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¥/d s 1 Von Rintolen, Eail

fRank 1 Ambassador at ~arge

Vnit 1 Yoreign Office, Berlin

Captd 1 7 dyy 1045, Carmish-Patenkirohen.
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24 OGotober 1945
9 &t Capt. HALLR

Roport of Interrogation

Teraclity 1 Believed reliable,
Report t Answers to Questisonaire submitved Yy far Crimes Comuisnion, Oot 48,

R+le S3scure personal biogr&phy of P/ froa birsh in Stettin 10 Jamary

1357 to his capture 7 iay 1945 in Garmisch-Fatenkirchen, ineluding
all orficial gpositiom held, beginning with the appoiatment as Attache in
the Foreizn “ffice of Perlia 1 July 1821, (all as eovered in Report of
Interrogation " $3500 wy 9<2).

Ao=l. Clvilian Hotory ' |
10 Jan 1897 + Bora ia “tettin, Took his Abitur ia Berlin la 1518, ‘f
1915 - 1519 1 Fought in %orld “ar 1 - Fought en all fronts and was disoharged

in Feb 1519 as a 1t in the »peserve. !

1915 - 1521 + Studies law and political schense at the universities of |
Berlin and X4{ol, ,

1 Jul 1821 : Was appointed attache in the Foreign “filae and remsined in ‘
Berliu for 2 yesrs.

-Jun 1923 1 Was appointed “egations sesretary to the “srasn Hmbassy im Paris. |

Dao 1928 ¢ Appointod Legations souncillor at the German Legation in Wareaws

Sep 1932  : Revalled to Berlin and was appointed head of the Western Baree
pean saeotion. In his early activit J.n this dept, mcw ik
that came under this seotion woro Belgium, Holland and &
Switzerland. In 1938, Ureat ritdn and irtlaad woro also lﬂMJ
ed, :

Jun 1940  : ¥as appointed Assistant Chief of the Folitiosl 3ection of the {
Poreign Offlce which insluded all couatries. At the same time, |
ho was appointoed lat class euvey. |

lar 1943 t Tas eappointed Ambassador at large. |

Apr 43 to Jan 1944 Beoause i1l with & liver ailment, was nob setive ia !
any Foroign “ffice work, 7/ii desoribes his ailment as largely
due to working with Aibbeniropp who spparently was a very
diffioult maa to got along with,

Jan 1644 t Pudblished & wookly seoret report that was distriduted %o various !
Gavernment agenclies. The material for this report was obbained
from radio monitoring, foreign press notices and reports ooming |
into the Foreign office. At the same time, /i was a sort 68 |
ooordinator who seted as a mediator between the different
departaents sseing to {t that tHat the various dapartments of

the foreign office did not duplicate emch othsrs work. Was in |
Berlin until i

14 Arr 1944 3 at which timo he was ordered to zo %o UJarmisoh-Fetenkirchen ]

whore about 50 menbers of the Foroign Office were to be sent |
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in order that the Foreign Off'ice could continue té function
even if Berlin was taken by the Fussians. The plan never was
sarried out sinve it was started too late. Unly & very few
departaent hoads resacshed this destination,.
7 May 1945 ¢ P/l was oaptured at Carnisch-Patencirchen.
.f'f 4
Politioal History P/ is & Cathollicx wud a3 he says, tried to stay ous
- of the Party. ‘lowever, in the late 1939, he was told that unless he becaxe
' s Yarty meaber, he would not be advanced ian the Foreigg Yflice and further-
-/ mere, that he would be suspected of being & meaber of the epposition. P/
'/ ‘boosme a member of the ‘arty ia 1540, .
. Qe=2. CGive tho nature of the work you did in each of tho official positions
S A R held, the Jurisdiction you exercised 1z each, and the opportunity you
© /. bad in each toovserve and becomo faullisr with the development aund omrrying
",  out of German foreign policy from 1921 until the invasion of Yolamd on 1
“s Soptamber 1939, 7
Ae-B. P/t was an Attache in the Foreign “ffice from 1921 to 192% and was an
¢ M r—v—
, Assistant in the subdivision for the occupled areas of the Rhineland, As o
. seoretary at the “erman iubessy in ‘aris from 1922 to 1928, he likewise was
ocoupied with problems of the ocsupied Khineland, as well as minor matters
A4 ~ of the conferonse of ambasvadors. is & counsillor of eubassy at the German
Dubassy in Yarsew he took oure of sll problems of Yoraan-Folish relations.
. There ho was in an independeat position ed charge d'sffaires representing the
', German Ambassador {n his sbsence., Rauscher and Von Woltke, both of whom
have sinse died, wore the “orman Ambasssadora to Harsaw at that iwe. P/ was
A in oharge of destern “uropesu sffeirs in the political department of the
i) Forelgn Yerice form 1032 to 1040, He handled the probleas in the relations
of Yepmany %o the Festera Buropean countries, France, Belgium, Holland,
Mhmrg, Switgorlend and efter 1930 also ‘rest-Iritein and Bire. e also
%00k care of the daily routine with the “erlin imbaszies of the above-
‘mentioned oountries. In his position, ¥/i nad us suthority tor decisions,
which wers wmade Uy tha head of the departacnt (inisterialdiraktor Xoepks

later oms the Ainistertaldirektors Disokoff and von Weissaecker and after
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1838, Unterstantssekretaer Woermann). Bvendiring his motivity as deputy

head of the politioaldepartmont, from 1940 to 1543, PAT was not suppesed

%0 make final decisiens, His fdob from 1941 to 1943 was to keep up liaisen
between © oreign giz;{ner von Rinp'n fleld headquarters and the
different digii’ibx;n of the Fornigﬁ “rrice. Ho was to submit inooming dosuments
to the Foreign *inister and forward the *ialster's orders, but he had ll.
deolsive muthority. £/f's mithority as Auzbassador-for-special-tasks frem
1943 to 1845 was liamited to gathering of iaformation on foreign poliey for |
the hlgh authorities of the “eich without having any competance for deoisions.
A mamber of the Foreign Office he was adle to observe the development of
Gorman foreign poliey from 1821 to 1839, fHe becans soquainted with the faots
oa.using the %en Jerman Government to sign the lLooarno agreemest whem P/W

wes & mowber of the Yerman Embassy st ‘aris. Daring his activity in Warsaw,
P/i‘{'u xnowledge of forelzn poliocy was limited to thol“emn-l’oulh relations,
ihen P/i was the speclalist for Westorn Furopeen affairs from 1632 - 1088, -
his insight into political developments was limited to provlems which were
eithar questions of open discusdions or questions of negotiations with
Testera uropean jovernusnts. Sinae the beginning of the YMazi rezime the
decizive actlons of foreing policy such as the departure fifom the League ##
Rations, the breaking of the dlsarmamont olauses of Versailles, the osoupation
of ths Rhineland, Austria, and Cgechoslovakia, were all products of Hitler's
surprise tagtics and previously unknewn to P/‘ﬂ' as well as o the um
people.

Re=3. ihat is your religlous or churoh affiliation ?

Av=3. P/f 1s o Romn-Catholic and has brought up his children in thia faith.

Qe~be When did you become a member of the Nasi Party and under what oiroumst~
ances, that {s what influences led you to join the 14
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Aotle Pﬁ‘f did not become & momber 6f the Haxl Fearty until the early part of
1940, and only then vecsume Ministerialdirektor Kriebel, at that time the

;/hnd of the porsoansl ssstion of the Foroign Office, stated positively that
i he 4i¢ not Join he would no longer be able to count oz belnz promoted,

. in view of the regulations published in 1939 regarding the resommendation of
| offiolals, sud mot only that, but also that he would plase 7/ under suse

piedon of belng against the overument. tis thersfore thought 1t necessary
to join the Farty, siuce he could only say that in the face of the terroristio
ohraster of the ezl regine, whioh beoane more and more evideat alter the
outbreak of the war, the failure to take this step aould make the Jasis doubt
his politionl r oliallity and wreak the certain ruinm of him and his fumily
without doing the public interes’t any ;ood.

.8, Were you in asympathy with the aims wd purposes of the “msi “srty and

rlth the weans used by 1t for the accomplishmant of those aims snd purposes,
whon you joined tha farty 1?

A.~8. Weither dle P/5 agree with the goal wad idoss of the HSDAP when he

baocams o aember of the ¥ arty in 1940, nor did he sympathise with thefieans
used to reach the goals and pupones,

Re~8. If the angwer %o questlon § is the negative, give in detail the
roasons why ybu vere uot in sympathy with thoso aims, purposes and mesns.

A, P/ considered the goals sad purposes of the “azi larty described
by Adolf Hitler in "Mein “sapf" es ecoeniric, unfustified, and unobbtainable
through normal polioles, He saw in them & discrediting of the basic tasks of
government : the securing of free prosperity for its citisems and keeping the
oountry out of dangers from ahroad. Hitler's iateution to make the “erman
poople in thelir wejority narrow-minded, f{mhimen, hateful, aad hostile to
all libersl thinking, seemed nailve and without reality. His Mtﬁn and
intolermwoe wero in straight contrest to P/w's own Wi’;o g.geogyimﬂ/
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follower of the idea of a state Pased on law and order, of the principles

of fresdom of personality and imdividual remponsibilisy, B/¥ eeuld enly
deeply regret and condema the “Yestapo and terror-methods of the Nasi regime,
the persecution of the Jews and opponents of the regime. P/W never believed
that the Bazis would susceed in gonvineing the majority of Germans of their
philosophy of 1ife. On the contrary he expected an increase in the hidden
opposition against the “azi dostrines and hopadvthat thiz would soas day
result in a change of goverament. It was clear to :l:/ﬂ that the se-oalled
totalitarian syaten would suffooate Jormany's sultural 1life, Hitler's goals
in foreign policy seemed wreng to him and destined %o fail, Inis goes
especially for the intention to eoquire new regions in the east for the
Jeruan people as desaribed in "Mein Kampf", Zven before the war, P/¥ was
convinced that a further polisy of sonquest in the east would not be allowed
by the othor powers. Wb only eould detest the methods, whioh were nonetheless
used by “itler to start the war and by which Yermany became the o.gtre“or in the
eyes of the world. This mist be regarded as a serious sin against the Yorman
¢people and & frivolous play with the fate of millions, withmt regard to the
end in view, P/f's wife can testify that he oeme home one evening with the
words 1 "These eriminals | They do nct seem to know what they are doing. We
will have war", P/7 sald *his in August 19%6 when he becane oonvinsed that
the Yolish crisis was intentionally being preased by lHitler and Ribbeutrop
to stert shewar. The action of the Nagl govermment seemed inconceivadle to
?/7 and he often quoted the Latin epigram : "Quos deur wult perdere prius
demendat’, (Cod first maddens those whom he intends to destroy). P/A was
obsessed by the beginning of & new world war leading to & eatastrophe for

Germany to such a degree that he could not have any symphatity for the raginme
N ',l" 5" :‘ i’ 'li_, ]
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comitting sush & orime, not even to mention wll other Iaots. <42 conviction
always brendsed the re;iums as a Lorrible oxe.

Q=7+ How soon &fter world war I d4d ths ruling powers in Germuy forn the
Jeterminntion to abrogate and overthrow the Treaty of Verasilles and its

- restristions upon the militery ar:msent eud adtivity of seraany and to pe=

acquire the territories lost by Jermaay as the result of %orld “ar 1.
A.~7. P/W has no doudbts that at least uutil btae resignatica of Chaaoellor

Pruening in 1932 the responsible goveraments in szny alwaye latended

- 40 effect improvenont or chmnje in therp ulmtlonz of the Vorsailles ‘rosty

by pssceful rmeans in conferences with the vistor-matisns, None of these
governments congidered a one wided withdrawal Jrom the rejulations lpoa

the ‘reaty or an armed attempt to rsgain theh territories lost in 1920,
During the shansellorships of von & apom and Schleichor the situatlon in
domestic policiea' as woll as in sconomy hecane strained to such & degree
that the idea of withdrawing from the Versailles ‘reaty sad its regilations
oould not posaidbly have zrown strongsr. Pﬁ’a’ velleves that the resolution
for the one sided withdrawal from the rezulations of the Trests Jates basck
to the ahtaring, of Hitlor into tne Fovernnent., Hefore, the “arman policy
repeatedly mentioned this polnt of view only ia connection wd th the
stalemate in the “eneve disarmament confereuse, and cluized trat disaraanent
under the ‘ersailles ‘reaty was mandatory for all its signatories and that
oot Cermany alone could rexein disarmed for a lon:; time. The disaranzent of

Gorrany was supervised by the inter-sllied mili%ar; control comalasioa in

Gerzany until Jasuary 1837, If aftor this timo and bofore 1933, offences

agsinst the rules of disarmament were oumalitted and if, whith the inowledge

end approval of the Jerman Goveramsat, £/¥ doss'at know about tham,
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Qe=8, Do you recall political motivities of the ~erman offieer's corps, im
1ine with the determination referred to in question 7, prior to Hitler's
appointment as Chancallor on 30 Jamary 1633 ?

A.-8, Political smstivities in the Corman of ficer corps before {itler Deosne
chanceller, ms well as tho aims of these aoctivities, mentioned in question T
are not known to ©/7. P/f wants to emphasize that he was continuslly w
from 1923 until 3eptexber 1532, and did vot have any opportunity to get |
agqualinted with those wmtters.

Qe=0. Tell what you recall aboat the super-nationalist government in
Bavaria in 1923, under “eneral Ludeador{l and his followar, Adolf Hitler,
whioh broke with the “overnment of the feieh and contended for local W
in Bevaria using organizations marching under the swastilm symhol.

A0, Uitler's and Ludendorff's attempt to s et up & super-nadionalistis
governneat in ¥Mualch in 1023 is lnowmn to ¥/t only ve the coomantary in the
newapapers. ‘s wes in Paris st that tize, wero the “erman Eaho,ny wAS very
busy settling the Ruhr cenflict between Germany and Franoe, As g‘r as he
remeabers, H4tler first tried to compel the Bl.vu'b.n Government, ﬂpcui'ﬂuy
both the General State Comaissar von Zshr and the “and Commandant Uemeral
wvon Lossow, to Join his "Putach" to which both had at first agreed ut/","/thb
meoting in the "Buergerbrae: Xeller” on & Novesber, but then Mdh‘hﬁy
changed their mind. Yhe next day the march o the Feldherrnhalle took plage,
which was led by Hitler and Ludendorff, and ended with total failire and
the death of 12 participants, Iho awutih.bunaer iz said to have been
sarried by Julius Streicher during this warch. '

0. #hat, Lf you know, were the aims of the super-natiozmlistie govermmest
varia refforred to in question 9 ¢

A.-10, P/f does not know the goals Hitler and Ludendorff had in JYovember 1923.
de cannot imazlne that th.oy folt strong eusugh to ,nin'thi“p’mf in “m
at this time, The '.m-nn Govormnt then, was in an seute conflict with the

Central Covernment in 30:-113. It is possidble that Ritlu- and MMM: M
-?- r



they would ssaime power iu “svaria and %o use it ss e springbosrd for the
power in Germany.

o=11l, Toll &8 mch as you oan about the aotivities of Dr. Hjslmar Schacht,
n 3, in stabilizing the “ark,

A.=l1. Dr, Hlalanr Schasht's activities nunceralu; the stabllization of the

Relchsmark in 1923 arc not known to P/AT in dotail as he mms at the Umbassy
in Paris, as above men:lonsd, completely oc-upled with other queations,
P/W kiows only that Schacht, at that $iqs, was Haiobsaﬁaaﬁrun;s-Kommilsnr
(Corxaisaar for the currenoy ol She {eich) and that he Yoomisc ‘reaident of
the Heiohsbanik, Ho pleyed an important role in stalilizing the “elohsa,rk.

Qe~12, O0ive any ideas you may have as to why the wmerk was previsusly

allowed torun through the course of inflatisn until one pre-stabilisation

mark oaze to be worth only oneeone~trillionth of the valuo of ons new
Relohamark,

A.»12, In anwwer to this Juestion P/Y can only say what e still remeabers

about the oonnection between the development of the ourrency polioy snd the
development of politics in the ysars from 1921 to 1923, At the London
Conforense in March 1921, the then “erman Poreirzn “inister Simons refused
$0 acoept the so-oslled Faris Flan for the paymnent of “armn reparation
debta. Beoause this refussl, the Rhinelan cities of “uishurg, Dussseldorf
and “hrort wero weirsd ak wessures of enforce ent and the Reparation
Comnivsion in farls fixed tho Yerasn rsparstion debt at 132 bdillion
Goldnarks without piving the Yeruans a hearing. Barly in “ay 1521 the

German Jovernmeont was driven €t acocept this doclaion throuzh the so-called

“London ultimatus which thrsatensd the scoupation of thae suhr in case of

non-acoeptancs. ‘he scveptance was made by the newly formed cabinet under
Wirth, Jnder him the *Complyling Folioy® started, But in Yaosaher 1931 the

German Government had to ask the Reparation Comaission for a postpoasent

F A S o
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Qf the’p;ymantc. At tho “annes “onferance, the Yerman “inister Rathenap
waraed the Premiers of “reat “ritein and ‘ranse, Lloyd Goeroge amd
Aristide Eriand, of tho consequences of a sontinued reparstion poliey
which corpelled Germary to live on ivs oapitel, ,

“ne first threatenin; sympioms of inllatlon sppesrsd alter Rathendu's
assngsination in the swwer of 1522. In July 1922, the Hark was &t & level
of 367 iark to the Uollar, and early in August 1527 the Uollar was alresdy
at 800 varks. This dewnluation ivoreassed and, in Novenber 1922, the ¥ark
wes at a level of 9,90 Yark vo 1 Dollar. france's oscupation of the
Rubr sostor {n Junumry 1923 and the effort of thae French gnniar Poinonre
to force the payment of reparations by military power sped the fall eof
the “ar: still more, an at the gud of Jawxnry 1928, the Doliar had reashed

the number 48,000, This development was not favorabls [or a poliey of

passive resistance. At the time of Cuno's Jhazcellorship, in ¥arch 1923,

stron; effrots were meads to raise the valuo of the “ark. This only succesded
ao far tiat in the second half of <aroh the Jollar had decreased te 231000
Yarke. In April the downslide apain gained momentum as it becane slearer

thmt tho paszive resistance polisy osuld not bo naintained. In August,

the Tuno oadbingt resiszned and made place for the Ztreseasna cabinet whioh

in Zaptobar proolaimed the and of pessive resistance. Jext, Foinoare
refuaed to let this proclamation pass and adhered to the polioy in
gcoordance with which he lmd occupied the “uhr, in October 1923 he finally
agreed to a commission of finansce experts for a hew examination of the
reparation question, bedause of Amerioan and British pressure. In Decewber
1923, he was willing to enter discussions with the Uerman goverrmant over the

settlement of the Ruhr-sonfliet. Meanwhile, the Hark had reashed 1%s lowest

- ! . § oL A (Yoow
& : AR I R 3
-y e LR At . c¥ < s



¥

SECRET

value of 4,200,000,000 ¥arks for 1 Dollar, a point where the curreucy was
worth nothing. In November 1623, the stabilization of the dark oa the

basis of 1 Blllion (Trillion) peper ¥arks to 1 now ¥ark seemed oaly to

be & theorical solution but proved succesaful. Preseal visualization of the
relation between the Mark devaluation and the development of the ropurationl
problem : the low level of the Xark in sumser 1923 was closely connected
with the collapse of the passive resistance in the Rhineland end the Ruhr
srea. The stabilization was in connection with Foincare's agreeing to

bring the reparations probbim bYefore an international oocmaission of
experts. This comnission, known as the Dawes-Comnittee met in “azuary 1924
in Paris,.

Qe=18., Was not the inflation thus allowed to run ite course for the

dellberate purpose of enabling Cermany to repudiate the rsparations paymenets

called for by the Treaty of Versailles ¥

Ae~13s The assumption thet the inflation in Germany was oreated to Justify

Trouty is

a refusal of the reparetion payments according to the Yorsailles
contrary to the faot that no such refusal took place. At that time, the
question was not whether Germany was able to pay the reparations but only
how the reparations were to be nade, The Yerman Government left no doubt
that it considered Yoincare's policies wrongz, but Chancellor Cuno and still
more the later Chancellor Stresdesunn were willing to pledge production as
security for the reparation claims of the Allies. This Geraan proposal
induced the “ritish Fovermment to demand the consent of france to an examine
ation of that pledge-offer by the Allies. The exchanze of notes betweea
London wnd Paris over that questisn was the basis for the mesting of the
Dawes Committes. The r esult was the Dawes FPlan of April 1924 whioh was

ascepted as the future basis for the regulation of the reparation problem

by the powers taking part in the London conferense in August 1024,
«10w 6, - &, b i i
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Se=14, Toll what you know about the aboriive lfunich beor hall putsch of - -
mmluding n stateuent a3 do whatwre the aiazs and purposes of that’
matsoh 7

- Ae=l4, Tho informatiocn which F/% nas on the Hunich Putseh of 1928 is
sivea in qaostions 9 and 10, ‘e was in faris at that time, and thus oaly

kasns about 1% [rom the newsapapers.

Qe~153, Wam not the alm of tne wunich Putach of 1323 to overthrow the
Weimar Republia by direct action and vinlense ?

Ae=15,1t i3 P/%'s parsonal opinion that it was the parpose of the M¥inieh
Putmoh 1923 ¢5 liquidate the deimar Constitution by direst action. luden-
dorff and Hitler thought to come to power as logally as Titler was adble ¢o
in 1053. /% does not know what the consideratisns of the risters were
besaune ho was Living abroad and bdlleved the %unich events »f 1ittle
{mnorsance as did the rest of the world, The futsch in “unioh soomed %o

bs & badly propared repitition of the Znapp Putsch of Berlin in 1520 whieh
alen vus u.meucoo‘urul. Ludendarff iad his lands ia that Putsch Yoo,

le=1C. ATtop the failuro of the dunloh *utach of 1623, how d1d the Ragd
Tarty set about seeking to mequira power in Jormany -- was it not by the use
of terrorism Ly the use of which ths Rasi Farby sought to ssguire power Yy
lozal {orms 7

&:_15;_._ P/‘.' hinslef was 1ittle able to observa how the -.zl Farty tttonyhd
t» win power in Germny after the failure of the Yunieh Futsch in 1923,,
gince he was in Uarmnny only for sliors periods of time up to {all of 1981,
He knows only that they made a lot of propazanda for their cause and thereby
attracted an inoressing emount of publie mitentisn. Yo oould not say %o whad
extent tho Nasis committed acts of torroriam in soming to powsr, but ia the
vears fn question no eleoctions were held without there being violence m.
the members of the radical right and the radicsl left. /iitler laid down the

rule that one could snswer leftist terrorism with a terrorism of one's ewn,

}

" SECREN



A e

ECRET

wid necossarily ':&oug;ht it ebout thut the Lasis used t;ha‘r %erd?it
wethods everywhere thoy xet reslatance. :iitlar had very evidently learned
from the failure of 1523 that his oould not ooas into power uader legal
forma until he succeedsd in buildiug up u ‘aruvy electorate which was so
strong that the party would wve to b:;vtu‘mn into considersatisn in future
formations of the cablaet. This state \qf (ﬁ‘airu cure to pass when the
economio orisis Bepran to exert L[ts {yll é:‘foo?t fia Geruany. The proat sass
of those affected by the depressios went over o “itler, velieving in his

promises and sontributing to the growtl of a stroug lasi festion in *he

LT hatap.

»=17, Toll as mich as you now about tao orsation of the "Si" (Sturmabteilung
oarly use, following the ilunich Futsch as an iastrumant of terrorisa
by the use ol which the Nazl ruriy souzht to eoquire power by legals forms.

AJ=l7, I’/ﬁ’ cua na;y 11¢tle about the crestion of the A and its use for

terroristic purposes after the failure of the swunich rutsch in 1383, since

P/¥ lived mostly abroad ntil the end of 132, At the end of 1732 and parti-
sularly in the first mvnths of 1933 Le war able to observe in Berlin that

the 34 units wre coutinually holding asmonstrations and golunz on rarches

to impress the populece and ooanvincs thea of the irresistible power of tLhe
Nagl Party, Aad at that ssse tlue, right alter the so~called " (ashtergralfung®
of January 1938, terrvoristic methods becune evidsut, passers-hy o1 the streots
! - who did not meet the Swastila banners of thae SA anits with the Wtler sulute
- exposing thamselves to misireatent,

o=18. Who were the leading spirits in the “asi Party at this time, that is
s ‘ ately following the Hunich Futach ?

A,~18, P/ has no perasnel kuowledge as o who the prinoipul people iam the

\ ‘ dnsi cemp were after the ‘unich Yutsch. Ia accordmnce with what wes to be

b hm later, Julius Streioher, Rudolf Hess, Llfroj Rosenberg, and Llfred

N Roehn were mmong the slose follewers of Hitler &% a very early date. .
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A% the tine of the lunich lutsch Colonel Eriebel was capecially elese %o Eitler. |
ne being specially made zoneral consul in Shanglal by fitler after the

seizare of power, and severel years later becoming Kinisterialdirektor and

nead of the personnel sestion in the Foreign Office, until he died in 1944.
Qe=18, Tell what you know about how Hitler happened to btecoms Chaneellor

of the Yermen Papublic on 20 Jamiary 1933 and aboat what part, if any, Pramt
von Papen played in csusing idtler to be named Chanceller. i
A.-15. The ovents walch led to “itler's baeiag named Relchskunzler are nok
known to ©/7 in detail. ‘e knows only from what people said later that this
selection was mada on the basis of a rapprochement betwesn “itler and ven
lapen which was brought about by Ribbentrop. ?AY dogs not inow who suggested
to HNelchspraesident von Sindeabarg that Hitlsr be naned Relohskauslew, or
whether von “spen had very mich to do with §t. !lo suspoots that Papen was
{nvolved only becauso it was wellslmown that Relchsprassident von dindemburg
rolied zreatly on the fudgnant of Papen, and probalby quite a bit of influence
had had to bo exerted on lindemburg 4o persuade lim to name itler to e pest
of Relohskanzler.

R.=20. Toll what you know about the rolationship at this tise between
THtlor and Jerasnn %Wilhelm C8rin;, Pudolf fess, Alfred Rosenberg, Kartin
Bormenn, fritz Sekel, end Seldur von Sehirmeh,

Ae=20. The F/i7 bas no personal knowledse concerning the relations between
44¢1er and Zoering, Tudolf Yess, Alfred Iowenberz , Martin Zlomhn; Prite
Sauckel, and Paldur von Schlrael) at tue beginaing of 1833, F/-‘f yas a strong
opponent to the Yazl camp, so that e knew very little about what went on

in 1t. The fast that Goering was lumediately entrustod with the most importe
ant functions of the state may dllow one to conclude that he was partioularly
alose to Htler at that tine, Dudoll Tems, Saldur ven $ahindh’;;nd ’Prﬁl

Sauskel retained their important party pesitions as representatives of the
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Fushrer, Leader of tha Hitlar Youth, and UJanleiter of "'}meringan. P/ remsubers
of “auckel that in the sarly part of 1933 he nade a speech from vhich the
newspapers pioked as the leading phrase " T znow order Intoleranco of all else"!
A% first A}fred Rosenberg contimied to work as elltor of tue "Toelkischer Beoe
bachtaer®”, the official orzan of the Hezi Party, an? {1 addliion as head of

the foreign political sootiom of the Mazi Party sought to yailn influence on
foreign policy. Since .dltler soon made him " Dirsctar ol all Pullosophical
Indootrination”, he was beyond doubt specially trusted by ditler. n 1933,
Hartin “ormsnn was almost unknown. de did not assusmo importasce ugtil the
yoars of wars

Qe=8l, Tell what you know about the Relchatag fire °f 29 Fobruary 1933 and
about the subsaquent trials,

:, Awe2l, P/W wes a witness of the “elghata; fire of 23 Febriary 1033, since at

f° that time he lived quite noarby, Wut of course he knew nothing of the surrounding

’4 'f cirgumstancen. But no more then two or thres days lz}tar there was a rumor

g going around in Serlin that the lngzis had‘laid the Iire thensolvos, which

; rusor received general credencs, since tho “azis were considersd capadle of
anything. I/W for his part believed this rumor becsmuse the way in which the
state represented the affair to tha public seenod sueploious. inty impression
oculd only be stengthened when the trial of the allesed aveonist bagan in
Berlin. At that time, and also later, P/7 not one of the judzes in the trial,

; Relchegerichtarat Froelioh from Leipezig, and this man steted that the conduct

; of the trial was by no means above question. *o wo.ld debtless be able to

give important informmtion on this subject.
+~22+ What 1s your best judgement ms to tho ralatisaship af thitsRaighsbagveen

i aud the trials to the alss and purposes of Hitler and the Jasi Party, at
R the time, to aoquire political control iz Gormany ?
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4.-22, /R is convizcsd ihat the Jalohstag fire end the tubsequent
ipstitation of process against the man who allogedly set it weore for the
purpose of oreating e feeliry in the “orman people w-hic.h would help disoredit
the Cosmunisis and furnish pretext for the later step of prohibiting first
the leftist parties, then finelly all parties excapt the jazi Party, The
Boichatay firo, 4f U4 rescabers ripht, was ahbout a weok before the elections
to the elchatag; 1% was beyond doubt intended to influence them by
decryiag the Russian loftists ss Arzonists and common criminals. Insofar

o/ believes that Lhe leichstag fire was a milestone alonz the way from

thn legal naming of ditler to be ‘l.aichﬂmn:ler to the illesal poal of putting
the lagi Ferty in absolute power, The Tmzls had held politiecal contrel in
Germany sinse 30 January 1933, %hat thoy wanted to attein was the complete
renoval of all other political feotiona,

2e=23 After She Reichsteg fire do you recell that the Vasls suspended eleuses
of tae “einar Constitutlon guaranteeing personsl liberty, freedom of speech,
of the Fress of assccletions and memomblr afd do you reeall which artieles
of the constitution they wers and how they were suspended 1t

Ae=23, P/i does nct romember that certain articles of the /eimar Consitaution
wore expressly invalidatec afber the burning of the Relchatag, wut it ecould

probalby be olearly soca at that time that the “azis ware not soncerned te

kesp to the conditions of the comatitation., Since famatioism and intolerance

|

becane the official sommanduents of the Hanis, one could expeet aaything of the

except respect for ladividual freedox, or fresdon of spesch lor those who
were of different views. To £/%'s knowledge the Welxar Constitution was never
specifically set out of forcc,elther 15 whole or in part. It was simply
pencved from practical effeoct by coatradiciing laws and regulations of the
goveranuent, finally becoming obsolete. its former validity was used only

to show the legality of the seiture of power, whish sppearance of legality
Hitler probably valued for reasons of propaganda &nd the cﬂ‘nin .mua
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Qe=24, Are you faniliar with the faet that altor the Yeris tecured the
passnge by the “eichstag of the “Law for tho protectlon ol the PYeople and
the Reich®, riving Aitler and the members of his then Cablaet ,lenary
powers of legislation, they retained those oxtra-orlinary powers after
having ohenged the woubers of tha cablnet ?

F T

Fa) ¥

A.-24, B is familiar with the fact thab the “agis aade the Aaabling

4ot mich more the legal bLesis for thelr govornaent, albhouzh %ae compose
ition of the cabinst “wsd chan-ed, The Taw was relied upon for propaganddstie
purposes, and probably also to present to the old “elohspraesldont von

i ndenbarg the appoarmice nf the contimatiasn of tha old constitutional
conditions. In reality the “asis considored thommolves to be ‘asters of

Germany out of their own revolutionsry ri ht, This bellef rocclved deflinite

+ expression in that in the Jjargon of tho Tarty osne spoke alweys of the

peizure of power, and never of the assumption of constilutionsl funetions

by neabers of tha“}arhy. After the death of Reichsprassident von Hindenburg
hardly anyone saw need for Justifying any memsures as.constituttional any
nOrd.

Qe=28. Wh;t changes in the cabinet membership were nade at this time 7
AJ~26. The chauzes in the composition of the cabinet alter “Itler was
naned Reichskanzlep /7 cannot romgber in detwil any lonjer. Irporleat
vvonts‘in any oass were the quiok withdrawsl of Hupenhery {rom the cablaet
and the withdrawal of ‘upen as Vizekansler in 1634 owiny to his having been
eppointed Ambassador to &ienn&, besewuse thereby the basic character of the
cabinet, in whion depen and Hugenberyg h&& served as representatives of
those rightist groups which did not belong 4o the Farty war chenged.

%§~2$¢ Dox you récall how the lugis scaused all othor political parties than
e i Perty to be prohibited and vhen this was done ?

how26, If P/A remembers right, the “azis Yanned tho Communists without
loss of time, and shortly theresafter the 3ocial Pemccrats Party, in the

first half of 1933, In both cases the reason was probably that these
-18- W R TR R e S



partics .ad aoted very nostlle ta the ! |

‘arty. ¥/% no loagsr remembers with

certaiaty wien tne other parties were disaclved, No one who has roead Hitler's

hook Mein ianpf ezuld doubt that the fazis applied the one-party system ‘rtor

_ dhe modsl of *taliar Fascism from the vers beglinaing.
o« s 3 3

Q=27+ low nms the Fezi Party coordinated with the Jovernmaent and givem
governrental gowers and extroordinery privileges |

Ae=27. ho corrdination ol the smzl Fariy and tiis stute ms accomplithed,
Af :/7 renenbers right, by & srecial law for sesuriag t e 1nity of Party and
3tate. .o ocaa na langer recall the olrcumstances. +t i to be noted that the

Yasi Farty claimed authority over the entire ap;aratus of the state from

- teginning, sud enforoed their auithoridy o an even greater extant in the

gourse of the years. Thilza was jartloularly the case altesr the time when

.appointmeni of suy execublve ¢ivil servant wus made depsndent upon the

approval of the Parity Chancellor,

we=28+ I8 it aot ths faot that by these emoa the desi Tarty scqgiired ocomplede
anEral of the umchinery of the “erman 3tate ? ,

A.-23s It i8 inoontestable that the Jazi ‘arty succeeded by these means in
brianing the nachinery of ths Yarwan stute completely iader ita contrel, a8
the years wont by,

Qe=20s Afier tch “azls thus acquired oentrol of the wachinery of the Yerman
ptate, ie 1t ast tho fact that they thersupon wet about thc coasolidation of
their positlon »f powor within Sermany by exborminating potential intersal
renistanca {n “ermany to the ains amd purposes ol the larty 7

Ae=Zf. It ig pertinent to note that the “msl reglue sade 1ge of the positien
of power which they hed won to s4amp out every couceivabls form 30 resistanse
to the gomla and purposes o 4he Party. ‘he conoentration camps and the
oonstant auperviaion of and spyiaz on the populatisn by the Sestapo and eth‘r
Party funotionaries certaialy served this pirpose. The utier lsok of restrainy
to which the Xari Party finally came in this respeet fggpdz’zprqputon in-a ey
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redio speech of Coebiels toward the emd of the war, in which he said : "Nhosver
lete 1t De kuown ihat he does nob share vur views, arouand als neck will be

put the rope, coldly and withoat forgiveness". *he trie craracter of the “azi
reglae oould nol have shoan itself more plainly taen in thls way, tarough the
lipe of its most able wouthpiece.

oe30. What 0oatrol did the .agi Varly aoquire over the delohstag and how was
that cootrol secared 1

Ae-80. ¥/ does not kuow whether the “azi Party took special msssures %o
suparvise the 'elchstag, and how this supservision was assared. After the
dissolution of all the pther parties, the felohstag was purely s “ad affair
without any ressemblance to & real perliazont woatever, and also lost all the
respoot in which iv had been held by the population, becosing the subject of
pany Jjokes.

S.-Sl. In what weys and %o what extent did the “azl Farty ourtail the freedom
of popular electious throujhiout Gerwagy 7 -

Ae=3le After the prohibition of all parties except the -4z Party there could

&no longer be sny talk of freedom of election, Ths plebisclites prescribed Ly

Bitler which ho availed hizmself of in the rirst years of the “azi reginme, but
later did not resort te, probably for quite good roasons, and the vajorities

for him of froam 85 to 93 ¥ which theyx brought im, are generally regarded by

the Yerssn people as very questionable reflsctious of tha true foeling of the
Goraan people, beomuse there was 2o assurangs Lhat tasse 2lections involved a
secrst vote.

o=32, What did the “azls do with respect to ! epriving the several states,
provinces and munloipalities of thelr previous sewl-antonomous powers and

treansforming them ionto mere adainistrative orgaus of tae ceatral government 7
A~32. After “itler had teen asmed Reichskinzler, the so-called coordination
took place in all the Laender in “ormuuy. as woll a&s in the provincial units

and municipalities. This catelword meant that sll other autonomous governing

¢
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bodles nod to surrender the power to the “azi Farty just like the Reish
cabinet., FPor tha most part this process of coordination wae pat through by
the usc »f brute force by SA units, Thea onoe the ecordination had besn
carried through, the further execution of tho Uazi{ program wae an easy
mstter., The bndprendence oi the “euder and the other units became bare
fictinne, tha functisns of superior power boing everywhere Ln the hands of
the “agls. In tho course oi time ithe atate of affairs arcge that all
goveramental powars dsutside the city of “erlin were exsrcised mors or less
Ly tho Jauleitera, 11 national aad other positions in the Gaue aoquired

a ralationshl; of complete sulsoervience to *these Gauleaitars,

te=37. 5% &ad Then ware the oficas of the “resident and the Chancellor

united in the parasn of “itler 1

“

BN " f® !
Le=""7¢ The aorzar of tha . lcaers ol tho “alshrprassilont and the Retohs=
el At

kunzler w»as completed witi the dmath of “eiohxpracsiﬂgnh 7on Jiadenburg, who
died or T Auzust 1834, &s i/ reasaters, citler had this mer:er resolved upon
ty “he Halch oabines, “het rabified by plobissite in the middle of Aupust
10%34. 9 tharehy Lasawo the head of the “Yeruan s tate, and +thereipon had not

oaly tha aray tut all sivillen overauedt enployass take thelr osthe in his

 namA,
Ge="4.  Tall what you keow stout the panglug of civil servante hy the Nasis ¢

Ae=?4, The purze of the body of civillun employecs by tho “saxl ragime was

sovplated sradually, in s averal stages. at Jlrst thae “arty wont 4o work
caardedly, beonme (¥ did not have in 143 rauks eanugh pesple to be able to
replace all those em;loyees who scemed undssira®le or questionabla, The Party
therelare rade 2 initin) eiford Lo indoctriaate the sivil service in ?'!lﬁim1
Socialisa. fn Berlin, F/7 was compellied to take part in a whole sucasssion of

¢ L

_ such olasses of indootrimation. fhelc classes were f%{ sore g&log};tg& L
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disgust one wigh the new goverument than to lnspire onw with respest [lor it.
At thomne time thoroughegoing supervision aud spyiang asbtivity was imposed
on &ll government offices and amployees. The noxt step was the removal of all
QeVl from the ¢lvil service on the basis of the so-called Nuereaberg Laws of
1336, walch was soon followed by the romoval of all those who could not
furnish proof of pure Aryan extraction. Further oriterds f{or exclusion were
then found in membership ln the lodjss of Freemaso.s, aad in other orjanige
ations suoh as tne “otary Clubs; waployees whs belonged to these organig-
ations were regarded ms suspicious and wore removed so far as possible. From

1939 on, executive oivil servants could only be sppinted and promoted if they

~ belonged to the };rty. During the war still further regulations were promul-

gated, whioh were intended to remove those goverameut employees who had
marrled women of foreipn citirenship., Towsrd the ead of the rezime, all
exeoutive oivil servents were rezarded suspiclous who were Catholis .or in
@ny wey hud charch affiliations, ‘ne Tast Yarty sttampted to expand this
gonbtinulay powers of wopplny up Yy attempiing o lairoduce inoreasing

mambers of people from the ‘arty, es solally from the £i and the 53, 4into the
aore laportant official positions, in which it ».ccesded only to a very
lixnited extent, wt least, in all thoe classes of eaployees wilch denanded any
spelcal Yreining.

o=die low widespread was sush purrpe end how 41é 1t further contribute to
oomplete coutroi by tune Faxl ‘arty 7

.é::§§; A8 fur ws 2/5 could observe, the purze of the olvil service of those
who were uudesirsble to the “azis extendsd 4o all its bfanches. lnis purge
naturally ocontributed essentially to extendias the Pariy's suvervizlon over
all adainistrative agencies to the fullest, because no adninlstretive body

renained uwasupervised in the carrying-out of the purze, but had to allow the

Party to iustall special agents for the purposes of “furaishing it with ‘_:‘f’



PORRE_ TRt e

SECRET

infermmtion, Thas nathinz which want 1 in e&a 5°74ce 97114 remain hidden froa the

Party.

le=30. “Thut waz doar by the ®azis to restrict tha {ndependencs of the judie
y

a1i o rencder it subservient to ilazi alms ¢

A.=38. ot irst the independence 2f the Juliciary was dispaved by public attacks

on the jidges in the Tzl newspzpers. ln particular, *he orcan of the 35, ths

Sehwarge torps” several tlnes printed artizles whish could only have been

inteaded Lo latipldate tLe Jidgsa  and =ake them cater to the wishes of the Fariy.
LI

B/7 s00td nob pay chst pe.alstlions wers later aade, since ne has aat followed

those aatlars vary closel),

Ze=0Ts Ioll wWauk jyou Xaow aboabt ths ume by tuz “azi rarty of a systes of terror

azainst opponents or euspected opponente of the rerime by such means as arrest
without Jadicial process, aold.; thew in "protective cumtody™, asd putting theg

in gozcantration cemps whera thay were rerssounted, degraded, despoiled of property,
sub jectod o suflorced labor, tertured und surderod,

Ae37s az sarly as 1030 camie the apjearanse of the terroristic methods used by
A—————— hd

the imzi Carty or cowns aader suspleion of spponing 4. Inthe coirse of the years
.

one heard wzaln and a aln In Cerwny that this san or that aan had been taken by

the “esta,o and seat to a ¢oracaniration camp. The fear of ve!ng visited with sush

a fate lsy apon all of Zerran; like o heavy wélsht darlng the antire period of the

Yazi re ime. It certalaly becamse well-Yn>wn throizh the “rromn jeople that the

Gestapo Gid

)

ot adherc Yo *he laws, and nst only claimed {48 victims without the
use of Judicisl process, bubl aven roWbed them of their fresdom alter thsy had heen

soquitted by the courts. "ne of the mist well<ltnown examples of #ish oco.irenses

is the case of Dr. llemoeller, sthich excited zreet attention evea in other countries.

In generml ons “new that thore wers largze concentratisamaps in Yachau near ¥unioh
and at Jrendonbury near Zerlin. The horror of thase establishuents was helghtened
farther by the fact tlab eveh Lhoge who had Lesn relessed Crom the goncentration

oamps kept juiet sbout whay went on ia them, mos% likely out of fear at being

s fiand PLEY :
4 : 3

returned to them 1f they opened their moutns, A worlaggk‘ﬁﬁro ;;l %ﬁatg;t ib‘
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not possible to oblala a clear pleture of these things durlag bhe existence
of the lmgl regime, but rathsr cne of the asthods of the Cestapo wes to praveat
aews of these things from becoaing public, Thus, ?/W did not learn of the
horror which raged in the coucentration camps unltil the occoupation aof “ermany
’ by the Allied adrwies,

o=33. ihat cpnasotion, i you kaow, dle lermsan Goering have with the establishe
went of these conceutration camps iu 1333 ?

Ae=384 P/ does not snow what Jermann Goering Led to do with the setting-up of
oconcentration campes in 1933, st that tiwe Le was -lulsterpruesident of Prussis,
- sad as such was the highest executive authority ia Prussia. I /4 remembers
right, the Serlin Yestapo was {irst estabdblished by Goering «s a srussien state
iﬁﬂtut‘ﬂon. It im thereiore quite possible to trace the establishwent of the
‘Pirst conceatration Gmpu in Frussis back to Yoerlng.

3.’-?39. What oonaection did the "5 " and the §gstapo huve with the use of the
concantration caupes for these terrvorlatic purposca ?

Ae»30. The concentration camps set up for terroristic purposes were subordine
ated to the “eiohsi.shrer 3% leinrich Himaler at a very eearly date, which P/N
‘does not remeuber, and were from thaen oa, during the sutire sxistence of the
vblui regime, the sphere of the 55. Jonethsless, P/ docs not kaow Wow the

‘ mﬂwrhy for the oconcentration camps wes apportioned within the 53, in

portioular, tu what oxteat the UTestaps or “he Relcteelcherheitshauptamt was
solely responwible for the concsntration camps.

Q.-&b. What other organigations, ' aay, had u hand in these terroristie
“methods carried out in the ccncentration camps ?

5 RawiiOs P/H has no Information Lo the efféct that other organizations outside
of tﬁe 33 had any part ia the terrorlstio sethods whick were usod in the
ommtmtioa cazps. F/4 coes not bolieve that the “151; Comuand of the 83
nlowd any other orgenizations to have « lock at tlw Mpeénms !.n the

m-ntumn otmpss Whon €he-83 did acquirs otiser pmomn for Luness
b 224
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parzoses Lt asuzlly nade “aem asmdera of the 39, The 35 1ad nemdars and people
in its pay in ull osroanizations, positions and orofesiions,

Gewfl. hat was done by thae “apls to destroy frae trade unions 4n Gersany,
eosiiscatas thelw properties, and persesuta thelr leadsrs ?

Ae=4l, The lmel rogime dlszolvad &'l unions in Germany. P/7 has no positive
fafor-ation aLaut the ccenfiscation of union propartry, but o doos ast doudt
that sucii a conflscation took nlace, T/i doen nd% know what happened to any
particalar unlon leaders. Undoubbedly their Tate was the wats as that of all
people who were suspected of oppocibion to fha 2zl re;ime. The “erman labor
front (DAY) directed by Lobert Ley took the =lase of thess labor unions, This
organization was of course bullt ou the principles of the Hazl regimes

Ge=42, Txplain in detall the “ap! doctrine nawn as %he Fihrerpriazip or leaders
ship-priaciple ?

Ao=tZ. The so-called leadsr principls (Fiehrarprinzip) asanttihmt the will of

the tehrar «dolf <1ller was the only decimlve aithority in Yermany, and that
evary person who held any positin ~f aithority in Gormany had to consider
hinsell only as an exeoutor of tae will of the Faishrer and had to amct accordiagly.
Trua this idea msant tuat al)l responsability was to the superiors, that is to

the 'sedars of the rtasa and the iarty, this is the exast onpouite of the
demoeratic srinciple, where  the loaders of the stete nave n raapons&bility
towarda the peoples The jurpose of tho establishnent of the leader _rinsiple
{n Yermany was tho balldiugy up of D1ind obedience in all realas of pudblic life.
Ta 1941 or 1042 4ho ZPorei n minlcter vor Ribbentrop nuce set forth in a very
gxoitad tona that the leader principle meant that tne resp)nsibllity ror‘tha

. .~
decizi~as and actisns of the jovernment te the "erman people uand %o history lay

axloodvely on idoll Altler. ‘Abuentrap’'s only renponc&bility #a3 Lthat he sonducted
the éomn foreign policy striotly according to Hetler's ocom=ands and, as far

as the officials of the Jermsn foreiza service were soncerned, their responsability
A 32 e ’
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%’ wai o exeouty bils instrwotlons prompily and exactly, o othar respoasability
i, existed for these ofiiclals.

?: If striot aduereate to orders is to e coasiderad a basic crineiple of
g' military life, one san state that the absolite observense of the leader

A

’ ’ N . o~ - ¢ . N
prineirle in wll reclax ol pulbilic life in Cermsny had the complote mili-

3 ) o "
tarigation of 1ife in "crawny e ite altlwala purpose. This was actually

realizod Lo a oreat cxntent,

fe=A3. How d1C t&e “agls apply the Jaehrerprinzip to eaployer-smployee relations
Ro=43, Although ?/7 was 20t directly motive in Yoraany's e3omd1ic life, he

made the followlay *bservation la regard to tae applicatioa of the leader prinoei]
le in lador relatlions ¢ Uhs councupt chal owployer end employee were the two |
faotors wno “ad o agres on the aonditions of work was removed. Vhe sxpressions
oaployer and employee sors roplaced by Lhaz wxpressions [.ccory leader {Betrievs-
fashrer) and followers (lJefolgschaft). ‘his does noht 1.ply that the fastory
leador was the axclisive asstor 21 his entorprise, bul ratier that he too wWas =

saoording to the lesder grimsiple - the sxecitor »f will ol tue buehrer, which

meant $4rict ohagrvence o8 Lo Lrostrasbiong aad Jiseolloas e recsived foym

the corresponding sathorities of the state aad Lie “arty.
¢ Qivdd, Taat alfeoct, 1 any, did thls weatacnt ol lalor unlons and the applice
. atlon of the Mehrorpringiy to eployer-erployeze relationg wave la rrustrating
e&ny sotontinml reslstance ol Yeoasn wormera wo Uhe progres 00 v oazis 7

! Aoewdd, The dissclution of tae anjons and the Jaet that the -sir-an ~avor froant
L

was the only organligatica which workers covild jola to sale,.urd their interests

and thet the orgsal ation waé an fastitatiren of the surty aud uepocaded on

its docisions azd could therafore ssver eater iabo aay erafliet -itphne

Farty, offactively fprevestalasay omganized resistuncs o8 btie working olasses

L i e dot)

to the Sasi reginme. Thus the only possibility for resistanse was the

resistance of iadividuals or small groups. duch undertakings wore bound to fail
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hees ier f 4he teorearistlio 'withods f the rojlue,

SECRET

Le=5Ee hat sleps did the fmgis e Lo subvert eh influsace of the ghurches
2ver oab poople, pariicalarly,over the youth of Yermany, %o substitute Nasi
Welielfs, aad to persacuin priesis, clergy and nsnbars of monastio orders,
Ae=45, The ¥arl regime applicd stronj propagandistic and terroriatie methods
ts recist the luriuence o1 tha chureh on the people and in partiocular on the
Sorman youthe A% the deginnlang, ths é&zi yarty proolaiped that ‘{te program
wes Yesed on the principles o Thristianity, bat a stron; anti-clerieal
attitubde Lecane evident aven vefore 1933, and stronz lasting confliots
batwesn the Jacky and ths vatholic cummeh resuited at thai tlac. ‘noe the

Mat{oaal Joclsldst Tariy had jalued power 1% used ail the teans at its disposal

to replacc the temchinge o ‘hristlasity with 1ty own treaci’ngzs, snd farce thesd

-

particalariy on erwsa youlie The caurch Amd particalarly the clerical sstate

vere conatently subjected to tureets, insules ano ridicule; faithful Christians
wora sansidered saspicloas Luwlividusls. hlraamem‘cly tiie threat was mede in ;
Seramnr thadxy payacats Lo prissia would be s<wopped. (These payrients were ande

fo dpruany Shooa 0 the faxenllecilsg agencies of the state wonlca collested the
chuirsh Yaxes ang onld the saluries oo vhe aeabers ol tue olerical estate), :
Tho rurtr conlioted o very cnplrasuab propagumia cawpaipn ageinst the Catholie ®

&

ranbds. -

~

ehurch in Lts morality nrucecding azainst members of ths order of 3¢,
Lariny the war, pumissisn Lo priat was notv iven to sany rel:z fousz pudlications,
siuch ag church and diccesse sawspavers. in adiitioa churoh pronsrties, partisularl)
oloisters, wars seizad, aanoinozwuents in preds and ovar the radio by the ohureh
waro suppressed and meny prissvs wers reuoved to concontration campa. A gquestion
of rartlontar friction botwoen the “afl regine &nd ths shurch was of course the

questizn of tha ~heaticn of yoathe The relislous stbools were closed and Yy

steps tho tesching of religlom was suspended completsly. Ia order to remove the

4nfluence as far as possidble, formstions ef the ditler-Youth, membership in
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whioh became obligatory durlay e war, were fixed Ior Sunday moraing to

prevont the young people [ro=m polng to chareh. It ia of course s welleknown faot
that all sohollebooks puulished under the “asis wero written along the lines

of Buzi doctrines.

Ge=d48, With what belieis dld the Nazls indocirivate the youth o “ermanyg ia
sabatitaition for Christima Jdootrines, aad how did they use ror these eads the
organization known as "Iitler Jagend”, or itler Youth 7

AowiB, The fields La which the teachings of bthe “sxi ideoloyy were to
e e

replace the teacanings of Caristienity to the prealest extent included peartics

"y 3

golorless conoept of a "beliel lu Mod", wiuwnout wuy religicas oducation of

the youth belin; cvancclod wlth 1l. Listory aand :ciology were iastruasuts to
propagate the ideas ol reace among the yoatu, Lldeas acsording to wileh the

Jordio man alvae oaa be tad ereator and rea’ Uearsr of oultares It is a
woll-kaown fact that anti-vewisl aatred wes aroused by these Seachings. “hey
found thelr partic.lar expressalon amony the sitler Touath la the "slood and

8011 " (Blubv and Boden; #logan. Jerawn history wes taagabt ia w light developped
by Hazi litNerature, wulcn preserted unproved Wieories aud hypochedes awbout the
oarly ndstory of kle ancleat Jercans as [esbts aad waloeh jave L.o iapression that
the Jazl Farty was the exelusive saviour or the “ercan peoploe (a4 modern times.
The "Neichsorganizatioa fisr Cugend" (iel:hs -rganlzation t'or 7sith) the so=- d
called “itler Youbth [layed a wajor part ia the propagation of theas %éuahingl.
It was the origlaator of tha idea of "Ilood wid J0il" and of & greatly
axagiorated concept ol honor, wideh 1v tried ©o inject into tho youatn fa
order to propare Jor alusolate seli-secrlilice fvo vhe dazl-rogluac. Those ideas
waro propagated extemsively duriag the so-called nowe-evsalngd of the “{tlar-

Youth, during which lectures and syﬁcaypg. community tiﬁgin§,>t11sa and simil-

ar sobtvitios were prlccntiﬁ;“*&i'so-éiilad Adolf “itler sohools and the

A gy 8 :
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Orduasuarger of tns “axl <arty wore pleces where this ed.cation of the Yerman o
war carilcalarly fosboreds Thesse inatitudione were t» traln the coming lesders

of %hie azi Perty in sll the teschings of Hazism, !

Qe~47+ Tull what you know ebnut persecutios by the “azis of paolfist groups,
#1ch ar Jevoas's witless:is, '
A,-47. P/% tas no inforazation ebout the persecution of such pacifist groups

o

ms Jabeve's Titdessnes. /7 knows only that all such groups wore disselved and

thelr wambers consldarsd as susploious versous acd treated accordingly.

Fe=d Jhat wee the aeanin of the wazi dootrine of ~errenvolk or the
Tester Race ? :

Ao=4B8, The zz3zter race doctrine whioh the sael Party adopted originated form

b6 cencept bhat among «ll the rages of “he earth tha nnly ore capadle of
sreating culture was the lordio race. Thc only culture oconsidered as sulture

is that daeveloped by Hiropean peoples, $ince this suldure first apnpeared in
Grenoe, the anclent Urseks' orizin is deduced from Bordic snni~ranta, Similar
Jordio influences are polnited sul whersever any hizher sultirs ham apypsared.

This theory is oxpanded in A-dolf iitler's Hein Kempf with anmzine naivete nnd
has gone from thers into ull of Haszl litterature. The nonslusion 4Arawn from this
idea is that it is the misrion of the VJordio raoe te dominats +h~ vhole earth
sincs only it omn apread culbure. At the sase t4ims 4the ides i3 Drrsented that the
fer~an people are the saiu ropresentatives >f that Hordis race. 'nder sloser
exsainabion this theory proves itsell 15 bee a typleal ssendo-sncientifio product,
distilled from theoricd 2a tha nlsvory of culture, the svolution of the human
being, isnthropoloy and :Lillosepiy ol the last half of the 19th CLendtury,
Nevertheless this doctriane was used exteusively *n win the soisntifloally
unpohocked aasscs Svor Lo Lhe vesshinygs of Nagiswm,

Qe=48, Pursusat %o the “errenvolk dootrine, what steps did the Hasis take
with respest %o persecution of Jews in Sermany and att b Eﬁrcmiirnﬁgat?fﬁhgr ?
27 o L. &g o]
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ho=Al, Adolf Mitlor tried to spread leclings »f hatred agsinst Jews ever

since his firet appearance in pu¥lic life, ls Look Hein “wapl contalas w -

great nuaber of uttermnces azairat the Jews whioch ure f117ed with unrestrained
hatrod, Thus the uwproading cf hatred azalnst the Joews was one ¢l Ltae milunstays
of faglepropagande #ven Boeforo 1038, M¥aturally this had its lasclicbe consequens:
ces aftor the “agls caingd contral in Bepasny, A3 early es the rpring of 1988
large scale boyeotts asainst all vewish shoyrs ware initlated, e S4 staged
anti~sonitic rrocesulons, nickets were slaced in “ront ol all Jewish stores

and tuely wimiows wore marked, "hoever bousht In Jeaish slores aovertheless

or ocongultad Jowlsh physiciras, or tried sonlal !ntercourse w!th Jows beocane

the subjoet of denwincleb®ion ond waa obliced to tale the Jdire oo .8¢quences.

‘he so-nalled Weremhers laws of 1938 removed all Yaws froa 577lolal positioas
and half-Jews followed poon afforwards. At all jolrty of recreailon, bathe

howes, eto. sigms wars put up, forblddins adndssi-a €9 Jews. It finally cane

T

Y ;rave excenses in 1838 efter a momber of the “erren "mbassy in Uaris had been
“smurdered by & Yew, The Yazis utilized this svent to call thelr 5L units 4o so-sal
led apontansous devonstrations, Synerozice wore sal on fMre, o windows of

all Jewish stores wers destroved and othar wild axcesses took rlacas. *n order
to defame them even more tho lNazias forced the vews to wesr ldent!lying badges,
Buring the war, the porsccution of vews finally reaulted in =mes deporiatiouns,
and as iz well knowm twduy, in =ass murdsr,

Qe=00. Fhat special connection did Alfred Noseuter;, Jaliiw Streicher and
Robort Ley have with the wati program of persecution >f the “ews ?

\

As=80. alfred Nogenboery, was Hitler's psarsonal 4ruatee in charge of the
developmeat of the ¥ational sociallist coucept of Life in the arty, mwnd as
such hud partigular in luence on tas atbituds of the Party towards the Yews.

?7%’40#! got know whethor Rosenberg playsd an laportant role in the actual

exooition of messures against Jews. Julius Strolcher om: the otger hand was -
23 & f - ‘
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undoubtedly one of the worst mongers of hatred against the Jews one can
imagine. His paper "Der Stuermer” reeked with hatred against the Jews and
could fill any decent thinking resder only with disgust. Robert Ley's part in
the “ewish question was mostly the great many spoeches he mada befors the
workers of German factories in order to win them over to the Wasi Party. P/
does not know anything about any particular task he had in the connestion

with the p ersecution of Jews,

Qe=5l. #hat controls did the Nazis impose over cultural astivities, dissemin-
ation of information and expression of opinion within Germany and the movement
of intelligence from and into Germany,

A.=Bl. In ordor to control the main media of cultural astivity, namely the
propagation of information and the expression of epinion in Germany, the Nasis
created various chambers sych as the Reich chamber of Culture. the Reich

Chamber of the Theater, the Reich chamber of Litteraturs, eto. These shaabers
were dirdolly under Uoebbels" supervision, that is under the Rékch propaganda
Ministry. F/¥ believes that membership in these organizations was obligatory

for everybody astive in the corresponding fields, Whoever did not join these
chambers, thus refusing to be supervised by them, ocould no longer practioce

his profession as author or artist, The entire book market was sontrolled by
these organs, and thus the only forog,%n litkeraturs which eould be sold in
Germany was that that was permitted by the authorities, The same applied of
course to all JGerman publiocations. By the same token the appearance of foreign |
artists, scientiats, eto. in "emxv was subject to sontrol by these sutho- :
rities, Another field to which the Propaganda Hinistry gaid particular attention
was the propagation of :ormn litterature in forsign countries and the visits

of “erman artists, scientists, otc._ %o foreizn ocountries. Persons not

acdeptable Bo the Sasi raegime were unable to obtain permission to leave the

country. On the other hand the Propaganda Uinistry would promote tours of
29~ :
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persons who were expested to mske propagmada for “ermany ir general and for the

AN

Hazi rogine in partisular,.

g.-—&!i Tell what you know about the setting up of propagands machinos snd the
use of propaganda by the fagis to indootrinate the Jerman paople with lasi
dootrines.

Ae=B2. Propaganda was the chief means whioh the Uazis worked to gain power
in Qermany, and propagenda was the predominant means the "asis used to win
the JYerman people after they had gained power. The center of propagands
aotivity {n Yermany was of course the “eichs Fropagands dinistey headed by
Doctor Joseph Gosblblsy who similtaneocusly hokd the position of Hational
Soolalist Propaganda Direstor of the Zeich in the Party. The Propaganda
iinistyry had an o#omi.u organization. ‘here was & regional propaganda €fThce
{n the oapital of every Gau. Thus the arm of the Propagands Ministry reached

esverywherg. The ;;odi.s of that propaganda were the Radio, the newspapers, and
publis events, s well as the great Relohsparteitag (innual Wasi Party
Convention) in Nuermberg and many small politiocal ssseablies which resshed
oven the smallest villages, Broadeansting was ceatralized under the Reichs

und Funkgesellsohaft (Reloh Sroadomsting AssoBiaktion). All Gerasn stations
belonged to this organization, The Jorman press was controlled with egual
striotucss by the Propagands “inistry. It too served s definite purpose in the
constant propagation of the “asi dootrines smong the Yersan public. Filus
shyald also be mentioned as an offective medium of propaganda. The films too
were subject to the control of the Fropagande ¥inistry, through the Reich

Chamber of Motion Pilotures (Reichsfilakamuer).

% «=B3., What did the ¥agis do about putting thelr subsidiary and dominated
Z org tion on a military footlng with a view to their ultisate transformstion
‘/ . and use s instruments of war ? :

Ao=B3, As far as F/AY remembers, tho SA and 55 were oreated as fighting units

for the political struggle 4d Yermany. “e was abls to ohi_w_cwzp' these e;go.niuﬁon
.3& ) w‘f'-,? ‘ ‘;,5.‘ <. !



enly afﬁar 1832, after his return to Torn;ny from abroad. The military appear-
anse of the SA and 88 struock him in 1032 end even more in 1083 after Hiler took
over the power. ¥/ cannot say to what extent it was planned to use these
organigations as instruments of war. It is well-knowa that the $A, especially
Rosha and his circles, plannsd to take the place of the ‘fuiohlnhr in the early
days of the Haszi regime. One heard offhand by the leaders of the SA t-» dispose
of the Relohswehr and supplant its officers corps with the leaders of the 8A.
The CA had finished preparations for the Putsoh in 1934, when Roeshm was shot
and his oconspirators were arrosted. Aftorwards the SA loat its isgortance as &
military instrument and was only seen unarmed at deamonstrations “spontanecus
uprisings® and national festivities. The 53, and especially Hitler's body gaard
were & striotly ailitary organization and wes known as the elite of the Nasi r o=

gime.

e=B4, ¥hatsuch organizations were militarised or put on & semi-militarized
footfng ?

A.=54. Semi-military organi ations, besides the SA and 55, such as the W

Motor Corps and the M3 Aviation Corps, were both uniformed and drilled acoording
to military principles. ‘he aame goes for the “eloh Labor Service and the Hitler
Touth, The Labor “ervice with the spade instead of the rifie and the Hitler
Youth were of great importance in the pre-military educstion of the Yerman Yoush.

.55. In what ways did the Yazis use orzanigations of Cerman busi ness as
astrunents of ocaonomis preparation and mobilisation of war ?

A.~BB. P/ never had anything to do with the question of economiscal prepsration
for war, but he has mo doubt that the Hagi rejiwe has used the Cerman esonomy for
this purpose.

Q.=66. Htw did they direct Jerman's economy toward praparations and equipment
of the military machine ?

A,~88. Seme as to b, vy
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e=67. Tell what you know about direstions of finsnge, sapital investazents,
oreign trade toward preparation and equipment of tho military aachine ?

A.-87. P/¥ nover heard about directicns for the budget, for the iavestment

of funds or for the sxport of goods with a view to the preparation and develop-
went of the armasent mdu.lfry. be 13 not informed about sny measures taken for
the supply of the industry with raw material froma broad and for making foreign
sxchange available for the purchase of ruw material,

X Qe=B8s What stookpiles of goods and supplies for war were laid up and how was
i $hIs done ? '

A.,~58, P/¥ does not know anything about the extent and Rind of goods and food
stuffs stored for war purpose¢. *n the Foreiza Office, all questions of exporte
trade wers handled by the export-trade department. P/¥ never worked in this dept.

o»88., When was the large re-armanend progran {nsugurated and how was it
carried out ?

A=BD, P/W never heard when the plan for large scale rearmameut was begun
slither offiocially or unoffically,

+»80, What sonnection, if you know, did OSustav Krupp von Bohlen und falbash
ve with the iudustrial resrmameat prograa f

Ao=80. Guatav ‘rupp vort Bohlea and lslback's oconnestion with the industrial

reconstruction program is uakmown to F/¥. It 1s largely self-evident to P/
that the Xrupp plants a3 one of the largest and most productive eaterprises of
German heavy industry were given orders for the rearmament,

8ls Tell what you know sbout the establishaent of the office of the Four
%m Flan, with Zermann Goering as its Plenipotentiary.

As=81. The momination of “ermann Goering as Deputy for the Four Year Plan ia
1938, P/ believes, was made after the domand for the oreation of a supreme
office £ the decisions on esonomic measures. Unitl that time, several ministries
of the ¥eioh, ﬂu‘ Minister of Sgonocmy, the Minlster of Pinanse, the Hinlster of
Food and Agriculture, the Foreign dintster (for matters of foreizn trade) and

the Minister of War ( for matters of military economy) had besn ibordimtoly

-ﬂ-
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responsible. The cooperation whichhad formerly existsd between the ministri
and the “abinet die not Sunction anymore. Hitler had abolished all cabinet
meotings. Voting among the #inisters was disliked by the Hasis as a demooratic

progedure. According to the leadership prinsiple, one man, Hdermann Goering, s

deputy of the “uehrer was to take over the entire responsability for the

esonomy. “‘e was to have all power of decision.

»é.-az. What kind of controls did Goering have over Jerman esonomy, under
@ four lear Plan, and how did he conduct that plan in preparation for war ?

hA,o82. As far as P/% Xnows, Hermann Goering as Deputy for the Four Year Plan
had complete control over the Yermadpconomy. In view of the fact that re-

armanent was in full swing, it is certain that this cconomie measure played a

role in the preparation for war. F/ does not know in detall how Hermann Goering
used this dslegated power in the economis preparation for war,

=35, Teoll what you know about the upeoinmm of Walter Funk about 28 August ‘
, as "Plenipotentiary for Economios™ and about what he did in that office
in preparation for offeusive war against Foland,

Ae=63. P/ no longer remembers anythiag ooncerning the nomination of Walter
Punk as plenipotentiary for economios questions, which took place on 28 August
1039, P/4 oannot say what the consequences of this nomination were and what

its conneotion with the attack against oland was,

3.-54. That do you kaow about the appointment, about 30 August 1939, of the
nisterial Council for the Defonse of the eich to act as the War Cadinet;
and who were the members of that far Cabinet ?

Ay=84. On the eve of the outdresk of war, Hitler oreated the Minsterial
Soaneil for the Defense of "ermany out of the desire to oreate an institution
ander the chairmanship of “ermann Goering which had the suthority to carry

out the necsessary economic messures inside of ém. while Aitler took care
of the military operation in the field. Yhe Ministerial Counoil for the

Deftnse of “ermany had the primary purpose of teak ing some of the duties of

Goverament form Hitler's shoulders. As far as P/¥ could see, the sounsll -
~33- IR MR VIR L O Y



handled his task S.mam;:}otoly and imonpotenﬂy,r first bmue‘m‘clor reserved
the fioal desislon to himsell in all important questions, and second, heosuse
the Bg of the Tushrer graduslly bacans the central office for decisions on all
questions. Later on in "the course of the war the Hinisterial Council for the
Defeuse of Yermsny had little power because of these circusstances. ¥/¥ can no
longer remsmber all the individual wembors of this ¥inisterisl Council for the
Defense of 'oruany. Besides Chaimaan Qoering, Rudolf “ess, Minister of

Esonomy Walter FPunk and Ugnaral Xeitel the Chief of the Armed Forces High
Comeand were nembers. |

Qo~85. Coing beok now to the middle of the year 1933, when tiae Yazis hl.d
soguired swcrmntal and eoonomic control over ermany, and were in a position
to enter in%o further and nore detailed ;lanning with refereuse to foreign polisy.
I believe you st that time held the poaition in the Foreign 2ffice of head of

the Wostern Buropean seation, is that right ? : ,

Ave85, In 1953, P/ was in charge of the wastern Suropean section whish inoluded
Pranoe, Jelzlum, Holland, “uxesbourg snd Switgsrland. This section was part

of seotion 1I of the Foreign Office, whioch inocluded the countries of western,
southern, and south-eastern Europe. The head of this section was the Xinis-

terialdirektor Corhard Koepke, who withdrew in 1638 besause of his non-Arysn

-ancestry. “4s deputy was the Reportorisl Counselor of the Legstion von Friedberg,

who was of Yewish ancestry and coamitted sulcide in 1934. In 1938, Sectioms II,
I!."I‘v' of the Foreign Office were consolidated into a single Political Section.
P/X kept the western Buropesn section, to which Jreat Britain shd Bire were

added,

o=86, In that position you were intimately familiar, were you not, with devel~
opun%'l in foreign pdlicy of the “azls as they affeated “estern Europe ?

A.-86. Pty position at that time did'nt make him familiar with the foreign
polisy of the Nazis s fur as Western Europe wes ocnseraed. The sharaster of the

leading men of Sestion II of the Foreign Offfce, meuntioned in the praceding

acswer will easily make it olear that t!:: dgxis 4id not wagt to let sush men
-



q Ennw about their foreizn pdlicy. There wers ns chonges in this regard later on,
so that P/ did not now all the Fasi plan conceraing Testern Burope until they
had been realiszed.

«=87, Tell all you know about ths ¥asl plan to re~cocupy and fortify the

insland, in violation of the Ireadty of orasinu and other subseguent treaties,
and how that plan was carrdhd out ?

4«87, Hitler's plan %0 reccoipy the demilitari,ed zone of the Rhinsland and
to fortify it wes not known ¢o PAT Dafore 1t was offioially anancunced. As far
a2 £/ remenmbers, the Usrzan troops rmrched saddenly into the demilitarized gone,
Bixlor amounoed this faot to tho wovled briéfly and attepted to Jusbify this
nove helfore the foreign rovermments concerned,
48, Tell what you know adout seoret re-armsment of omuy by the Nestia,
en 1933 and darch 1938, ibmluding sooret treining 5f military personnel,
produotiom of munitions of yar, and tuilding of an air foree, contrary to the
provisions of the ‘reaty of ersailles and other subsequent tresties.
 Re=68. P/¥ ¥mows of no seoret Gerpan rearmavant under the J¥asi regise between
1933 wnd March 1235, por were any faots adbout seoret training of troops amd
about produotion of war materials known to him.
.-69. Tell what you know, from your position in the Foreign Office, as to the
8 leading Germany to leave the [nteraatiomal Disarmmment Ganronmo ad to
withdraw, from the Leazus of MHations 1
Ao~88, P/% did not learn beforehand of the “eraan withdrawl from the Geneva
Disarm=ent Conferende sad the Leegue of ‘ations, although he was a menber of
- the Foreizn Office. He still remesbers that he learned this fact {rom & news- 4
paper which he bought in Jerlin at the Sollondorf-Plats and that this news astoundel
him, |
i

-70. That disoushions, if any, d4id you have about these steps with the FPereign
and who wes your foreizn “infister at that time ?

|

Ao~70, P/7 did not have any disoussions with the Poreign “inister concerning Jere
man withdrmvel fron the “eagio of ‘iatilons and the JGoneva Diserxsment Couforsnoe. ‘
The erman Forelgn “¢nister at that time was Consdantin };ci@.&rrf won Feurwthe
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Questions regerding the League of Bations as well as dimrmsment were not within

:?'«-
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the soope of P/W's subeseotion for western kurope. A apooisl subdivision of the
Foreign Yffice conoerned itself with these proviems. P/W believes that Reportoris
Counselor of Legation Frohwein was in charge of it.

Qe=Tl, Tho gave the instructions for the withdrawsl from the disarmament Confer-
ence and {rom the Lesague of Hations ¥

Ao=Tl. Adolf Hitler and the then Forelzn ¥inister von Heurath are the only

ounes who could have given the direstion for “"crmny'u withdrawal fpsa the
Disarmament Confersnoe in the Lesgue of “ations. /' does not know any detatls
sbout this directive.

Qe=T8. Are you familiar with the announcement the Jazis made to the world on

71 Hay 1935 that they would respect the territorial limitations of the Versailles

Treaty and would comply with Yermany'e oblizations under the Locaruo Fagt 1

AT2. F/% no longer remembers exastly the Naxis' amnouncement %o the world

on 2} “ty 1635 that they would resrect the territorial dboundaries of the Versaill
"truty and Germany's obligations under the Looarno Fact. He believes, however,
that this was anncunsed in one of Uitler's speeches which was dosigned to soothe
the world regarding the snnounced rearmsment measures of “arch 1938,

%2_7% That discussions did you have with the Foreizn “inister or others in the
oreign Office, or what papers or commjgioations did you see, or what facts do

you have knowledge of, which lead you to believe that that announcewment was fal-

sely made to deceive othor nations and %o allay their fears of aggressive intente
ions of “ermany ?

AeeTSo P/4 never talked with the Uprelgn “inister about the deolaration of 21 iiw
1635, and ha' does not remember with whom he disoussed it in the Foreign Office.
At any rate, he has not seon doocuments or reports or boen informed about facts
whioh could lead ¥o the conolusion that the announcesent of 21 “ay 1035 was

given to misload other nmations, He does not doubt that it was designed to dispel
fears about the agpressive inteantioas of Yermany. This, of course, iz the case
only if it oocouroed as mentioned in the answer of 7uestion # 72,

-u-
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Qe-74, After the Nazls re-ocoupiled and fortified tne Rhineland en 7 iarch 1936,
sontrary to the provisions of the Treaty of ersailles and the Rhine Past of Loge
arno of 16 Cotober 1828, they anncunced Yo the world that "we have no territorial
densnds %o make ln Surope”. ¥hat information do you have as to high policy
planning of the laxis at that time whioch may lead you to beliove that that
announcesent was falsoly made to deceive other oan nations and to allay
their fomrs as to the agpressive intentious of the Yasis and of Nagi Germany ?
Av=74. ?/7 knows nothing about the high politioal strategy of the Hasis of
Karch 1938 whioh ocould lead to the conclusion that Hitler's declaration * We
have no other Serritorialdsmands ian Europe" was made to mislead other European
mations or %o dispel their fears about the aggressive intentions of the Hasis

from the later behavior of H{tler, P/W concludes that he 414 not

i
-

and fazi Germany.
ast in good faith when making she declaration., Ze also belleves that Burope was
at that tine donsidered that Titlor's dedlarations were sedatives, and that no
groat politioal reliability occald be assigned them.

2.=T8. 1t i3 not the faot that at that very time the dootrine of “ebensraum was
® findmmental Nazi doctrine of the Nazi Farty and a oardinal dootrine of German
foreign policy.

A,~76, The dostrine oalling for "Lebensraum" always played an importent role
m the political imagination of the Hazis. The discussion in Jitler's book

Hoin Rampf clearly pletured this. This dook is the busic representation of the
Hazi philosohpy of 1ifo and served az the gulde for the propazanda of the Party.
Hitlarts dlscussion of the Lebansraum doodrians in ®ein Tmpf clearly shows the
danizns on additional territory in the east. The pudlic propaganda of the Haxt
Farty obriously could express this demand only with great oare. It eould not de
publieized as the goal for German foreign polisy. It was pushed into the baok-
ground by the emphasis on the ideologlcal oontrast to the Soviet Uniom and by the
unrestrained denminoiation of that country as an enemy of the world, Mitler's
intention of realising the claims for Lebeénsraum through conguest became apparent

after the war aghtnst Russia broke out. Reading his Mein Kampf 1t h‘bmnd all

doubt that such & conquest was the Hasi goal from the very first days of their
-31-
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existance.
%&r”‘ Just what was meant hy the lagl doatrine of Lo?mpm and what was the
orical connestion between the dostrine and older Yan~Yerman expensionist
dootrines, such s the Drang nash Osten, and the later Hausholer doctrine of
Geopolitics ? Explain this fully.
As=T0s The Lotnearsum doctrine tried to explain the necessity of giving o large
nation with & population such ws Gerseny's +the spece it deedad lor satisfactory
living conditions and for the existemoo of its people. The dootrine also polnted
out that other nations hed space enough within their boundarles or in thelyr
oolonios. With rezard to that, the “ebensraum dostrine was an expression of the
well-known difference betwen the "iave's” and the “iave WSt'sf whick has often
bsen dolAt with in politicel propaganda. Aations like Russia, Americe, Sagland,
France, China and even “elgium aud Holland have sufficient Lebensraus according
to the dootrine, whereas Jeruany, Jepsu sad ‘taly have not. The politisal
gonoeption of the deditarrancan ares as belonzlny to the Italiams, large parts
of Contbral, Yorth and Zastern Wurope as belonzing to the Yeraans, and large
parts of East Asis as belonging to the Yapanese arose during the war. The
dootrino was vary similay to the idem of antarchy that every great power can
take overything 1% needs for its people from its area of sovereignty. The
association of idess which makes such an sutarchy a politicsl clalm s based
upon the consideration that a large country is unable to become self-suffisieut
1f 1t depends on other sountries in the lmport of agy vital rew-materials,
sgrioultural or industrial productz. The study of the necessities which thuws
have to be %aken into ‘omsidersation by every large power, as well as the
valutation of the individual ooyntries as powsr-factors, is known as the solence
of "Geopolitics”. Such ideas wore held by the Swodish zeographer Rudolf Zjellen,
who pul;li.ahqd several books aboul those ;roblems during wnd after World Tar 1.
He also iusluded such factors as aacess to the high seas and existemoe of natural

borders in the scope of his evaluation system £or individual sountriese. Frofessor
-58" ;
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%arl Enushofer took up mnd further developed Ceopolisies in ¥ emn.rq

fﬂv'm-cu!
= 4
i 43,2

I}

The Lebenaraum doctrine as well ns the scisuce of Seopolitics are of tecend

date and sre not to be compared with the former Yarman sxpansion pollioies known

under the slogen 1 "Ixpension to ths Camt”, 7/ bellsves that this slogan

charactorited the foreiyn policy of ILmperor Wilhelm IJ, and resulted in the
wolllmown plan for the Nezdad railresd 1ine, The plan of the PerlineBagzdad line

was of the seme importange under the then Stantssalretasr von Xiderlen-

¥aeohter, as tho plan of the Zarlin-Rome-Tekyo trismnzle under Hitler. The
result of Zerrany's pre-TorldeVar-Il pcliby was the al 1ianoe of v"wmmy Austria-
fngary, Bulzaria end Turkey during Sorld "'ar . 3ince Hitler planned the

Gerrmn demand for more twibory chiefly 1:9 tha east and even réfossed this %o

the whole world 1./-1 his book Hetn Eawpe i m\n only natural for the old slagan

of the "Drang nth Ngten” to Se ravived in th\.l@ new sensa.
Jo=77. Tas nae/ another uarﬁiul dontrine ar hii foreign polisy the dostrine
of the ~sutashss Volk, that all persons of Yer:ah blood, whersver looated,

should be Joired together i.h one racial uommny under ths oontrol of Sasi

A.=77, asi propaganda widely publicized the demand that a11 Jermns in the
neizhboring &awntries of the Nlelch should be returned or insorporated %o the
Holohe At tm bezlmaing of the lagl regime this propaganda lad %o malve demcxatrw
ations and -pi)ochu of the Party ormoles in tho border regioms of Sermany.
P/7 renembers \that the French Inbasay complained omes about such & demonstratien
in Alsace. Thc\ Swise legation likewise occmplained about reasrks by Farty
spoaxers in Uadyn, who statsd that the ~ervan inhabited part of Switserlasd
should be inoorgiznted into Yeraaqy. At that time the Toreign Offlce tried to
stop this propag;f&)da. which subsequeatly diminished, btut the dresm of having
all Germans vrithi'n the Reioh lived on and was oonstantly nursed by the Nasi
Party. Bafore the outbreak of the war Hitler gave the ides of "me Reich" o

larger scope b/r inaluding the Cseahs &n the Union, wh!.p;; already meant &

1 \ ~39- . _\" ) . j‘—:



reslisation in part of the Lebonsraun dootrine. Duringz the war, Ger-any's name
was officinlly shanged to Yreater “ermany. Hitler visualized and tried to
establish the Greater “ermanic Zeich, which was to inolude such naticns as

the Danss and Dutoh and thus was to go beyond the scope of “reater Veraany ige-
self, The ff"oi.cmtuohrcr 55 opened a special office for Yreater Germanic matters,
which ugé'to spread this ideoclogy.

=784 /rh:.t doctrine was epitomised, was it not, in the lazi slogan “"Zin Reich,
ein Vo)Yk, oin Fuehrer"?

AT ./ It was pertinent that the propagaada of the ¥asi Party ased a slogan
'm Reish, ein Volk, ein Puehrer" (ome nation, one people, one leader) which
hﬁd the goal of consolédating all Germans in one country under the leudership
{;*’»’"'oc Wtler.
/ ‘ «=T8. I8 it not true that the dectrine was not limited to the theory of ein
/ () or the demand for s unified Uerman rece, but also inoluded the conoept of the

/' Herrenvolk, whereby it was sontended that the racial Germans were & master race,
entitled by their blood and qualities to dominate other supposedly inferior races ?
A.=78, It is true that next to the desire for tho unification of all Germans
in one Reich, the councept of the master race played a major part amony National
Soolalist political concepts and the propaganda of the Xasi party. The idea that
the Yerman people has a specinl qualification for demiuation is derived from the
wallpknown Nasi doetrine mocording teo which only Hordde men can orcate culture.
This dootrine i3 laid down with particular thoroughness in ditler's book Hein
Kampf, At the sane time 1t was always assumed that tho “erman people are the
min representatives of that rece. Simiilltanscusly with this inteantionally
propaganddzed high valuation of the Yerman people the peoples who did not
belong to the Nardic rece were cousidered inferiors. This was done to partiocular
axtremes of defamation in the case of the pcop‘lu of eastern Burope whe lived
in saywas considered part of the Jeraan Ledbensraum and who were thus subjest to
German domination, who were stigmatized as inferior peoples whoso mission it was

st ‘,
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%o be goveraed by the lbrdic man., There are slear connections between these coneept
and the phlloaophy of ¥riedrich Nietzsche of the second half of the 19th century.
dys tomchlngs about the "suporman” and his contempt for the "siave souls of the
mach tbo many” furnished adequatse slogans for the racial doctrinea of Nasiswm.
Q.~50., It is true, i% 4t not, that within the Fasi oonoept of "racial Jermmns®
They considered tho Austitans us of the same Volk as the Cormans and hence
formulated as osne of “holr basic aima the incorporation of Austria into the
Reioch ?

Ae=30. 1%t is absolubely true that one of the main demands of iazi poliey was
the inclusion of the Austrians in the “erman “eich as part of the polioy which
deasaded the uaifioation of all Ueruans ln one Reich. In this case the racial
doctrines of Magism overlapped those of the older so-called Great-Ueramn
movemont, This movement alms at a general strengthening of nationalistioe
feolinzs, had its orizkns during the first half of the 19th 6¢ntury, and had
fought even then against the unification of Germany under Bismarck, labelling
that unification a "little-German solution” (kloindou'uoho i,ouung). L5 was
probably ditler's original plan %o oreate such a strong Aational Socialist
movenent in Austria by means of adequate propageanda that t he power in Austria
would Just fall into the hands of the lasis eventually anyway., It was of sourse
expected from sush a government that it would request that Austria be ascepted

es o menber of the greater Jorman family. The polliecy of the ohansellors Doll-
fuss and Scmuschnigg prevented the realisation of that plan, and Hitler there-
fore decided in 1038 to use force against Austria.

e=81. ow early 4i4 the fazl s begin %o plan the taking over of Crechoslovakia ?
A.-81. P/i does not know at what time iltler decided o annex the main regions
of Czechoslovakin, *t is a wall-known fact that this plan was realiszed in two
storss the first one consisted in the annematlion of the 3udetenland, which was
approved at the Hunich conference, in September 1938; the second one consisted

W,
i

in the larch on Prague and the proolamation of the protectorate over Bom ,

Lt
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snd Ngruvie in saroh 1939. ¥/W does not know whether the latter stsp was iuoluded
in the origioal RNazi plan, or whether the favorable dsvelopient of the conference
at iunich encouraged Hitler to take 1%, Shoudu the lutter be trus, then the
deoision Yo annex tho othar Czech regious was probably mads during tie winter
of 1533/30.
.n&u. In their plenaing with regard to t&cluu wwer Lrechoslovakie, it is %rue,
aot, that the lNaszls constantly treated U ‘erusn minorities in Czechoslovakis
p;rtioulnrly in the éudatanland, a3 part of the Usraan Yolk, who oughi o% be
incorporated intd the Leich, together with the ﬁtb&kll&oﬂtktlathatndtpni-a which
they oscupied ?
Ae=32, The demand for the inclusion of all “ermans wio lived in the Lordering
reglons in theo “erman Relch did of course include tne "ersan population in the
Cseob border regions, the so-called budeten Gormans. This Juestion waz approached
through propagenda at first in the form of & conflict belween the minarity
loaders in Cechoslovakia and tho governmeat in ¥ragis. Thls conflict was used
for the assertion of certain desands. fhen this situation finally remched the
form of a sorious erisis [ltler ouuld declars tihmt he had to interfere in the
souflict.
=33, Toll what the military strength and powser for resistauce azaimst aggresion
sochosloveakia was, Irom 15837 to 1938, w3 compared with the military stregth
and power of resistance of Austria.
Aevd3s E/% s anable to meke an adoquate compariason between the rolative
viltary stresgth and abllity to resist attmck of Czechoslovexia and Austria,
becauss he had never seon sny docuwsnts on thae subjeot, but it s senarslly
mowy that Austria was nubjoat‘to the disarmament provisicas of the treaty of
8t. i"m"wnu.*l.n and waz therefore oousiderably weaker than Cechoslovakis, whioh wes
not bound by any disersament tresties and was rother wellearmed. The military
ability to resist was dealt a sericus bLlow Through the treaty at <unioch, With
this treaty Csechoslovakia lost not only & consideradle part of its Serritory
but also the fortifications losated in that ares. In the cpinfon of nmw;« f
dlw
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experts these fortilicatisns had great strategio value,

'3i:%3‘ tias the Czao@oslgvakian power of resistance also strangthenad by
mllltary alllances with Yreat Sritain and France so 4hat an invasion of or assault
azalngt Czechoalovakia was a mich more hazardous gaze for the Hazds than an
invasion of or assault against Aastria 7

Ae=B4s It 18 true that an invasion or an atiaok on “zeohoslovakia was a
politically much more dangerous game than a alznilar action against Austria,
since the former ocountry had a treaty of allisnce with France. On the other

hand there mas no treaty of alllance beiween rest Critain and Crechoslovakin.
Britaine only obligation-toward Csechoslowakia was th;t of assitance provided

by article 1€ of the Lesgue of Hations. Incidentally Ausiria being a mexder

of the League could have ¢cleimsd such asélatance for itself, Put the happenings
during tho Italian-Alyssinian war and the Chinese~Japanese incident mmde 1%
quite evident that the Leajue of FHations ocould not be relied upon.

4e=3Ge @nat role did Italy and «ussolinl play, prior to 1038, in proventing
Yarl ormany from taking over Austria or forming an Aasahluss with Austria 1
Give us this ldstory Iia some detall ;lease.

Ae=35. Zecmase neither ltaly nor sustria in the time before 1933 waa in his
£i0ld of notlivity, I'/7 can give only the general sharsoteristios of the
developmant in tha atiitutde of Italy and dussolini toward the Austrian question
belsre 1838, Tho foreign policy of Pascist Italy had been governed for 20 years
by tho encouragsaent of politiesl relations with Austria as well as with Rungary
to ocreate a balance againsi irench iafluence in souih-eastern Europe based on

& e

the alliance of Youguslavia, -umauis, and Czacioeslovakia in the so-called 1little

eatense, his good nelghbor policy toward AustRta was oarefally furthered by
Itallisn forelga policy Lwefore and alter the establishment of the Hﬁti rogime

in Germany. 2ome bolieved the existence of Austria represented a line of defense
in the aorih and did a0t desire it Lo fall into the aands >f a growing Germany.

to
The Collfuss Joveramomt, a thorn/the liazia, was supported by tie Itallian

agen

goverazent ln Romm. 3ef:re the Futsch azainst Dollfuss in Vienna, the n@pctiaion
L
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between Nazi Cermany and Facclst Italy on the dustrian guestion wes of &
sub-surface nature. The establisliment of close frisndship with Itely was one of
the points of ths ¥zl polloy, clearly expreesed in Mitler's Mein Xampf,
Early in 1934, a conferonce between :itler and Mussolini took place in

the cestls of 3tresa. &8 wus learned in Borlia shortly afterwards, it 4id
not turn out very well, Dollfuss was assassivated in au uprising the origin

of which wes to be found in Sagl ciroles, fusaclinl displayed an almost
threatening attitude toward Gormany and sharply opposed Hitler's plans for
the Anschluss, Ho stronzly oxpressed this attitude in speoshes and in the press.
The sonference of Stresa early in 1935 showed Mumsolini in uaiouz with Orest
Britain and Frange oa this quastion. |

Italy's attitukde toward the Austrian question schanged during the war

with Abyssinia. The League of Hations deereed economic sanctisns against

ltaly. Germaay's non-support of the sanctions made it possitle Yor iussolint
to wege the AWyssininan war. “e alsc wanted the political support of the Faxd
regime, and in 1938 he prooclaimed the existence of a Berlin-Roms-Axis. {taly's
withdrewal from the League of ¥atlons sud the cooperation betwean :on:m\y and
Italy displeyed in the Spanish Civil “ar oreated & aloss friendship hetwsen
Bogi “ormany and Fasoist "'taly. #ssolinl therefore no longer resisted the
snnexation of Austria Yy Germuny. Aftevx ithe Abyssinian war, P/w does'nt
believe that Italy attempted to bolater Austirats sovereiznty any donger.

=86, Oive a5 much as you know of the eventa leading up to an culwirvating

n the asenssination of Dollfuss espegially giving any facts known to you whioh
would: indicate reaponsability of the erasn si Party for his sssassination.
A.-88. P/W doow not know anything mbout the procesdings which e¥luinaved
Dellfuis’ esssssination except the published mows. P/W remoubers exactly vhat

Aitler ﬁut mioh emphasis on the presentation of this putsoh as Austira's private

affair, Se made this olearer by recalliag the Gerssn igbassader in Austits,
i . o ; }
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Ure Kurt Rieth, lmacdiately after tho ambassador bad taken measures in fauvor of th
Austrisn “szls pertleipating in the Putssh.Dr, Xurt Rieth is one of those persocas
competent to zlve informations on the preceedinzs in Austria of that time, He
vnew the relations of the ezl Farty in Austria to the Jasi regime in Germany.
te=STe It is the fack, 1s 1t not, that the leadership of the Yerman Sazi Party
rocognized that 1% was strategioally impracticable 4o attack Czeshoslovakia
without {irst having secured control over Austria, 30 as to flank Chechoslovakia
on the South as well as on the Horth and "est 7
Le=37, P/7 does not Xuow waether the ¥azi leadership considered 1% strategioally
unfavarable to attack Cpeciroslovakia before having geined contral of Austria, so
a3 to be in a positlon %o encircle the Usech territory on the north, south and
wost, As steted in the anawer to question § 81, 7/ does not knew whoa Hitler
decided to attack Czechoszlovakia,
s thereflore gannot say whother there wers pluns dirscted azainst Cgechow

slovakia at ths timo of the invasion of Austria.

%e=33¢ ithat diaounion did you hear, oither in the Foroign “ffice, or among the

eadars of the Yasl Yarty, prior to “arch 1938, regarding plans for tha teking
over of Austria spd regarding a brosder plan for the suocessive taking over first
of Austria asd thea of Czechosloviakia 7 Give approximate times of the disoussions
nazmes of those present, and details of the discussions.
he=334 /ft remenbers no discussions in the Foreizn Office or among the lazi leads
before arch 1935 regardin; the annexation of Austris sn “zeshoslovakia. ‘% 1s tru
that ererybody in ger:.mny expectod that litler would mmike sertain plans after the
shanges in the composition of the oabinet and among the supreme military lesdere
ship carly in 1933, It is also true that the development of the situation in
anxtria gave riso 5o tho idea that 414) or would try to turn it %o his own ends,
although P/¥ never heard about those plans.

Q.~88., What documents did you seo in the Joreign Office dealing with such plans
regariing Austris and Czechoslovakia and give tiw substance of sugh doouments 1

he=3%.. P/ never sew any docanenbary evidence of plans with regard to Austria

end ¢ zmboslonkia in the Foreign Office.
«43=



.-90. It is true, is it nol, that by the sutuan of 1087 precticdlly all
opposition to the ezl program and been orished within Yermany

he=00s The open opposition to tue ¥azi regime in “ersany was sompletely
neutraliged ln the aatumn of 1937, but large parts of the populsation malutalned
g secret opposition to the Fazi reglme.

fle Toll what you xnow about allitary preparations spociflicelly dlirsgted
e carrying out of the austrian Venture and what was tho stats of those
preparations by the autmu of 1937 ?

he=9le Yo details were known %o P/i7 about military preparations lor the
Austrian annexation. Thus he ocannot describe the state of preparatlon iz the

autunn of 1937,

Qe=82. Tell whatever you know sbout & meeting of an influontisl Zroap of Hazle
WITh Hitler on or ebout § Noveuber 19837, in which the then situatisa of Iurope
was roviewed, the “aslx desmend for -ebensrsum et the expense ol neljhbering
countries was discussed, the danger that the songuest of “ebensraum night pre~
cipitate general war was considered and disoounted as & risk worth teking, and
three possible plans, for the congiest of Austria and Crochoslovakia were sutlined

Qe=83. Wore you present at that uneebting ?
Qe=P4d, If so, who olse wes present ?

Se=P€., If you werc not prosent at that wsetiag, did you ever see & report of wha
oosured at the neeting 7

é.wﬁé. That were the thres possible plans for the conquest of Adstria and
seonoslovakia formilated at that meeting, the cholce betwesn whioh was to depend
on developments ia tho political and military situation in Durope 7

3e=87. That considgration was ;iven at thet wmaeting %o the Llacrease ig the
popuietion of the “elch to res alt from the takiag over of Austria and Czecho-
slovaixia, and the conmequext ability to inorease the army of the “eich Ly com
12 divisicns 7

=88, What omidont&nn was given to the -hortsnmg and mrwoaent of the
sastern froatiers of the “eloh to result froe the conguent of Austrla and Czecho-
slovakia and with particular referense to the flaaking of “Poland along the
Polish«Slovakian Yorder 7

A~ 92 %o 88. Up o now, ¥/ has heard of no meeting of influential Mazis

with Ftler on or about & Novesber 1537 when foreizn polioy was dlscussad.

ztheren‘m'o. he cannot give any answors ‘o questions 62 to 98,
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2e=8s Tell what you k1;§'« about the oonf&eﬁco bétweon Htlor and Yhanselber
Schusani;; at ‘erohteszaden on 3 February 1938, and give the sources of your
knoiledge, whether written roports or dosumemts in the Poreign Nffice or
elaowiere, or oral stelesonts by any person present at ths conflerence.
he=084 2/% 1i¢ not zet any information ahont the aonference betveen Hitler
and 3onusaniy in Ygronses;aden of 3 february 10%8 except Zor the pudliely
»annauncod proceedinssd P/¥ did not zot to see aithor reports or doouments
in the Foreizn “Pfioe which were concernsd with these dlscuasions no 41d
Yic roviow oral reports from any -erson participating in the conforeme.
%e=100. what wax the position of Seyss-Inquart i Austria at this time ?
A%L100.,  Seyss-Inguart was in the Sahusanig cadinet as ‘inister of the
Interlor, if F/A remeabers correctly. #/% lkmows nothlin: wore aboit his pesition
as of early 1£38,
2s=101, Tell what you kmow about agitatisn within Austtia by Auetrien
Tagis at this tine, for an Anschluss with “ermany, and tell what part the
¥agl ‘arty in “ersmny played ia fostering such asitation in Austriam.

A.-101., #/7 knows nothing about details of %he propacanda of the Austrian
Fazis for incorporating Austris into the Reieh early im 1033, ‘hay were
doibtless quite active in this respect. P/ knows nothing absut the efforts

w -
£ 4he orman szl ‘ardy 5o further such a development.

o

he=10Z, UWhet 4id Hitler do when Jchussnigg, on ? ¥aroh 1933, anniunsed a
piebfac e for the fdllowing Sunday on the question of Austrian iudepeadense
or ianschluss with “oramny ?

Aewliil, F/% doesuot doubt that 3chussnizg's ammounaement of a plobiseite in
Aagtria wms Ltler's signnl for action azainst the 3chussalygy soverament,
£/5 followed tha later developasnts but had 1o nowledge of the aeasures
whlah Zitler %ook on 9 “arch 1933 and on the [ollowinzr davs,

3.-103, EHow aagy ultimata did Utler send Schuasnigg and what were they 1

Ae=103, P/ does not lmow whethor Jitler seat one orc'icvcral ultinatume
to Schussnigg at that time and what the content of tliuo &1%‘;‘““ m.
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Qe=104, D4id dchussniy; realgn upon receipt of tae second ultizatum 7

Ae=104s It 18 gearally krown that at that tiue Schusenlyg; nad retlired, Klthough
P/W does'nt snow under which olreaustances the rotlirenent %ook plaop and 1f the
retirewent cun be led tack to & sesond ultinabum,

9e=100, "Tho suoceoeded Ll as Chancellor of susatria ¢

Ae=100e P/d bolleves that Seyss-luquart sucoouded Schuagﬁigg as chaxgellor.

%.-108. ¥hat did Seyss~Inquert do about iaviting iitler to send Terzen troops
uto Austria ? : ‘ : ,

4,-107. P/il reoalls that the new austrian Jovesaacat under Soyss-Injuart

-

supposedly called for the help ol the LOrnen fovernammt at tist tino to restorse
law and order; but P/& is not sure whether this act.ially uapnened.

Qe=108. 'Then did the invasion of Austria begia 7

Ao=108, P/ believes taab the eatrance ol “eraan troops into Austria cocured
the night of “wreh 1l %o ~arsh 12, 1538,

Qe=109, After dustria was annexed to Yoraany, it formad ths lower Jaw of the
wolf, #o that the aain part of Czeclioslovakls, tho Judetonland, Nohemiax and
Hors+la wus oompletely encircloed and cauzht ia Uic Jaws of the wolf, s that
right ?

Ae=l02, It is true thyt alfter the anaexatlion of Austris most of Czechoslovekis

that is tho Sudetenland, Dohemia sud 4 ravia, were almost coapletely ensiroled.

%.-110. Is 1t sot truo tihat the “azis, slaultangously with the annexation of
: &, pave sssurances Lo Czechoslovakia that they would not attack that

country 1

 Ae=110, F/fii recalls that during the days >f the —ornan invesisn of Austris, the

verious representatives of foreiizn powers in ®arlin wore siven reassuring
deslarations. E/w does not whother aay such Jeclarations was ivenx either to
the Cgech embassmdor in Berlin or to the Czech joveramsat ia Frajua through the
Garman ambassador in irlguo, ar whether this declaration contalned a promise
that Oseshoslovakia would not be sttacked, buh F/¥ Yelieves the latter to be

prodable. Hitler and Ribbentrop were not in Berlin at that time. Hitler had
gone to southern Jermany in order to enter Vienza later, sud Ribbeutrop was
-48~ SR
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in Loadon to mie his tour of visits taking leave as German ambassador. P/W recalls

Baron ‘igurath was commissioned by Hitler to answer foreign inquiries about the
Sarman ontry into Austria during litler's and Ribbentrop's abserce from Beritn.
3o-111. Vhat iuformation do you have, from your position in the foreign
oflice or from sther sourdes, thnt leads you o %he coaclusion that at the very
tine Liese assurances wers givea to Csochoslovakia the leading lisxis were
8o%aally plannin~ the 2-nq103% o2 8zechoslovakia ?

A.-111, P/% possessos 15 inforaation received either fpom the Jerman foreiga
office »r any other soirces, which vwould warrant the conolusion that the
leadinz lazis wers already plaanip; the conguest of Csechoalovakis, while

reaszuring in March 1933 of thelr peaccful intentioma,

3.~112, I believe that von Pibieatrop succeeded von Heurath as Foreign Hinister
on or atout 5 February 1938. Is that right 1

Ae=l12, Ik 1s true that von “itdentrop was nased German foreign minister in
sarly darch 1538 to succead Baron von Jeurath,

=113, And you were still, at thet tiwe, head of the estern Suropean Section
of the rorei .n “Pfiloe, wers you. not ? '

he=118, P/% was still diroctor of the Yestern Huropesan “ectinn of the politieal
devartrmeat of the Foreizn 0ffice at the time.

He~114, Did you have anyy disoussions with von hMbbentrop, or did you hear him )
aave any dliscussions witax anysne else, in which plans for the conguest of
Czechoalovakia were discunsed, between the date when von Ribbantrop beoane
Forelpn Ainister end about 21 April 19233, and if s0 give im full the substance
of sach discuseions ?

A.=114. F/7 44d not have amy discussion with Rib eatrop between his nomination
as forelgn minister and 1 April 1738, nor did he hear sbout any discussion in
which the conquest of Cgech:slovakia was discussed.

Fe=116, Tell all that you know about s meetin; of leading Kazis on or about

ZT 4pril 1938, at which ther made definite plans to attack Csechoslovakia not
later than 1 Jotober 1833,

A.=11B, 1/ does not know anybhing about s meeting of the leading Zagis on or

about 21 April 1538, where definite plans for an attack on Csecheslovakia no

1ater than October 1, 1938 and the leading Uasis sertainly visited him on thﬁt
Al L . 4
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oocaslon. Bit P/ does not know aaything about a conterence of the nature mestioned
Qe~116. Did you attend that meoting ?

Ae=110, Ho.

§e=117., Did von ibventrop attend that meetiny ?

Ae=117, P/W does uot know anythlng sbout this,

Qe~l18, Did he tell you what took place at that meeting or did you see any
tes or report of waabt took plece at that meeting and, if so, give the
substance of what he zold you or of wiat you read in sach mimtes or report ?

Ae=llde Hoe

Qe~ll9e #ho olae was preseut at that ameeting 7

Ao=llPe F/i does wot know enything sbout this.

Ge=120, Wnay discussion wes had at that meeting or clsowhere at atoub the
sang ¢, tuong theleadin; Sasis, *ith reference to creating an "incident”
to bs used s the pretext, or supposed justification, for a “erman atiack on
Cgechosloyakial

Ae=120, /i does not know anytaing about any discussions among the leading
Wazis ak tho mesting meationed or another one which took place &pproximately
the awme tlme, whore the crestlon <[ an "incideut"” which was to sorve as a

péot.xt or justification for a Jermmn aitack on Czechoslovakis was discussed,

Qe=181., What discussion by vou {iLbenirop or statement by hiw, resarding such @
proposad lneideat, <id you hear at any time 7

he=121s #/W never hoard any uttorance of RibLentrop about the planzing of aa
insident of this kind,

Re=122, What cousideratlion, if aay, was given by the leading Yazies to engln-
seriug the assassination of the Yorwan imbassador at Yrajue, so0 &3 to oreate
the necessary lncideut 1o Le used us the pretext or justirication for a Terman
attack on Csechoslovakia?l

Ae~122e #/d does not know whether or what cousiderstions were made by the
loading susis concerning plotilag of the assasslomtion of the Yeruan ambassador

in rague in order thereby to create tho uscessary iancident to justily e Geraan

attask on Czechoslovekia,
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Q.=17%, What, if anythia;, did you avar hear von Ribhentrop say about sush &

proposed asssssination of the “erman Ambsssador at irejue ?

bo-1284 B/ never heard Hibautrop say anything about a planned assassinasion
of the Yermn Anbassadpp in ‘ragie.

1e=124, Did you eveyhear Hitler or (oering or von “apen or von Yeurath say
anvihing abomt such provosed assassination and if so what was sald by either

of then 1

Ke=124. 3/ never neard any :itterance froa Jitler, Goarinz, Papen, or Yeurath
aboat sush a planned sssassinstion.

“e=128+ Tid you hemr sny statement by either of them or by Ribdbhentrop at aboud
That Ttime, that is about 21 April 1538, or shortly tharefore or thereafter,

indigating & determinstion on “he part of the leading Hazis t> atteck and
ceng.er Cgechoalovaxia, &nd il so what was sald and hy whon ?

A,=125. P/7 heard no expression which would show a determination tomattack

“ard grmpier Csochoslowakia from any of the above-mamed persons or from

Eibtentrop ut that time, that is, around 21 April 1923,

"Re=126. Toll All that you know ahout military plans propared on or after 21

April 1933, designed to oarry out an attack on Czechosl-vakia et an opportune
monont,

A.-1268, P/ is unable to -ive any information about any military plans whioch
woro drawn up oa or after 21 Ap111'1938 for the p.irpomses of attacking Csecho-
slovaklia at an opportune moment, becauze he did not have sscess to5 any sush
plans, | |

3:=127, Irace the development of military plans for such an atiack during the
months cf ~ay, “une, “Yuly, asugust and september 1933,

"e=127« P/ does not know anything about a developasnt of any guch plsas

+

during the montig ol =ay, vine, Jaly, Aagist ind Seatember 17393,
] 1]

§.-128., Trace thedvelopnent diring thoss soathe »f forsiyn afrairs, and
periicularly as to relations between iiasi Jermany and Crechoslovakis, a8
hoearing on the lag! sleotlon of the "opportane” time fnr the preojected attask
on Lsechoslovakia,

A.-128, P/7 reoslls that the relations between “ermauy and Cgechoslovakia

wers nostly determined by negotiations between Serlin and London rather than
:s\:n K a ) ‘

Py
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betweon Sorlin and Fregue during these months. ‘he most important evsnt of
these developmonts wore tho visit of the Sritish Prime diaister in Berchtes-
snden, the mission of Lord Ruunoiman as & British observer in Frazue, the
meeting botween “itler and Chasberlain inm Bad Godesberg and rinally the
oonference in late veptesber 1838, /A7 does aot know what particular influence
these various events had on the cholee of the "opportuae momeat” for the
sttack planned on Crechoslovakie, The developroats aade it nf edurse quite
evident that Hitler was determine! to %ake military stops ageinst Crechoe
slovakia imrediately upon his demads at the Godesberp coaferencs not dbeing
net. |
fﬁ:&%%; Describe how the Hazis, throu hout this period, agitated the
quostlon of the “eraan minoritios iz Czechoalaovakis, aad ;artic:ilarly 4in the
Sudetenland, as a pretaxt for an assault upon Crechoslovekia,
he=120, At this timeo, aa P/7 remesbers it, the protagonist of Serman deasnds
in Prague was not the Yerman covermment, Lut the “erman alnority growp in
Czechoslovinkis itsclf. Their loaderz, »f whom t(he mist fxanis were Hemlein
and Frank, formulsted a number of damauds whieh they presouted to the Czech
goverument. F/¥ no longer recalls tha individaal points of thess desands.
The publioation and the syreading of these decwsnda saturally daused o sirong
wave of excitement emony the “erwan minorities, =ad also in Czechs cireles,
3o that ths entire situation Yecams increasingly critiowl. it zoes without saying
that the newspapers in Uermany which were assatrollad by the ¥azis cave out as
stronsly as po.sible for the Geramn minority la Szeshoslovatria., litler aade
‘the orisis which therehy arose the ocsazlon lor talllng Upitish Prive Hinister
Chamberlain in Bad “Yodosbory that he had -e30lved Lo start military nperations
azainst Czechoslovakia if his do:-ands were n~% acceptad,

¢=130. Toll all that you know about the use that Hitler and other laading

s nade of Konrad lienlein, the so-called leader ot«ﬁ?e gudotan Gsrnapi.:

in this conneotion, 5 S

-52-



Jonlsin and %radk wers the most prominent reprosentatives of the Yorman
:1nority in Crechoslovakia. If F/% remambors right, they were amon; the
ropresentatives of the Jerman rinority in the Czechoslovakian parliameut,

The P/4's ignorance preven*s hia from saying what the spesial connections
wore between fonrad Uenlein and Titler ant what usc of him was rade by iUitler
and other leading ¥agis furing these eventis.

bl

=131, Toll what you know aboat the events immediately leading up to the
ospliuiation of Czechoslovakia at lfunich on 2¢ Septembar 1933 and all that
you kuow aiout the capitulation itself, in whioh Czechoslovakia ceeded the
Sudetenland to “ermany.
Ae=llle ﬁ/ﬁ was not told in detall about the oourse of the Munich oonference
of 29 Soptember 1938, and therefore cannot tell from his own mowled;e what
haprenings led to the oapitulatlon of Czechoslovakis at that tlwe, Mnly from
tho course of @vents in jeneral was hae able to conclude that thie capitudation,
which couslsted in the session of the Sudetenland to 'erm&ny. though pestpeoning
tho exsct Jdeterainmation of the new borders, stownod fron the fact that neither
“reat “ritain nor ‘rance was a4 that time ready %o give wmilitary assistanse to

Czoonoslovakia in svent of war,

le=132, Jutline the ovents followin: immediately the ract >f Munieh and
€eadia4 4p to and including the ssizure by the Hagis by tha arsed forces of Gere

wnay, of Bohemia and uaravia, in vioclation of the terms of the Pact of ‘unich
itself,

Ae=132s. ihe {urther development of events after the ennfarense at Muanlch which
led finally to the occupation by Yersan troops of Hohemiam and i revia is

kmown to /i oaly in seneral, not in detsil, since the questisn involving
Czechoblovekia aud the matters relating to her were not in his spehre of
sctivity. -t first, right after the confarence at “ialoh tfe -osition of
Ceerhoslovakia was weakensd Surther, becmuse asw bLoth Tangary and Poland

made territorial desands sgainst Cgechoslovakia, I1e 12300 between Hungary

and Cgechoslovakis was settled by arbitration by the foreiszn ministers of
-5 s- o . i v
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Gernany and ‘taly meeving in Vhenna ia an uwaré whioh osompelled Gresnoslovakia
to ceds a strip of territory to ‘ungary. ~8 to the folish demands, i/
believes that there was an agreement hetwoen “razie and VWensaw which resulted
in a further loss of territory to (zechoslovakia, dnd then it becane evident
after tho ssparation of the Yerman ainority that the rslations between the
Cuechis aud the Sloveks was the distaombing gaotor which would not let
Crochoslovakia rest, gvﬂi is unable tn zive detaila of this developmens, but
he ramonbers that it was this problem which lod dmcha, the rresident of
Csechoslovakia, to wake & trip to ~“erlinc which wae immodiatsly followed by

tho ocoupation of all of Bohewia ans Yoravia by " erman troopa.

‘
/

'guol e wid the taxis thereaiter azaia pive ass rances of peacaf 1l intentions
# wud of absence of intention to comnit furthor agrressions and, if ao, what
£ sucil AB3 .rances were piven I

A.=133, F/H oun av longer romemver whethor afver the sccupstion of Joneala and
AT

Moravia and the proclametion by the ‘wzi reglae that thote areas were a Ucrasn
protactorats therv wore renewed assuvances of cesoceful intent and ths laock

of' any intention to oommit farther aots of arsression, This last stateueat
would certainly not have dbeon made, since the dazi rezise would not have
oharacterized the occupation of Asustira, BSonemis and Joravia as acta of
aggression,

Qe~134, ihat disoussions by von RZibreatrop did you hear adout this ting
Indicating an aotusl Yagi plen to tuvade ioland 3

Ae~134, A% this tiae ¥/d never heard voa “ibventrop sey suything indicaiing
the existence of plaus to invade rolaad.

Je=l35e ‘hat discussions by iditler or uoeriug or by aay other of the lwading
é:i{ did you hear about this time indicmting &n astial Yazi pdaz to iavade
Poland ?

A,-155, £/ Gld mob hear ditler, Yoeria;, or aay otasr leading Yasi say -

oot
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snything ladioacing tao existewe of plaus Lo invede rolaudgz ry
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«e=133s Tell waal yoi kuow aioat & moetlin; éf leadiuy Hasls on or about

23 way 193¢ at whioh tha Ruropesn situation was reviewed and the decision was

nade to atiack rolunt at the [lrst sultable opportunity, regardless of the

riak thet Sreat “ritain aud ‘rance would somply with their treaty obligstisns to

roluid end fight in her defonne.

A.-126, v/ knows absolutoly acthing aboat any smeoting of lmding lasis on

or about 23 Uay 19830 st which the European situation wns discussed and +the

resolution aads to attack Folunl at the {lret favorable opportunity, regarde

less of the position takan by Sreat Sritein and Fraase.

we=1374 ihat i3 your opinisn was the real reason for the attack on Poland ?

ae=137. fhe real reazon for the action of the lazi Yoverunent azianst Poland

is to be found /W believes, in tho so-called "Dynamic quality of the Nasi

asveaoat’ o7 which the nzis were always espezislly proud. The politieal

situatlon lu tho zaazer of 193" was such taat the Hagl zoveramant enuld

aaa N0 Jurbher progress alon; the way whichA thay followed in tha penetration

of Austrim, »f tho Judetenland, of Sohomia and Moravia, and {inally of the

Jemel aroa, wichout comaltiing thausalves to war. Thay were clear in their

awa ainds auoat this. 1€, therefore, “hay had not wanted to run the risk of

war, they would froz then on have nad 5 confine themselves to s defensive and

counservative policy. The jurmp Iin war ,roduction which they had gotten over

the olller powara would have had %o rem.lu unexploited. It was nnt the intentien

of She wen who were dofterainin Garman policy 4in 1939 o let this happen.

Aftar dlsposing of Lhe Czechorlovaklan jueasion they turned themselves to the

wgacl question, and after this one ton had been sslved, to the question of

“anzi: eod the Follish corridor. The remson why they happened to choose these

qiestions ag the next pointe on their progrem was prodably bteosause they knew

that ihe erran people would po with them on those guostions. The great anss

of tha German pecple would sertainly not have been willing to hear anything

of war as the instrasent of solving natinmalistic queatiom ; but they did not
-5 DR -
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conalder tav duager Llu the pillageap of those guastions, -erely hopln; that all
would turn out pescelully, as B& had in the past.

Qe=138¢ The Dunzig lssue waes a mere pretext 'or the satteck on Uolaad, was it
nov

A.-138, P/7 doos not believe that it is entirely correct to characterize the
Dansig questior as a were protext for tie sttacc oa <oland, 1t is rue that
tho removal of the soe-callsed corridor aad tas lncorporation ol vaaziy iato
fGoruuny wero goals the achigvewsat of wialch the ezl rejime desired to consolide
ato {u the war wilh rolaad. Bubt it can be very well giestioned whellier these
Were the ouly res&sous why ¢@rmany made war on Yoland. 1/ cannot say what other
designsd the Nezi regime may Lave hed on soland ia the event of Jerusnay's being
able to fight & war against iolend alone.
Je=1380, Trace in detall the diplomatic handling besdbap lazi “srrany and
?EEIEK‘inmodiatoly precoeding and leading up to the invaslon of iVolund by the
armed forces of Jermany.
Ae=l30s Ulplowmatic nstetistions between “arl vermany aad Foisad prior to the
Gorwman invesion of “oland were donduaied exclusively by iitler aad Rivueatrop.
F/4% is therolore unable to give wany detailed inforaation on these negotlatvions
froa his personnl experisnce. F/W observed durizg tas davelopusat of 4hg
crisis in late August 1839 that negotistions with tha British Asbassador Sir
lgville lHenderson were much more extensive than tuose with the iolish sovernsaent,
I5 ve sure Ribbeatrop handed cxteuslve yroposals for e pesaceiul sctileameat of
the corridor questioa Lo the rolish smbassador in “erliin uJr. Lipski, but these
propusals wers recelved at such u late mowsnt tnat thoy oould no longer affect
the Govelopment of tae sibtastisu. £/ also hnd the impression thet ‘itlor aad
Rlvbeatrop wers more aaxious at tuat time to parsiade freat “ritaiz aot to
taberfers mllitarily ia case ol & oenfligt Dotwesn ierﬁauy and Yoland than to
provént & Jerman-Polish war. *hoy made suoh & coafliet Inevitable infact by
the pushing of Lhe development in Danzly which undoubbedly was dirested by

‘l -5« : % »
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directed by vitler himsclf.

wo=Ll4Je Te&ll what you know aﬁo:xt the diplomatic handling leading up to the
Wﬁﬁfﬁi of tha nonen;rrescicn rnot ,Qf 23 Auguat 1333 between Jarmeny and the
A.-1800 o/ subsoquently received the followinsg infermation about the diplomatie
doyelepments preceedlng the aigning of the Non-Ag:.resslon Fact betwesn Germnny
and the doviet Lnion on 23 Auguat 1935. Luring disgussione in Lerchtesgaden

in okrly or middle Aupust 1325 the ides arose that an Attempt shoald de made

to clarif} the porltion of the Joviet Jnion and 4o injuire in Xoscow whether

a vi#it of Ribveatrop would Ls accepiable. !iitler save hles consent to this
propssel and the answer frow “oscow was favorable. Nibbentrop [lew imsediately
to “oucow, roturaing after the noneagrression paot had boen signed. This would
provo taat Bue conelusion of thls pact was not precoeded by long negotiations,
bat was soreed mon efter & very short poriod of time,

de=141. 7Zlve any inforamatlon you heve indieating that when the Nazi lesders
Bntarsl lato the noneastrass’on yact of 23 Anzust 19335 dhey did not intend to
comply with the obllzations o8 thal paot but in fact intended to attmok the
TeielRe at sone favorable opportunity.

© As-141. P{¥cAdardy théodeadspntasnnlsodihpopakerhikehtwouldédgionte hisnthand

| Haxindondgratidild fbd intsnllate oBsthuvaethoipbvibeivareofotlierndneagifeiafon
PReY, »f 23 Au-ust 1932, tut rathor Intealed to attack the 3Joviet Union ak

an opportune woment, aﬁf is nf the opinion that #itler di{d not have any
conerete rlans to attaok the Soviet ’nlon in August 1235, but reather that suoh
plans took definite shaps in 19040, Un the other wad it cannot ve denied

that “1ilor had declared in <ein Rampf the the “ebepsreum of Lhe <erman

peopla had Lo bte insured by ‘he sonjuest of tervitnry ih sastarn Luropa.

This ala was undoubtedly Snecosnsistent with the malntsamnce of poaceiul relations
with the Joviet Jalon. But B/ does no% know Just how Hitler thought in the sum-

mer of 1638 that these plhns sould do roalized. L
Qe=142. Was any ultimatum sent or any declaration of unr3qont or gny?gptﬂoo


http://intsnfl--.be

given to Yenmark or Sorwwy prior %o their invasioa by Ysrama arxed forces
on ¥ April 1340,

AQl42, As far az I/ kmows the wewcranda of the Jazi -averwssnt alout the
e M ———— b
sutry of Zerman jorces iuto Demmsrk and Norway wero siven 4o the respeotive
governasuls in Copennajien and J€lo on the day of the iwwaslisn and haefore
g A&Jril 1940,
Qe=143+ las any sltimstan sent or wny declaration of war sent or wny notice
0 e ——
sdven to Bel fum, ihe letherlands or Lureabour; prior to their invasion by
Geraan uraasl forces on LU Hpy 1040,
Ae=143. Hdmilarly tho declaruntlone %o She [ avornveats of “oleium, “olland and
Luxenbourg aboat the Luraslone of those countrles weore rerdered on ray 1Qth,
1240, that is on the day of thno luvasion i%self an?t not hafore that date.
Ge=144, Was any Bltiamtie sent or any declarati-n of war sent or any aotice
ghven Uo foujoslavia or “resce prior their invaslon by Yersmn arzed forces on
8 Aprii 1941 ?
Ae=144, Mo ultimatum or declaratina »2 war was sont to elithsr the reek or
Youizoslav governsents before ¢he attacic on these ¢ouptriss on & April 1641.
Qe~148, Tell whut you know of ecvents leading up o and culminating ia the Hast
abtaok of the J.5.3.R. on 22 June 1541, including ia full eny diss.sclous you
had with von Eibbentrop or you heard hiw nave with eny of tho leading Amsis

E ¥
or with anyone elue absut these cvenis,
Ae=145, The events which led to the ai ack on the Soviet Jnion on L& June 1941,
A ———————
really include the entirs developzont rom the end of 1932 to the s uner of
1541 R/H obaorved that no specifis events im:=ediately befors dune Liand, 1941
precipitated the “erman attack, The cocision for thie course of action evidently
ripened gradually in “ttler's alnd during the perlod of tine netween the
suaner of 1940 and tho apriqs of 1941, antil that lan was [iaelly putl lave
wation, U/ is ol the opinion thmt “he Pollowis: ovents wers = jor fsobors in
the development of that desision i

.

1) The courss of the war cetwosn Rusaiax sud Fialand %& the iiater of
2l A el
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1379/40 1 The srorross f this aaspalza left tas lapresaion that She

ailitarr straasth 20 thg Jovlel “nian had boen greatly overestimataede R/W

iz 1mabls Lo Fadge o whal axtaedh this o.nvioiion waa wld by the leaders

af the Sazi Tarty, Sat ¥/ doaz act doabt Lhat the progress of the war batween
Rusaia and Tinland vmn observel alosely by tho ezl lenders and that Hitler
~rantly (ndersztiantod the wilitery abran;th of the Soviet Unioa at the time
ho attackad nher, Y/ Sherefore assu=es thut this falsu estiate was based
esaentially on the war in the winter of 1228/40. This was e decisive faotdr

in the forselinn of Hitler's declsina to attack 4he Sovieti-Unlon,

2) The course of the ceasn_alyn in dnsteran curops Lo the spring of 1640
P/ vm eanviaced that the favsrable dovelopmeat of thia capgpaijn was a major
factor {n strangthening Hitlar's oouvistien tiat he coild make himself the
axnl :#iva aaster ¢f sursps, leaving only a Fasclist Italy a position of
predaninance 11 *he Hediterrancan, Ihis oam aign and those in foland and
Hopway umrlonbtadly -ava A4ler such & fasling of the superiority aud {nvimoe
ihility ef the “ohrmacht that hs balieved it to be avsclutely unnecessary
to pay aay atbeniion to tha wishes of the Soviet-lUnion rélative to the
dovolopuents in durope. “n the sy1trery he consldered the expreszion of any
sanh wishies an earsachmenty upon his own vositinn of power avalnet whish he
liad to defead hiasell.

3) The fact that the plan Por sn invasion of the “ritish lsles could
nol Le realizod. In the 3 imasr of 1040 H4tler became convinced that he was
inabla to invade auccossf:1ly the 2-itish i{sles, that the Lulftwalfe alone
was 0% onough to forso “roat Pritain to lts knoos, wnd tuat & lorg war with
England was therelora to he expocted. Considering the ‘noroage of tonsion

hetween “itler and the Soviet “nion, as will de shown in some of the next

paracraphs, Aitler probably had feera that asomer or later British poliey
59 « " .
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wauid cone t0 an agrecwsnt with the Soviet Un?on on ¢oncerted acvion against
dngi “armany. This probebly pave him the ides of preventing such a course of
events by taking away froa “reat Pritain her last chance for & continental
attack on “w'mny. ‘hiy ides was supported uy the fact tast Great “ritain
would be urkble ‘o land wny considerable number of troops on the c.ntineant
for at lenst Cwo years. Hitlier therefore had nle entlre orces al his
disposa) for atisocks in othier & rts of the continent,

4) The attitude of the Soviet vnion apainast Ruwmania. ‘heu Rumanie
had to oede Bossorabla and part of tie 3ucovima to Soviet “usilie after having
rocoived an ultiwstum, Bulgarie and ‘wasary also bepan to press their terrie
torial demanis agelnst Rummain, This development could mot oe without signie
f{oance for the lerman cond.ist of the wer beocause ‘rorezany 4o sndsd ca the
Rumaninn ollfields, snd was greatly interected in the fats »f Rumania, ditler
therefore decided to intervens in this queeti-n and with the sward at *ienna
on 30 Auyust 1940 he divided Transsy!vania hetwsen Sunrary and dizania. At
the sane time Hitler puaranteéd the Rumanisn frontier, thus enga ia; Germmy
politically with a ocountry which balonged to the Black Ses arca. Sinese the
3aviet “nion head a partioular iaterest in bhis region, a enllislon of the
political interssts of Yermany and the Loviet Jnioa was {neovitavlos

3) itolotov's vialt to Jarlin, This esllision of {aterests bHoszno aven
moro evident at the time of the visit of ths Boviet “oreign Comissar ar,
“olotov {n ~“erlia in Spve-ber 1940, At that tlwe the Soviat Jnion presented
& number of poliliesl wishes, nearly all of whish warz answorad b litler
either ovasively or ints the neruntive, “e nad svidantly conciuded tiat the
Soviet Ynion had das’'pas in Darope which ran e ntrary to hiz swa slanz, It
way be asswisd that “itler was planning oven then o mset the denaads by
aggression, . e A

~80-~
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€) Tho ailitary sscurity measures takea by the Soviet “nion, fhe military
scourity aonsures taken by the Sovietl vnloa prior to thae oitbreak of Lostilities
played a major partd in the developmants as an alluied Lareat %o jermany. i 1a
woll-knowa that the Magi goverunenl thus attemwpted to Juatify the attack on the
Jovivt vnion. P/ 1 unabls ¢ Judge exzaetly “¢ what oxtent the deployment of
Soviet troope mlong Russie's westarn ontier took place at that tine, end 4o
what extent Uerman allitary prepurstiong hefore the »ithroek of hostilities
had a bearing on Shosg devaiopuonis.

-
2

it is Lo be added to tha above presantatisn of the developments prior %o }

the attec oa the 3dceiet Jnisn that thevy represent the E/ﬁ't personal impressionsg

Lo is in no pasition to prove tue mocuiresy of those ttatements in all details,

(-
oF

it %o be emphasiged that no stabsments by iiboentrop or other leading Hasds
o114 oonfirm the accuiracy of the above desaription of deovelopments. In late
woril or early “ar 1941 fibbentrop made the first rewari to ¥/4 5o the efrest
t-at dtler ml at heve to rasort to allitary naessares to deal with the Soviet
mion. The “or=an dintwegsdor ia koscow Count Schulenburg ras called for a
conference with dtler and 'dhentrop at aboit tho seie tine, and 1t was
cenorally bolny; assuaned that this conflerence had to do with the daesision whether
ar 2t Lo rosort te war, Sut /7 has ne inloramtion an the mok al content of
tiase sonfaroaces aiih Sount Sealen ar . 7/7 alsa heurd Rib sntrop rewark a%

a lator dats bLhat “aloSev hald gx resasd tha interest of the Soviet Union 4n

fros sacecs o the Baltic vea d.ria; nls vizit 5 Parlin, Ribbentrop cited this
as an axamdla of haw lmpossible it was  t3: listen to the Hussien demands, Dute
1545 22 thir /% had no dissassions with “dbtentrop an *his sabjeot, not 4id he
hear anything absut any discagions betwaen {iboantrep and lcading “lzit or othey
cersonaliting, 1% reasinst to be mentioned that Aibbentrop commissioned Amdassad

von altie ghortly befors the oitbrsalk of the war with the 3oviet Union %o
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complle all the maberiel on Lhe developnant of ths relations betweea the
Soviet Union and Yermeny since 1338. Ambessador von ¥eltke died tn 1943 in

edrid,

%.~148. At this tlme und since June 1940 I DLelieve you were Assitant Chief of
olitical Section of the Forelsn 20fice, whicih lscluded all scowmmtries, and

that you were also “esandter (Ynvoy) lst Class, is that right ¢
A.-148, It l3 trus that P/7 was the “aputy Direotor of the Folitioal Ueotion
o ¢ e o sy

of the “erman Foreli m 2ffioce nnd was anbassador let class at that time. “e was

; nominated to that gositisn {n Jins 1840,

i

%‘ Jﬁ Re=147, Tell what you know about the evonts snd nezotslatisns legding up to

i '/ ‘end Inoluding tho aigning in Berlin on 27 September 1740 »f the aman-ltaliane

S

j /1 Japanese ten year wmilitury oconomic alliance, and particularly £ive the details
i A% of the part played by vom Ribieutrop in the naking of that alllance,

; 4@« Ae=l4T, B/ﬁ hud no part in the aegotiatione which led o the sigsning of the so-
5\ { & oalled ‘hroe fower ot on 27 Septeaber 1940 and is therefore unable to give any
A3 )

;Pf {i: detuiled inforustion. *ho ‘sst of tho conslusion of thls pact cate us a

%?¥/% surprise to F/f. °/7 heard later th.t this treaty waa prepared in seoret

i

fkj aegotiatisns which werc condusted Pgrvermany by Vou Ribbeatrop,

{ Je=148, Tell what you know aboit any azi efisrve or nerotiations to ineite

Japan to atteck the United “tetes and especinlly give the details of the part
played by von Ribbentrop ia such elforts or nesntiations,

A,-148, According tu the treaty of “er!in of 27 “epntenber 1540, “araany, ltaly
and Jupan were bouad to support omch other with all their political, economic ané
military neans, if amy of thess rowerss were attacsced by e nower whian was nod
yot invelved in tie Furopean coaflict or itre TFins-Jn enese war. According to
this agrasasont Japan could onl de~xeand ‘ternen and “talian ssxistance 1 it were
to be attacked by the TSA. Japan wade ax Injuiry ln early Yeceubsr 1941, that is
a few deyz before the attask on Pearl “mroor, as U whelher ;orﬁuny and ‘taly
wuld be willing to coise to an agrocment alout joint sonduct ol the war by the

three jowers, if hostilitiss were to bresk out between Jupan snd the USA, Hitler -

wos in the southeastern Vkraine at the froat ol that time and rfc,hls?im}gir’ s
LI S T AT
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Joint ecorduct of the wor by U thres powors, if hostilities were to lresk
et babnson Jopan and the Lo, Hitder was ot the {ront in the southeastern
Uikradne at that bime an. Lhls lngdr) was referrve. to him imuwediatelye Hite
ler's onswer whieh wis & wncond !blonal rasont was retuwrned withowt deolgy.
“he Ibeddine povermment Llke lss agreed. The sgressont botwesn Japan, Cermany,
and fbad: sbout tio Jolnt conduet of the war was siznad lmmodiately after
cgard Harbor on leeembar J0th, 1%41 In Serlin by Nibtentrop andithe Japanese
¢ itelisn ombassadors. o/ boows notulog sbot any spocial dijdomatiec
moves Uermany nade to zﬂfﬂum Japan Lo attack the U, outedde of the doe-

wlopmenta centioned,
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