so ld ier , holder of the Oak Leaves with Swords. SCHULZ's 
Chief of Staff was Major General MENZEL who used to be with the 
14th Army. SCHULZ, MENZEL and the sacked VTETINGHOFF returned 
to headquarters, and there did not appear to be much one could do, 
We had arranged previously - a f t e r we had been i so la t ed and when 
we rea l i sed that we should have to act independently, as the 
REICH v i r tua l ly no longer exis ted and the government could no • 
longer give us support or orders - we had made an arrangement 
amongst ourselves 'that i f any of us should be replaoed by a 
successor, he would be taken aside, acquainted with the facts and 
asked whether he would co-operate with us i n t h i s matter or not. 
I f not , he was to be very po l i t e ly but purposefully put on side 
as long as was necessary to conclude the negotiat ions. That i s what 
had been decided on, and we had shaken hands on i t . What did 
VTETINGHOFF do ? He came back and formally handed over to SCHULZ, 
and a l l attempts to keep him to his promises fa i l ed , to say: look 
here , you can ' t turn your back on us now and refuse to honour the 
signature of your representa t ive . He disappeared - h i s courage 
had given out completely, jus t as i t had done once before when he 
had also betrayed me, and ROETTIGER and I were l e f t alone with the 
new Commander in Chief, I now t r i e d very carefully to br ing him 
in to the p lo t . He appreciated the mi l i t a ry and p o l i t i c a l s i tua t ion 
very i n t e l l i g e n t l y and even agreed with my estimate of i t , but he 
refused point-blank, as he had been ordered to do by KESSELRING, to 
take any act ion whatsoever without KESSELRING's consent. So there 
we were. KESSELRING did not telephone; I t r i e d to get in touch 
with him, but although I got through to h i s headquarters he had me 
to ld tha t he was not avai lable . I t was impossible to e s t ab l i sh 
contact with him. So now vre had to think what to do next. In the 
meantime, in the course of t h i s night , WENNER and SCHWEINITZ arr ived 
a f te r a d i f f i cu l t journey. Signals tha t had been despatched by 
Fie ld Marshall ALEXANDER saying tha t they had concluded an honourable 
armistice and asking whether we would honour the terms, had been 
undecipherable, so tha t we had to wait t i l l they f ina l ly arr ived before 
we could send our reply. They arr ived during the night of the 30th 
April a t about half past twelve, completely exhausted. We made them 
t e l l us the whole story and conferred r ight through the night; and 
in the morning, between six and half pas t , vre came to the following 
conclusions:- That i t was of no use; SCHULZ wouldn't play 
VTETINGHOFF ha gone off and i t v/as impossible to get hold of him; 
i f the signature of VTETINGHOFF's representat ive wasn't honoured, 
then the whole game would be up, the cap i tu la t ion would f a l l through, 
and in that case the l a s t vest ige of our own personal reputat ion 
with the Anglo-Anerioans would be gone; a l l our hopes of a future 
active par t i n the reconstruct ion would be ruined, and the same 
applied to the p o l i t i c a l game that was involved^ that i t would be 
madness not to conclude the negot ia t ions; and tha t therefore we would 
take .action. '. And in the morning - t h a t ' s to say, half an hour 
la ter , when they woke up - SCHULZ and MENZEL would be taken aside and 
put under a r r e s t . No sooner said than done. They vre re taken in to 
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"honourable custody" (Ehrenhaft) t i l l four o ' c l o c k i n the a f t e rnoon 
and t h e r e f o r e ceased to p lay any p r a c t i c a l p a r t . I t -wasn't w i t h ­
out danger of course . Af ter t h a t had "been done we ou r se lves d i s ­
connected our t e lephones so t h a t Supreme Command would be unable t o 
get i n touch with u s . 

HUEGEL : ROETTIGER -was s t i l l with you ? 

Y70LF3? : Yes, So f a r , so good. A t roop of o f f i c e r s was p a t r o l l i n g the 
p l ace t o guard SCHULZ. Then MIJMANN (?) r a i s e d a l l s o r t s of o b j e c ­
t i o n s and we had t o ' a r r e s t him t o o . The atmosphere had become very 
unpleasant and I expected the whole show t o c o l l a p s e a t any moment, 
The n igh t b e f o r e , when we had como to our d e c i s i o n , Colonels BEELITZ 
and RIMKEL, Chiefs of Staff of the 10th and 14 th Armies, load a s su red 
us t h a t t h e i r commanders would support us t o t h e end; bu t suddenly 
•when they heard t h a t we had put SCHULZ under a r r e s t , they decided not 
to give t h e i r suppor t , because , they s a i d , t h e whole t h i n g was 
i l l e g a l and they could not approve of such an a c t . Then ROETTIGER 
broke down, and the whole t r i o packed up. ROETTIGER was i n such a 
s t a t e t h a t I had t o hur ry down from my q u a r t e r s t o p reven t him from 
blowing out h i s b r a i n s . Then I sa t down t o lunch wi th SCHULZ and 
MENZEL and for two whole hours exp la ined t o them what i t was a l l about 
and what was a t s t a k e . I t o l d them t h a t we could not c a r r y on as 
we were, and asked them wliether they d i d n ' t want to j o i n us a g a i n 
v o l u n t a r i l y . I t o l d them t h a t t h i s was an oppor tun i ty f o r them t o 
do t h e i r duty by t h e i r Fa the r l and and t h a t they had a l r eady h i n t e d t o 
me t h a t they d id not l a c k unders tand ing fo r my p i c a s ; t h a t t h e i r 
judgement of our p o s i t i o n s wa<-- very s i m i l a r to n i n e ; and whether they 
would not now j o i n me i n p r e s e n t i n g t h e r e views i n the s t r onges t 
p o s s i b l e form t o t h e F i e l d Marshal« At l a s t I got them so f a r t h a t 
they sa id t h a t they were p repared to acknowledge the honourable mot ives 
which had guided my a c t i o n , a l though they themselves had been b i t t e r l y 
hu r t by i t - they load a r r i v e d on one day aod on the next clay t hey had 
been put under a r r e s t . Af te r a g rea t dea l more t a l k they a t l a s t 
s a id : "All r i g h t , we a re wi th you aga in , wo s h a l l r a i s e no p e r s o n a l 
o r o f f i c i a l o b j e c t i o n s " . SCHULZ i s a c t u a l l y a very deoent and p r a c ­
t i c a l man, and MENZEL a l so sa id t h a t he was a t my d i s p o s a l , I s a id : 
"Look h e r e , ray c h i l d r e n , d o n ' t l e t ' s waste any more t ime , i t ' s 
GERMANY t h a t ' s a t s t a k e , and not i n d i v i d u a l s , You know a l l t he se 
Army Commanders, I d o n ' t . P l ea se see t h i s t h i n g tüirough wi th me. 
Get i n touch w i th the Commanders and t e l l then; t h a t my o rde r s a re 
t o be s t r i c t l y c a r r i e d ou t " . They rang then up arid a conference of 
sen io r commanders was c a l l e d f o r 1800 l i re , i n c l u d i n g General POHL 
and LOEBITSCH and myself - t h a t ' s t o say, everybody r e s p o n s i b l e fo r 
t h i s t h e a t r e . I n the meantime, I got POHL t o come, t o o , and t o l d him 
t h a t the c a p i t u l a t i o n terms were a l r eady much l e s s favourable because 
of t h e de lay : f i r s t l y , because tiie Russ ians had made b i g advances , 
secondly, because the Eng l i sh and Americans had advanced, and t h i r d l y 
because the c o n c e n t r a t i o n camp a t r o c i t i e s had becomo known« POHL 
was very despondent when he heard a l l t h a t and r a i d : ' !0h, heavens , 
we r e a l l y a re i n a mess. And now you 've got us i n t o i t , t o o " . ' I 
s a id : "No, POHL, I d i d n ' t get you i n t o i t , and however d i f f i c u l t 
t h i s step-may b e , you have got t o admit t h a t i t ' s t he only s e n s i b l e 
and the only p o s s i b l e way ou t , Learo i t to n c " , He sa id : "All 
r i g h t , I 'm wi th you and I 'm q u i t e sure t h a t i::' you l e t me go t o 
LEMELSEN and l e t me t a l k to him, I ' l l get him ovev to our- s ide t o o " . 
In the meantime some of the o t h e r s liad a r r i v e d and were a rgu ing one 
way and the o t h e r and I was .vonied t h a t LEIvZZL might change h i s 
mind aga in , because two u n c e r t a i n people who've got to make up each 
o t h e r s ' minds a re h o p e l e s s . I sa id : '''Look h e r e , POHL-, you 've 
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been so decen t , you won ' t b e t r a y me o r s t ab me i n t h e back , do 
your very b e s t t o get LEMELSEN on t o our s i d e " . And he was as 
good as h i s word. So as soon as we 'd r e l e a s e d SCHULZ end pu t 
him i n command aga in , so t h a t the -whole b u s i n e s s v/as above board , 
HERR gave h i s suppor t , and LEMELSEN and POHL, t o o . LOEBITSCH 
was s tand ing i n a corner l i k e a weeping wi l low and sa id t h a t the 
Admiral would never give h i s consent and no , we shou ldn ' t f o r 
heaven ' s sake force him t o do i t - a l l t h i s i n h i s s i l l y , a f f e c t e d 
way, I l e t him stand t h e r e and t r e a t e d him a s i f he d i d n ' t 
e x i s t . E s p e c i a l l y as I had the t h r e e Amy Commanders and POHL 
on my s i d e , I t hough t , never mind LOEBITSCH, we've s t i l l got 
SCHULZ, I n t h e meantime a l l t he oomplaints from the Armies a r r i v e d . 
Some of them had only two guns , The i n f a n t r y had j u s t about enough . 
ammunition to l a s t them one day, w i th l uck ; they d i d n ' t even have 
enough t o defend -themselves a g a i n s t the p a r t i s a n s i n t h e i r r e a r . 
Then a l l the gentlemen came t o the conc lus ion . t ha t the p o s i t i o n of 
our armies was d e s p e r a t e ; t h a t they accepted the arguments pu t 
forward by Obergruppenfuehrer WOLFF and guaran teed the honourable 
acceptance and execu t ion of the terms as t hey were s igned; and t h a t 
t hey would i s sue the necessa ry o rde r s t o the e f f e c t t h a t on t h e 
fo l lowing day, a t 12 o ' c l o c k Greenwich Mean Time the Cease F i r e 
should be sounded. But then SCHULZ sa id : "All r i g h t , t h i s i s a l l 
ve ry w e l l and good, and I agree f u l l y ; I ' l l see what t h e r e i s t o be 
done. But wi thout the consent of KESSELRING, no J" We t r i e d t o 
ge t through t o KESSELRING: he wasn ' t t h e r e . Who was t h e r e ? 
What a re we t o do now ? Another i r o n we had had i n t h e f i r e , wi th 
the a i d of a middle-man to KESSELRING - BLASGCWITZ (?) - had a l s o 
f a i l e d , because lie v/as too cowardly and clumsy and too i n t e r e s t e d i n 
h i s own g a i n , t o have the s t r e n g t h and the courage t o get KESSELRING 
on t o our s i d e . And t ime was p a s s i n g . I t s t ruok e i g h t . We t r i e d 
a g a i n t o get th rough . No good. Half p a s t e i g h t . ALEXANnER had 
been w a i t i n g f o r our conf i rmat ion since 12 o ' c l o c k . I t was h igh 
t ime t o l e t him know, so t h a t he could give t h e necessa ry o r d e r s t o 
h i s t ank spearheads and stop them i n t ime . Nothing happened. At 
a q u a r t e r p a s t nine t h e r e v/as a s i g n a l from ALEXANDER w r i t t e n i n a 
r e a l l y very s o l d i e r l y and t a c t f u l form, "I must aga in ask f o r an 
urgent d e c i s i o n v/hether the s i g n a t u r e s a re t o be honoured or n o t , a s 
o therwise i t w i l l be imposs ib le t o hold up my t a n k s " . I sen t a 
s igna l back: "Will t r y to l e t you have d e c i s i o n by t e n o ' c l o c k " . 
Half p a s t n i n e . What v/as I t o do ? Another s igna l to ALEXANDER: 
"Many thanks f o r t a c t f u l reminder . Dec i s ion w i l l fo l low w i t h i n 
next hour" . I t s t r u c k t e n . I n the meantime I ' d aga in t r i e d t o 
ge t th rough t o KESSELRING a t ha l f p a s t n i n e . With no r e s u l t . I t 
s t r u c k e l even and a g a i n ALEXANDER'S t ime l i m i t had been exceeded. 
We had ano the r d i s c u s s i o n and SCHULZ and MENZEL s t i l l i n s i s t e d on 
having KESSELRING' s consen t . But t h e n LEMELSEN, HERR, POHL arid 
myself s a i a : «yfell, SCHULZ and MENZEL a re aga in s h i r k i n g t h e i s s u e , 
t h e r e seems t o be no-one who has s u f f i c i e n t g u t s to make an 
independent d e c i s i o n even when i t i s a ques t i on of hundreds and 
thousands of s o l d i e r s ' l i v e s and of thousands of German f a m i l i e s . 
Therefore we s h a l l make the d e c i s i o n , l e t them do what t hey l i k e 
about i t , and KESSELRING t o o " . There was a Major von SPITZ 
p r e s e n t when we made t h i s d e c i s i o n , he r o l l e d h i s eyes w i t h f u r y , 
he was one of those t y p i c a l wi ld General S ta f f o f f i c e r s . At 
e l even o ' c l o c k , when WESTPHAL had not made good h i s promise t o 
con t ac t u s , my o rde r s were i s s u e d . Orders t o my 10th Army, o r d e r s 
t o my 14 th Army, o r d e r s t o my Ai r F o r c e , o r d e r s t o a l l u n i t s of the 
SS i n ITALY: "From to-morrow, twelve o ' c l o c k Greenwich Mean Time, 
f o u r t e e n hours I t a l i a n t ime : a r m i s t i c e . F u r t h e r o r d e r s w i l l 
fo l low" . The m a j o r ' s eyes bulged out of h i s liead. So d i d SCHULZ's, 
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At a quarter past eleven the reply telegram was sent to General 
ALEXANDER. At half past eleven v/e were s t i l l waiting for word 
from KESSELRING - we were a l l completely finished by then - i t was 
so p i t i f u l to witness t h i s tragedy of German obedience and the lack 
of moral courage and the fear of r espons ib i l i ty . 

Well, then fate herself came to our help with the news of the 
FUEHRER'S death. DCC73IZ was to be his successor. Before we had 
sent the telegram to AwiiAANDER at about half past nine, when I had 
been through to Y/ESTPHAL at his headquarters, I hod implored him, in 
the presence of two other generals, to r ea l i se that the s i tua t ion 
was desperate and tha t so many things were at stake. I had t o l d him 
that t h i s was tine l a s t chancej but that nei ther he, nor General 
SCHULZ, nor the others , were in a pos i t ion , or were prepared and 
va i l ing to take the respons ib i l i ty" . There arc four /army commanders 
standing here" , I said, "who demand that you give one of us the power 
to do what i s necessary. Not one of us lias any personal ambition, 
none of us has the in tent ion of seeking the pro tec t ion of the enemy, 
v/e are prepared to defend our action and wi l l sub .it to the Fie ld 
Marshal 's judgement. But t h i s matter must be car r ied through to 
the end. The decision must be made- now, otherwise i t w i l l be too 
l a t e and the fight wi l l go on. Yfell, then at about a quarter past 
eleven came 'the news of the FUEHRER'S death. We breathed a sigh of 
r e l i e f . You know, there were t e a r s in our eyes, because a f t e r a l l 
the d i f f i c u l t i e s we had been through and a l l the wrest l ing v/e had 
had to do with so many people, fate had been kind to us and, accord­
ing to the agreement I had reached with KESSELRING when I had l a s t 
seen him, had removed the l a s t obstacle, Nov/ v/e could go s t ra igh t 
ahead. But what happened ? A message from KESSELRING' s head­
quarters : "No, i t ' s out of the question. DOENITZ i s the FUEHRER'S 
successor, KESSELRING has put himself under h i s oommand, the f ight 
goes on". As SCHULZ, in spite of t h i s new development s t i l l did not 
want to support our decision, we became rather more pressing with him, 
and suddenly, because he f e l t himself cornered, lie became very angry, 
and showed us the door, "Gentlemen", he said, "up to now I have used 
a comradely tone, I liave given my conditioned consent to your decision, 
I have t r i e d to make the best of a bad bargain. But don't forget 
the scandalous way in which I was t rea ted t h i s mornlir; and that in 
spi te of i t I gave you my moral support, I was ready to f a l l in with your 
idcasj * . But I am bound to obedience. The Field Marshal especia l ly 
to ld me that he t rus ted me and I cannot abuse his t r u s t , I cannot 
and may not, you have got to understand t h a t . Nov/ dare you come 
here and bribe me and bring pressure to bear on me. Nov/ get out of 
here , I'm t i r e d of t h i s , do you understand ? I'm s t i l l the Supreme 
Commander in t h i s p lace . If you choose to go your own way, well and 
good; but then i t ' s on your own respons ib i l i ty ; and for God's sake 
don ' t expect me to do the same". And then he showed us out, Y/e 
los t our temper and to ld him to go to he l l and proceeded to got out 
ourselves. In the meantime, the passage leading from the house to 
*the tunnel was absolutely swarming with people, off icers wore standing 
guard everywhere and were preparing to barricade off the tunnel and 
take everybody inside - t h a t ' s to say, us as well - pr isoner . 
Evidently SCHULZ had betrayed the fact that v/e had already given 
orders for the cease f i r e . Now the question was how to get out. We 
got out through the back and side doors, which I happened to know. All 
my men and the others who had supported me got out somehow and we 
returned to my c a s t l e , ROETTIGER and his secretary, v/ho had walked up 
in the r a in without hat and coat, eventually arr ived too, completely 
soaked. In the meantime an order had been given for P C L ' s a r r e s t . 
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DESSLOCH, the Col. General of the 6th (?) Air Fleet, had t e l e ­
phoned POHL's Gl and ordered him to arrest his general. 
Fortunately the Gl was a very decent chap and did nothing of the 
sort. POHL came up to my castle and put himself under my pro­
tection, and later he and LEMELSEN drovo off to the l a t t e r ' s 
headquarters. Then i t "became apparent that new orders were 
out for the arrest of VIETINGHOFF, ROETTIGER and General KAEMPF, 
the signals officer who had disconnected our communications, and 
MOLL. "When vre realised that we were a l l to he arrested we went 
indoors and I ordered my tanks and my assault troops to assemble 
to defend me. The Army Commanders, who had really intended to 
spend the night with me, drove off in a great hurry to get back 
to their armies, under whose protection they would feel more safe. 
I was implored to escape as well, everybody told me i t was not 
safe to remain so close to the paratroops, who by calling in their 
units could assemble a whole division in that area, I had no 
ohances against them with ray seven tanks and two hundred and fifty 
men, I should only get them shot to pieces, and I should have to 
escape. But I wanted to stay. Well, then, at two o'clock, as 
a l l the excitement was mounting to fever pitch and our emergenoy 
luggage was standing in the hall ready and packed for flight -
into the middle of a l l ' tha t , came a phone call from KESSELRING. 
This conversation lasted for two whole hours during which I implored 
KESSELRING again and again to see reason and once more explained the 
whole position to him. All to no avail. KESSELRING was furious 
and stormed at me "How dare you do anything of the sort, you are not 
only tearing my own Army Group to pieces, but owing to this wilful 
and egoistic action on the part of Army Group SOUTH-VEST, which just 
deoides to .0*1 VC *U*P the fight, you are tearing a l l my defensive plans 
to pieces and causing the whole carefully built up edifice to 
totter", I: sail: Throe:tines in these past months I have offered my 
help, and that of my Armies, to you and to the REICH, and if you 
had made use of this offer a lot of human blood need not have flowed 
and a great deal of destruction would have been avoided. Here in 
ITALY things cannot go on any longer. we bear the responsibility 
for our actions, and I can assure you that i t was in your interests 
as well. I could even, if you gave me your permission, get the same 
terms of surrender for Army Groups Gand SOUTH-EAST, I need only 
send out a signal and the thing is done. And moreover, you seem to 
have completely forgotten that I kept you in the picture from the 
very beginning and told you exactly what our position was, although 
I had no reason for doing so. You knew what was at stake, and now 
you stab us in the back by removing VIETINGHOFF. I t ' s out of the 
question that the agreements we have made should not be honoured; 
we have taken action and we are ready to stand by i t and we are at 
the same time willing to submit to your judgement later . But 
f i rs t this thing has got to be carried through to the end, I am 
oonvinced history will vindicate us. Also, I don't think you 
ought to forget that so far you have always done well to follow my 
advice. You will do well to do so again this time. You don't 
seem to realise what is at stake". Then he asked me "Is the result 
of the capitulation that you are to return to the REICH, and 
immediately, together with Anglo-American units, continue the fight 
against RUSSIA ?" I said: "Field Marshal, I don't know whether 
your thoughts are running away with you, but as far as that thought 
is concerned, i t ' s entirely out of the question, I have at least 
been able to conclude the negotiations under the best conditions 
possible with the Anglo-Americans - admittedly in the presence of 
a Russian, but he simply stood there and neither signed, nor spoke 
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a single vrord. I have managed to save a lo t of my men; they 
won't 'go to SIBERIA or to the BALKANS or to NORTH AFRICA or heaven 
knows where e l se ; and I could probably do the same for many of the 
others. The question i s •whether you wi l l be able to answer to 
history or to our enemies for continuing the fight af ter our l i nes 
have collapsed. Par t i cu la r ly now that trie death of the FUEHRER 
has become known and you, too, are released from your oath, i t i s 
your duty to refuse to t ransfe r t h i s oath to any other person. No 
oath of personal loyalty i s t ransferable , anyway. I am not in the 
l eas t in te res ted in Herr D0EKITZ. I feel in no way bound to 
obedience to Herr DOENITZ. Herr D0ENITZ means l e s s than nothing 
to me. V/hoever goes on f ighting now i s the greates t of war cr iminals; 
to go on i s i r r e spons ib i l i ty i t s e l f . I t i s a highly debatable 
question whether the FUEHRER'S f ina l b a t t l e had to be fought in 
BERLIN, and whether the whole population, the women and the innocent 
children, had to be sacrif iced for t h i s piece of cheap heroism -
whether i t was jus t i f i ab le that the whole town should have been 
destroyed. I t i s a matter for his tory to judge whether i t would 
not have been possible for him to go f i f t y kilometres to the East or 
to the West and to fight and f a l l there , or whether i t had to be 
BERLIN. But even i f you believe that he was j u s t i f i ed , even i f you 
d idn ' t feel tha t h i s act ion there released you from your oath - you 
are released now by h is death. And i f you don't act now, then I 
want you to re la i se tha t you are, one of the biggest and worst war 
criminals of a l l time. That i t what I have to t e l l you". Well, 
that seemed to put the wind up him at l a s t . I t las ted for two 
hours and I was absolutely f inished. At times TENNER had had to 
speak for me, because i t was a. f r ightful ly bad connection, and a l l 
the more d i f f i cu l t to hear anything because MENZEL and SCHULZ, and 
every single telephone exchange vre re l i s t en ing in to t h i s highly 
in te res t ing conversation and refused to get off the l i n e . Well, half 
an hour l a t e r SCHULZ rang rne up, by that time I d idn ' t care a damn 
what he had to say. The Field Marshal had rung him up and given him 
permission for the confirmation of the terms of surrender. 

Before KESSELRING1s c a l l had come through, at about half past one, 
I had sent another signal to ALEXANDER and made i t quite c lear to him 
that although, as a resu l t of HOFER's be t r aya l , KESSELRING had deprived 
VIETINGHOFF of h i s command and he was not therefore in a pos i t ion to 
honour the signature of h is representa t ive , the General Officers 
Commanding the 10th and 14th Armies and POHL and myself had given the 
order for the cease f i re on our own respons ib i l i ty and in spite of 
KESSELRING' s opposition« I had informed him tha t t lie re were orders 
out for our a r r e s t and that although vre were determined to carry out 

.h is terms, our own l i ves were in danger am there was s t i l l doubt as 
to whether our orders would be obeyed. At half past four I was able 
to send him another signal to say that the terms would be honoured, 
and then I f e l l into an exhausted sleep. 

Every act ion I took during a l l t h i s time I took knowingly and I 
feel ce r t a in tha t his tory wi l l prove me r i g h t . KESSELRING, of course, 
continued the fight for another week and then had to do exactly the 
same, and under worse conditions than I could have got for him. 
However, I think he rea l i sed h is mistake, .because for my birthday on 
the 13th of May he sent me the f r i end l ies t possible greetings* 
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