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?/T i i Yon Kintalen, Sail 
Rank i Ambassador At '-arse 
Jnit » Foreign Offioe, Berlin 
Captd t 7 3»y 1945, GaraUh-Pafceakirohen. 

?eraqlty » Believed roltable. 

Report » Answers to «uestionaire subaittod by far cri«ee CeaBdssloa* Oet 48» 

4.1« Secure persoaal biography of F/3f from birth In 3 tot tin 10 January 
Htf to hi« capture 7 SSay 1945 in Geralsoh-Patenkirohon* including 

all effioial.positions Held, bsginnias *ith tho appointment at Attach« la 
the Foreign °ffioe of Berlin 1 July 1921, (all ai eovered In Sopor* of 
Interrogation " t509 by d-3). 

Ä.-1. Civilian History > 
10 Jan 1G97 t Bora ia "tettin. Took hi» Abitur la Berlin la 1918, 

i Fought in %'orld ''ar 1 * Fought «n all fronts and wae discharged 
ia Fob 1919 M a It ia tho seserva. 

t Studios la» and political sefeenoc at tho universiti»» of 
Berlin and Mol. 

t Was appointed atfcaohe in the *oroign -f iloe and romainod ia 
Berlin for 2 years. 

t Was appointed legations secretary to the u»r-*an Babessy ia Paris. 
i Appointed »orations oounolllor at the Gersoan legation in farts*. 
J »»called to Berlin and was appointed head of the flestera «uro- j 

peaa sootion. la his early activity In this dopt» theoountries 
that came under this sootion were franco. Selglua« Holland and , 
Switsorland. In 193d, Or«at M t a i a and Poland wort also laolud* 
od. 

Jun 1S40 t tas appointed Assistant ^hief of the rolit ioal Section »f tho 
Foreign Office *bieh included all countries. At tho seas» tisto» 
he was appointed 1st class envoy. 

liar 1943 i 3a* appointed Ambassador at largo. 
Apr 43 to Jan 1944 t Because i l l with a livor »il»»at, was not active ia 

any Foreign Jffio* work. i/.i describes his allaeat at largely 
'duo to working with &ibboai»ropp who apparently was a *»ry 
difficult raaa to get along with. 

Jan 1944 i Fublished a weekly soorot report that was distributed to various 
3overa*ent agencies, *ho material for this report was obtained 
from radio monitoring, foreign press notice» and reports coming 
into tho foreign offioo. At the ssaae tint», V * *•* * » « * Ü 
coordinator who acted as a aedlater betweea the different 
department« seeing to i t that that the vari<.»**s department» Of 
the foreign office did not duplicate each others work, »as ia 

Berlin until 
14 A: r 1944 t at which time he was ordered to go to Geritdsoh-Pa^enklroh»a 

whore about SO aeabers of th» Foreign Öffio» war» to be sent 
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l a order that th« Foreign Office oould continue to funotion 
«yen i f Berlin was taken hy the Kusslaos. the plan never wa» 
carried out sine« i t was started too l a t e . Only a yery few 
department heads reaohed this destination. 

7 Hay 1946 i p/tf wa« captured at Garalaoh-Paitenkirahen« 

PolHioal History i PA 1* * Catholic« and as he says, tried to stay out 
of the Party« However, in the late 1939, he was told that unless he booa»e 
a *'arty »aabor, he would aot he «dvanoed in the Poroign -Trice and further­
more* that he would be suspected of being a »eaber of the epposltion. P/f 
became a aember of the 'arty ia 1940. 

$*-£• Give the nature of the work you did in each of the of f ic ia l positions 
you Veld, the jurisdiction you exercised i a each, and the opportunity you 
had i a eaoh to observe and become fas&liar with the development and carrying 
out of öeraan foreign policy fro» 1921 until the invasion of Poland on 1 
September 1939, 

A.-a, P/% was an attache In the Foreign off ice fro» 1921 to 1925 and wa« aa 

Assistant la the subdivision for the occupied areas of the Hhineland« A« a 

•«•rotary at the öer*aa iaabassy ia *aris fro» 102Z to 1928, he likewise was 

occupied with probleas of the occupied hhlneland, as well as minor natters 

Of the oonferouoo of ambassador». A« a councillor of eabassy at fcha German 

aabassy in Warsaw he took oare of a l l probleas of "oraan-^olish relat ions. 

there he was in an independent position as charge d'affaires representing the 

German Ambassador in hi« absence, Rauscher and Von Moltke, both of who» 

have einoe died, were the weraan *»bas*edora to Warsaw at that im» p/T was 

la chars« of »»«stern '"uropeau affair« ia the pol i t ica l dapartaent of th« 

*or«i|u off ice for» 1932 te 1040, **e handled tho probica» ia the relatloas 

of «̂iKwaay *° *&• 1B«siera European countries, Prance« Belgiua, E i l e n d , 

Luxsabourg, ^witaorland and after 19JÖ also ^reet-Britein and Sire, **e also 

took oar« of the daily routine with the ü erl in läabasaies of the above-

mentioned oouatries. In his position, */> had no authority for decisions, 

whloh were made by the head of the department ('Minister saldirekter Koepk» 

later on» tho Ministerialdirektors Piookoff and von Weissaecker and after 
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1938« Unter«taat«s«kr«taer Wocrmnn). Kreqr&iring hit act iv i ty a« d«yuty 

head of th« pol i t ica l departaont, from 194d to 1545, F/% was not supposed 

to m*<e final decision«. a i s tfob from 1941 to 1943 was to k«ep up l ia i son 

between ^oreiga Mini*tor von Hibbontrop't f iald h«adquartera suid th« 

different divisions of tho Foreign J f f ioa . % was to fabelt Incoming document« 

to tho foreign ^inister and forward the * ia l s ter ' s ordert» but he had no 

decisive authority, p/rf't authority as Aabttsador-for-tpeeial-taakt fr«m 

1943 to 1945 was l ia i tod to gathering of information on foreign pol i ty far 

the hi^h authoritie* of the ueioh without having any oocspetone« for decision*. 

A »ember aff the Foreign Office he was able to obs«rv« tho development «f 

German foreign policy from 1921 to 1939, He became acquainted with th« faott 

causing th« ten 3«ra*n Government tc sign the Looarno agreement when P/f 

was a raoaber ef tho ^oroaa Eobassy at *aria. During hit act iv i ty in Warsaw, 

p/rt*'« knowledge of foreign policy waa limited to the "eraan-Polieh relation«. 

vChen p/iS waa the speciality for ffettern European affairs from 1938 - 1988» -

hi* insight into pol i t ica l develop»«nts waa limit«d to problem« which war« 

either question» of open discussions or question« of negotiations with 

".Yea tern European governments. Since the begimin- of tho Ehsi regim» the 

dec is ire actione of forcing policy euch as tho departure fife» th« League §t 

Kations, the breaking of the disaraasaont clauses of *«rsail l«t , the occupation 

of th« Rhineland, Austria, and Cseohosiovakia, w«r« a l l product« of %tl*r'a 

aurprite taotiot and previously unknown to P/% as well as bo the «ntaa 

people. 

£ . -3 . ?flmt is your religious or ohuroh af f i l ia t ion ! 

A.-3 . P/f i t a Koiaan-Catholio and hat brought up his ohildron In thlt fa i th . 

Q.-4. When did you becoao a member of th« Sasi Party and under what oiroumtt« 
ancot, that I t what influences led yen to join the Party t 
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A«-4. f/fa did not QOOQ3M» a moaner Of the &a*i ^arty until üie early part of 

1940. and only then because fcinUterialdirektor Krlebel, at that time the 

head of the personnel section of the foreign Office« »teted positively that 

it he did not Join he would no longer be able to count or. being promoted, 

ia view of the regulations published in 1939 regarding the recommendation of 

official! , and not only that» but alto that he would place */f under »u»~ 

pioion of being; against the ^orornjoent« lie therefore thought i t noeessary 

to Join th« *arty, since he could only say that in the face of the terroriitio 

ohracter of the ^eal regia*« whioh beoame »ore and »ore evident after the 

outbreak of the war« the failure to take this step could »ake the **a*i» doubt 

hie political r oliaality and wreak the certain ruin of him and his family 

without doing the public interest any ,-ood. 

ft.»5« Were you in sympathy with the altu «ad purpose« of the li*%l **erty and 
with th« means usod by i t for the aoooapliuhsMnt of those alias and purposes, 
when you Joined the ''arty f 

A«̂ S» Neither die P/T agree with th© goal and idoa» of the SBDAP when he 

became a member of the **rty in 1340, nor did he syupathise with th»4ean» 

used to reach the goals and proposes« 

jfegig If the anawer to question 5 is the negative, give in detail the 
reasons why you were not In sympathy «ith those aim«, purposes and means. 

A.-6. P/* oonsidered the ^oal* and purpose« of the ""ati larty described 

by Adolf Hitler in w^«in '̂ ampf* a« eooontric, unjustified, and unobtainable 

through normal polioies. He saw la then a discrediting of the basic basks of 

government t the securing of free prosperity for its oititens and keeping the 

«ountry out of danger« from abroad. Hitler'« intention to make the w«rman 

peopl« in their mjority narrow-mindod, inhuman, hateful, and hostile to 

»11 liberal thinking« seeded naive and without reality« His fanatism and 

lntoloranoe were in straight contrast to ?/%*• own belief. A convinced 
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follower of the idee, of a state based on lew and order, ef the principle« 

of freedom of per»onality and Individual re«ponsability, t/ti oould only 

deeply regret and condemn the ^estapo and terror-methods of the %i l regis», 

the peraeoatlou of the Jew* and opponent« of the regime« P/f nerear believed 

that the Be«is would succeed in convincing the majority of German» a^ their 

philosophy of l i f e . ^n the oontrary he expected an increase in the hidden 

opposition againet th* aei doctrine« and hoped that thi« would «one day 

re»ult in a change of government. It was clear to P/w that the so-called 

total i tarian «y«tea would «uffooate Germany'« cultural l i f e . Hitler*• goal« 

in foreign policy aeemed wrong to him and destined to f a i l . £hi» goee 

especially for the intention to acquire new regions in the east for the 

3©r&an people a« desoribed in "Hein Saapf1'. Sven before the war, p/tf was 

oouTinoed that a further policy of conquest in the east irould not be allowed 

by the other power«, fie oaly oould detest the method«, whloh were oonetheles« 

u«ed by u i t l e r to «tart the war and by which Germany beoame the aggressor l a the 

eye« of th« world. Thi« must b« regarded as a ««arietta gin against the ^eraen 

«•people and a frivolous play with the fate of millions, without regard to th« 

end in view. P/k's wife can teet i fy that he oame home one evening with the 

word« i "The«e criminals i They do not «ee» to tenow what they are doing. *e 

wi l l have war". P/Vr »aid this in Avigust 19S8 when he heoane convinced that 

the Eolith cr i s i s wa« intentionally being preased by Hitler and Ribbentrop 

to «tart fchewar. *he action of th« Nasi government teemed IneoneeiveJrhle t« 

p/r and he often quoted the Latin epigram t "tyaoa deut vult perdere priu» 

deraentat". (God f lr«t madden» tho*e whom he intend« to de«troy). p/& was 

obeeased by the beginning of a new world war leading to « catastrophe for 

Germany to «uch a degree that he oould not have any symphathy for the regime 

h K r 1 
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©omitting euch a crime, not oven to mention a l l other faot», ^i» conviotioa 

alway« branded the r031*0« as a horrible one, 

Q«»7. Sew toon *ft»r -world "war I did the ruling power» iA ueraiaay for» the 
determination to abrogate aad overthrow the treaty of \rer»aiile» and It« 
ro»tri0tioai upoa the a i i i t a ry artaaeat aad activity of ior.aany»nd to re ­
acquire the ter r i tor ies lo»t by ^ermaay at the roault of ??orld *ar I . 

*»«ff« P/f ha» ao doubt* that at leaat until the resignation of Chancellor 

#rueaiag ia 1932 th* r*»ponsihle government» ia Goroaay alway* intended 

to effect iaprovenont or change In the regulations of tho ^Wsaille» '^roaty 

by poaooful noen» ia ooaferoaooa with the vletor-nati >ns. tfone of thee« 

government« considered a one »ld*d withdrawal from, tho regulation» fpo» 

the *roaty or aa armed att«*apt to regain the terr i tor ies lo«t ia IÖ2Q, 

During tho chancellorship« of von *apoa *ad Schlolohor the situation ia 

domestic polleie« aa well aa in «ooaoev became »trained to »aoh a degree 

that the idea of withdrawing from the Versailles *roaty and it* regulation» 

oould not po»»ibly hare grown «trongsr. J/% bei love» that the resolution 

for tho one »ided withdrawal from tho regulation« of the ^reat/ date« book 

to tho entering of Hitler into the 'roveranent. Before, tho "orsaan policy 

repeatedly mentioned thi» point of vir» only in connection »4 th the 

stalemate in the "ener* disarmament conference, and claimed that disarmament 

under th© er»allie« ^reaty wa* mandatory for a l l i t s »ignatorio» and that 

not Germany alone could remain disarmed for a Ions time. The diearoasient of 

Oorraaay was »up©rvi«ed by the inter-all ied Military control comaiaiioa in 

Oersany until January 1827, If after thi» t i sa and before 1933, offence» 

against tho rale» of diiaraaaeab wore oossaitted and if, whith tho knowledge 

and approval of tho Öeraan ö0T9rasW!1t, ? A doe»1 at know about then, 
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ftjgJU D° y°u reoall pol i t ioal ac t iv i t i e s of th« eraaa offLear's oorp», in 
l ine'with the determination referred to in question 7, prior to ^i t ler 's 
appointment as Chancellor on 30 January 1835 ? 

A.-8. Polit ical ac t iv i t i e s in the ^eraa» offioer corp« before Hitler liMMl 

ehanoellcr, a« well as the aim« of these act ivi t ies» mentioned In question f 

are not known to r/>1. ?/" wants to emphasise that he was continually abroad 

from 1925 until September 1932, and did not bare any opportunity to get 

acquainted, with those ~mttors. 

£«-0. Tell rhat you reoall «.bout the super-nationali«t government in 
Bavaria in 1923, under ^©neral Ludeadorff and his follower, Adolf Hitler* 
which broke with the Jovernw0at of the ^eieh and contended for local aew*r 
in ^avaria u»ing organisations aarohing under the swastika symbol. 

A.-Q. Hitler'» and Tjudandorff«• attejpt t o s e t up a «upor-nationaiistie 

govormoat in Munich in 1023 i* known to */\: only be the ooomantary La th« 

newspapers • *% was in Paris at that t i t « , were the *erstan Embassy was eery 

bu»y sett l ing tho Ruhr conflict betwaaa Germany and *renee. A» far a« he 

reswMbern, i £ it l«r f i r s t tried to coepel the Bavarian Government, *«p«eially 

both the General a t a t e Coaais»ar von Zmhr and the ^and Coaasandant ^eaaral 

von Loseow, to Join his "futach" to which both had at f i r s t agreed at the 

meeting in the "Buergorbrae'i *eller" on S feveeaber, but then immediately 

changed their mind* '̂he next da/ the «arch to tne Feldherrnhalle took plea«» 

which wa« led by hit ler and '--deadorff, and ended with total failure and 

the death of 18 participants. xhe swaatika banner i s said to have been 

carried by Juliu« Streicher during this march. 

4«3.0. ,lhat, i f you know, were toe aims of the «uper-aatioa»li«tie goverameat 

in '^avarie refferrod to in quo»tion 9 ? 

A.-10. p/f? doe« not know the goal« Hitler and Ludeadorff bad in November 198$* 

'i* oannot imagine that they f e l t «troag enough to se i t« th«'fiewejt üx.^*rma& 

at th is time. The *avarian Covornment then, was in an eeute oonfliot with th« 

Central Government in Berlin, i t !• po««ibl« that Eitler and i-udendorff thought 



P D CT 
U n L 1 

they would as suae power in öevaria and to use it as a springboard for tht 

power in Öenaany. 

9**11» Tell a» mich a» you oan about the activities of ör. H^alaar Schacht, 
in 1925, ia stabilising the **rk. 

£.-11. Dr. HJaYuar Schacht'«» activities oonceraitv; the stabilisation of the 
HI • '• »INI * * ^ * 

Helcha««rk ia 1983 arc not known to v/x in detail as ho ms at the Habassy 

ia Faris, a» above «enttoned, completely occupied with other question!. 

T>/lt knows only fchat Schacht, at that ti ' ic, was Wgiohs-^aehrun•s-Xoaraissar 

(Comissar for the currency of the äieioh) and that he booa/sc iroaideat of 

the ^eiohsbahk. **c played an ia*portant role in stabi l is ing the ^eiohsa^rk. 

Q.-12. dim any ideas you «ay hare as to why the :<tark was previously 
allowed to ran through the oouns of inflation until one ?r©-sfcablllt*tioa 
mark oast» to he worth only one-one-trillionth sf the value of one now 
aeiohamark. 

k.»12. Ia answer to this question ?/x can only say what he s t i l l reawaber» 

about the connection between the development of the currency policy and the 

devolopaent of po l i t i cs in the years fro» 1921 to 1925. At the London 

Conference in Maroh 1921, the then "*erman Foreign *inister Simons refused 

J» aooept the so-called Paris flan for th<* payment of "»rmn reparation 

debts. Beoause this refusal, the Rhine]an c i t i e s of ^uisburg, Quesscldorf 

and •'hrort were »eited at measures i f enforce cut and the Reparation 

Cosaission in ^arls fixed tho "eratan reparation debt at 152 b i l l ion 

ijoldmarks without giving the ^enaan* a hearing. Early in Hay 1921 the 

OersAn Sovernsiont was driven to accept thi« decision through the so-called 

London ultimatu* which threatened the oooupatton of tho Huhr in ease of 

aoa-acoeptano». ^he acceptance was »ad» by the newly formed cabinet under 

Wlrth. ->ad*r hi« the "Coisplyins *olioy" started. But in ^ecesiber 1931 the 

(Unsan Sovernaent had to ask the Reparation C omiss ion for a postpooaent 
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of the payment». At tho '"annet "onferenoe, the aensan %nister Hathcnaji 

waned th« Preaiers of ^reet "ritein And ^ranoa, Lloyd Soeroge and 

Aristide Brlaad, of the consequenoe« of a continued reparation policy 

which eortpelled Germany to l i r e on it« capital , . 

*ho f i r s t threatening; »yajr&ow» of Inflation appeared after Pjithenau'* 

assassination In the »u?mer of 1322. In July 1922, the Hark was at a laval 

of 590 Mark to the dollar, and »arly in August 1222 the Dollar wmt already 

At 900 '»'nrke. This devaluation increased and, in Sovtwiber 1922, the Mark 

was at a level of 0,000 Hark to 1 DoHar» France'« oocupation of the 

Ruhr sector in January 11*25 and the effort of the French W e r Foineare 

to foroe the payment of reparations lgp military p;j?rer aped the f a l l af 

the *%rk « t i l l «ore, an at the end of «Wiary 1925» the Dollar had reached 

tho number 49,000. This development was not favorable for a polioy of 

pa*aive resistance. At the tiiae of Cuno'» Chancellorship, in March 1923, 

•treue effrot« were *ade to rate« the value of the *ark. Thi» only succeeded 

ao far that in the «eoond half of **aroh the Dollar had deoreaeed te 211000 

i^ark. In April the dowaelide again gained momentum a» i t became clearer 

that tho passive rcsistanoo polioy oould not bo maintained. In August, 

the Cuno oabinet resigned and made place for the atreeenann cabinet which 

in $e$taaftar proclaimed the end of passive resistance, lutfe« roineara 

refused to l e t thi« proclamation paa» and adhered to the policy in 

acoordanoe with which he had occupied the "Sifer, In October 1923 he f inal ly 

agreed to a eomaistlon of finance experts for a jew examination of the 

reparation question, bedause of American and British pressure» Itt December 

1923, he wa» will ing to enter discussions with th» üerman government over tha 

»ettleaent of the Ruhr-oonfliet. »ieanwhilo, the «ark had reached It» lowwt 
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value of 4,200,000,000 Mark» for 1 Dollar, a point wnere the ourreooy was 

worth nothing. In November 1925, th« s t a b i l i s a t i o n of th« iiark on th« 

basis of 1 Bi l l ion (Tr i l l ion) paper *ark» to 1 now *i*.rk »eemed only to 

be a theor ica l solut ion but proved suOQe»sful. Present v i sua l iza t ion of the 

r e l a t i on between tht. Mark devaluation and th« development of the reparat ion 

problem i the low level of the Hark in turner 1325 was c losely connected 

with the collapse of the passive res i s tance in the Rhinelaud and the Ruhr 

a rea . The s t a b i l i s a t i o n was in connection with ^oinoare'» agreeing to 

bring the reparations probbtm before an in terna t ional commission of 

exper ts . This oommi»»ion, known as the Dawes-Committee net in uaauary 1924 

in P a r i s . 
Q.-13. Was not the. in f la t ion thus allowed to run i t» oourse for the 
de l ibera te purpose of enabling Germany to repudiate the reparation» paymen-t» 
cal led for by the Treaty of Ver»allle» V 

A.-13. The assumption t h a t the in f la t ion in Germany was oreated to j u s t i fy 

a refusal of the reparat ion payment» according to the ' o r»a i l los reaty i s 

contrary to the fact tha t no suoh refu»al took p lace . At tha t time, the 

question wa» not whether Germany was able to pay the rei>arations but only 

how the reparat ions were to be aade. The 9«raan Government l e f t no doubt 

tha t i t considered ^oincare1» pol ic ies wranj, but Chancellor Cuno and » t i l l 

more the l a t e r Chancellor Streaemann were wil l ing to pledge production *s 

secur i ty for the reparat ion claim« of the A l l i e s . This German proposal 

induoed the **ritlsh fovernment to demand the consent of France to an examin­

at ion of that pledge-offer by the A l l i e s . The exohan^e of note« between 

London and Pari* over tha t question wa» the basi» for the meeting of the 

Dawes Committee. The r ©suit was the Daw©» Flan of April 1924 waioh was 

acoepted a» the future basis for the regula t ion of the reparat ion problem 

I f tho power« taking pa r t in the London conference In August 1924. 
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^ . -14 . Toll what you know about the abort ive «iunloh boor ha l l putsoh of 
"lV*3 'inoludinj R statement as to what « r e the alas and purpose« Of that" 
wit»oh f 

A.-14« The Information which f/.V aas on the ^unlon Putsoh of 1925 Is 

given In question» 9 and 10. «e waa in Paris a t tha t time, and thus only 

knot»» about I t fro« the newspaper». 

3, «-13. Has not the aim of the bunion Putsch of 1323 to overthrow the 

'iVe'i'ssar ^epublia by d i rec t act ion and violence I 

A»-15«It i» f /Va pergonal opinion tha t i t was the purpose of the &mloh 

Putseh 1923 to l iqu ida te the «veiMar Conatltution by d i rec t ac t ion . Lud«»» 

dorff and ä i t i e r thought to seat* to power a» loyal ly as Sutler was able t o 

in 1953. p/:* doe» not know what the consideration» of the r i o t e r s were 

because ho we» l iv ing abroad and believed the Munich events of l i t t l e 

importance a« did the re»t of the world. The Putseh i n unioh seemed to 

be a badly prepared r e p l t i t i o n of the Xnapp Putsoh of Berlin in 1920 whteh 
aleo ras ummcoessful# i*ulertdorff had hi» hands In tha t Putsoh too» 

.1.-1C«. Aft»» the fa i lure of the «unioh i utaoh of 1923, how did the 8**1 
l a r ty "set about seeking to aoqaire power in 3»rnany — was i t not by the a t« 
of terror ism by t h e us» of which th» Hasi Party sought to acquire power by 
legal t ora» ? 

A. - lg . v/m. hl-nalef was l i t t l e able to observe how the -S t i fa r ty attempted 

to win power in Oorrsany af te r the fa i lure of the Munich futsch in 1923»» 

since he waa in erraany only for short period« of t ine up to f a l l of 1032. 

He know» only tha t they made a l o t of propaganda fer t he i r o&nse and thereby 

a t t rac ted an increasing »mount of publie a t t en t ion . He oould not say to what 

extent the Kasi» oowaitted aet» ef t c r r o r i a » in eoaing to power, but l a th» 

year» l a question no election« were held without there being violene» botweoa 

the nerabor» of the radical r igh t and the radica l l e f t , / f i t ter l a id down th» 

rul» tha t one oould answer l e f t i s t te r ror ism with a terror ism of one's own, 
! 

-a. Q r p 
5 [ u 
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and necessarily brought i t about that the &asu.s used their terror!«tie 

method* everywhere thoy act resistance« uit ler had v*ry evidently learned 

from the failure of 1323 that he oouid not ooae into power under legal 

for*» until he succeeded in building up * farxiy electorate enioh was so 

strong that the party would have to be taken into consideration in future 

formations of the cabinet. This «tat© of affair» oeme to pas« when the 

economic orisi» begmo to exert It« ful l effect in deraany. The great sass 

of those affected by the depression went over to u i t l e r , believing in hie 

promi«es and contributing to the growth of a strong Rati faction in >.h« 

*elohstag. 
^.»17« Je l l a» imjoh a* you know about tue oreation ot the "SA" (3tu«aabteilung 
and i t s early use, following the ^unioh Putsch a* an instrument of terrorise 
by the use of which the Nasi Party sought to acquire power by legal« forms« 

A»-.17. tßt can »ay l i t t l e about the creation of the %k and it» us« for 

terrori»tlo purposes after the failure of the >«unioh rut«ch in 1325, »inoe 

r/w l ived mostly abroad until the end of lV>3ü. At the end of 1T32 and part i ­

cularly in the f i r s t months of 18S3 he *a» able to observe in Berlin that 

the SA units »re continually holding nemunetrations and going on »arches 

to impress the populace and eonvinoe the» of toe i rres i s t ib le power of the 

Sasi Party, Aad at that safte time« right after the »o-oalled " Saohtergreigunl'' 

of January 1958, terrorist io aethods became evident, passers-by on the streets 

who did not meet the Swastika banner« of the 3a unit» with t h e Hitler salute 

exposing themselves to mistreatment. 

Q.-18. Who were the leading sp ir i t s in the *a»i Party at this time, that i s 
immediately following the Hunlch Futsch 1 

A.-18. p/W ha« no personal knowledge as to who the principal people in the 

iiasi oetap were after the Munich rut«oh. In acoordanoe with what was to be 

heard later , Julius Streicher, Rudolf ^ess, Alfred Rosenberg, and Alfred 

Roehm were among the close followers of ^i t ler at a very early date. 
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At the tin« of the «Sunieh lutsoh Colonel Eriebel was especially «lost» to %tler 

he boin«; »peoially «ado f,oneral consul ia Shan£l*i by Hitler after the 

seizure af power, «.rid several year* later becoming Ministerialdirektor and 

head of the personnel section in the foreign Offloe, until he died in 1944* 

$»-l_g»_ Tell whet you know about how Kitler happened to beoome Chaneellor 
of the ^erraan Pepublio on 30 January 1SSS and about what part, i f any, Frant 
von ^apen played in causing hit ler to bo named Chancellor» 

A.-IS. The event* which led to ^i t ler 'e being, n&raed ^eichskansler are not 

known to **/? in deta i l . % know» only froa what people said later that thlft 

»election was aado on the basis of a rapprochement botweea ^ i t l er tad von 

i&pen which was brought about by I?ibbeatrop. ?/% does not 'enow who suggested 

to Äelohspraesident von nindeoburg that Hitler be asfeod 'Uiohskaatli», at 

whether von apen had very raioh to do with i t . -h suspect* that Pap en 1 Ü 

involved only beoauso i t was wellyknown that fcoichspraesident von Üindenburg 

relied greatly on the judgment of Fapon, and prohalby quite a bi t of influence 

had had to bo exerted on Hlnde&borg to pereuade hia to nasve i'litler to fie poet 

of Retehskan?.ler, 

Q.-2D._ ?e l l what you know aboat tho rolationship at this ti-we betwoon 
•iitiör and 3orasuia Üilbela Coring» Ihidolf fie«»» Alfred Rosenberg» Kartin 
Boraann, *Yitt Sakol» and 3aldur von Sehirach, 

A»-20. The v/fi has no personal knowledge concerning the relations betwoon 

•^Htler and Boerlftg, Tradolf ^ese, Alfred Sosenberg , «artla Boranann, *Yffes 

Sauokol» and Saldur von Schlracft et tho beginning of 1933. F/T was a strong 

opponent to the iasi canp, eo that ho knew very l i t t l e about what went on 

in i t . "hv foot -that Oooring was i&jaediatel]'' entrusted with the asost import« 

ant functions of the state aay allow on« to conclude that he was particularly 

close to %tler at that t ine , Rudolf Hoes, Boldur von SoMrnclrand ? r i t i 

Sauekel retained their laportant party positions as representatives of tho 
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Fuehrer, Lander of th<9 ^ i t l e r Youth, and Bauleiter of ^huerin^en, ffti resaemöer* 

of ""aucfcel t ha t in tho early par t of 1935 ho n&de a «peeoh from -rhich t a t 

newspapers picked aa the landing phras© " I ao* order intolerance of a l l else"» 

At f i r s t Alfred Rosenberg continued to work a* edi tor of the "ToelUiseher Beo­

bachter", tho of f ic ia l or^an of the %sl Pa r t / , end i i addition n* head of 

the foreign po l l t l oa l sect ion of the %*"i Par t / nought to ^ain iafluonoe on 

foreign pol icy . Since i i t l a r »oon made hi™ * Director of a l l Philosophical 

Indoctr inat ion", he was beyond doubt special ly t rus ted by J l t l e r . ^n 1933, 

Martin ormann was almost unknown. **e did not asausio importance .intil the 

years of war« 

.Q»«»2i. Tel l what you know about the ßalohstar, f i r« >f 29 Fobrmury 1953 and 
aSouT"the subsequent t r i a l « • 

A.»21« p/w" was a witness of the "©ichataj f l ro of 83 Fs)brutry 1033, s ince a t 

tlwat time he lived qui te noaroy, but of course ha knew nothing of the surrounding 

oiroomstanoea. But no nor9 than two or thro» day« l a t e r there ras a rumor 

going around in Berlin t ha t the Maris had la id the f i r e themselves, which 

ruaor received general credence, s l i c e tho "'azis were considered capable of 

anything, p/w for his par t believed th i s ruaor because the way In which the 

s t a t e represented the a f fa i r to tho public »eened suspicious« *hii impression 

oould only be strengthened when the t r i a l of the alleged a rsonis t bogan In 

Berlin« At t h a t time, and also l a t e r , p/tf act one of the Judges in tho t r i a l , 

Relohegeriohtsrat Froelioh from Leipzig, and th i s man stated that the conduct 

of the t r i a l was by no IMMUN above quest ion. **o would doubtless be able to 

give important information on th i s subject . 

ft»»22. What i s your best judgement as to tho re la t iunship of th4eH*i«Rsbs$weon 
''Hit* and the t r i a l s to the al&s and purpose« of h i t l e r and the % s i Party, a t 
the t ime, to aoquire p o l i t i c a l eontrol in Germany ? 



A.-2g. r/ff i* eonviaood that toe Beienstftg f i r e and the subsequent 

i n s t i t u t i o n of prccosa against the man who allowedly se t i t wore for tho 

purpose of creating a fooling in the uonsan people which would holp d i sc red i t 

the Cosrcunists and furnish pretext for the l a t e r etep of prohibi t ing f l r t t 

the l e f t i s t p a r t i e s , then f ina l ly a l l pa r t i es except the *asi P&rty. Tho 

^cichstog f i r o , i f c'/-r remembers right« was about a week before th* elect ions 

to tho elchstag; I t was beyond doubt intended to influence then by 

c{$2ryLo£ the Russian l e f t i s t s a» Arsonist« and eoaaon cr iminals . Insofar 

f/,7 beliavas that th« Reichstag f i r e was a •Kilestone along; tho way from 

th* legal naalng of ^ i t l e r to bo eichfkansler to the i l l e g a l no*l of put t ing 

the Hati ' a r t y l a absolute potior. Th© Üasis had held p o l i t i c a l control in 

Ooraany siuoe SO January 1988« Tnat they wanted to a t t e i n was the eosplete 

reuoval of a l l other j ;o l i t l c« l faotiona. 

^ .»23 . After tho Boiohatag f i r e do you reoall tha t the % t i t «upended clauses 
of '••AG »t'ei^ar Consti tut ion guaranteeing personal l i b e r t y , freedom of speech» 
of UM i'roBS of association* and assonblr and do you reca l l which a r t i o l o i 
of tho cons t i tu t ion they were and how they war* suspended ? 

a . - 2 3 . v/u does not remember that cer ta in a r t i c l e s of the ffeissftr Gonsitutlon 

wore expressly invalidated af ter tat» burning of the Reichstag, but i t could 

probalby be ole&rly so?n a t t ha t t ine that tho "'azis war? not oonoornod t o 

keep to t h e ooadiiioas of the cons t i tu t ion . Since fanatioism and intoleranoe 

beoara«; the off ic ial ooae*ttd»onto of the ^AKIS, one could expect anything of tho 

exoapt respect for individual fresdos, or freedon of speech for those who 

were of d i f ferent views. To fr/PFs knowledge the Sei*ar Consti tut ion was never 

spec i f ica l ly sot out of fo res ,e i ther in whole or In p a r t . I t was s iap ly 

teamed from praot ica l effoot by contradicting laws and regulat ions of th« 

goverasient. f ina l ly beoosiing obsolete , i t s former va l id i ty was used only 

t o show tho l ega l i t y of the s e i t a r e of power, whloh appearanoe of l e g a l i t y 

Hi t ler probably valued for reasons of propaganda arid the effect abroad. 
-15- ' *J L, 



3̂ *184« Ar« you familiar with the fact tha t a f t e r the % t t s secured the 
passage by the "eiehsta^ of the *I,aw for the protect ion of the i'eople and 
the &eich*, giving a i t i » r and the «ember* of h l l then Cabinet , lenary 
power» of l eg i s l a t i on , they retained those oxtra-or.Unary powon» af te r 
having ©handed the m#»bew of tho cabinet ? 

A. .24. P/W Is familiar with the fact t ha t the £<a*ia mdc the 3aabling 

act »ach »ore th* le&al l ) u i i for the i r jjoTerreienti although the ooapca-

i t i o a of the oabinet had ohanded. The law was re l i ed upon for propagandistic 

purposes, and probably a l t o to present to th« old "elohspraesldent von 

Mindenburg the appearance of the continuation of the old cons t i tu t ional 

condi t ions . In r e a l i t y the **asis considered thenselvea to be a s t e r s of 

Qermany out of t h e i r own revolutionary rl.;ht« This be l ief received def in i t e 

expression in tha t in the jarfton of tho T'arty ane «yoke always of the 

se lsure of power, and never of the aesuwption of const i tu t ional function* 

by nambere of tho ' a r t y . After the death of Kelchspraotident von ^indenTjarg 

hardly anyone «aw need for Just ifying my meas-jres as cons t ! tu t t iona i any 

»ore« 

g»-25. What ohan^e» in the cabinet »ecsbership were aade at th is tiaae 1 

A.~25. The changes in the composition of the oabinet af tar " i t l o r wa* 

named HaichsJcanxie» i-/'J cannot roraebcr la fletail any longer« important 

event« in any aase wore the (juiok withdrawal of Hu^enber^; froai the cabinet 

and the withdraw»! of 'epen a« Vi&e<aneler in 1934 owing to his having been 

appointed Ambassador to Vienna, because thereby th* basic character of the 

cabinet , in whicn 4ep«n and Hugenberg had served as representat ives of 

those r i g h t i s t groups which did net belong to the Party was changed. 

^»»fte» Dos you r eca l l how the t<*«l» caused a l l other p o l i t i c a l par t ie» than 
w» ' "%i i Tarty t o be prohibited and when th i s was done 1 

h,-2&* If P/flf rcaejabers r i gh t , the % t i s banned tho Corouiaists without 

lot» of til*», and shor t ly thereaf te r the Social ßemoerata Party, in the 

f i r t t half of 1993« In both oasea the reason was probably tha t the»e 
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part iea uad aofcec very no«t i le to the r a r t y . */a a a longsr remember« with 

ce r t a in ty when t i e other par t ies were disaolvod. So on« who ha« read hi t ler1«. 

book ."-ein *-anpf could doubt that th* :*aeia applied tho one-party syst«» after 

the »odd of H&liac Fascia» from the very be&inninj. 

.V,"*"7* *;'07r i i aB ^" c ">^i Party coordinated with the ^overnaent and giv«n 
governmental power« and extraordinary privilege» « 

A«-27» ?ho coordination of tho "a»! i'arty and the s t a t e **.» aoooa$>li*hed, 

i f i / 8 reaerabers r i ^h t , by a special law for assuring ts c uni ty of Party and 

3 t ä t e . he can no longor recall, t h i circus» taaccs . H is to be noted tha t tho 

,Sa»i i a r t y ela.ia.ed authori ty over tho en t i re apparatus of the « tä te fro« 

beginning, and enforoed the i r authori ty to an «van greater extent in the 

course of the year«, th i s wae par t i cu la r ly the case af ter the t i s e when 

appointment of any executive c iv i l servant waa aade dependent upon th« 

approval or the Party Chancellor. 
'J 

,-«-28. is i t not tho fact t ha t by tn.ese „eana the «asi Party acquired oo*g>l«t« 
'control of tho '.aachlnery of the "er raa 3tat« ? 

A.-23. I t ts incontestable that, the Sasi x a r t y succeeded by the te »«an« in 

bria^in.'; tho »achinary of the *«V«*.T\ s t a t e completely under I t s control» at 

the years wont by. 

£ . -29. After fcch *"azls t h i s acquired control of the eaohinery of th« ^«raaa 
s t a t e , is i t not tho fact t ha t they thereupon »et about the coxwolldatica of 
t h e i r posi t ion of power within «f-rraanj' by oxterainafcin^ potent ia l in terna l 
res is tance in *er.%*ny to th» air» and purpose» of the Party ? 

A.-29. I t io per t inen t to note tha t the % B 1 regia* mie use of the posi t ion 

of pow«r which they had won to »tan» out every oouoeivabla torn of realstano« 

to th« goals and purposoa 8f the Party. *he oonoentration camp» and th« 

constant supervision of and spying oa the population by th« «estaoo and ether 

Party functionaries ce r ta in ly served thi« purpes«. Th« u t t e r lack of r e s t r a in^ 

to which th« Sa*i Party f ina l ly oa«« in thi« r«»peot f eund express loa lav* <y 

•17- 5 '.. 

http://ela.ia.ed
http://tn.es


• 

• 

S E C 
radio speech of *otbbtJj toward tho end of the war, In which h« »aid : "Whoever 

l e t« i t be known that he does not «hart JOT viaws, around his neck wi l l be 

put the rope, coldly «aid without forgiven*« s*« xhe t rue character of the T t t i 

rtgltae oould not have shewn i t s e l f laore pla inly snen in this way» through the 

l ips of i t « »out able fflauthpieoe. 

$«»30». '«.hat control did *h« .*£a»l Party acquire over th» ^eiohstag and how was 
that control secured 1 

A .-SO. i'-/iBf doe» not know whether the % s i Party took special measures to 

suporvise the "eiohsfcag, ana" Iw» *^i« supervision was assured« After the 

d l t so iu t ioa of a l l the pther p a r t i e s , the &eieh*tag wu purely a **ai a f fa i r 

without any resseabianoe to a rea l parliament whatever, and a lso los t a l l the 

respect in whioh i t had been held by the population, beeo?3in2 the subject of 

tsany joke«. 

•^ . -31. l a what way» and to what extent did tho as i •r'arty c u r t a i l th» freedom 
of' popular election* throughout Giro/tag" 1 

A.-31 . After the prohibi t ion of a l l pa r t i es except the %*i Party there could 

, ao lon&tr he any t a lk of freedom of e lec t ion , i*h« p leb isc i tes prescribed by 

Hi t ler which he availed hiaaelf of in the f i r s t year* of tho 'Ssti regirae, but 

l a t e r did not r e so r t t o , probably for qui te good reasons, and the aajoribie« 

for h ia of froa ö3 to 9U % which they* brought in, are generally regarded by 

tho üersian people as very <juestionable ref lect ion* of the t rue fooling of the 

$er«*n people, because ther« was ao a*suranoe that thef t elections involved a 

secre t vote . 

^ . - 3 2 . What did the *Wit» do with respect to : eprivin;- the several « t a t e t , 
provinoos and Municipalit ies of the i r previous teed-antoooaout powers and 
t raasforaing thea into ."»ere administrat ive organs of the central ^overnawat ? 

A-32» After b i t l e r had teen aa»ed Ä t ich»keasler , the so-called ooordinatioa 

took plaoe i n a l l the Laender in "ermany, as well as in the provincial un i t s 

«ad « u n i o i p a l i t i e t . *hit oatoUword raeant t ha t a l l other autonomous governing 

-18- K £ P k > 
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bodies hod to surrender the power to the '•'aai Farty jus t l i ke the Reich 

cabinet . For the most part th i s process of coordination wiu put through by 

the «»so of brute force by SA u n i t s . Shea oao* tho coordination had been 

carried through* the further execution of tho % t i program wa« an eaey 

flatter. The »adependenoe of th© *-©nder and the other unit» beoaae bare 

f ic t ions , tho function* of superior power being everywhere in. tho hands of 

the '*aeis. In tho course of time the « tä te of af fa i rs aroso that a l l 

governaent&l powers outside the o i ty of e r l i n were exorcised nor« or less 

by the "»uleiters» 11 national and other posit ions in the 3aue aoqxtired 

a re la t ionship of complete subservience to those Gaulei tere. 

\.-oZ. now and when were the offiees of the ' r e s i d e n t and the Chancellor 

united in tho person of -*itler ? 

A.-"""-, the serger of the sffloors of tho Äeloh*.pr»«sident aod the R eiohs-

kantler #&3 coapletod with the death of eiehspraseidoat von ulndeaburg, who 

died on 2 August 19M. As ?/s reaeahers» h i t l e r had th is aerger resolved upon 

by the Hoioh cabinet, then ra t i f i ed by p lob i s s i t e in the Middle of August 

1934* '-o thereby beoa»o the head of the Jcr.jan a t-ate, and thereupon had act 

only th« ar -y but a l l c i v i l i an fioveraaeat employees take t h e i r oaths in h is 

naas. 

; , - " 4 . Tell what you know a 'out the panging of c iv i l servants by the Masis T 

A.•»'54» The purge of the body of c i v i l i a n employees by tho "asi regisae was 

eo7.plsted gradually, in t evsral s tages . At f i r s t tho r a r t y wont to work 

guardedly, beoa.me i t did not have in i t s ranks enough people to be able t o 

replace »11 these employees who aoeaed undesirable or questionable. Tae Party 

therefore ado an I n i t i a l effort to indoctr inate the c iv i l service in National 

Socialism. *• Berlin, t/k was eoapelied to take pa r t in a whole Suoaession of 

suoh olasses of indoctr inat ion, hose classes were far store oaloulated to 
- * 
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disgust on© with the or* government than to inspire ome -with respect for i t« 

At thosane time thorough-going Sttpenrision and *pyiag a c t i v i t y was imposed 

oa «til government offices and e^sployees. i*ho next «tap was the removal of « H 

Jew* fro* the c i v i l service on the basis of the so-called ^e reaberg Laws of 

1336, which was soon followed by the rc&oval or a l l those who could not 

furnish proof of pure Aryan ext rac t ion . Farther c r i t e r i a for axel us loa war» 

tnea found in aessbershlp in the lodgss of ?r**m*«n*t ««4 la other organis­

ations such as the ^otary Clubs; ecaployee* who belonged to these organis­

ation« were regarded as susp ic ion tad were reaoved so far as possible« ^roa 

lS3y on, executive c iv i l servant» could only be appointed and proaoted i f they 

a 

belonged to the Party. During the wer s t i l l further regulation* were pronul-

gated, whioh were intended to remove those governs«?ut employees who had 

married woaen of foreign e i t i eensb lp . Toward the ©ad of the regia«, a l l 

executive o iv i l servants were regarded suspicious who .rare Catholic .or i n 

any *ay had church a f f i l i a t i o n s . *hs 5!aai »'arty attempted fro expand th is 

continuing powers of aopplng up by ntteapfring to introduce increasing 

«unbars of people from the *arty, ©s «o 1*1 ly from the 3A and the S3, into the 

acre important of f ic ia l poai t ione, in which i t s »ccesdod only to a very 

limited exteat , a t l e a s t , in all. thoe classes of employees whioh demanded any 

speioal t r a i n i n g . 
0.-33._ Uow widespread was such purge and haw Aid i t further contribute to 
complete control by tue Kasi 4 ar ty ? 

A.-36« As far as i'/h could observe, the purge of the o iv i l service of those 

who were undesirable to the ***!• extended to a l l i t s branches. ?his purgo 

natural ly contributed essen t ia l ly to extending the Par ty ' s supervision over 

a l l administrative agencies to the fu l l e s t , because no administrat ive body 

remaiaed naeuperviiod in the carrying-out of the purge, but had to allow the 

Party t o i n s t a l l special agents for the purposes of furnishing i t with i 
-20- T* a " , -'' 
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inforaabion. ?ha» ««thing Thi-h. want an la an of fie« oould reaain hidden froa th« 

Party. 

3.-36« "-hat rr&s -ion? by tho ' "« i s to r e s t r i c t th« independence of th« judiciary 

eh<I "to render i t subservient to >Jasi aias ? 

A«»3d» at f i r f t the independence of the judiciary WM disputed by publio t t t t f l i 

on the judge« iß the 1't.zi newspapers. In pa r t i cu la r , the orjan of the 3a, th« 

"Schwärzt harps" sc lera l tiae* printed ftrtiole- which could only have be«n 

intendoa U> iotij.it"-it« th« J idgee ar.d sake the« oater to the -wish«« of th« ?art£» 

? / " oeuld not, tay »hat tabulations were l a t« r iftde, »inoe he naa not followed 

thee« aa t ter* vary oloeely. 
4«»37« Hell what you know «boat fchu use by the --azi J-arby of a «yst«»a of t « r ro r 
agala»t oppononbs or suspected opponent* of the regln« by auch mean« a« a r r e s t 
without judic ia l proca**, hoHLar, the» in "protect ive ejttttody*, aad put t ing the* 
in concentration ©«raps whera fchey were -«rssouted, degraded, despoiled of property, 
•ubjeotod bo enforced labor, bertured aad «ordered« 

A.-S7. A* early a» 1933 eamr*o the. appearance of the t e r r o r i s t i c method« u»ed by 

the I'azi .-arty or eonm.-^ tinder su*j»icion of opposing i t . In-the c irso of the year« 

one heard again and a^ain in Geraeny that t h i s «an or that aan had been tak«n by 

the "eetape and aent to a concentration camp. i'he fear of being v is i ted with sueh 

a fa te lay apon a l l of »«neany l ike a heavy weight during the ent i re period of the 

Nasi re,.;i-ne. It cer ta in ly became wall-kn?wn through «-»• u«Taan people that the 

Gestapo üid not adhere bo the law«, and not only claiaed i t s vle t ia» without th.« 

use of Judicial process, bat oven robber.) them of the i r freodoa af ter V.i*? had been 

acquit bed by th»* cour t s . Cue of the m e t well-known «xaaplea of »:«h occurence« 

i« the case of Dr. Sienoeller, -which excited &reet a t t en t ion even in other countriee. 

In £en»ral one "<new that thore were large conoentrationoa^ps In ^aohau near &unioh 

and a t ^raaieuburj; n<a*r «rl la« 7'uo horror of these «•fcablishwent» was heightened 

further by the faot tlAt oveh those who haci be-sn reieaaed from the concentration 

camps kept quiet about what went on in th«a, »»»t l i k« iy out of f«ar a t b«ing 
C* f" ft -Ä; F* ''''-• 

returned to the« i f they opened the i r mouth«, A. worse„feature was $ « * t | l t was 
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not possible to obtain a c l e w pic ture of these things during the existeaco 

of the i«a*i regime, but ra thsr one »f the aethod* of the ^eatapo w*a to prevent 

new* of these thing« fro» becoming publ ic , Thus, t/9 did not learn of tha 

horror whioh ra&ed la the concentration caaps un t i l tha occupation of aermaay 

by the Allied Aml#fa 

C|.-53. What cpaasotiutt, i f you know, die ilerafc.au Öo&riag have with the establ ish­
ment "of these concentration oaapa la 1833 1 

A »-3d. p/% doea aot «now what ionaaan Oeerl&g had to do with the set t ing-up of 

concentration oamps in 1933« At tha t t i t * he was '••iuiAterpraesideat of Prussia, 

»ad a« such was the hi&hest executive authori ty l a Pruss ia . If P/w remember» 

r ight« tha Berlin uestapo was f i r s t establ ished by Ooariag as a - rusa iaa s t a t o 

inet l tut^lon» I t is therefore qui te possible to t race the es tab l iahaent of the 

f i r s t conoentration oaiaps in i-russia back to Joerinü» 

Q.-39« What connection did the "S.*w «ad the £estapo have with the use of t h e 
e"önc"ea"tratiön csaps for these t e r r o r i s t i c purpose« ? 

A»-30. The concentration camps sot up for t o r r o r i s t i o purposes iYere subordin-

ated to the '"eiohsf «ahrer 3S Helarien Hiaaler a t a VGV/ ear ly da te , whioh P/% 

does not reaeaber» and wer» froa than on, during the en t i re exiateno« of the 

i**«i reg iae , the aphere of tha 33 . 'Joaothclea», P/w doos not know haw the 

author i ty for the concentration oaaps vtaa apportioned withia the 33 , i a 

p a r t i c u l a r , tu what extent the Oejttap;.- or .he Rolchseloherhoitshaupteat was 

so le ly responsible Tor the concentration e«ape« 

Q.-40. TJhat other organisation«, ?f auy, had a hand in theo« t e r r o r i s t i c 
' «Q-tlhdds oarrled out i a the concentration caaps ! 

A.-40. f/fl has no information to the effect tha t other organisations outaide 

of the 33 had any par t i n the t e r r o r i s t i o aethoda whioh were used in the 

Concentration caaps, !-/«? does not believe tl<at the u i j h Co%*aad of the S3 

allowed any other organisations to have a look a t t he Itap^eniajr* in the 

ooaoentrat loa oanps. ¥hoa «he-33 did acquire other personnel fo r ' these 
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purposes i t »snail y aade thea ^rubers of the S i ! . The 33 had -ae-nbors and people 

in i t s nay in a l l organizations, posit ions and profession«. 

4 . -41 , »hat was don« V the ' 'a t ie to destroy free t rade union« in Qeraany, 
©oofiooata the i r proper t ies , and port «out« t h e i r leaden» ? 

A.-41. Ih« «fctl r*sime dissolved t U unions in Seraany. r/'T ha« no posi t iv« 

lafomiation about the confiscation of union property, but h« '.loos not doubt 

that s ioh a confiscation took plaoe. ! / • doe* not know what happened to any 

par t icu la r union leader«. Undoubtedly- t he i r fate ^as the aa-,s a« tha t of a l l 

proplo "rho ware Snspeeted of opposition to th-* azi reglae« Th« -'»raan labor 

front (DAi'J directed by J iobert hey took the ciaee of those labor union«. Thii 

organisation was of course bu i l t on the principle« of the tfasd regis*« 

f>.*-42. Explain in de ta i l the "aei doctrine known as the ^»hrerprinzlp or leader« 
iship-prlnoipl© ? 

A . - ^ . The se-oalled leader pr inciple (Fuehrorprinzip) aeantthat the wi l l of 

the aehrar ^dolf -Htler waa the only decisive authori ty in ^eraany, and tha t 

every ytjra^n who hold any posit ion ">f authori ty in öormeny had to consider 

hinself only as an exsjoutor of tho wil l of the fuehrer *nd had t o act accordingly* 

?»uts this idaa aeant that a l l respons ib i l i ty was to the superior«, that i s to 

the l eaden of the «tace una the ' a r t y , ih l s is the exact opposite of the 

deaooratic p r inc ip le , «here the leaders of tho »tä te have a roaponsAbility 

towards the people* Tho j.arpoa* of the establiUnveni of the leader . r l no ip l a 

in ^ertaany was tho ball ding up of blind obedience in a l l real1« of publlo l i f e * 

In 1341 or 1942 tho foreign (sinister von Rlbbentrop ocoe set forth in a r*ry 

exalted tone that the loader pr inciple »eaat that th« reepoaeabil i ty for the 

decision« and actions of the 'overnewnt to the eraaa people and to h i s to ry lay 

txluoively on c ' o l i -Utlor* ' 'lbbentrop's only respons ib i l i ty «as t ha t he ooadvioted 

the Qorsvan foreign polioy s t r i o t l y according to ^ t l e r 1 * ooautaada and, as far 

as the off io ia ls of the Seraan foreign servioe were concerned, t he i r responsibi l i ty 
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was fco execute hie instruct ion* proapcly »ind exact ly , *»o oth«r respoo*abili ty 

oxietod for these o f f i c i a l s . 

If s t r i c t adherence to orders i* to be o .oaidQrtfd a basic prinoiplo of 

mi l i ta ry l i f e , one can «bate tha t t h e &b»ol.*te obaerranoe of the leader 

pr inc ip le in a l l real a» of public l i f e in Oeraany had the complete s t i l l -

t&risat lon of l i f e la erwany a* i t* ult imata purpose. This was actual ly 

real ized to a great wet «a t , 

Q.-43, Haw die', the Äati* apply the ?uehrerpriasip to eaployer-ea»loywe relation« 

A,»43« Although ?/? wa» not d i reo t ly act ive In ^eraeaay'« coonrtio l i f e , he 

«ad« the folleffiag observation l a regard to tne appl icat ion o£ the leader priaolj 

1« in labor re la t ions : the o^nospt tha t employer *ad employee were the two 

factor» who had to *<£i*ö<s OA the condition» of work WAS removed. »he *xprea»ion» 

employer and employee »ere replaced by fcho «spre«»ioai f*otory leader (Betriebe-

foehrer) and follower» (oefolgtohaft)« *hia doe« not i -ply that the factory 

leader was the exclusive aaa t t r of his en te rpr i se , b i t ra taer tha t he too wa» -

according to the leader pr inoiple - the executor if wi l l of tue k\±<nhrQrt whioh 

meant « t r i c t observance of the Instruction» and iJireotioa» he recaived form 

the corresponding au thor i t ies of the «täte aad the *arty« 

jMgH« i What effect , i f any, aid this treatment of labor union» and Ute appl i«-
atio'a of the Phahrsnrpriaaip to »a^loyer-«wployee rela t ion* hare In f rus t ra t ing 
any potent ia l res is tance of er«aao »oncers to the prowru& of bhe «a*le ? 

A.-44. The d issolu t ion of the union» a;;d the fact that the ^ersaa -abor Front 

vra» the only organisation which workers eould jo in to safeguard the i r in teres t» 

and tha t the sr r;ani e t ioa m* an i a e t i t u t t i o a ox1 the *arty and Jepoaded oa 

i t« decision« and eould therefor« .isvor eater into any oonfliot i t i / the 

jrarty, effect ively fpreresteflauÄC? -eaganixsd reeietaaa« of the v»*rkia& ola«se» 

t e the %«i regime. Thu» the only p o s s i b i l i t y for res i s tance waa the 

res i s tance of iadividual« or »aal i group». 8ueh undertaking! wore bound t o f a i l 
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beoeus* -r the t e r r o r i s t i c -V'thods f tu© reflate. 

»«-•&£» -ViiA-t. step* did the 3**i* w&<ca to subvert eh influeaoe of the ohurche* 
over the people, par t icular ly ,over the youth of »eriaany, to Subst i tut* Msti 
beliefs« tad to persecute p r i e s t s , clergy and uerabers of jaoaaatio ord*rs« 

A»-45« The V'&si regia« applied strou,-, propagaadiatlo and t e r r o r i s t i c nethods 

to r a s i t t the influeno* or the church oa the people end in par t i cu la r on th« 

*er:»an youth. At the beginning« the MMi fart>- proolaimed the>t i t e program 

was bated oa the principle* o. Ohr ia t i sa i ty , but a strong «.nti-clerieal 

e t t i t u t d e becaae evident area before 1985, and atron?; l a e t i a i confl ic ts 

be tare en the -'arty and the Catholic Ci-naeh resulted a t that time« >ao* the 

Ä t i o a a l Social l e t Tarty had gained power i t used a l l the aefcn* a t i t * disposal 

to replace the teachings of Chr is t laa i ty with It» own teach?ngs, and force the*« 
y 

par t i cu la r ly on ersaaa youth« the church and pa r t i cu la r ly the c le r ica l e s ta te 

were constantly subjected to threa t» , insu l t s ana r idicule} fa i thful Christian» 

wor« considered auspioicue Individual»« frequently the threa t was wade i n 

öeraÄir/ bh*£x§ payaeats to p r i e s t s » »aid be stopped« {Theae payment* were «ad* 

in 3#res»ay through the fc«--Joll*otlag a^onciaa of the s t a t e wnioh collected the 

ehnroh taxes and paid the sa la r ies to vh« meabers »f ehe o ler ioal estate)« 

i'ho •'• a r t / conducted a "'ery unpleasant propaganda eavapaign against the Catholi« tt 

church in i t s morality proOet/diiw, a,-,a.ln*t members of th<» order of 3 t . ran»*». • 

i-iri-V'. the -war. permission to pr in t wa« not ,,iven to any r» l i ;ious publ icat ions , 

auch aa church, and dioooac .,nw»p*p«ra. in addit ion church proper t ies , par t leu lar l j 

o lo ia t e ra , wore seised, anno moevents in prea* xnd ever the radio by the church 

wcro suppressed and many p r i n t s x&ro removed to concentration e*npi. A question 

of psvrtloalar f r ic t ion between the "nt i r«.«gi&e anc the ch.iroh was of court* the 

question of the education of youth. The räl i^icu« seaoole were closed and by 

steps the teaching of re l ig ion wa« suspended completely. In order to remove the 

Influence as far as possible , fonaations ef the o i t l e r * Youth, «enborsnip in 



which becaae oUilgiitory during tae war, wars fixed for Sunday a i m i n g to 

provont the your4^ people fro» going to chi rch. I t ia of ©ourse a weli-knowa f M t 

t ha t a l l «ohoii-oook» published under tho "aais wero wri t ten along the l ine» 

of Satl doctr ine*. 

^.-46« With what belief» did the Waal« indoctr inate the youth of ^eraanjna i a 
rIfjsTIt.ition for Chriatiau doctr ines , uad haw did taey use for then« end* the 
organization icn.ov»a a« "Ei t l e r Jagend"« or *-itler Kouth ? 

A.»46. Th« field» la which the tsaoViiau;* of tho 'ajsi Ideology were to 

replace tho teaoaia^a of Chr ia t iaa i ty to the greatest extent included p a r t i c ­

u la r ly c£i»tory aad biology. u e l i ^ ioa we» replaced by a rery general c rapie te ly 

oolorloa* concept of c. "belief la uod", wiu*Q.it any re l ig ious od »catlou of 

tho youth facias connected with i t . History aad : i o l o ^ were instruments to 

propagate the idea* .of race «aoag the youth« Idea» according to which the 

Sordio tsan aloao o*a be tiuf creator aad rea; bearer of culture« I t ia a 

well-known fact that vinti-^öväsh aatred warn «.routed by these teaching« • -hey 

found the i r pa r t i cu la r oxpreaaioa aooag tho h i t l e r Eouth i a the *"jlood and 

3oi l " (Blut aad Boden) slogan« :>©r,aan his tory wa* taught i a a l i gh t developpcd 

by flazi i i tVerature« tfuioa presented unproved taeeriee aad hypothec«« about the 

«*rly a is tory of th« ancient 'J ens* a* a» facts aad which uave ton iapreseion tha t 

the %ai Farty was the cawlueire «a/ioar of th« uer«saa people la md<*ra t imet• 

The "Ileloheor^aaiaatioa fuer "ugead" (aeioki - rgani ia t ion for /outa) the *o- j 

cal led a i t l « r *outb played a wajor part i a the propagati^a of the»« teaching*» 

I t was tho or iginator of the idea of "Blood aad Soil" aad of a ^reat ly 

exaggerated concept >->f hoaor, r»hloh i t t r ied to in jec t into the youth i a 

order to prepare for absolute s e l i - s a u r i f l e c fro tho ..iazi-rogiuc, i'aose idea» 

woro propagated extensively dir lug the so-oailod aoae-CTaoia^ of the ^ i t l e r -

fouth» during which lecture« aad spoeohec« oostauaity » l a d i n g , f i l a » aad «iseil-

a r a c t i v i t i e s were pr««eat«d. 'lao ao-oallad Adolf - i t l a r «ohools aad th« 
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Orduashuarger of the " asi * a r ty were place« where t h i s education of the ^eraa*» ftn 

WHS par t i cu la r ly fostorod. These i mit i tut inns were t o t r a i n the coming leader« 

o* the naxi Party in o i l the teaching» of Hszism. 

Qj-47. Twll what you knorr «bout peraeoution by the ä a r i s of pac i f i s t group«» 
such fij« Jevoha's •«'itneasss. 

A.-47. ?/"»' ha* no information «.bout the persecution of such paoif l»t group* 

ft« J«hOYu,S i t i e s s e a . */• know« only that a l l such group« wsre dissolved «ad 

t h e i r members ooncidered as suspicious persovis and treated accordingly. 

3.-4?.>. .'hat w** the a—nlng of the i'azi dootrin© of "errenvolk or tho> 
•I&SVOT '-*aoe ? 

A.-4c. The i t a t e r raoe doctrine whioh the «asi Party adopted originated font 

the concept tha t «aeDg «-11 the raoea of the earth the only or* capable of 

«raat iag cul ture wa* the tfordio race , he only cul ture oonaidered as culturaj 

i s that davoloped by Kuropean people«, öinoe th i s cul ture f i r s t «ppearcd i n 

Sreooe, thn ancient Creek»' origin i« deduced fro» Nordic esrni-ranta, Similar 

Hordio influenae« are pointed cut vrhereerer any higher Quitour« hfts appeared« 

Thi« theory la expanded in A-dolf - l i t l e r ' s Mein Kampf with «maaiqg naivete and 

haa sone froii there into a l l of }Jaei l i t t e r a t u r e . The oonol i«ion drawn fro« thi« 

idea is that i t i s the «darion of the t'ordio raoe to dominate tho Tifaol« earth 

«ince only i t o&n apread ou l tu re . At the same time the idea is pr«agnted t h a t t h t 

Seraan people are the naiu representative« of tna t äordi« race , 'nder closer 

«camination thia theory pro?ea i t s e l f to bo« a typica l pseudo-saiantifio product» 

d i s t i l l e d fro» tneoriea ou ths his tory of oul ture , the evolution of the human 

baiag« Anthropolo -j,' ÄIid iliilo«optay of the l a s t half of the 13th Century. 

:;eTorthele»a thi« doctrina «a« used extensively to win tho aoi*»nti.' ,ioaily 

unschooled «asses over to the t,e*ohius« of ä&ticm* 

^«-49*. Pursuant to the "errenvolk doctr ine, what «top« did the %«i« tako 
with respect to pera«cation of Jews In He-many and attempt to, exterminate them f 
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A,-4-S« -Wolf **ittor t r ied to spread feelings of hatred against Jews ever 

s iace hi* f i r s t appearance in public l i f e , Ills "book ^eln ^uiapf cental aa a • 

great m**ber of utterances againat the <̂sws which are f i l l#d with unrestraiaed 

hat red , Thus the spreading of hatred a 5a los t Vie Jaw* *?aa one of the ai'Alnstayi 

of üJati-propagasda area before 19575. Raturally th is had H E issaediat« co.uaequea» 

oo8 af ter the *T*si« gained control in Sersaay. .;»s early as the epriag of 15)35 

lar/,e scale boycotts a^ainat a l l «ewish a hoi a wore in i t ia ted» be SA uta^ed 

aati~seraitic procession», picket« were placed in Zro-i, of a l l Jewish stores 

aad t^usir windows wore marked, fthoeror bought iu Jewish scores nevertheless 

or consult?« Jsarlali phyalolnaa, or t r i e d aoolal intercourse srith <'ows beoaao 

the fiuojoct oi' denunc ia t ion and was obliged to t a k e the •Mve oo .sequences« 

'''he so-oalled ütevaetbarg lawe of 193? rwwnred »11 "evra froa aff lolal yosit ioa» 

and h#\lf«J«ws followed soon afterwards. At a l l polntu of recreation» bath­

house», e t c . signs ware put up, forbidding adeds^ion to Jam, I t f inal ly eaae 

to jravo excesses in 1938 a f te r a senber of the fterr*n ?5aba»»y in Pari* had been 

satrdered by a w«w. The vH2is u t i l i s e d thia '.«vent to ca l l the i r SA units to «0-eal 

lod spontaneous demonstrations. Synagogues »ere »et on ''ivz, tho windows of 

a l l Jewish stores were destroyed and other wild axce&ses took place«. *n order 

to defame them «van more the Nazis forced the «-'we to wear Identifying cadges« 

•fcuriog the war, the peraeoution of "CTS f inal ly resul ted in mas deportation», 

and an i t woll known today, in -sass «urdar. 

Si.-SO. fthat special, oonneation did Alfred nosenVers, Jul i is Streicher a.nd 
Hobort Ley bare with the nail program of persecution >f the "owa ? 

A,-60. Alfred Rosenborg, was n i t l e r ' a personal t rus tee in charge of the 

development of the National »iociallat couccpt of l i f e in the nrly, and a* 

•uoh had pa r t i cu la r in luence on the a t t i t u d e of the Party towards the ^ew». 

?/% does not know whether Hossabers played an important rol« i a the aotual 

«acWutloa of «aaaoraa ajAiast «Ws. Jul ius Stre icher o»; th# othsr h&ad was -f 



undoubtedly one of the »orit mongers of hatred against the dews one can 

imagine. Hit paper "Der Stuermer" reeked with hatred against the Jew» and 

could fill any decent thinking reader only with disgust. Robert Ley's part in 

the "ewish question was mostly the great many speeches he mads before the 

workere of German faotoriee In order to win the» over to the föui Party. f/tt 

doee not know anything about any particular task he had in the connection 

with thepereecution of Jew*. 

Q.-81. What eontrole did the 'imsis impose OTer cultural aetivitiee, dissemin­
ation of information and expression of opinion within Germany and the movement 
of Intellicence from and Into Germany. 

A.-Bl. In order to control the main aedia of cultural activity, namely the 

propagation of information and the expression of opinion in Germany, the Satis 

created various chamber« euch at the Reich chamber of Culture« the Reloh 

Chamber of th« Theater« the Reioh chamber of ̂ itterature, eta. These chamber* 

were directly under Ooebbele'' supervision, that la under the Reich propaganda 

Ministry. ?/fr believet that memberihip in theae organlcation« was obligatory 

for everybody active in the oorreaponding fields. Whoever did not Join them« 

chambers, thue refusing to be supervised by them, oould no longer practioe 

his profession as author or artist» 7he entire book market was controlled by 

these organs, and thus the only foregdn llt\erature which could be sold in 

Germany was that that was permitted by the authorities. The same applied of 

course to all German publications. By the same token the appearance cf foreign 

artists, scientists, etc. in ermany was subject to control by these autho­

rities* Another field to which the Propaganda Ministry $aid particular attention 

was the propagation of erman litterature in foreign countries and the visits 

of "erman artist*, scientists, etc» to foreign countries. Persons net 

acceptable to the '"'asi regime were unable to obtain permission to leave th* 

country. On the other hand the Propaganda Ministry would pramots tours of 
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peraone who war« expeoted to »!c« propaganda for %riaany in gwneral and for the 

Sail regia* ia particular. 

%.-68. Tail what you know about the tatting up of propaganda raaohinoa and tha 
use of propaganda by the «asia to indootrinata the -̂ eman paopla with %sl 
dootrinaa. 

A.»62. Propaganda waa tha chief means whioh tha %xie worked to gain power 

in Oeraaay, a n d propaganda waa tha predominant aaana tha **esis uaed to win 

the «arama people after they had gained power. *ho oenter of propaganda 

activity ia öera*ny waa of oourae the "oioh» Propaganda ^iniitpy headed by 

Doctor Joseph CoebaOlssi who simultaneously heM tha position of Satiooal 

Sooialiat Propaganda Director of the ^eloh in the Party. The Propaganda 

Ministry had an «intensive organisation. ?here waa a regional propaganda «flece 

in the oapital of wrf Sau« Thus the arm of the Propaganda Ministry reached 

ovorywhor«. the media of that propaganda were the Radio, the newspapers« and 

pubiie «Tents» as well as the great Reiohsparteitag (Annual Tfaii Party 

Convention) in Sueraberg and aany email political asasmblies which reached 

even the saallest village*. Broadcasting was oentralisad under the Reich* 

und Funkg«*«llsehaft (Reioh *readeaatlng Aasoeiaitioa). All German atationa 

belonged to this organisation. The Kerstan press waa controlled with equal 

striotncaa by the Propaganda Ministry. It too served a definite purpose in the 

eouetant propagation of the ^asi doetrinea saong the "eraan publio. Filaa 

should also be Mentioned as an effective medium of propaganda. The films too 

war« subject to the control of the Propaganda Ministry, through the Reioh 

Chamber of Motion Pictures (Reiche filstauaaer). 

Q.-SS. tfhat did the %sla do about putting their aubsidlary and dominated 
organisation «a a military footing with a view to their ultimate transformation 
and uaa as Instrumente of war ? 

A.»BS. As far as P/sfr remembers« the SA and SS were oreated as fighting units 

for the political straggle id Germany. *e waa able to observe these organisation 
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only after 1S32, after hi» return to ermaay fro« abroad. The military appear« 

anoe of the SA and SS itruok him In 1952 aad area sore la 1933 after Sutler took 

over the power« Vff oaaaot tay to what extent I t waa planned to uee thee« 

Organization« ai instrument« of war. It i s well-known that the SA« especially 

Roehm aad hi« c ircle», planned to take the plaoe of the %ioh«wehr la the ear l / 

day« of the !to«l regime. One heard offhand by -toe leader« of the SA to dispose 

of the ^eiohavehr and supplant it« offloors corps with the leaders of the SA* 

The SA had finished preparations for the Putsch in 1934« when Soehm was shot 

and his oonspirators were arrested. Afterwards the SA l o s t i t« importance a« a 

military instrument and wa» only seen unarmed at demonstrations "spontaneous 

uprisings* arid national f e s t i v i t i e s * The S3, and especial ly Hitler*« body guard 

were a s t r i c t l y military organisation and wa« known a« the e l i t e of the Nasi re» 

gime. 

j . - B i . Whafceuch organi*aticn« were militarised or put on a semi-militarised 

fooifng T 

A.-64. Semi-military organisation», besides to« SA and SS, sueh as the S3 

Motor Corp« and the S3 Aviation Corps, were both uniformed and drilled aooording 

to military principle«. £he »awe goes for the eloh Labor Service and th« Hitler 

Youth. The Labor aerrioe with the spade instead of the r i f l e and the Hitler 

Touth were of great importance in the pre-milltary education of the **ermaa Touta* 
3*55. In what ways did the %sis use Organisation« of German business a« 
instrument« of ooonomlo preparation and mobiliaatlon of war ? 

A.-58* f/9 nerer had anything to do with the question of economical preparation 

for war, but he has ao doubt that th« %ai regime has used the German economy for 

this purpose. 

Q*-5g. W* did they direot German»• economy toward preparation« and equipment 
of iho military machine T 

A.-56. Same as to 55. 
* \ r • , • I 
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Q.-67. loll what you know about directions of finance, capital invest»eat«, 
and 'Foreign trado toward proparatioa and equipment of tho Military machine ? 

•1.-87. P/w aever hoard about directions for tho budget, for tho investment 

of fund» or for tho export of good« with a view to tho proparatioa and develop­

ment of tho armemeat industry. ue it not informed about any measure* taken for 

tho «apply of tho induotry with raw material fron a broad aad for making foreign 

exchange available for tho purohaao of raw material. 

Q.«B8. What stockpiles of good« and supplies for war wore laid up and how 
tola done J 

A.-58. P/W dooo not know anything about the extent and Kind of goods and food 

stuff« otorod for war purpose. *a the Foreign Office, all ô uestioas of export» 

trade wore handled by the export-trade department, P/T never worked in thii dopt. 

Q.-S*. Whoa was the large re-armameat program inaugurated and how was It 
carried out T 

A.-gP. p/n never heard when the plan for large scale rearmament was begun 

either officially or unoff leally. 

Q.06O. What oonaootioa, If you know, did Gustav Krupp von Bohlen und Sslbaeh 
have with the industrial rearmament program T 

A.-CO. Gustav *rupp von Bohlen and Halbaoh's oonnoetlon with the industrial 

reconstruction program i* unknown to F/w. It Is largely self-evident to F/V 

that the Krupp plants as one of the largest and most productive enterprises of 

Qerman heavy Industry wore given orders for tho rearmament. 

<jU»6l» Tell what you know about tho establishment of the office of the Pour 
Tear "Urns« with ^ermann flooring as it« Plenipotentiary. 

a.-dl. The nomination of ̂ ermann flooring as Deputy for the Four Tear Plan in 

1918« P/W believes, was sende after the demand for the creation of a supremo 

office f.T tho decisions on economic measures. Uaitl that time, several ministries 

of the Äeioh, the Minister of Economy, the tf inistor of Finance, the Minister of 

yood and Agriculture, the Foreign Minister (for matters of foreign trade) and 

the Minister ot War ( for «attor« <tt military economy) had been eoordiaately 
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responsible. Th« Cooperation whicUhad foraerly existed between th» ministri l 
and the Cabinet die not «unction anymore, Sitler had abolished al l cabinet 

meetings. Voting among the Minister« «at dieliked by the {ia*ie a« a democratic 

prooedure. According to the leaderehip principle, one »an« 'lermann Ooering, a« 

deputy of the *uehrer was to take over the entire responsablllty for the 

economy. a e was to have al l power of decision* 

|«gttg What kind of oontroli did Ooering hare orer aeraan economy, under 
8 M four lear Han, and how did he conduot that plan in preparation for war t 

A.-62* A» far ai p/ff know», êrmann Ooering a« Deputy for the Four Tear Plan 

had complete control over the "enaadeoonomy. In view of the f»et that re« 

anaaaeat was in full •wing, i t is certain that this economic measure played a 

role in the preparation for war. t/t does not know in detail how ^Waaan Ooering 

used this delegated power in the economic preparation for war» 

QU*tl» T«H what you know about the appointment of '.falter Punk about 28 August 
1838, as "Plenipotentiary for Beonomios'' and about what he did in that offioe 
in preparation for offensive war against *otand. 

A.-63, p/ff no longer remembers anything concerning the nomination of Salter 

Funk as plenipotentiary for eoonomics questions, which took plaoe on 28 August 

1039, p/s oannot say what the consequences of this nomination were and what 

its connection with the attack against inland was« 

C.-34. Vihat do you know about the appointment, about 30 August 1939, of the 
Ministerial Council for the defease of the eieh to aot as the War Cabinet* 
and who were the members of that #ar Cabinet f 

A.-64. On the eve of the outbreak of war, Hitler created the ilinsterlal 

Ceäneil for the defense of *ermany out of the desire to oreate an institution 

under the ohairaanebip of "ermann Ooering whieh had the authority to carry 

out the aeooessary economic measures inside of Germany, while Hitler took oar« 

of the military operation in the field. The Ministerial Council for th« 

Def-tnec of "ernany had the primary purpose of taking some of the duties of 

Government for» Hitler»s shoulders. As far as ?/w oould see, the ecunoll T 
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handled hit task iaeompletely cod iooompetöatly, f irst because Uitler reserved 

the fine,! decision to himself ia al l important «juestions, aad seoond, beoause 

the H<j of the Fuehrer gradually b«caa« tho central office for decisions on al l 

o,uc«tloas. Later oa in the course of the wer the Ministerial Couaoil for the 

Defense of êrmany had l i t t l e power because of these circumstances. ?/# oan no 

longer rsmember al l the individual member* of this Ministerial Council for the 

Defense of "ermany. Besides Chain-tan Soaring» Rudolf ^ess, Minister of 

Economy Walter Funk and General Keitel the Chief of the Armed Forces High 

Comaand were member». 

^.-63. doing back now to the middle of the year^lSSS, when the Jlaxis had 
soquired governmental and eoonomic control over er»any, and were in a position 
to enter into further and nore detailed planning'with reference to foreign policy« 
I believe you at that time held the position in the Foreign Offioe of head of 
the Weetern European section, is that right ? 

A.-65. In 1953, P/% was in charge of the western European section which included 

France, ^elglu», Holland, Kaembourg and 3wlt*erland. This section was part 

of section II of the Foreign Offioe, which included the countries of western, 

southern« and south-eastern Europe. The head of this section was the Minis« 

torlaldirector Oorhard Kocpfce, who withdrew in 1936 because of his non-Aryan 

ancestry» **is deputy was the Reportorial Counselor of the Legation von Friedberg, 

who was of «Wish ancestry and committed suicide in 1934. In 1936, Sectios* II, 

l i t ZV °F the Foreign Office were consolidated into a single Political Section* 

p/fT kept the western European section, to which threat örit*in and Sire were 

added. 

Q.-66. In that position you were intimately faailiar, were you not, with devel­
opments la foreign pclioy of tha "asls as they affected "estern Europe ? 

A»-66. I /Ve position at that time did»at make hi» familiär with the foreign 

policy of the Sasis as far as western Europe was ooncerned. ?he character of the 

leading «en of Section II of the Foreign Office, mentioned ia the preceding 

answer will easily aake i t cl«ar that the %*is did not want to let such men 
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know about their foreign policy. ?hero were no ehanjja« in this regard later on» 

•o that p/rr did not know nil the %»i plan concerning Äestern Europe until they 

had been realised* 

ftgggy» T«il o i l you know about tha lfe«l olan to re-oooupy and fortify the 
Rhinaiand, in violation of tha Treaty of »r»aille» and other subsequent treaties, 
and how that plan wa« carried out t 

A.-87. hitler's plan to reoooupy the denilitarl (ed «one of the Hhineland and 

to fortify i t wa» not known %a Vjht before i t wa» offioially announced. 4» far 

a* t/§ renewbers, the üer-;»n troop» «arched suddenly into the demilitarised «on», 

%tlar announced this fact to tho wewled brfcagly and attested to justify thi* 

«ovo before the foreign govern»««*« concerned. 

Q»«Q9. Toll what you know about »eoret re-ars»Mient of «rsany by the flaatft« 
botwoea 1935 and «arch 1935» tteluding sooret training Sf military personnel, 
production» of Munitions of war, and Gilding of an air foroe, oontrary to the 
provisions of the -reaty of «rsailles and ith*r subsequent treaties. 

A.-QQ. t/t know« of no »eoret Oerjam rearaanen* under Ha» -fasl regia» between 

1933 aid March 1935, nor were any faots about «eoret training of troop« and 

about production of war materials known to hi». 

Q.-69. Tell what you know, from your position in Wie Foreign Of floe, as to the 
JJasis leading Germany to leave the International Pisarmment Confereaee and to 
withdraw, fro» the League of nation» t 

A.-69. p/vr did not learn beforehand of the "eratan withdrawl from the Geneva 

Dlsaraaaen* Oonferonoe and the League of Nations, although he was a member of 

the Foreign Office. He s t i l l remosber» that he learned thi» foot from a news­

paper whioh he bought in Berlin at the Sollendorf-Plat« and that thi» mem astound* 

him. 

a,-70. Shat dl«ou»»ions, i f any, did you have about those «top» with tho Foreign 
*ini»-üer and who was your foreign **ini«ter at that tine t 

A.-70» P/? did not have any di»ou»«ioa» with the Foreign Mlnister oonoerning Gor­

man withdrawal fron tho "-cag-jo of '»ations and the 3onova Disarmament Conforeno». 
The -*er»an Foreign *ini»ter at that time wa» Comtentin J^aiherr, von Ifeurath» 
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Queetioa* resarding the League of aatlon» as well a« dimratment «ere not within 

the scope of P/V'a »ub-«eetion for western Europe. A special »ubdiviaion of the 

Foreign office concerned it*elf with theae probleae. P/ff believe« that Seportoria 

Counselor of Legation Frohweln wa« in charge of i t . 

Q.-Tl. Uho gave the instruction» for the withdrawal from the disarmament Confer­
ence and from the League of Aktion« 7 

A.VT1». Adolf %tler and the then Foreign Minister von Ileurath are the only 

one« who oould have given the direction for "erm&ny*« withdrawal fwr» the 

Dl»armament Conferenoe in the league of ^atlen». P/Vr doe« not know any details 

about thl» directive. 

CUgS» •**• v o u faailiar with the announcement the %il« «ade to the world on 
It Way 1955 that they would respect the territorial limitation« of the Versailles 
Treaty and would comply with ^enaany'e obligations under the Locarno Pact t 

A.»71. P/lf no longer remember« exaotly the He*!«1 announcement to the world 

on 21 *ay 1956 that they would respect the territorial boundaries of the 7er»allli 

reaty and Germany*• obligation« under the Locarno Pact. &e believe«, however, 

that this was announced la one of %tlerf« «peeehe* which was designed to soothe 

the world regarding the announced rearmament measure* of daroh 1935. 

Q.-73. fShak discussions did you have with the Foreign **inl«ter or other« in the 
Foreign Office, or what papers or communications did you »ee» or what fact« do 
you have knowledge of, which lead you to believe that that announcement wa« fnl-
»•ly mad« to deceive other nation» and to allay their fears of aggressive intent-
Ions of eraftay t 

A.-T5. P/fr O079T talked with the Foreign *lnl«ter about the declaration of 21 Ha; 

1935, and he does not reaeaber with whoa he dl»ou»»ed i t in the Foreign Office. 

At any rate, he has not seen document» or report« or been informed about facts 

which could lead to the conoiu«ioa that the ann;>uaoe»ent of 21 ^ y 1935 wa« 

given to mislead other nations, -*e doe» not doubt that i t wa« deelgned to dispel 

fears about the aggressive intention« of "cranny. Thl«, of course, i« the case 

only i f It ooourod as mentioned In the answer of question # 72. 

•58-



$.-74. After th* Sasia re-occupied ana fort i f ied th« Rhineland on 7 SGaroh 19SÄ» 
contrary to tho provision« of tho ~reaty of ersai l le» and the Rhine Past of Loc­
arno of 16 Ootob«r 1625, they announced to th« world that "we have no terr i tor ia l 
dec*.nds to wake in Europe*. ^hat information do you have a« to high polioy 
pl*nniag of th« ßasi» at that t ia» which way load you to bollor« that that 
armounceiioat was fal»oly «sad* to deceive othor Suropean nations and to a l lay 
thoir fear» as to the aggro«*! ive intention* of th« «nsi» and of Sasi ^ornany t 

A.-74. ?/?T know» nothing about the high pol i t i ca l strategy of th« Has Is of 

March 193d which oould load to the conclusion that Hitler'» declaration • Tf« 

hare no other territorialdorsandi ia Europe" was «ad« to mislead othor European 

nation» or to di»pel their fear» about the aggressive intention» of th« tfaei« 

and iaai aer«any. .ro» th» later behavior of ^ i t i er , P/% conclude» that h« did net 

act in good faith "Rhea asking the declaration. #e a lso believe» that Europe was; 

at that time considered that Hitlsr's declaration» were sedative», and that no 

gro&t pol i t ica l re l l ab i l i ty could be a««igned the«. 

3.-75. It i» not the fact that at that very t i e » the doctrine of ^eb»n»rau* wa» 
a fundament»! }kai doctrine of the Basi Party and a oardinal doctrine of German 
foreign policy. 

A,-75, The dootrine cal l ing for "Leben»raun* always played an important role 

/ i n the pol l t ioal imagination of th« *a«is. The discission in Hitler1» book 

Kein &\apf olearly pictured t h i s . Tbl» book is the basic representation of the 

K&zi philoanhpy of l i f o and served a» tho guide for th» propaganda of the Party. 

Hitlor'* disciss ion >f the webeasrau» dootrla« in *ein Kmpt olearly shows the 

designs on additional territory in the ea»t. ?ho public propaganda of the \ s l 

farty obviously could express this demand only with great «are. It aould not be 

publicised a» the goal for German foreign polioy. It wa» pushed into the baok-

groand by the e«pha«i* on the ideological oontr&et to th» Soviet Union and by the 

uareetrained dennunoiation of that country a» an eneay of the world. Hitler1» 

intention of realising th« c la im for Leb»n»raua through oonqueat became apparent 

after the war against Russia broke out. Reading hi» Mein Kampf i t Is beyond a l l 

doubt that such a conquest wa» the Sasi goal froa the very f irs t day» of &i«ir 
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tagjSfc **»t whet was «eeat by the 3esi doatrine of '-ebensreu» *od «hut was the 
Jusicrioal connection between the doctrine and older ?a»-g,eraan expansionist 
doctrines, IUCH as the Drang QMh Osten, and the later Haushofer doctrine of 
Geopolitics ? Sxplaia this fully« 

a»-76> the Lobnoaraiua doctrine tried to «allein the necessity of giving a large 

nation with a population such as Gersany'a the space i t itoeded for satisfactory 

living conditions and for the existence of its people* The doctrine also pointed 

out that other nations had space enough within their boundaries or ia their 

colonies« With regard to that» the "ebeasreum dootrine was an expression of the 

w*ll-known difference betwea the "Have's" and the "Ears §oVs2 which has often 

b«en delat with ia politioal propaganda« Nations liky Russia» America, Saglend, 

Francs, China and even "elgium and Holland have 'sufficient Lebensraum according 

to the doctrine» whereas Oerssany, Japan and ijtaly have net* The politioal 

conception of the Mediterranean area as belonging to the ^taliaas, large parts 

of Central» Horth and ^astern SJurop* as belonging to the ^eraans, and large 

parte of %st Asia as belonging to the Spanes© arose during the war* The 

dootrine was very similar to the Idea of antarohy that every great power can 

take everything i t needs for i ts people from its area of sovereignty» *ho 

association of ideas which sake* such an antarohy a political claim is based 

upon the consideration that a large country is unable to become self-sufficient 

If It depends «a Other countries in the Jjaport of any vital raw-mtoriale, 

agricultural or industrial products« the study of the necessities which thus 

have to be taken Into :onsideretioa by er^r/ lar^e power, a« well as the 

valutatiou of the individual co\|ntrles as power-foe tors, is known as the science 

of "Geopolitics*« Such ideas were held by the Swedish seographer Rudolf Xjellea, 

who published several books about these s roblew» during and after world Htar !• 

tie also included such factors as access to the high seas and existence of natural 

borders in the soope of his evaluation system f r indlviduaf countries« Frofessor 
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gfcri F&ushofer took up and further developed Geopolitics In aer»any. 

The Leben*raa* doctrine as well as the «eiouoo of fleopolitios are of *eoe»* 

date Rad are aot to be compared with the former ueretftn expansion policies knowa 

under the «losen J "Sxpansion to the East". ?/v? beliures that this slogan 

characterised the foreign policy of Eaperor Wilhelm II, and resulted in the 

well-know plan for the Bagdad railroad l ine , The plan of the Berlin-Bagdad line 

was of the tame importance under the then Staatssekretaer roa Klderlen-

'5aeohter, a« the plan of the aerlin«!to*to-Tekyo triangle under Hitler« The 

reeult of Serwany's pre-3orld-1«ar-I policy was the at llanoe of emany Austrla-

fiin^ary, Bulgaria and Turkey during Acrid', ar I» Since %tler planned the 

Oeraan demand for »ore territory chiefly i» the east *ad even ;>r«foi*ed this to 

the whole world in hi« hook %in *aj»pf i f was only natural for the old slogan 

of the "Drang najch Osten" to he revived in t k u new eeaae. 
«̂•»77« 17a« not/ aaother cardinal doctrine of 8a*;i foreign policy the doctrine 

of the "eutsohoa /oik, that all persona of t̂rasu* blood, wherever located, 
should he joined together in one racial ooamnity under the control of Saal 
«erraaay 7 I 

A.-77, Hasi' propaganda widely publicised the deaand that al l Öermat la tae> 

nei^hborins (jiouafcrios of the Reich »hould be returned er incorporated to tao 

^eioh« At the begiaalng of the %ti regiwe thi« propa^nda led to naive deaonatr« 
I 

atiotis and »pooches of the Party oraolee in the border regions of ̂ eraany. 

V/T r en embers 'that the French Babasay «Ksaplained oaoe about auoh a demonstration 

in Alsace* ^he Swiss legation likewise oeaplained about remarks by ̂ arty 

spoakers in bmA\ux, who stated that the *erxan inhabited part of Switierlaad 

should be incorporated into ^eraaay. At that tia* the Foreign Office tried to 

stop «hi« propaganda, which subeequeatly diminished, but the dree* of having 

all ^eraans within the 'Uioh lived on and was constantly nursed by the Auti 

Party, Before ttoe outbreak of the war Eitler gare the idea ef "One ^iea" a 

larger scope by including the Cseohs In the Union, which already meant « 
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r n w% i- -B. 

realisation la part of th« lebenereua doctrine. During th« war, Germany's name 

was officially changed to '3reater %raany. Eitl«r visualised end triod to 

establish th« Greater ^eraaaio üeioii, whioh vra» to inolude auoh nati~:ia a« 

th« Can«* and Dutch and thus was to £0 beyond th« soopc of Jre*ter -'eraany i t ­

self» The ^eicks fuehrer SS epen«d a special ofrice for Greater 3«riaanio matter«, 

whioh waa to apread this ideology. 

^»-TS. that doctrine «a« epitomised, wa» It not« in th« Hasi »logan "Bin Reich» 
•inYol^c, oia Fuehrer"? 

:/ 

i,.»T&. It m pertinent that th« propertied« of th« Seal rerty aa«d a slogan 

"B^J Reich, «in ^olk, ela Fuehrer* (one nation, one people» one leader) whioh 

had th« goal of consolidating all German» in on« country under th« leadership 

* of Hitler, 
^•-79. la i t not true that the doctrine was net 1leited to the thoory of «in 
Volk» or the demand for a unified ücrmaa raoe» but alao included the ooneept of the 
Herrenvollc, whereby i t w&a contendad that th« racial Geraana were a tsaater raoe, 
entitled by their blood and qualitie» to dominate other auppoaedly inferior race« T 

A.-79. It ia true that next to the desire for the unification of al l Geraana 

in one Reich» the concept of the maeter race played a major part aeonjj National 

Socialiat politloal conoepta and the propaganda of the #asi party. The idea that 

the "erman people hac a apeoial qualification for domination ia derived fro* the 

wellwknewn Kaii doctrine according to which only Sforddo men can create oulture. 

Thia doctrine ia laid down with particular thoroughneea in aitlor'a book Mein 

Keepf. At tiae eaae tine I t waa alwaya aaaumed that tho "oraan people are the 

main reproaentativea of that raoe. Simmltaneoualy with thia intentionally 

propagandised high yaluntien of the êrman people the people» nho did not 

belong to the ffcrdio raoe were eonald«r»d inferior«. Thia waa done to partioular 

extreme« of defamation in the caae of the people« of eeatern Europe who lived 

ia aaeaa considered part of the German Lehensraua and who were thus subject to 

Gorman domination, who were stigmatised as inferior peoples whose mission i t was 
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to be governed by the liordio »aa. There «re clear oooneotion* between these oonoept 

and the philosophy of *riodrich Siettsche of the second half of the I0ta century. 

fill teachings about the ^aupomaa'1 «.ad hie oontoapt for the "slave eoul» of th» 

-such too aaay" furnished adequate slogans for the racial doctrines of Nails*. 

Q.-50. It ia true» i» i t not, that within the ftasl oonoept of "raoial Germns" 
they considered the Auatfciana aa of the saae Volk aa the Qeraaus and henoe 
formulated. a* one of thoir basic aiaa the incorporation of Austria iato tS» 
ttoioh J 

A.-33. It ia absolutely true that oae of the aaain deaands of ftati policy was 

the inclusion of the Auatrians la the ueraan ^eioh aa part of the poUoy which 

demanded the unification of a l l ^eratans in one Äeich. In thla oaae the raoial 

doctrines of *aslea overlapped those of the older ao-oalled Great-^ervaa» 

aoveraont. Thla »eveaent alas at a general atrengtheaiag of nationalistic 

feel ings, had ita origan* during the f i r s t half of the 18th century, and had 

fought even then againat the unification of Geraany under ala»arok, labelling 

that unification a "l i t t le-Sermn solution" (kleindeutsche Jooeung). H was 

probably - i i t ier's original plan to create auoh a strong National Social ist 

taoveMcat in Austria V/ »»ans of adequate propaganda that t he power in Austria 

would just f a l l into the hands of the 3asis eventually anyway, It was of oourae 

fixpeoted fro» auch a government that i t would request that Austria be acoopted 

aa a member of the greater Censaa family, The policy of the chancellors Pol l -

fuse and Schuschaigg prevented the realisation of that plan, and ffltler taero-

fore decided in 1958 to use foros against Auatria. 

Q.-31. $sw early did the &ua a begin to plan the taking over of Cseehoslovakla t 

A.-8U ?/n does not know at what tlac ul t ler decided to annex the sain regions 

of Czechoslovakia. H ia a well-known faot that this plan was realised In two 

stepsj the f i r s t one consisted in the anneaation of the Sudetenland, which was 

approved at the Munich conference, la September 193»| the second <OM consisted 
, I HOI 

in the March on Prague and the proclamation of the protectorate over Bohemia 
i 

-41-



«.ad »^ravia ia «Saroh 1S39. P/% does not know whether the latt»r afcsp was included 

la the original .\'azi plan, or whether the favorable dovolop^aat of the conferenoe 

at i&iaioh encouraged Hitler to t&Jce I t , ahauen UM latter he true, tuen the 

decision to annex the other Csech region» wa» probably mad* during the winter 

of 1953/39. 

ü.-Sg« la their planning with regard to taking ;ver Chechoslovakia, it Is true, 
la it aot, that the Haxis constantly treated ueraaa adaorities in Chechoslovakia 
particularly ia the Sudetealand, ae part of the '̂ eraaa Volk, who ought ot be 
incorporated into the Sich, together with the aie«he*Joe4ke«8th»»oltpD*te whioh 
the/ occupied ? 

A«»02« The demand for the iaolusioa of all "era&n* who lived ia the bordering 

re$ioaa ia the eraan &eioh did of course include tne ^«rima. population ia the 

Cseoh border regions, the «o-e&lled Sudeten Gor«ana. This question was approached 

through propaganda at fir«t ia the form of a ooafliot between the minority 

leaden ia Ceohoslovakia and the government ia 'raguo. This conflict was used 

for the assertioa of certain deaaode« ffhen this situation ilau.ll/ reached the 

form of a serious crisis Hitler could declars that he had to interfere in the 

conflict* 

§ g j B | Tell what the mi l l tar / strength and power for resistance against aggresion 
of" v »echo« lovakia was, from 153? to 1930, a« compared with the a i l i t e r / stregth 
and power of resistance of Austria. 

A.-35. f/'ü i s unable to intake an adequate comparison between the relative 

adltery «treagth and abi l i ty to ree i i t attack of Czechoslovakia arul Austria, 

because he had never seen any document« on the subjeot, but i t is generally 

known that Auetria was subjeot to the diearaaaent provisions of the treaty of 

S t . «main and wa« therefore considerably weaker than Ceohoslovakia, which was 

act bound by any diserjeaaeat treaties and was rather well-araed. The military 

ab i l i ty to re s i s t wee dealt a serious blow through the treaty at -unioh. Tfith 

tliis treaty C»<>ohoslovakia l o s t not only a considerable part of i t s territory 

but also the fortif ications located in that area. Ia the opinion of military 
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exports these fortifloatlano bad groat strategio value. 
^ . - 3 4 . ftftf the Qseoh.oslovaJd.an power of resistance also strengthened by 
military all iances with "rent Britain and France io that &a in***loa of or assault 
against Qaeehoalovakia was a suoh »or« harardoua ga«e for th« Stasis than an 
invasion of or assault against Austria 1 

A.-S4« I t i s true that an invasion or an attaok oa Cseohoslovafcia was a 

po l i t i ca l ly BEieh »or« dangerous game than a similar notion against Austria» 

since th« former country had a treaty of al l iaaoe with France. Oa the other 

ha-¥i there »a* no treaty of alliaaoe between ^reat ^ritala and CiechoslovaJde. 

Britain* only obligation toward Cseohoslovakia was that of assitanoe provided 

by art ic le 16 of the League of 'iations. Incidentally Austria being a swmb«r 

of the League could hare claimed suoh assistance for i t s e l f . But the happening» 

during the Italian-Abyssiaian war and the Chinese-Japanese incident Mtdo i t 

$uite eridoat that the ^oagu© of lotions oould not be relied upon* 

g . -ac . ifhat role did Italy and Äisaoliai play, prior to 1038, in preventing 
SuX uorsusay fro» taking ever Austria or forming aa Anschluss with Austria t 
Giro us this history ia some detail please. 

A.-35. Because neither Italy nor Austria ia the time before 1838 was ia his 

f ie ld of act iv i ty , I'/M can give only the general characteristic* of the 

develop'rjjat in the attitutde of Italy and Mussolini toward the Austrian question 

before 1838. The foreign polioy of Fasoiat Italy had been governed for 20 years 

by tho encour&gaaeat of pol i t ica l relations with Austria as well a« with Hungary 

to create a balance against * reach iaflueaee in south-eastern Europe based on 

tho al l icncs of Youguslavia, •'jiasuiia, and Cseohoslovakia in the »o-called l i t t l e 

«assent«, Sals good neighbor policy toward ^uettfia we« carefully furthered by 

Italian foreign policy before and after the establishment of the Hasi regia» 

ia Germany, 2MM believed th© existence of Austria represented a l ine of defease 

in the north and did not desire i t to fa l l into the nands of a growing Germany. 
to 

The Dollfuss government, a thorn/the Uasis, mas supported by the Italian .-,.„. 
• "- ~\ 

government in ftos». 3ef re the Putsoh against Dollfuss in Vienna, the opposition 
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between Easi Geraaay and Fasoist Italy on the A-tatriaa question «as of a 

sub-surfaoe nature. The eatabliahswmt of clone friend«hip vrith Italy »ai on« of 

the poiata of the %Ä1 policy, cloarly exprosssed in Hitler's j-ain Kajapf. 

Early la 1934, a conference between &itler and L'usaolini took plaoe in 

th« oaatle of Streae. As was learned in 3orlia shortly afterward«, i t did 

not turn out very well , Dollfuss was assassinated in aa uprising th« origin 

of whioh «as to be found in Saii c i rc l e s , Mussolini displayed an almost 

threatening attitude toward Saraaay *nd sharply epposed Hitler'a plan» for 

th« Anachluaa. ü0 strongly expressed this attitude i a speoohea and in th« press. 

The conference of Stresa early in 1955 showed Mussolini in union with Sreat 

Britain and France on this question« 

Italy's att i tuide toward the Austrian question changed during the war 

with Abyssinia, *he League of %tions decreed eooaosdo aanotions against 

italy« Gereaay's noa-support of the sanation« wade i t posaibie for s&issolini 

to wage the Abyaainlnan war. % also wanted the po l i t i ca l support of the Nasi 

regln©, and i a 19SÖ he proclaimed the existenoe of a B«rlia«.Ro«e-Axl«. Italy's 

withdrawal from the League of "ations and the cooperation between ^enaaay and 

Italy displayed i a th« Spanish Civil ''-'ar created a close friendship between 

^esi %r:aaay and Fascist *taly. l&tssolinl therefore no laager resisted the 

annexation of Austria by Geraany. Afte-* the Abjrssinian war» P/w does«at 

be l le te that Italy attewptod to bolster AustIra1» sovereignty any ioager. 

Qyflfj« Oive as such as you know of the «rents leading up to aa eularinating 
in the assassination of Dollfuss especially giving any faots knees« to you whioh 
would indicate responsability of the eraiaa «esi Party for his assassination. 

A«-86» P/fa doe» act know anything about the proceedings which oiladnatod 

Dellfuas' assassination except the published news. P/% reseabor« exactly that 

Hitler put suoh eophasis on the presentation of this putsch as Austlre's private 

a f fa ir . Be mad« this dearer by recalling th« {Jerean Ambassador in Austria, 
! s* «c f * b ! L' '" 

-44- v./ K U S a U, 



X F P D c 

Dr. Kurt Rieth, immediately *fter the ambassador bad taken aeaaarea in favor of th 

Austrian Ä«raia participating in the Putaeh.Dr« &trt Hieto is one of those persona 

competent to gir« inforaatlons on the proceedings ia Auatria of that time. *• 

knew toe relations of the Sajti Tarty ia Austria to the Xast regime ia #er»Afty» 

; . - £ ? . It i s the faot, ia i t not, that the leadership of the uenaaa 3 a t i Party 
roco^aiaod that i t was strategical ly iapractioablo to attaok Chechoslovakia 
without f i r s t having «©cured control over Auatria, io aa to flank Czechoslovakia 
oa the South as well aa oa the Sorth and "eat T 

A.-37, ?/ft doea not know whether the %ai loader«hip oonaidored i t stratesioalXy 

unfavorable to attaok Chechoslovakia before having gained oontrol of Auatria, «0 

aa to be ia a poaitioa to enoirole the Caeeh territory oa the north, south and 

west. Aa stated in th« anawer to question $ SI, tr/n doea not knew whan 31tier 

decided to attaok Czechoslovakia« 

Ke therefore oannot say whether there were plana directed against Caeeho-

alov&kia at the t iao of the invasion of Austria. 

y-33« 3hat diaouasion did you hear, either ia the Foreign office» or sjsoag tbt 
iea^sra of th* »a«i *arty, prior to *aroh 1Ö5B, regardiag plans for the taking 
aver of Austria me& regarding a broader plan for the auoceaaive taking over f l n t 
of Auatrla a.yl toon of Czeohosloviakia ? Sive approxiaete tines of the disoussions 
case» of those present, and details of the discussions« 

A.»33» l/H remembers no discussions in th« Foreign Offiee or aaon^ the %i i leads 

before arch l*sSü regarding the annexation of Auatria aa «seohoslovakia. t ia trt» 

that »Tarybody in Ssjraaay expected that hit ler would aake certain plans after Ütt 

chant,«« in the coiapoaition of the oabinet and among the supreme military loader» 

ship early in 1933. It i s also true that the development of the situation in 

Austria gave riae to too idea that ^i t ler would try to turn i t to hia own ends, 

although */t never heard about those plane« 

%.-39. What doousienta did you aee l a too foreign office dealing with auch plant 
re^&rili^ Austria aad Czechoslovakia and give the substance of auch dooumeate 1 

A»-39«= 1ft never saw any documentary evidence of plana with regard to Austria 

aad Crcw?ho*lovakia ia the Foreign Office. 
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^»-90. I t i* t rue , I« i t not , tha t by the nut asm of 1917 p rac t i c a l l y a l l 
opposition to t h e ifati progra«. and been orished within ''«raiaay / 

A.-90« Th© open opposition to tu© tfasi regia» in %raujjr «M 3o;apl©t©ly 

neutral ised in the autumn oil 1957, but lar^e part* of the population isaiutaiaed 

a, secre t opposition to th© «aai reg ia« . 

3«-91» Tel l what you icnow about a i l i t a r y preparations spec i f ica l ly directed 
at" tne carrying out of the Austrian '/euturo and what was the «bat© of those 
preparation» by th© autaa of 1337 ? 

A.-9X« So de ta i l* were known to ?/t7 about a i i l i t a ry preparation» for the 

Austrian aanejcntion. Thu* he oannot describe th© s t a t e of preparation in the 

autumn of 1937. 

Q.-S2. Tell whater«r you know about a jaeeting of an inf luent ia l group of tfasi* 
wi'th ha t ie r on or about S Horoaber 1537, in wUioh th© then s i tua t ion of Surop© 
was reviewed, the *a*ix demand for '"«beasraua a t th© expense of neighboring 
countrie» was discussed, the danger tha t th© oontjuest of ^ebensraua. atlsjbt p re ­
c i p i t a t e general war was considered and discountod as a r i sk worth taking, and 
thr©© possible plan», for th© c o n g e s t of Austria and Chechoslovakia were outlined 

Q.-93» fere yeu present a t tha t uoeting ? 

Q.«»H.i I f »o, who ©1»© wa» present t 

^.-85» If you were not present a t tha t meeting, did you ever se« a report of wh* 
oooured a t the meeting 1 

£«»•$3. 3!hat wer« th© three possible plana for th« conquest of Austria anu 
CsWhoslovaki* forsulatod a t that meeting* the- choice between whloh waa to depend 
on developments in the p o l i t i c a l and mi l i ta ry s i t ua t ion in Europe ? 

^»-S7« ^hat consideration was ^Ivon a t that aeet tog t o t ho increase in th© 
population ef the ;eioh to r e s u l t t*om th® taking over of Austria and Caeoho-
slcvakia« and the consequent a b i l i t y to increase the aray of the "eich by cose 
12 division* ? 

3 . - 9 3 . What consideration wa« given to the shortening and iaiproveaent of the 
eastern front ier* of the Äeioh to r e su l t fro» the oonqueat o? Austria and Cseoho-
slovakia »ad with pa r t iou la r reference to th© fleaking of Poland along th© 
Polish-Slovaklan border ? 

A,- g t o 98, Up to now, ?/% has heard of no aoetiag of in f luen t ia l Iksis 

with ä i t l e r on or about 5 Sovoaber 1537 when foreign polioy was dlaousa«*!. 

herefor«, he oannot s i r e any answer» to questions 92 to 93« 



S ' E C K E T 
£«-S>9« Toll what you know »bout th« conference botweon " i t l o r and 9hane«.fcor 

3ehu»aai$a at •"'•«rohteajjadea o a & *'«bruary 1P88, and £ir© th« souro«* of your 

kruMlod.se, whothor wri t ten reports or documents in tho Foreign Off to» or 

« I so l i e re , or oral t t a t — n t « by any person present a t tha conforeno«. 

A«-PS, !•/;? did not £«t any information about the conference betaroen H i t l t r 

and Sehussnig i a J«rciisa«üaden of 3 *ebrmry 1938 except for t h « publioly 

announced proceedings/ P/w did not 30t to «a« e i the r reports or document« 

in th« Foreign office which wer* concerned With the«» discussion* no did 

he review oral rsport» fro» any ;>erson par t i c ipa t ing In the confer«»«« 

; . -100 . «hat we* th« posi t ion of S«yss-In'iuart in Austria a t th i s tiste t 

Ai~100. Seyss-Inquart was in th« ochusanij «ablast a« Minister of th« 

In te r io r , i f tf% rsi—•»—'• oorrectly« */n knows nothing uor« about hi« pos i t ion 

as of early 18*8. 

^»«101« T«ll what you know about ag i t a t ion within Austtra by Austria» 
-asia a t t h i s t i a e , for an Anschluss with "ermany, and t e l l what par t th« 
Has! Aar ty in "ermny playoc ia fostering such ag i ta t ion in Austria« 

A.«-10U tf/'l knows no th ins about d«tai la of th« propaganda of the Austrian 

^asis for incorporating Austria into th« Reieh «arl£ in lrJ3d. h«y w«r« 

doubtless quite ac t ive in th is respect . r/sr knows nothing about th« «ffort* 

of the or«an üaxi •'arty bo furthor such a development. 

^ . -132. Bhat did Hit ler do when üchaasnlgg, on ? Maroh 1833, annouao«4 a 
p l eb i sc i t e for th« following Sunday on th« question of Austrian i.id«pend«ne« 
or Anschluss with J ermay 1 

A«»102, r/r* doesaot doubt that Schussnigg's announcement of a plebi»«i t« i a 

Austria was hi t ler*s signal for aotioa against th« .OhuMalgg («vtoraMHrfU 

$/K followed th« Tatar develor>-**nt« but had no knowlodj« of th« j«M«jf«J 

whioh :*itlsr took on 9 -arch 1933 and on the following days, 

^.-103« How aany u l t i m t a did Mtier send Sohussaigg and what w«r« th«y t 

A.-103. v/fl do«s not know whether Hitl«r ««at ono or« ««v«ral ul t iaatua« 
"""""""""""""* '^" t" /"ft Fl 
t o Sonussnigg a t t h a t t i a « and what the eont«nt of th«s« Mt i«a tu*s wis«. 
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g«»l(H« Did dchu»»ai£i; resign upon receipt of taa second 'ultissatu» ? 

A«-104»^ It i s genrally known that at that t lae Schussais,;, had retired, although 

?/ii do»*'at know under which oirooaatanoo» the retirement took plane aad i f the 

retirement oaa be led Lack to & second ultin»tux. 

^«-105. Iho suooeeded hin. a» Chancellor of Austria 1 

A.-IPS. p/,5 believe» that 3oyas-Iaouart succeeded £ohu«*ai£g as ehaawellor» 
Ü,»l0y, Shat did ö#y»*-lmiuart do about inviting Hitler to sand V-aan troop» 
into Austria ? 

A»»107. ?/ii reoall» that the new Austrian Geveranent under 8$yg».Iaquert 

»uppesedly oalled for the help of the ernan govera*aont at that tisw to restore 

lay and order} but P/f i s not sure whether thi» aotually happened. 

^«-109. ^hen did the invasion of Austria be;>iu « 

A.-108. ?/sf believe» that the entrance of "eraon troop» iato Austria oooured 

the night of **aroh 11 to Barett 12, 153d, 

Q..-1Q9. After Austria was annexed to %r**ay» i t formed th« lowar Jaw of tho 
wolfY »o that the stain part ot Chechoslovakia, the Sudetoalaad, 3oheada* and 
i ioraia wa« ooiapletely encircled and naught ia the Jaw* of the wolf, i» tliat 
right ? 

A««»109. It i» true that after the annexation of Auitria »ost of Czechoslovakia 

that i s the Sudetenland, Bohemia and ü^ravia, were aliaost completely enoiroled. 

fl.-llO. I» i t not true that the *\«i»# simultaneously with the annexation of 
fiSrSsf*« gave assurance« to Chechoslovakia that they would not attack that 
country ? 

At-llQ« P/ll recall» that during tho Jays of the ^ernan invasion of Austritt, the 

various representative» of foreign powors ia d orl in wore given reassuring 

declaration*• P/% doe* not whether any such declarations was given« either to 

the Cgeoh ambassador ia Berlin or to th» Ceeoh -ovornoeat ia Prague through the 

"eraan ambassador in "rogue* or wtiether this declaration contained a promi»» 

that Citohoslovakia would not be attacked, bjit V/s believe» the la t ter to be 

probable* Hitler and Ribbentrop were not in B«rlin at that t i « e . Hitler had 

goat to »outhern Germany in order to enter Vienna la ter , and Hibbeatrop wa» 
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in Loudon to aaüca hi« tour of viaita taking leave a.» ü # r a a n amba»»ador. ?/f recall« 

Baron »'eurath waa ooami»aioned by Hitler to anawer foreign inquirie» about the 

9»rm*a entry into Aa*tria during hit ler'» and Sibbentrop'a abaence fro« ^erlin. 

4.-111» VJhat information <io you term» from your position in th« foreign 
office or from athsr aourdca, that lead« you to the concl talon that at th« Tory 
tin« those assararxoe« wero given to Caochoelovakia tha loading fSati» ware 
actually planning the ^-sn^iost of Sseohoelovakia 7 

A.•»Ill» p/f poaaeaae» no inforiation received aithar fwrn tha <>erma foreign 

office or any other aouroes, whioh vrould warrant tha oonoluaion that tha 

leading %2l» were already planning the oono.aaat of C»eeho»lovakia, while 

reaaauring in March 1953 of their peaceful intention». 

Q,.-.112. I be!lere that von ?>lb< eatrop aucceeded von äeurath a* Foreign Uinittar 
on or apout 5 February 1938. la that right T 

A.«-ll2_. I t ia t r i e that von "ibbeatrop waa aaaed f»en»nn foreign «inlater in 

early »»arch 1538 to aucoeed Baron von yeurath. 

1*-llT>, And you were » t i l l , at that tiise, heed of the »-eatera European Section 
of t'Ko Forei ,n off ice, were yoa not ? 

A,- l l3» PA' w»i» a t i l l director of the »"oatern European "aotion of the pol i t ioal 

department of the foreign Office at the time. 

^.-«114. Did you have any diaouaaiona with von Hbbentrop, or did you hear him 
have any diacuaaiona with anyone olae, in whioh plana for the conqueat of 
CxwchoalovRida ware diaciaaed, between the date when von ftibbentrop beoasne 
Foreign Minister and about 21 April 1938, and if ao give In full the «ubateaoe 
of aaoh diaouaaiona t 

A.-114. F / ~ did not hava any diiscueaion with Rib eatrop between hi» nomination 

aa foreign «iniater and 1 April 1?M< nor did he hear about any di»ca»*ion l a 

whioh the oonqueet of C»eoh;alovafcia waa diaoueaed. 

H.-115. Tell al l that you know about a meeting of leading Rati» on or about 
21 April 1933, a t whioh they <nade definite plana to attack Cieohoalovakia not 
later than 1 October 1933. 

A.-115«. i/ti doe» not know anything about a meeting of the leading tfaaia on or 

about 21 April 1938, Where definite plans for an attaok on Caeohoalovakla no 

later than October 1, 1938 and the leading *aai» oertalaly vieited him e» thai* 
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occasion. But p/rt doe« not know »aythiae about a oonferenoe of the nature aentioned 

Q.-116. Did you attend that aeotiag t 

A«-Ufl. No. 
i n — m i l W W W 

^.-117. Did von äiboeatrop attend that »»«tin* ? 

A»-117. i/w doe* not know anything about this. 

Q.-118. Did he tell yon what took plaoe at that meeting or did you see any 
ninutet or report of wyut took plaoe at that meeting and, if «o, ,;ive the 
eubstanoe of what he told you or of what you read in «uoh aim tea or report T 

A. -113 , So. 
• M » ie in i ii 11 

fy-110» «ho els« waa present at that aeetlng 7 

A»-119. r/A uoea not tavern anything about t h i s . 

4.-120. What discussion wa» had at that meeting or elsewhere at about the 
taste time, ateong thelcadin£ basis, *ith referenoe to creating an "incident* 
to p; used as the pretext« or suppoaed juatif ioation, for a "ai-aan attack on 
OsechoalovakiaZ 

A.-12Q. /a doe« not know anything about any diaousaions among ths leading 

^axis a» tho aeetia,; mentioned or another one which took place approximately 

the- aawe tin»» where the creation <:f an "incident" «hioh waa to sorva aa a 

pretext or just i f icat ion for a "eraan attaok on Cseohoslovakia waa discussed. 

Q.-121. What discussion by von ^ibbentrop or atatsaont by hi«« regarding such a 
proposed incident, »id you hear at any t iae ? 

A.-I21. p/# never heard any utterance of "ibbentrop abeut ths planning of an 

incident of thia kind. 

Q.-122. tlhat consideration, i f any, was ,:;iven by the leading Masia to engin­
eering the asaassiaation of the "ereau Ambassador at *r&ijie, so aa to create 
the necessary incident to be uaed a» the pretext or just i f icat ion for a Cernan 
attaok on Cseohoslovakia? 

A.-122. i/a does not know whether or what ooasideretions were sade by the 

leading «Jasi» concerning plotting of the asaasöination of the wer.«ftn ambassador 

in Prague in order thereby to create the necessary incident to justify a Genaan 

attaok on Chechoslovakia. 

< C, ' ' 
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Q«-l?% 'foat, t f anything, did you ev*r hear von »ibbentrop tay about lush & 
propoted attaatinatlon of the "ersian Ambat*ador at Prague ? 

A»»125» p/u never heard hibentrop aey anything about a planned a«aa*«ination 

of the (*ert»n Aabeasadop in *"rag'se» 

; . -134. Did you evcyhear Hitler or Soaring or von *apen or von ^eurath fay 
anytnin,;; about tuen proooted atsatsination and i f »o what *ma »aid by either 
of the» T 

\,-l:'tl*_ '/.: never heard any utterance fro;» h i t l er , Soaring, Papen, or tfeurath 

about »uch a. planned a«sa««in*tion. 

::.«12S» Did yoa hear any statement by either of the«. or by Ribbeatrop at «boat 
that time, that it about 21 April 1S33, or »hortly therefore or thereafter» 
indicating a determination on «he part of the leading Sazi« to atbaok and 
cenquer Cteohoalovakia, and i f to what wa» «aid and by who« t 

A»-yl2o» P/"' heard no expression whioh would ahow a determination te»attaok 

'and »oaquac Csoohoslolrakia from any of the above-named perso-m or fron 

Ribhentrop at that tits», that i t , around 21 April 1933. 

^.-1£S» Toll a l l that you know about military plana prepared on or after 21 
April "1&33, deaignad to oarry out an attaok on Cteoheel-.-.vakia at an opportuna 
»oaont« 

A.-126. p/% i t unable to *ive any information about any Military plant whioh 

wero drawn up oa or after 21 April 1D38 far the p urpoeot of attacking Ctecbo-

«lov&kia at an opportune aomont, because h« did not have aocett to any tuoh 

plan». 

^»-127» ^raoe the development of «ailitary plant for tuoh an attack during the 
"months cf May, *une, *\tly, Augutt and September 1933. 

\»»I27« p/s doe« not know anything about a development of any auch plant 

during the «onth« of --ay» <?uaa, «July« August j--.d 3eote«ber 1033. 

^.-128» i*raoe thetfcvelop.ient daring bho»o «oath» of foreign affair«, and 
particularly a« to relation« between Nasi ^«raiany and Cteohoalovakia, at 
hearing on the Uati «leotion of the ^opportune" time for th# projected attaek 
on Cteohoalovakia» 

A.-123» P/? reoallt that the relatione botween Jeraany and C»eoho»lovakia 

were «ottly determined by aegotiationt batweea Berlin and.London rathar than 

- s i - :•, v 



s C R E 
"between Berlin aad Prague during these «onth*. l'he most lwportant event of 

the«« developments wore th© visit of th« British Prim» Minister in 3«roht#»~ 

»».den, th« mission of Lord Rauoiaan a* * British observer In f'regue, th* 

«••ting between ^itler »ad Chamberlain ia Bad God««berg »ad finally th« 

oonferenoe in late «̂pte-afenr 1838. ?/T do©* aot know «hat particular influeno« 

tnese various events had on the choio« of the "opportune moment" for th« 

attack planned on Chechoslovakia, The developments «ade it nt «our«« quit« 

evident that hitler was determined to take ailitary »top« against Czecho­

slovakia immediately upon hi» desiads at the üoaesberg oonferenoe not being 

MFC* 

^»-189» Describe how tho S u i t , throughout th i s period, agi tated the 
quostion of th« "ermn minori t ies in C*«choslov*kla, BÄS pa r t lou la r ly In the 
Sudetoaland, a» a pretext for «a assau l t upon Chechoslovakia. 

km-129. At th i s time, as P/.T reaewbers i t # tho protagonist at Serman demands 

in Prague was not tho uerman jovarnr.ent, t u t th« -«r-i&n minority jroup in 

CseohosloviaJda i t s e l f . Their loaders , of whom. th« «o*t famous were Healein 

aad *rank, formulated a number of demand* which they presented to the Cs«oh 

government. F/% no longer reoal l s tho individual points of these demands. 

*he publicat ion and the spreading of these demands natural ly daused a «troag 

war« of exoitewent among the fW*an minor i t ies , and also i a Czechs c i ro le« , 

so t ha t the en t i re s i t ua t ion becoma Increasingly c r i t i o a l . I t 300s without saying 

that the newspapers in öemaany which were controlled by the Kfcsis o*,u« out at 

s trongly as 00 s ib le for the Kerstan a ino r i t y in CseehoaloviOrla, Hi t le r made 

the o r i s i s which thereby arose tho occasion for t e l l ins b r i t i s h Pri^e Minister 

Chamberlain in Bad uodosborg t ha t he had -osolvod to s t a r t .-ailitary operation» 

a*ain»t Ctechoslov&kta i f his do a ads wer« a->t aoce?t«4. 

$«-150. Tell a l l that you know about the us« tha t Hi t le r and other leading 
'iSaxis made of Sonrad lienlein, the so-oalled leader of ^he Sudeten 3«r*ens, 
l a th i s oonneotion. -3 
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Henlein and Frank were the n^st prominent representat ives of th« «rmaa 
H 

minority in Czechoslovakia. tt ?/$ remembers rl$;ht, they wer« anon;, th« 

representat ives of th« ^ e r ^ n minority In th« Czecheslovakian parliament, 

the F / T ' Z ij51x3ra.no« prevents him from saying what t h t speeial connections 

wer« between Conrad "ienlein and l l t l e r and what us« of h i a was rade by Hi t le r 

and other leading Kazis fur lüg the«« event». 
^«-131. Toll what you know about the «rent« immediately leading up to the 
capi tu la t ion of Chechoslovakia. a t Munich on 29 September 1935 and a l l t ha t 
you know aoout toe capi tu la t ion i t s e l f , in whioh Czechoslovakia eeeded the 
Sudeten!and to Germany. 

A.-131. ?/(\ was not to ld in d e t a i l about the oours« of the Munich oonfereno« 

of 29 ^optccabor 1358, and therefore cannot t « l l from his own knowledge what 

hap veiling« led to the capi tula t ion of Czechoslovakia a t t ha t time, Only fro» 

the course of events in general was he able to conclude tha t th i s cap i tu ia t ioa , 

which consisted in the BOSS ion of the Sudeteuland to «many, though postponing 

tho exact determination of the new borders, stew.od fron the fact that nei ther 

*re*t 'V i t a l a nor 'Vance was a t tha t time ready to give mi l i ta ry ass is tance to 

0 too hot» lovakia ia event of war. 

-j.-152, Outline the event« following immediately the Pact ->t &unieh and 
t'eaui-.,; up to and including the seizure by the Hints by th« ar»»d forces of Ger­
many, of Bohemia and .^ rav ia , i a v io la t ion of the tern» of tho Pact of mich 
i t s e l f . 

A.-13a, ihe further development of o-y*"-ts af ter she onfere.ioe at Munich whioh 

led firially to tas occupation by *er*»n troop» of Bohemia» and p r e v i a i s 

known to l/vi only i a general, not in de t a i l , t l aee th© question involving 

Czeoheslovakia aud the »matters re la t ing to her were not in his *p«hr« of 

a c t i v i t y , t f i r s t , r ight af ter the eonferenoo a t *unieh tfte posi t ion of 

Czechoslovakia was weakened fur ther , because now lo th Unagary arid Poland 

«ad« t e r r i t o r i a l deaands against Czechoslovakia. fh« issue between Bbttäary 

and Czechoslovakia was s e t t l ed by a rb i t r a t i on by th« foreign minister« of 

» I I ' 
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Seraany and *taly aee'cittjj in ' ieana i a an «ward which ooapeiied GsesuosXovmkia 

to cede a s t r i p of t e r r i t o ry to lungar / . ^a to tne ?oli»h demands, i'/a 

believes -chat tuere was an agreosent between ^rmgu« anci VSenamw which resul ted 

l a a further loss of t e r r i t o r y to tlseohoslcvakia. And th«a i t became evident 

a f te r the separation of the ^orssan minority that the r elation» between the 

Csechs and tU« ülovaka wa« the distaBbiii^ £aotor whioh would not lot 

Chechoslovakia r e s t . P/W la unable to give de ta i l s of this development» but 

he remember» tha t I t was tola problem which led iaoha, the freaideat <->f 

Cieoaoalovakia, to .-«ako a t r i p to " e r l i n whioh waa immediately followed by 

t|>0 occupation of a l l of Bohemia an» Moravia by "eman troopa # 

/•^»-lSS« Did the Mas i t thereaf ter »vjaia give. aes iranoos of peaceful intention» 
/ and of absence of intent ion to commit further a g r e s s i o n s and, if so, what 

f u 0H assurance» were &iven I 

( A.-133» pAr oau no longer resteauer whether af ter the occupation of Oohemia and 

Moravia and the proclamation by the %*i regime tha t those areas were a ^erain 

protec tora te there wore renewed assurance« of peaceful in tent and the lack 

of any intent ion to oosmit far ther act« of aggression« This l a s t statement 

would ce r ta in ly not have been made, since the Nasi regime would act have 

character ised the occupation of Austira» Bohemia and :'oravia as acta of 

aggression. 

Q»-X54. Maat disoasslons b / von Rlbi©atrop did you hear about th is time 
"inaioatiaä aa actual IJesi plan to iuvade Poland % 

A,-134. At ta i» t i * e s'/ä aever heard voa Aibbentrop «ay anything inaioat iag 

the existence of plan» to invade voland. 

^.•»lSa« Vihat discission» by . i i t i e r or Goering or hy any other of the leading 
B5Xi cid you hear about thia t i a e indicating an actual Sazi plan to invade 
Poland ? 

A»-135» p/il did aal hoar AÜ.tier, ioeria»,* or aay other leading >*asi say 

anything iadicmtinc tao existeaoe of plans t o invade PejlftatU, _ 
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C R E T 
i.-X5ö, l o l l waat yoi «mow about a *«efc*n(; or leading Saals on or »bout 
23 k*y 193S a t which the Skropeaa s i tua t ion v u reviewed and the deoiaioa W 
made to at taok rolant a t th* f i r s t su i table opportunity, regardless of th« 
r i sk tha t i r e a t " r i t a i n aud ' ranee would sowply with the i r t r ea ty obligatioas to 

Poland and f i^ht in hsr defanna. 

A»-136« p/.»" know« absolutely nothinr about Any «utotin-; of Imaing tlasia oft 

or about 23 Hay 1931) a t which the European e i tua t ion was diaoussed and th« 

resolut ion -aads to at taok Poland a t th» f l r e t favorable opportunity, regard­

less of the posi t ion taJcsa by Sreat Bri tain and i'Yaaoe. 

•t.-137» ithat in your opinion wan the rea l reason for the a t tach on Poland T 

.1,-1.37» £h« real reason for the act ion of the <lia»i ^overnn«at agianat Poland 

in to be found ?/.'/ believos, in tho »o-oalled "Dynaaio qual i ty of th« Saal 

Ajveaent" of whioh th« :&zis irar« always ©specially proud, ?he pa l i t i oa l 

• i tua t ion in tho suataar of 1Ö39 was suoh tha t the :fati {ov«roa«nt could 

«*'<« no further progress alon~ the '«ay which they followed in th« penetrat ion 

of Austria^ :>f tho Oudetenlaad, of ßahoiaia and rioraria, and f ina l ly of th« 

• te.-nol area, without ooiaaitting thamaolve» to war. They ware c lear In t h a i r 

own »inj* «boat t h i s . *f, tharofore, they had not wanted to run the r lak of 

war, they would Pros then on have had to confine th-tmselves to a defeneiv« aad 

oouasrvative pol icy . The jurip in war t reduction which they had gotta« over 

tho o'Uier powora would have had to reatiin unexploited. I t was not the in ten t ioa 

of She ,ion who wers daterminin^ German policy in 1939 to l e t t h i s happen. 

Aftar disposing of the Czoohoi?lovikia.n -}uooti->n th<?y turned thew*elvee to th« 

*emel question, aad af ter th is one too had baen solved, to the question «f 

^aatig and tho Polish corr idor . The reason Why they happened to ohooa« th««« v 

qu«*tiona ae the next point» on the i r program was probably beoaus« they ka«w 

tha t the ercs&n people would go with tho» on those quoatiooa» Th« groat *aa* 

of tho '-"oman people would ce r t a in ly not hav« been wi l l ing to h«ar anything 

of war &a tho inetruaent of solving na t ioaa l i a t lo queatior» j bat thoy did not 
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consider t.iv dualer i s Urn pil ing-up of those questions« .'©rely hoping that a l l 

would turn out peacefully, as Is, had l a the pas t . 

Q..-133« The Dansig ieuu© wae u isere pre text for the attemk on Poland, was i t 
aot'i 

4»«.l&3» f/% does not believe tha t i t i* en t i r e ly correct to character ise the 

Sansig question as a «ere pre text for the attaox o.i Poland» I t is true that 

the re».>val of th« so-cal led oorridor «tad tae incorporation of -^ozia into 

uorwany were goal» the achievement of which the ;!&zi re,;i.'at) 'Jssired to consolid­

a te ia th» -war wi th inland. Sat i t can be vary well q.ieetiouai whether th©»« 

•war« the only reasons why dor;viany mad© war on *'aland. P/V o&nnot »ay what other 

designs the 8esi rogist« «ay !j,ve had on Poland in the ovont of 5eraaqy fs being 

able to f ight a war against Poland alono. 

^«-lSS, Trace in de t a i l the diplomatic handling beesieag hazi "er^aty and 
Ödland1 imsteoiately proceeding arid loudin^; up tu th© invasion of Poland by the 

armed force© of 3orsÄsy» 

A»-I39» viplotuatie usgatiat iooe between a a s i ^»eraaay and Poland pr ior to the 

OortaAii inva»ioa of ^olftad were doaduotod exclusively by SI t i e r aad Bibbentrop» 

V/H i s therofore unable to give any detai led Information en these negotiations 

fro« hi* personal axperienoe. Py% observed during tue developseat j f the 

c r i s i s in l a t e August 1030 tha t negotiations *i th the Bri t ish Ambassador Sir 

"ov i l l e üenderson wer« auch «ore extensive than tuose vfith the Polls» government» 

*o be sure lUbbcutrop handed extensive proposal« for a peaceful settlement of 

th© oorridor crea t ion to the jr'olish ambassador in " e r l i n iir. Lips Id , but these 

proposal* wer© received a t such a l a t e m»*#at that taey oould no longer affect 

the uovelopa#nt of the s i tuat ion« P/W also had the impression that l l i t lor aad 

2ibb©atrop were more anxious a t that t i ae to pera iado ;,»roat Bri ta in not to 
i •* 

i n t e r f e re m i l i t a r i l y i n ces« of a oonfl iot between »rmaay aad A'ol*nd than to 

prevent a ^«rasa-Polish «rar. hoy aadc «uoh a confl ic t Inevitable infaot by 

the .pushing of the development l a Dansig which undoubtedly »ras» directed by 



directed by c;itler h iaac l f . 

H»-14>. l e l l what you know about the diplomatic handling leading up to t h t 
• igni'iij of th«* non-a^rrca iton Pact of 23 Ausist 1333 between aerweny and the 

•J m*K- • ; * 'V • 

A,-.140. p/v 6ubaoq.aenfcly received the following information about t h t diploaat lo 

(Jorelopswnti proceeding the a inning of the Son-Ag;,;r*a«iaa Faot between Oernaay 

and the Soviet -»nioa on 23 august 1939« i>uring dieouaaione in ^erohteagaden 

In «j«.rl/ or Middle August 1332 the idea aroee tha t an *t te»pt ahoild be aade 

to c la r i fy the po i i t ion of tho Soviet Jnion and to inquire In Xoeoow whether 

A v ia i t of Ribbontrop would be acceptable. Hit ler £av* his coneent to th i s 

proposal and the answer fro» -"oacow waa favorable. Hlbbentrop flew iaaiediately 

to huoy*t returning af ter the aan-*gi$r«*eion piot had boea eigned. This would 

prove tha t the conclusion of this pact waa not preceded by long negot ia t ions . 

but was abroad lVon ef ter a very short period of t i » e . 

^ . - 1 4 1 . Cive any information you have indicat ing that '-«hen the 5azi l eaden 
e n t e r s ! into the aon-ajsres«Ion j a c t oi: 23 August 195$ flhe/ did not intend to 
comply Witt» feh^s obligations of that paot but in fact intended to attaok the 
* ' . ; . i .R . a t »one* favorable opportunity« 

A.-141. J'ffaafJsj lp ihSoriealapntAanhitodthpofcafcewbAohtwouldDsa^ictateIbfliUknÄhsnd 

Itiaxenbeadgrabdifi hbt intsnfl--.be oBabhvaß^hoipötrrfreiTBareofotjherndneaj.jJfte.eaJron 

>*A«,of 23 August 1939, but ra ther intended to at tack the 3oviet Union a t 

an opportune moment. ?/lT ia of the opinion tha t Hit ler did not have any 

concrete plan« to attaok the» Bortet Jnion ia August 1939, but rather that auch 

plans took def in i te shape in 1940. 'Jn the other iaad i t oanaot be denied 

that -Hilar had declared in **eia aaxpf that the '"öbcnsraoat of the -"erwan 

people had to bo insured by the aon^uest of t e r r i t o ry in Seatarn Europe« 

Thia at.* waa undoubtedly laeansla tent with the leaiatonanoe of peaceful re la t ione 

with the Soviet *iaion. But P/% does not know juat how h i t l e r thought i n the «u*-

*er ef 1939 tha t theae plan« eould be r ea l i s ed . 

a«-142« »«-« any ultimatum eent or any declara t ion of war sent or any notiae 
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£iv*ri to ^enaark or *or*ay pr ior to th s i r invasion by ^«r-aaa *ri%J foroe* 
oa S April 1340. 

A«Q142« .1» far as ; ' / kaowe the memoranda of th« ^eai ^rerrwwtrt alout the 

entry of German force* lato Seamark and "orway w«ro ' i ron to the r*'3;>eotiYe 

tovernaouts in Copenhagen and Oslo on the day of the invasion end hoforo 

3 April 1 X 0 . 

Q«-143» ;7as »ay i l t imatu» §ent or *ny declarat ion of war sent or any notice 

giwea to Belgium» th\» *«!etherlaad"s or Luxembourg pr ior to t he i r invasion by 

usi-.^ia ur»\*l force* oa 10 •*&/ 1940« 

A«-145« S l a i l a r l y th« declarat ions to the };oYorinenta of **el glum, ~ollaad and 

Luxe»bour£ about th*> invasions of those countries' wore rendered on .ray 10th» 

1340, that is cm the ,day of tho invasion i t s e l f and not before that da te . 

•'j,-144« WM &ixy alti-aata-ft sent or any declarat ion of war asut or any notice 
given "to Soa^oslttvia or "Veooe prior their invasion by %rr.ar. arned forces oa 
0 April 1941 1 

A«-144. Bo ultimatum or declarat ion of war was »out to e i ther the --roaic or 

You^oslav govoroaents before the a t tack on these couotrie* on ü April 1941. 

Q.-14S. Tell what you know of evants loading up he and culminating i a th* fa i l 
a t t ack 'of the 3«S«S.R, on 82 June 1941, including ia full any di«t»u»»i%MMi you 
had with von Ribbentrop or you heard h i * have with sny of tho load in j «atis 

or witii anyone els» about thee« events . 

A.-145. The events which led to the av u k on. the Soviet uiion on 22 June 1941« 

rea l ly include th« en t i re development fro« the »«a of 1953 to th* i>«w»t of 

1&41« P/w observed that no specific event« immediately before «Ju-ie 2~ud, 1241 

preoipl tatöd the "ermaa a t t ack . the decision for thl« o >uree of motion evidently 

ripened gradually la a l t l y r ' s mind during the period of time oetween the 

•ummer of 1940 um\ tho spring of 1941, unt i l that plan was f ina l ly put l a to 

ac t ion . !•/- Is of the opinion that th* following events wore major factor* i a 

the development of tha t dooision i 

1) The oourte of the war between Hu*alam and Finland i a the .«later of , 

ft r | t» 
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1379/40 ; The ?ro;*re*s sf th i s campaign l e f t the impreoaion that ihe 

mil i tary »tr*ajrth of the 3ovi«t ^nlon had boan great ly ov«*r«*ti;wated. P/ff 

is inabl« to judge to «hat ar tant th is Dev ia t ion wa« ;iold by th« leader« 

of the '^'asi Tarty, but ?/. ' does not doubt that the pro^r««« of th« war between 

Russia and Finland mi» observed oloeely by the ::a*i loaders and that Hit ler 

greatly indareatieatad the s&litary «tron t;th of th« Soviet Union a t th« t i « * 

ho attacked ner . **/% therefore; as8u*tes that this i'alsü estimate was baled 

essen t ia l ly on the war in th« winter of lOZS/iO, This wa» a daciaive factor 

in the formation of Hi t le r '« decision to at tack the Soviet-Union. 

2) The course of the esjr.ai^n in «'«-..stern Europe in the spring of 1940 t 

P/K 'a eonvineed that the favorable dsrvelopSMmt of th i s ca^tpai^n WAS a major 

factor in strengthening Hitler*« oorrriotioa t;*»t ha sould mak:« hiaaelf th« 

axelssive naator of *urope, leaving only a Paso i s t I t a ly a posi t ion of 

predominance in the Mediterranean, ^hls cam alga and those in ^olaixd and 

Norway undoubtedly ;ar--* d i t i e r such a fnolinc of the superiori ty &;id inviao-

i b i l i t y of the *«hrs*aeht that he bsliorved i t to bo absolutely unnecessary 

to pn.y any a t ten t ion to th« wish»« of th* Soviat-'Jaion r i l a t i v e to the 

development« in Europe. Jn the contrary he considered the expression of any 

«uoh %fisU»s an earoaahaent upon his own posi t ion of power against whieh h« 

had to defend h iaeel f . 

S) The fact that the plan for an invasion of the r l t l s h is loa oeuid 

not be r ea l i sed . I» the 3 utaer of lö4Q i A i t ler beoa<ne oonviaead that he wa« 

mable to invade suee—sfully tho Bri t i sh i s l e s , that the Luftwaffe alene 

was tot enough to foroo * r t a t Bri tain to i t a icnoos, and tha t a lo.-.& war with 

Sngland was therefore to be «cpooted, Considering the 'neroaeo of ton«ion 

between " i t l a r and the Soviet "nioa» a« wi l l be shown in some of the next 

paragraph», R i t l a r probably had fear« tha t s>oaer or l a t e r Br i t i sh po l l e r 

.69- r% f r 
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would oo;*e to *a agr*'Oservfc with the -'»oviet ^nioa on concerted action against 

tfaai er«any. *hii probably £,ave hia the Ldea of preventing such a oouree of 

events by taking away fro« "rea t Br i ta in bar l a s t chance for a continental 

a t taok on "Wiaany. *hia idea was supported uy the faot that ureat Br i ta in 

would b« unable io land any ocu,aider&bie nuabar of troops on tho continent 

for a t Least two year*. E i t l e r therefore bad his en t i re /'orcas a t his 

dinpofc&l for ati-aok» In other « r t i of the cont inent . 

4) Tile a t t i t u d e of tho Soviet Onion against Samni« . iVhau Huaartia 

had to oede Bossorabia And par t of the Juooviria, to Soviet *u»»ia af ter having 

recolved aa u i t lna tua , äuigaria and 'kmgary also began to press t he i r t e r r i ­

t o r i a l eternal« against Kuniaala» This development oould not be without s l g a i -

fioanoe for the {Jerssan conduct of the war freoause !'erxany d*: ended oa the 

Kusnanitm o i l f i e l d s , snd wat great ly in teres ted in tho fate of Ruaaaia. Hit ler 

therefore docided to interv«ne in this question and with the award a.t «ienaa 

on 50 August '.'340 he divided Transsylvauia between Hungary and *am&nia« At 

the aa«« tiäie h i t l e r suarantoed the iluaaaiän f ron t i e r , thas eage-ing Q^rmmy 

p o l i t i c a l l y with a oountry which belonged to the Black Sea aroa . Jinoe the 

Soviet v a i^a had a . .ar t icular in te res t in th is region, a co l l i s i on of the 

p o l i t i o a l inter*«t« of ^enaany and the bavi^t Jn i r i waa inev i t ab le . 

5) i'.olotov's v i s i t t o 3*r l 'n , This c o l l i n i i n of in te res t s bec&ae oven 

»ore evident a t the t i a * of the v i s i t of the Soviet foreign Cossaissar --»r« 

**olotov In " e r i i a in Sieve-aber 1940. At that tl<a«> the Soviet Pinion presented 

a aujsbor of p o l i t i c a l wiahaa, nearly a l l of whieli were a-ii^omd by i ü t l e r 

e i ther evasively or int.o tho negative. **« bad evidently concluded that the 

3ovi#t ^nion hud designs in Surope which rati a->ntrary to hi» own planfif I t 

nay be assumed that % t i « r was planning oven then to aoet the demands by 

aggression. ^ f A f r ^ 
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6) The a i l i t a r j secur i ty naasure* takes by :ho So-riet Jnioa» She mi l i ta ry 

seauri ty •aon.Sire» taken by the Soviet «•«nioa prior to the outbreak of s .os t i l i t iee 

played a ta* jar par t In the developments as an el lafcd threat bo ermany. •'•t la 

•ell-known that the Besl government thua atte.-upted to jus t i fy tha a t tack on the 

Soviet -nion. i'/-7 is unable to judge pxaetly to what extent the deployment ef 

Soviet troop* along Russia's western frottt iar took place a t that t i n « , and to 

•hat extent Genean ai l l t&ry preparations before fco* outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s 

had a bearing on these developwcnta. 

I t is i,> bo added to the aber« jpreaentation of the development» p r io r to 

the at tack on the 3oviet ^nioa tha t the / represent the ?/%*• personal i«pres«ion*| 

he is in no posit ion to prove the aeauraoy of these statements in a l l detai ls» 

I t ' s to be estphaaiged that no statements by Riboentrop or other leading '%«!• 

r/n ild oonflra the accureoy of th« above descript ion of ci ovol opaents • In l a t e 

April or early Tay 194-1 fiibbentrop «ede the f i r s t rc.ia.rl: to f/n* bo th* eft'eet 

t-.'At I t l e r ai ;ot have to reeort to « l l i t a ry noamres to deal with the Soviet 

Union. The •'-or-*.'). Astbaseador la Keseew Count Sehuleaburg ,-a» called for a 

opnferenco with i&tler and ibbentrop at abo.it the seue t i n e , and i t was 

generally being asau-ied that t a ie oonferene« Had to do with the daoision whether 

or .-i »t to resor t to **s.r. But p / t ha» no inTonaation on teh* aot.ial content of 

these conferences »itb Count jchul^n" er > ?/* a lso heard Rib entrap re-nark a t 

a l a t e r date Viet ^elobov had expressed the i n t s r e s t of the Soviet Jnion i a 

free aocets to the 8e>ltio *ea i,ri-i-, hla »is i t to Berlin» Ribbentrep oited t h i s 

as an exataplo of how Lapoaaible i t was ta l i s t e n to thf Russian demands» Oat-

t ide af th is r / \ had no discissions with *ibbcntrop on thjts subject« not did he 

hear any thin.«; about an/ disoasjion* between **ib*i»ntrop and leading as is or other 

pe r sona l i t i e s . I t re**ain»s to be mentioned tha t R-ibbaatrop oomisaioned Anbassad 

via 'ol tke short ly before the outbreak of tha war with the Soviet Onion t e 
«^ mm « I msK ••:>* .-;:;s 
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conpll© a l l tho ."naboriel en the development of fche relat ion» between the 

Soviet Union &nd ^tiraukixy since 105$« aaJj*»*ai!or yon Voltke died in 1943 in 

«adrid. 

Q.-I4g. At th is tlete and since Juno 1940 I Relieve you wer» Aseitant Chief of 
Che'"Political Sao'iipn of th# foreign 3ffioe, which included a l l oo mt r i e» , And 
tha t you were also "osandter (Envoy) l e t Cl&a», 1B tha t ri&ht ? 

A.-146, I t Is t rue tha t r/% was th« »>apttty Oireoter of the Po l i t i c a l ^eotion 

of th© erssan Forei^i office and was ambassador 1st clasi» a t that tine« **e i w 

nominated to that posi t ion in J .me 1940. 

Q»-147, Toll what you know about the events and negotiations loading up to 
and1 "'i no lud lag the s i j a i n j in 3«$rlin on 27 Sflpt<5.ubar 1-40 of the cm an- I t a l i a n -
Japanese ten year mi l i ta ry eoonoaic alliance« and pa r t i cu la r ly give the d e t a i l s 
of the par t played by van Ribbontrop in the ".aHins of Ibat a l l i a n c e , 

A«-147« P/w h»d M par t in th« negotiations which led to tho signing of th« so« 

called ^ r o o *ower i'aot on 27 September 1940 and is therefore anable to give any 

detwiled information. *ho fact of tho conclusion of th i s pact ea*e as a 

surpr ise to p/.f. "•/"; hoard l a t e r thvt t h i s t r ea ty was prepared in seoret 

ae^otiatiano whioh wero conductor! Ifcr^eriaany by "»'on Ribbentrop« 

4»-143« Tell what you know about any ; 'axl effort« or negotiation« to i n c i t e 
»•apanlis a t tack the Waited ^ ta tes »nd eapeel&Uy j ive the de ta i l s of the par t 
played by von Bibbeatrop la auch efforts or negotiat ion«. 

A»-143, According to the t r ea ty of "ort in of 27 **epte*b«r 1940, "'eraaay» *taly 

and Japan woro bound to support each other with a l l thel r p o l i t i c a l , eoonosic ark 

a i l i t a r y aesms, if airy of thos-s ^owarta were attaosed by *. power which was not 

yet involved in the European conf l ic t or the Sino-Ja^anes« w&r. Aooording to 

th i s agraoiioat Japan oould only deiaad ^erwan and H a i i a a ass is tance i f i t war« 

to bo attacked by th« 'ISA. Japan »ado aa inquiry la early ^ooeraber 1941, t ha t i» 

a few days before the a t tack on Pearl ; saroor, a«» t>. whether ersjany and *ta ly 

w uld bo wi l l ing to ocxa« to an a^rocment about joint ooftduot of the war by the 

three powers, i f h o s t i l i t i e s were to break out between Japan and the Ü3A. E i t l e r 

was in the southeastern Ukraine a t the front a t that time and th is inquiry. wa* 
p» §*" ;f\, r . ;•/ .; 
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joint cond\ict of the «far by tho bhrsa powers, If hoati l i t iae ware to broak 

a it between Jspön und tba Li . . Hitler was t the front in thi souths astern 

ukrcAsx! at that tiao an. this Inquiry «as röfsrra* to hin .Irrsadiataly« Hit— 

I^r ' s anaaar vf'vieh was an unconditional rajant ?«a8 raturnof; without dalay» 

ho Italian covsraaent likable* agreed. Tba imjraiunaiit between Japan, Ooriaany, 

and Xtalv about U.--3 .'oir4, conduct oi fcha war una algnad laaediataly after 

aarl Harbor on Cacambttt" lot! , 1941 in i«rl in by RibJrsntrop antr.the Japanese 

aui Italian öcsbaaaadora. »*/. knoaa notisir£ about any special di; flanatlo 

ooraa rhWfMff raaae bo persuade Japan to fcttick the USA outside of fcl>8 da* 

valopaa nta sa i itlo nad • 
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