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Name: ROCHLING, Hermann Region: R2b 3
Nationality: - QGerman ' Occupation: 6C, 25F, 27 4
Regions: VBlklingen, Saar, Richard Strasse 3  Political

Attitude: 13
Major Positions: President (Vorsitzender Geschifts- ‘

fhrer of RBchlingsche Eisen und
Stahlwerke CmbH,, V®lklingen

Partner with personal liability; : 3
(Pers8nlich haftender Gesellschafter) o

X ; of Gebrflder RbBchling Elsenhandels~ . , i

na

ke

v.

55 Wehrwirtachaftsfihrer

' Birth Date and Place: 12 November 1872, Saarbriicken

W

e

geschif't, Ludwigshafen/Rhein, and of
Gebrlder Rbchling Pank, Saarbrilcken

Chairman of the Board of Directors ]
(Aufsichtsrat)of numerous subsidiaries o :
of the Rbchling combine including: & d
Stahlwerke RBchling-Buderus-A(, 4
Wetzler, and Hallesche Salzwerke 3
und Chemische Fabrik Galbe AG., : 9

Calbe, Saale :

Member of the Board of Directors (Aufsichtsrat)
of Saargruben AG., Saarbriicken
Eisenwerk Maximilianshlltte, Rosenberg, Ober- ' 4
Eﬁllz, i

Head of the Reichsvereinigung Eisen

Head of the Main Ring Iron Productior. (Hauptring
Eisenerzeuggng) under Speer's Ministry for 3
Armament and Tar Production E

Leader  Economic Group Iron Producirg Industry
(Wirtschaftsgruppe Eisenschaffende Industrie)

g Fomily History:

N

Hermann RBehling is the son of Kemmerzienrat Cazf Réchling, founder of the firm
Gebrlider RBchling. Hermann RBechlings mother was Alvine, nee Vopelius (coning
from a family of glass menufacturers)., He married Thecdora Miller, daughter
of Xommerzienrat R. Theodor Miller of Mety, former Precident of the German
Chamber of Commerce. His daughter, Ellen Ruth (born 1$00) was married to Dr. .

Hans Lothar Freiherr von Gemmingen Hornberg. His son Karl Theodor (born 1902)
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Family History, (cont'd.)s

who played an important part in the menagement of many RBchling plants, was
found murdered by Russian foreign liborerson the grourds of the V&lklingen
factory on 27 December 194l according to German statesents. Since 1898,

Hermann R&chling has been in charge of the family business, which was in the
hands of about nine members,most of whem were sons and grandsons of Carl.

The RBechlings are related by marriege to the Stinnes fgmily and to (Otto Sarrazin,
head of the importent chemical combine Westfilisch-intaltische Sprengstoff-ferke.

Education and Vork History:

Hermann Rbehling attended the Ludwilg @gemxsium in Saorbricken and received
practical training at several smelting plants including the Ilseder Hitto,

the Peiner Walzwerk and Friedwrich Wilhelm~Hitte in MUlhoim, a.d. Ruhr.

He studied economics and mining at the Universitvies of Heidelberg end Berlin.
A new smelting procedure invented by him was first tried oul at his VBlklingen
plant and proved successful in obtaining iron from pocr ore deposits,

He subsequently devoted most of his time to the develcpaert of the intweests of
the RBechling combine in the Saar Region, in Lorraine and in the Hoselle district,
especlally the VBlklingen steel mills, and the ore deposit properties in Algringen,
Longwy, and Valleroy in France. After World Var I, thz Frerch possessicns of
the combine were lost, the Moselle properties became part of the Hauss Fourneaux
et Fonderies de Pont-a-iiousson, and the Lorraine properties had to be sold,
Hermann R¥chling was sentenced to ten years imprisonmeat for spoilation cf
Franch property during the war, He excaped the penaliy by fleeing to urcccupied
territory, and after a higher court suspended the sentence, he returned to the
Saar, (In 1942 the Vichy Government, by special. act, declared the whole pro-
ceedings void, ‘

As leader of a rightist~nationalist party in the Sasar cerritory, then adminic-

tered by the French, Hermann RBchl.ng becane one of ths most active protagoniste
» & P S

of the German cause,

The Rbchling combine expanded by acquiring new subsidiaries and by establishing
cornettions with other German interests. An agreecment (Interessengemeinschaft)
was reached with the Buderus concern, and Hermenn RBchling became Chairman of
the Board of Dirsctors (Vorsitzender dss Aufsichisrats) of the Stehlwerke

Rbchling-Buderus AG, and memder of the Doard of Directors of the buderussche
Eisenwerke AG, both at Wetzlar.

During the 1930's, the RBchlings greatly strengthened and consolidated their
position, emergipg in control of one of the largest blocks of Saar heavy
industries. After the outbreak of the present war, the Réchlings again
assumed complete control though not legal possessilon o the mines that hod
been given up to the French. In 1940 Hermann RNéchling was appointed Pleni-
potentiary (Generalbeauftragesn for operation of the Steel Works in oscunicd
Lorraine. In April 1941, the Rbchlings took over for operation on their own
account the Karlshlitte Steel Mill.
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Foucaticn and Tork History (cont'd.):

u, 1943, the Eigen und 3tablwaerike Xarlshiitte GubH was fovnded to take over
te Thionville mills, and Lersarn iecriing was named trustee of this come
nany. At that time he also was Member of the 3ocard of Directors of

Eisenwerkgesellachalt “‘aa_milj.ensuﬁ ta, Rosenberg/Oberpfalz'
~la steel mill chiefly owned by the Flick combine)

Doggaerers AG, Blms:berg_/Be:.den {ccael and iron mines)

Hallesche Salzwerke und (hemische Pabrikon Calbe AG., C:\lbe'

Baale (engaged predeninantly in ihe production of
chenicals)

{raftwerk ‘Jeom‘c‘ea CubHey VEIKI ingen/, Saar (electric power

plant)
Browm, doverd & Cieu (G., Mannheim (electrical industry,
omrd by Swiss interusts).

Hermann Reenling was partner (persSnlich haftendsr Gesellschafter) of

Gebrider Rdchling Blsenhindelsgesellschalft, Ludwigsiafen;
ihein (a steel Lradilig company) anc of the
Gebrider RBchlirg Bank, Saarbrficken.

Fe was a meaber of the Ldvisory Beard (Beirat) of the Dautsche Rzichsbanit,
Berline '

A8 stounch supporter of the Nagl regime, Hermenn RBchling received numesrous
edministrative functions under the Nazl regime. Hewvns entrusted with the
managenent of the Relich Associeion Iron (@_e"lachsvemm.na&__g Fisen), which
had the bvask of rationelizing end increasing }Sroduct-on, of allocating raw
materials and of supervising importe and esports of lron, steel, scrap, elc.
Under Speeris finistry of Armassnts and War Production, Herman RBchling was
entrusted witlh the leadersiip of the Main Ring Ircn Production (Ha trin
Lisenerzeugung) (as of .Lf'hu/“ He also was appointed member oi Speer's arma-
ment Gouncit (Rhstun% ~at) ard ziven the title of & Wehrwirtschafisflhrer.
In tho corporative system oi ecunomic controls Hermain Rbci‘hng held the
position of 2 leader of tha Lco onmdce Giroup Iron Predacing Industiy \Hﬂ ruschai‘tse.
gruppe Eisenschaffende Indagteial. In Qctober 192 he establi hea a new Sub-
Givis 500, the District Group Hoselland; at that time he neld the office of a
'c;m" of the District Group Soioh West of the Zconcnic Group Iron Prcducing
: {Lf nirksgruppo SHd-Y.est der Wirtschaitsgrupie Biscnschaffende

ceis Precidenty of the Chamber of Industry and Commzrce at Metz aend Member

T. ¢
of the Aévisory Board \}‘Jej;lfi.ji;) of the Econordc Crember Westmark, Saartrficken.

‘n recognition of his achievemeats in German heavy iaduvstries in Cermsn war

production, Hitler bestowzd nany honors on Behling, including the title of

» Promesr ¢ Labor. Oa his 70th birbhdsy (1912) Ndcaling received the Bagle
2 } the inccription "To the Picaser of ron ~u:lf.b“‘ to ko
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Education and Work History (sont'de):

Champlon of th Sear® (Dem Fuianler des Eisenhitterwssens, dem Vorkilaplen

der Sszar), Hany mrcm:mcm pRY oy ,,ecmers aboended Chis rw-mm eelehmabion .
awong them Funk and Gauleiter Birckel.

levertheless it may be possible that during recent years Réchling "oat yme-
pabthy with Nazl policiss when Germany's defea® had b<="~ome clear, On 2¢°
Cctober 194h it was reported that he had bheen ca..aen into custody v the
Geatapo and accused of fostering dafeatism and recommendingy currendzr. X
the report is true that he was arresied, he evidently was released scon
afterwards, for, according to an official Gernan announcemert of 17 ﬁec wber
19LL, Hitler av::weied Ridchling & new sign of acknowledgement, The Iinis
Crozs with Swords of the War Merit Cross. Speer, a2cting on Eitler s per:z::):mi',
instructions, presenved this high award te RBebhling in the Zaar regicn.

Summa

ORI s T

As head of the exteasive and powerful E3chling cozbine and s leader of the
Super-cartel, The National #ssociaticn fren (Reichsvereinigung Eisen) as

head of the #ain Ring Iron Froductlor (nm.pwvrvy Bls gRerey; W) in Speerts
Winistry of Armements and War Production, as leader oi the i Group
Iron Produom% Industry (Wirtschaftsgruppe Eicenschafiende .Tr' wtrie), Her-
" mann RBehling ic cne of the most influential figures in the Gersan Iroa end
‘steel industry., He controlled end directed the German hesvy induglries in
the interest of the CGerman war effort,

An outstanding represontative of Gerran natlonalism, bhe took parv and prolfitc:
from the exploitation of ore and coal mines in occupied French regions.
Sources:

Wer Ist's, 1935
Wer Leitet, 19U1/L2
Neues Wiener Tagebla bty 25 May 1943

Frapkfurter Mea.tme’ b Sepuwbcr 1L

OSSa CiD A~2?14~1?€‘ & Cctober 1942 .

&'Bllriscner Beobachter, 10 November 15423 13 November 1942

Deuvscher Hendelsdisnst, 12 Novezber 1942

Deutsche Bergwerkswiw.r'g 13 November 194Z; 2 Qct. 43

0SS, CID #0601-C, 13 November 1942

Wﬁréen’bz&gm im Dritien Reich, 1943

0SS, Source S, 25 Septerber 1943 9 Yay ]

Hakenkr: ~uzba.nner, 6 Ccteber 1943 ‘

Franz Neumann, @Egmo»h, 19hh

0SS, Source ¥, B 356wel 1 February 1904k

038, Source s, 5 July l, Ly

R & Aﬁ’i910, 25 July YsLb

News Digest, 19 Dacember 1SLL

0SS, Source S, 10 March 15L5
This record is a summary of such intelligenze(from cne or roi'e sources as :’L:‘.-‘:’ziCS"v'“zi}’
as wag available at th: time of preparation. It may conseguently be subjsct Yo amerd
ment by additional or wore recent inteiligence, Indsx numbers and Iz iter: arc
for indsxing statements in the +aport.,
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