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This conversation was obtained when DOMEZLAFF was granted an 
interview with WOLFF and began by asking for instructions conoerning the 
extent to which he was free to give information to Interrogating Offioers. 
In the course of the ensuing conversation four main topios were discussed: 
responsibility for war crimes, with special reference to the FOSSE ARDEATINI 
executions in ROME; the extent to which G. I.S. personnel should assist the 
Allies to determine war-guilt; the use to which high ranking FW may be put 
after their release; and the fostering of a new national spirit in GERMANY, 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Personalities mentioned in the text. 

Name 

ENGELMANN 

Appointment 

Colonel. OC the Fuehrerstelle ITALIEN of 
the RSHA Militaerisohes Amt. 

FRANK SS Obergruppenfuehrer, Minister of State. 
Senior SS and Police Leader in the Protec­
torate. 

KAPPLER SS Obersturmbannfuehrer. LO t o I t a l i a n 
P o l i c e , Formerly OC Sipo und SD E i n s a t z ­
kommando ROME, 

KOCH 

LÜHSE 

G a u l e i t e r and Oberpraes ident of EAST PRUSSIA. 

G a u l e i t e r and Oberuraes ident of SCHLESWIG­
HOLSTEIN. 

IvSACKENSEN C o l . G e n e r a l . GOC 14 Army, F e b - J u l hl^ 

Name Rank Appointment, 

WOLFF SS Obergruppenfuehrer M i l i t a r y P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y i n 
und General der ITALY and Highest SS Of f i ce r . 
Waffen-SS. 

DOMIZLAFF SS Sturmbannfuehrer On s t a f f of t h e SS und P o l l s e i -
fuehre r OEERITALIEN-WEST. F o r ­
merly i n Abt I I I of the B.d ,S 
ITALIEN. 

+++++++++++++-H-+++ ! ++++ 

Conversa t ion he ld on 27 May 4ft. 

DOMIZLAFF : On the whole I have the impression that for the time being. 
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our people have done -with National Socialism. 

Yes, for the time being it's finished, except for certain 
aspects of it which vre re good. But even those we shall only 
be able to revive in a new form - not under the old name, or 
with the same trappings. The swastika, the SS - they're 
like an emetic to our victors - they reaot to them as we do 
to the hammer and siokle, 

We were so often so near to final victory I After DUNKIRK 
we oould have gone over in fishing boats I 

One can see that the FUEHRER was betrayed «., 

»«•And that at the end it was he who let us down. No, there's 
nothing left of the old National Socialism - for whioh, after 
all, we've given the best part of our lives and our health, 

We always made the same mistakes. For the ocoupied terri­
tories, for instance, whether they were in the West or the East 
or the North, we found no better governors than Herr ROSENBERG-, 
Gauleiter KOCH, Gauleiter LOHSE and Minister FRANK - each one 
more oorrupt and vicious and fond of luxury than the other, 
We saw what happened as a result: people who had welcomed us 
enthusiastically as liberators, who had showered us with flowers -
what beoame of them ? Within the shortest possible time they 
had become members of a most embittered resistance movement, 

1 And the only theatre of war in which things were different was 
really ours, because vre purposely adopted a well thought out and 

I careful polioy. And as you saw yourself, apart from a few 
/ individual cases, a few little lapses, which naturally could not 
( be avoided even during the twenty months I bore the general 
responsibility ... 

Yes, in that connection I wanted to mention the ROME affair 
in particular. 

The ROME affair is. of course, one of the most awkward cases, 

And I should like to know whether KAPPLER was responsible 
for the order, and whether we are supposed to mention the faot ? 

Well; the real responsibility lies with 12fth Army. Colonel 
General von MACKENSEN - he gave the order. But KAPPLER then 
made the great mistake of not insisting that the execution was 
carried out by the unit whose men had been killed. After all, 
they were the people who had most cause to want to avenge their 
fallen and wounded comrades. Or at least it should have been 
the same battalion. And when they refused to carry out the 
order - they were newly trained South Tyroleans, soft characters 
who hadn't been in the Army for long - he should either have 
insisted on it, or have asked Army or the City Commandant to 
provide the necessary personnel. The mistake was that he did 
not treat each case individually as we usually did in such cases, 
the whole proceedings being perfectly correct and carried out 
without a hitch. But from everything I have heard it seems 
clear that even in this case no injustice was done, because he 
took only people who were heavily inoriminated, or who had 
already been condemned to death or v/ho would have been condemned 
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had the proceedings against them been completed. So the 
main respons ib i l i ty l i e s with 14th Army - or with Army Group; 
but KAPPLER,of course, can ' t expect to get away scot free 
because he did not observe good form, and because, from a 
mistaken sense of devotion to duty, he undertook the execution 
of the sentence. In that way he re l ieved the others , who 
only had the courage to order the execution, of some of t h e i r 
respons ib i l i ty ; and t h a t , in the eyes of the Al l i e s , makes him 
gui l ty . But i t can be no more than complicity, and not the 
main g u i l t , and I shal l do everything in my power to get KAPPLER 
out of t h i s predicament. And tha t appl ies to h is comrades too» 
They, I be l ieve , are also being involved in the matter ? 

DOMIZLAFF : Yes, as eye-witnesses . . . . 

(Note: I t i s possible that t h i s should read: -

WOLFF : You, I be l ieve , are also being involved 
in the matter ? 

DOMIZLAFF: Yes. As eye-witness. 

DOMIZLAFF was employed a t the Sipo und SD Einzatzkommando 
ROME at the time of the executions,) 

. . . I ' v e been to ld here tha t KAPPLER gave an order that every 
member of the Kommando was to take pa r t i n the shooting, 

WOLFF : Mnram -

DOMIZLAFF : And i f tha t order r ea l ly was given - I don ' t know quite 
what they would make of that here. Do you rea l ly think they 
wi l l t r e a t everybody in the •Aussenkommando as a war oriminal ? 

WOLFF : Well, I hardly think so; what they did i s n ' t nearly bad 
enough to make them war criminals. Do you know.whether such 
an unjusti . iec1 uid b ru ta l order rea l ly was given ? 

DOMIZLAFF : I was to ld so l a t e r . . . 

WOLFF : Y e s , b u t by t h e enemy ? 

DOMIZLAFF : No, by one of o u r p e o p l e , of c o u r s e . . . 

WOLFF : Yes. Well, I think-1 should adopt the a t t i t ude . . . I 
don' t know , . , have you already been interrogated on the 
subject ? Did they ask you for information about i t ? 

DOMIZLAFF : Yes. 

WOLFF : And what d i d you say ? 

DOMIZLAFF : I said that I a idn ' t know anything about i t . 

WOLFF : Well, i f we were to s t a r t giving them confirmation of every 
rumour and every unimportant poin t , we should only be oausing 
quite unnecessary trouble - bes ides , these things are so 
unimportant, I have worked in ITALY, and we always used 
methods which vre re humane, and decent, and so ld ie r ly , and above 
a l l , j u s t . We were s tern , but j u s t . And those methods are 
bearing f ru i t now and have earned us the respect of the enemy. 
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But on the other hand, the enemy have also drawn a t t en t ion to 
every l i t t l e breach of good conduct that occurred, and they 
are anxio\is to find out who i s responsible. Personally, I 
an of the opinion tha t i f vre are asked something rea l ly impor-
tant in t h i s respect , where i t i s c lea r , or where there i s 
proof tha t we do know something about i t , that we should then 
not withhold information, because otherwise vre should put our­
selves into a very unpleasant pos i t ion and would cer ta in ly get 
sent home l a s t of a l l , or even never. But I have always f e l t 
tha t onoe we had capi tulated we had put our fate into the hands 
of our v i c to r s ; and in tha t connection cer ta in promises "were 
made and ce r t a in hopes aroused during the t a l k s which took place 
before the aotual surrender negotiat ions were concluded. But 
at the moment i t i s wiser not to inention these things or to make 
too much of them. So nor/ vre have got to carry out our de te r ­
mination in a logica l manner and stand by mistakes that may 
have "been ma.de. But by tha t I do not mean that we should 
inoriminate people unnecessarily - that i s , one should never 
give the names of any of our people,only in the hope of i ng ra t i a ­
t ing oneself, or of ge t t ing into a b e t t e r camp, or of get t ing 
b e t t e r treatment. That would be a most despicable act ion, and 
I know tha t these Germanic cousins of ours - these Englishmen -
are very sens i t ive to that sort of behaviour, however in te res ted 
they may be in any pa r t i cu l a r case« I can see that from the 
contemptuous way in which, even with me, they discuss the methods 
used by the I t a l i a n s . So the thing i s not to t e l l them anything, 
not to denounce anyone or report anything, unless i t i s already 
known. But i f you are asked a straightforward question about 

> something which you cannot deny, you w i l l , of course, have to-
t e l l the t ru th . But i t wi l l be as well to avoid mention of a l l 
subjects which cannot be proved, t h a t ' s to say, th ings you did not 
witness yourself, and which vre re not checked, and of which nothing 
def in i te i s known. On the other hand, you should, of course, 
t e l l them most conscientiously anything which contr ibutes to the 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n and easing of the pos i t ion in general. I gave the 
same ins t ruc t ions to Colonel von ENGELMANN' s men who s t i l l had 
scruples about giving information. I pointed out to them that i t 
i s of the greates t importance to the fa te of our Army Group in 
general , and of our sector , the Waffen SS and the Ordnungs - and 
Sicherhei tspol ize i t h a t , in p a r t i c u l a r , one should adopt an 
unequivooal and loyal a t t i t ude towards the English i n these 
mat ters . Rather than that the «hole Army Group should suffer, 
i t i s be t t e r for three or five or ten men, i f i t has to be, to 
suffer more or l e s s severe individual punishment; and I for nry 
p a r t , i f I hear of such cases, shal l do everything I can, p a r t i ­
cular ly i f I know a man to be a decent ohap, to plead extenuating 
circumstances for any mistakes he may have made, or see tha t a t 
l eas t the length of h i s sentence i s kept within bounds« In two 
years from now a l l these things wi l l look quite di f ferent to the 
English, don' t you agree ? That i s the course I think we should 
follow, and no-one should t ry to shirk i t , 

The example .set- us by the Reichsfuehrer i s of oourse the 
most shat ter ing thing we could have experienced. You see, one 
cannot on the one hand build up these concentration camps and 
gas c e l l s and inc inera tors on such a sca le , and especia l ly allow 

( a l l those f i l t hy and inhuman ac t s - of which we a f t e r a l l knew 
J nothing - to be committed, and then not stand by them and 
acknowledge one's r e spons ib i l i ty . E i ther he should have died 

http://ma.de


- 5 - . 
T O P S E C R E T 

CSDIC/CMP/X 172, 

( 

a t once, and t h a t could have been a r ranged because t h e r e were 
d i v i s i o n s which fought t o the l a s t man - o r he should have 
surrendered immediately a f t e r t h e a r m i s t i c e , a f t e r t he o a p i t u -
l a t i o n . He should have sur rendered e i t h e r because he had a 

1
c l e a r consc ience , or i f he d i d n ' t , out of a he ro i c concept ion 
of h i s du ty . He should have sa id : "All r i g h t , I accep t 
gene ra l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I d id not know about the BELSEN 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n camp, and I am s h a t t e r e d by t h e news of what 

_ happened t h e r e ; but I am w i l l i n g t o accept t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , ' ' . 
He should have accep ted the whole g u i l t t o save some of the 
o t h e r s . Because now t h e consequences of h i s a c t i o n w i l l be 
t h a t everybody w i l l be t h r e a t e n e d by the same r e t r i b u t i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g the good, harmless l i t t l e men who were d r a f t e d i n t o 
t h e SS and a re not i n t h e l e a s t t o blame - men from AUSTRIA and 
BAVARIA or from C a t h o l i c WESTPHALIA, who could no t avo id b e i n g 
pu t i n t o the SS, and who have never eve r seen a c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
camp. Now these people a re t o be h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e . We know 
ou r se lves how many decent P a r t y c e l l - l e a d e r s and Ortsgruppen­
l e i t e r t h e r e were , l i t t l e men and decent a r t i s a n s who have never 
i n t h e i r l i v e s done anyth ing wrong, and who went on b e l i e v i n g i n 
t h e FUEHRER t o the very l a s t . I f they are a l l t o be h e l d t o 
account now - i f they a re t o pay f o r what happened a t BELSEN 
j u s t because they were members of t h e P a r t y , t h a t would be 
t e r r i b l y u n f a i r . And t h e n I wonder t oo about my own pos i t i on« 

The Anglo-Americans say: "The FUEHRER and Na t iona l Soc ia l i sm 
have p layed havoc wi th us a l l . They have des t royed the comfort 
of our peace- t ime l i v e s . They have reduced the whole of LONDON, 
o r a t l e a s t ha l f LONDON, t o smoke and a shes . They liave cos t one 
of us t h r e e hundred and tv/enty thousand , and the o t h e r two hundredT" 
thousand, dead. They have run us i n t o debt t o t h e e x t e n t of 
m i l l i a r d s and m i l l i a r d s " . And i t i s only n a t u r a l t h a t t hey 
should say now: "We' l l get t o the bottom of a l l t h i s ; w e ' l l see 
who i s r e s p o n s i b l e ; t h i s must be roo ted out onoe and f o r a l l . " 
And i t ' s perhaps not so very s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e Americans, wi th 
t h e i r arrogance - from BALTIMORE or NEW YORK they simply cannot 
see where the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y r e s t s i n t h e REICH, o r i n the P a r t y , 
o r i n the SS; and t h e y ' r e t h e r e f o r e qu i t e l i k e l y t o empty t h e 
baby out w i th i t s b a t h - i t ' s not s u r p r i s i n g ; bu t we have t o 
f i g h t a g a i n s t i t , and I have a l r e a d y w r i t t e n memoranda on t h e 
s u b j e c t , and I s h a l l no t h e s i t a t e to use a l l my connec t ions t o 
p reven t any wholesale r e t r i b u t i o n . But a l t o g e t h e r , i f one can 
make any p ropheo ies a t a l l , I t h i n k one might say t h a t f o r the 
time be ing i t i s q u i t e a good t h i n g t h a t we a r e i n t e r n e d h e r e , 
I c e r t a i n l y hope t h a t i t v a i l only be f o r a few months - l e t ' s 
say u n t i l the h a r v e s t has been ga thered i n GERMANY', j u s t a few 
months u n t i l the end of the summer. 

OMIZLAFF Well , t o cone back to our o r i g i n a l s u b j e c t , I imagine t h a t fo r 
some t ime t o come GERMANY « i l l be r u l e d e n t i r e l y by enemy powers , 
and t h a t probably t h e r e w i l l be a cons ide rab le i n c r e a s e of t h e 
Communist e lements . But l a t e r - i t vri.ll t ake time of course -
I f e e l t h a t t h e h e a l t h y e lements of Na t iona l Soc i a l i sm , and 
people who r e p r e s e n t only the b e s t t h i n g s t h e movement stood f o r , 
w i l l combine a g a i n . But they w i l l be people who a re r e a l l y 
i d e a l i s t i c i n out look and not merely i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e i r own 
p e r s o n a l g a i n , . , 

Only - never under the name of Na t iona l Soc ia l i sm. The most 
we can hope to ach ieve here i s : f i r s t , t h a t we d o n ' t s t ay too 

1 . 
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long; and second, that vre go home from here with an excellent 
a l i b i , with a sort of a l i b i stamp on us - and I'm going to 
fight for that for everyone of you - so that we don' t get 
back to our homes as second or f i f t h ra te men, but that we can 
feel that t h e r e ' s no-one before whom we need hang our heads« 
Then the next question that I want to s e t t l e here i s how I can 
help you individually - that i s , how you are going to be made 
use of. Will the Al l ies give us work to do, or w i l l each one 
of us have to s t a r t at the bottom again and look for some work 
to support our wives and children ? But even tha t would not 

(
be the worst , the most important th ing f i r s t of a l l i s to go 
through the Allied machinery here and. then get home provided 
with a l l the necessary papers and passes - shal l we say " t r i ed , 
t e s ted , and not found wanting". The r e s t i s a question of 
development. The Al l ies w i l l know us by then and our future 
•will depend on whether - or to what extent - leading p e r s o n a l i t i e s , 
or perhaps I should say old Nazis of the decent so r t , not the 
corrupt so r t , wi l l be used; or to what extent they w i l l l e t us 
co-operate or even entrust us with respons ib i l i ty . I f they 

I don ' t , then something or other w i l l have to happen; but we wi l l 
I only be able to work on a very general national and social ba s i s . 
/ I don' t know, and I don' t think i t has been decided, how quickly 
\ these people wi l l allow us to have our own parliamentary govern-

Jf ment, I hardly think that i t w i l l be very soon, because to begin 
( with there wi l l be three or four separate zones of occupation. 
\ Inside those zones there wi l l doubtless be c i v i l administrat ions, 
( and one -.vi 11 have to see whether the Al l i e s w i l l approach us and 

want our services . There i s no-one a t the moment who can say 
what i s to happen, because i t r e s t s purely on the decision of the 
Big. Three: STALIN, CHURCHILL and TRUMAN. They v a i l have to make 
up t h e i r minds f i r s t ; and they've a l l got more important problems 
to solve f i r s t . One of them has only just become Pres ident , and 
another lias just resigned h i s post and i s preparing for a new 
e lec t ion . That ce r ta in ly hasn ' t helped to ease the present 
pos i t ion; and the f i r s t thing now i s to see c lea r ly on a l l p o l i ­
t i c a l questions. Behind the scenes, of course, the Al l ies a lso 
have a l l sor ts of differences amongst themselves, and quite apar t 
from that the question of JAPAN hasn ' t been se t t l ed ye t , although 
that i s ac tua l ly only a question of time, 

: Yes, I can eas i ly imagine that Bolshevism w i l l make enornouss 

headwyin the REICH, 

: Certainly, 

J Even in those areas not occupied by the Russians, 
: Yes, that i s the obvious development a f t e r the complete col lapse 

vre have suffered. What e lse i s there ? The German Nationals 
(Deutschnationalen) ? That means monarchy - impossible. An 
outlived system, and an economy which has nothing to offer. No, 
except in a few countr ies , monarchy i s f inished. As for National 
Socialism, that has been brought to i t ' s knees too , and only l i v e s 
on hidden in the hear ts of a few i d e a l i s t s who are powerless and 
have to be very careful not to show t h e i r t rue fee l ings , or they 
and t h e i r families would have to suffer. But there i s s t i l l the 
hope that somehow vre wi l l succeed, not only in providing s a t i s ­
fact ion for the most urgent p rac t i ca l necess i t i e s of l i f e , but 
tha t somehow vre w i l l again succeed in assembling men around a 
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national idea l , although t h i s nay not be possible without the 
knowledge and the help cf the others , We must just hope that 
i t w i l l be possible to mobilise Anglo -American i n t e r e s t s •which 
wi l l favour our hopes and wishes. But when that wi l l become 
a p o s s i b i l i t y again i t i s hard to t e l l , (Note: the following 
sentences could only be pa r t ly understood.) But there may be 
other ways and means , , , a l i t t l e sk i l l fu l ' chea t ing" (mogeln) -
an a r t fu l debtor who lias to, be in teres ted in "softening up" his 
c red i tor (seinen Glaeübiger weich zu kr iegen) , who gives no 
quarter because h is los t cap i t a l i s outside the country . . . 
wel l , there are chances there too , so there i s plenty of work 
to be done, and w e ' l l do i t somehow i But for the moment we're 
well off as we are - the mob has been unleashed now, and u n t i l 
things have calmed dovm a b i t and the war-crime t r i a l s are over 
i t ' s b e t t e r to remain in t h i s atmosphere ra ther than go back 
while the hue and cry i s s t i l l on. You know what our people 
are l ike - f i r s t they oringed and farmed on us , and now suddenly 
under the new conditions t h e y ' l l begrudge us our l i t t l e crust of 
bread. That ' s what l i f e i s l i k e , i s n ' t i t ? 
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