
Käme: 

Nat ional i ty: 

Region: 

Major Positions: 

: 

K 
Cr 

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVXSfiS 
RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS BRANCH 

BIOGRAPHICAL REPORT 

R0CHHNG, Hermann 

German 

Völklingen, Saar, Richard Strasse 3 

President (Vorsitzender Geschäfts­
führer of Rfrchllngsehe Eisen und 
Stahlwerke OabH», Völklingen 

Partner with personal liability 
(Persönlich haftender Gesellschafter) 
of Gebruder RBchling Ei3enhandels-
geschafi, Ludwigshafen/Rhein, and of 
Gebrüder RBchling Bank, Saarbrücken 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 
(Aufsichterat)of numerous subsidiaries 
of the Röchling combine including: 

Stahlwerke RBchllng-Buderu3-AG, 
Wetzler, and Hallesche Salzwerke 

i •• U M i n i u m <0m imp Mi • !.!••• m , i • M m » • IIUW-J 

und Chemische Fabrik Calbe AG,, 
Salbe, Saale 

Member of the Board of Directors (Aui'slchtsrat) 
°^ Saargruben AG», Saarbrücken 
Eisenwerk Maximilianshutte, Rosenberg, Ober-
pfalz, 

Head of the Reichsvereinigung Eisen 

Head of the Main Ring Iron Production (Hauptring 
Eisenerzeugung) under Speer's Minis try*for~" 
Armament and 7üar Production 

Leader of Economic Group Iron Producing Industry 
(Wirtschaftsgruppe Eisenschaffende Industrie) 

^ehrwirt3chaftsführer 
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Region: R 2 b 

Occupation: 6C, 2$F, 2? 

Political 
Attitude: 13 

Birth Date and Place: 12 November l8?2, Saarbrücken 

Family History: 

Hermann RBchling is the son of Kemmerzienrat Caf.Röchling, founder of the firm 
Gebrüder RBchling« Hermann RBchlings mother was Alvine, nee Vopelius (coming 
from a family of glass manufacturers), He married Thecdora Müller, daughter 
of Xommerzienrat R. Theodor Müller of Metz, former President of the German 
Chamber of Commerce« His daughter, Ellen Ruth (born IS00) was married to Dr. . 
Hans Lothar Fi-eiherr von Gemmingen Hornberg, His son Karl, Theodor (born 1902) 
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ROCHLING, Hermann -2- RESTRICTED 

'Family History, (cont'd,,); 

who played an important part in the management of many RBchling plants, was 
found murdered by Russian foreign laborer»on the grourjds of the Völklingen 
fßctory on 2? December 19hh accoiding to German statements«, Since 18°8;, 
Hermann RBchling has been in charge of the family business, which waa in the 
hands of about nine members,«?ost of yrhcu were sons anc grandsons of Carl,, 
The RBchlinps are related by marriage to the Stlnnes f sadly and to Otto Sarrazin, 
head of the important chemical combine ̂ stfJlj.sjch-Anla^^.sjche Sprengstoff-Worker 

Education and Work History: 

Hermann RBchling attended the i^^-j|^|ä«',^iiäB i n Saarbrücken and received. 
practical training at several sms3&ng plants including the Ilseder Hütte, 
the Pejner Walzwerk and Friedrich Wilhelm-Hütte in KülhoiraT a.'cL RuhrT 
He studied economics and mining at the Universities of Heidelberg and Berlin,, 
A new smelting procedure invented by him was first tiled out at his Völklingen 
plant and proved successful in obtaining iron from poor ore deposits« 

He subsequently devoted most of his time to the development of the interests of 
the RBchling combine in the Saar Region, in Lorraine and in the Moselle district, 
especially the Völklingen steel mills, and the ore deposit properties in Algringen, 
Longwy, and Valleroy in France«, After World War I, the French possessions of 
the combine were lost, the Moselle properties became part of the Hants Fourneaux 
et Fonderies de Pont-a-jaousson,, and the Lorraine properties had to be sold« 
Hermann RBchling was sentenced to ten years imprisonment for spoliation cf 
French property during the war« He excaped the penalty by fleeing to unoccupied 
territory, and after a higher court suspended the sentence, he returned to the 
Saar0 (In 19li2 the Vichy Government, by special act, declared the whole pro­
ceedings void. 

As leader of a rightist-nationalist party in the Saar territory, then adminis­
tered by the French, Hermann RBchling became one of ths most active protagonists 
of the German cause• 

The RBchling combine expanded by acquiring new subsidiaries and by establishing 
connections with other German interests« An agreement (Interessengemeinschaft) 
was reached with the Buderus concern, and Hermann RBchling became Chairman of"" 
the Board of Directors (Vorsitaender,T de3 j\ufjsichtsrats) of the Stahlwerke 
RBchling-Buderus AG, and member oT"the~3oard of Direct :>rs of the Buderussche 
Eisenwerke AG, bo~th at Wetzlar. 

During the 1930's, the RBchlings greatly strengthened ;md consolidated their 
position, emerging in control of one of the largest blocks of Saar heavy 
industrieso After the outbreak of the present war, the RBchlings again 
assumed complete control though not legal possession o:' the mines that had 
been given up to the French» In 19i|0 Hermann RBchling was appointed Pleni­
potentiary (Oeneralbeauftraje^ for operation of the Steel Works in occupied 
Lorraine«, .In April 19SI, the RBchlings took over for operation on their own 
account the Karlshutte Steel Mill., 
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HDCäUNG, Reform ~3~ RESTRICTED 

Eeucatien and T"ork H:story r (coat_'d.): 

In 19U3, tho Ê -seja juad_ ojtahlwerl« e :£arishuttc GmbH was founded to take over 
the Tftionville mills, and Hermann Äochling was naked trustee of this com­
pany« At that time he also was Member of the Board of Directors of 

Eisenwerkgesellschaft Ma^xcAliansliütto, Rosenberg/Oberpfalz 
~'(a" steel mill chiefly owned by the Flick combine) 

Doggererz AG, Blumberg/Bt.den (coal and iron mines) 

Uallesche SalsT.re.rke und Chemische Fabriken Caibe AG», C&lbe/ 
Saale"(engaged predominantly in th® production of 
ohcaicals) 

Kraftwerk Tfchrden G«*bB», Völklingen/, Saar (electric power 
plant) 

Brown, floveri & Cie«, AG», Mannheim (electrical industry, 

Hermann Röchling. was partner (porsSnlich haftendsr Gesellachafter) of 

Gebrlder RSchUng Sisenhnndelsgesollschaft, Ludraigshafen; 
;.ihein~Ta steel trading company) and oi" the 

G ebr Ade r Rgchltng Bank, 5 aarb rue ken. 

He was a member of the Advisory Beard (Bsirat) of the. Deutsche R&j,chsbanX,? 
Berlin» 

* 
As staunch supporter of the Nazi regime, Hermann Recliling received numerous 
administrative functions under the Nazi regime» He^as entrusted. Tilth the 
management of the Reich Association Iron (Reichsvereinigung Eisen), v."hich 
had the task of rationalising and increasing production, of allocating raw 
materials and of supervising imports and exports of ...ron, steel, scrap, etc« 
Under Speer's Ministry of Armaments and 'Kar Production, Herman Rochling was 
entrusted with the leadership of the Wain Ring Iren Production (Haugtring 
Eisenerzeugung) (as of 19li2). Me also was appointed member of Spear's arma­
ment Council fRüstungsrat) and given the title of a Wehrwirtschaftofuhrer. 
In the corporative system of economic controls Hermann Röchling held the 
position of a leader of tha Economic Group Iron Producing Industry (Wirtschafts-
Ijrupjgo Eisenschaffende Industrie). In October 1942 he established a new sub-
division, tho District Group '^j^aj^J; B* ***** t/in:3 ile aG^ the office of a 
leader of the District Group South West of the Economic Group Iron Producing 
I ndustry (Eezirksyruppa Sttd-T-est der ffirtschal'ts|rup ?e Eisenschaffende 
Industrie)» 

lie v.aa President of the Chamber of Industry and Commsrce at Metz and Member 
of the Aevisory Board (Beirat) of the Economic Chamb3r Westoark, Saarbrücken» 

Eagle 
rith the inscr io t ion KTc the Ptc^ser of the Iron Foundry, to tk.o 
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Education and Yvork History (cont'd»): 

Champion of the Sear" (Pea Pionier dos Eisenhilttenwesens, dem Vorkämpfer' 
der Saar). Many prominent party JLeadars attended this bl i-thiay celebrutj c 
among the» Funk and Gauleiter Burclcel. 

nevertheless it may bo possible that during recent years Buchung '.cat .+yn>-
pathy with Nazi policies when Germany's defeat had become clear. On 20/ 
October X9hh- it was reported that he had been taken into custody by the 
Gestapo and accused of fostering defeatism and recommending surrender. Li* 
the report is true that he was arrested, he evidently isras released 3cor, 
afterwards, for. according to an official Gentian announcement of 17 Dec saber 
19hk<, Hitler awarded RQchling a new sign of acknowledgement, the KnighVa 
Cross with Swords of the I'.ar Merit Cross« Speer, acting on Hitler 3 persona] 
instructions, presented this high award to RfJchling in the Saar region.. 

Summary; 

As head of the extensive and powerful RStehling combine and aa 'leader of the 
Super-cartel, The National Association Iron (Rgichsvereî niffln̂ .B̂ .senl as 
head of the Main Bing Iron Production (flauptrlng Eisenerzeugung) in Spoor's 
Ministry of Armaments and War Production, as leader of the Economic Group 
Iron Producing Industry (Wirtschaftsgruppe Eisenschaffende Industrie), Her­
mann Rbchling is one of the most influential figures"in the German Iron and 
'steel industry,» He controlled and directed the German heavy industries in 
the interest of the German war effort0 

An outstanding representative of German nationalism, he took part and profited 

from the exploitation of ore and coal mines in occupied French regions« 

Spurges; 

Wer^Ist's, 1935 

TSerJjejJtet, \9l\l/k2 
Neues Wiener Tageblatt. 2$ May 19iA 
Frankfurter Zeitung, p September 19q.2 
OSSfciD. ,£>23h~239V 6 October 19k?. 
Völkischer Beobachter, 10 November 19U2j 13 November 19'\2 
k^^H^S^iii'^i'l.iS^Hli' -M* Novamber l?li2 
Deutsche Bergwerksseltung, 13 November 19it2j 2 0cto ).|,3 
OSS, CID ^le&OX-C, 13 November 1?^2 v 

Würdenträger ig D ritten_ Reich, 19U3 
0SSP Source's, 2Ü» SepteWber ~19U3 9 t'ay 19i$ 
Hakenkr̂ juabannê j) 6 October 19U3 
Frana Neumann, Behemoth, 19UU 
CSS, Source F, M 356-2T, 1 February 19>& 
OSS, Source s, 5 July 19bh 
R & A »1910, 25 July I9hh 
News Digest;, 19 December 19hh 
OSS, Source S, 10 March 19U5 

This record is a summary of such intelligence(from one or more sources as indicated) 
as was available at the time of preparation» It may consequently be subject to sne.id 
ment by additional or more recent intelligence, Index numbers and letter;; are solely 
for indexing statements in the Tsport, 
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