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Report ? Answers te Questions submitted by Pelitical Branch MIS,

Questions : Western Eureps . @, Estimate the extent te which the Freach regime
established at Vichy willingly coellaborated

with the Nazis,

be Estimate the role of the partiss of the right,
the parties of the left including the Cemmunist
Party, the Catholic partiss, and the Army in

resistance to German occupation,

Ce Estimate the extent of collaboration of these

£roups,

d, Estimata feeling toward and infiuence of the
USSR in France and western Europe generally.

e, What was the exteant of {hs infiltration of
German agents inte the various Spanish Governmen-
tal ministries~+sparticularly the Ministry of

Justice?

fo Name ths Spanish high officials upon whom

Germany depended most,

&e¢ Glve instances of efficial Spanish ceoeperation

with the Germans,

he What was the relationship of former Feorsign
Minister lLequerica te the Germans, both before

and after he took officet

is To what extent did the Spaniards colladorate
with the Germans in securing intelligence?

J« What did France request in return fcr a dece
laration of war? Why did he never declare war?!.

ko, Name any German agent still in Spain,
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(a) An estimate of the degree te which the Hench regime established in Vichy

was voluntarily ready te collaberate with National Soclalist Germany is diffice
wlt because there was violent argument over the matter in Vichy itself, The
decisive figure was, of course, Marshal Petain, He was a gentleman already over
80 who showed his age very much and was therefore very much dependeant on the
influence of his entourage, These influences weres of a very contradictory nature,
The consequence was a permanent play of intrigue in Vichy which made it very
difficult for the German evservers to see clsarly the direction matters wers
taking. The course was particularly hard to judge during the period from the

end of 1940 te the middle of 1942, during which Admiral Darlan played the
leading rule in Vichy, When Laval became chief of government again the picte

ure was clearer as fas as lLaval himself was concerned, but it remained always

in doudbt whether there would not be a new rupture between him and Petain, At

the end of 1943 an ensrgetic step in the form of & rather unfrieddly letter

by Ribbentrop te Petain was taksn to bar such a new rupture. Petain himself had
the desire to keep the armistice with Germany leyally because a break weuld have
enabled Germany te talre immediate steps whick would have been very detrimental
for France, But Petain didnlt want te go beyond the armistice, His goal was
doubtless te give France a kind of nerntral position between the fighting parties,
Waen he met Hitler in Montoire in October 1940 ha and Laval wanted first of

all by supporting German-French collaboration, in principle, on the basis of the
armistice, to get the promise that Germany would leava the French celenial empire
unteuched, Cellaberation with Germany meant for Petain essentially only ecenomic
support ef the German anti-belshevist propagands irn and by France because this
euited his anti-Cemmunist attitude, But as fas as France later overstepped

these 1imits, Petain prebably has agreed to it only reluctantly, the decisive
facter for him in most cases being the conviction that greater evil would there-
by be prevented, The Germar attitude towards Petain was marked, during the war,
by a steadily imcreasing distrust, Ribbantrop always suspected Petain to be

& "traitor"in principle,

In the beginning of 1944 he attached te the person of the Marshall ae a special
envoy the minister von Reuthe-Fink, who lived together with the Marshall in the
Hotel du Parc in Vichy and had to see to i1t that the Marashal did not make any
sudden decisions contrary to the German interest. At the last Petain knew
enough te make a declaration to the Kuncio before he was taken awap from Vichy,
that with his departure hiés activities as chief of state should be considered as
terminated,

Out spoken opponents of collaberation with Germany were bslieved to be a number of
persons bclonging te the immediats entourage of the Marshal, e.ge ths chief of
his civil cabinet Dumoulin de la Barhete, whose dismissal was later foerced by

the Germans, and particularly the physician of the Marshal, Dre Menstrel, who
alse funcioned as Lls private secretary. He was arrested by the Gestape ln
Sigmaringen in 1944, :

Admiral Darlan, as mentienzd tefore, was difficult to see threugh, He, tegether
with a considerable part eof the Freanch Navy command shewed an increased willinge
ness to collaborate with Germany after the attack en French warships by the
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British fleet at Mers/el/Kebir sad Eakar, On the occasion of a visit to Hitler
and lUbbentrep in Berchtedguden in the beginaing of 1942 Darlan made & relatively
faverable impression ou the leaders of Nazi politics, The greater was the indig-
nation later on when Darlan ordered the French trocps te ceause hostilities against
the Americans and Britisk in Algiers in the ende of 1942, This was telieved to

be » game previeusly planned with Petain and Darlan was at once put into the
category of a “treitorh,

Laval is known to have beeu the persoa who supported cellaberation with Germany
in France most strongly. He prebubly believed that Gormany weuld win or atleast
held her own, He prebably believed also that such an end oi the war was ia the
interest of Eureps and with it ef France teoo, and was therefore convinced

that he would serve freach interests bset by making himself the mauthpiece of
collaberation with Germany, If he Lad not the approval of Petaim &ad his celw
leagues in the catinet he weuld probadbly have heen ready te conclude a peaces
treaty with Germany und with it te line up France e¢ven more solidly with Germany.
He may have thought that he would geti the most faverable cenditions for France
this way, But the Germans did aot cndble Laval to follow such a political course;
en the centrary, they made his work very difficult, Hitler and Ribbentrep did
net trust him either, They censidered him rather a gly fex always to be wakhed
carefully in order that they might not be taken in, But they believed that he
had exposed himself so much as & pro-German that hs could not posaibly revert teo
being ¥French, Se lLaval was used by them for putting everything inte the guise

of French laws and stute decrees that Germany resquested of France, i.e,, the
mwost far~reaching economic support of the German war machine, as well as the
establishment of forced labor which took many Frsnchmen into Germany. The
concessiens made to him in turn were as maager as can e ilmaginszd, sucr «s the
conversion of a gart of the Freach prisoners of war in Germany iato civilien
workers who nad te remein L. el

The real possidilities for usrmer,- 2f & policy ef collaboration as imagined by
Laval were never utilized by Hitler, because he distrusted the Freanch teo much
and therefore could not decide on terminating the Draconic and coercive regime
of the Gestape with its arrests, shootings or hostages, etc., but on the
contrary considsred it the only guarantees for thc sscurity of the German eccu~
patien.

In the field of economic policy Laval had a willing assistant, the very able
minister of preduction, Bichelenne, who agreed with Lavalls political opinions

and was mainly interested in keeping the French economic life in full swing and

in net glving rise te unempleyment, Bichelenne died in Germany in i wiater

of 1544/5, There were & numbar of ether personages in the Vichy regime who

were ready for the clesest collaboratien with Germeny, the moet unlimited
collaboratieniast of them being perhaps the last secretary for security matters,
Darnand, whe finally Joinred the SS himself and held the rank of Genersal. To sum up,
it can be sald that, according te a general impression on the Germen side, in the
Vichy reglme the army command was the least favorable to the idea of cellaboratioen
whereas the navy commend was much more inclined towards it frem feelings of

rancor against the British, Ament the civilian elements thera were strong differ—
ences, But the limit te which things were carried unter the slegan ef ¥%cellaberatica'
was noet in the least Jdstermined by the French, but was set Tty the German pelicy
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and to reach it political pressurs was eventnally spplied, It weuld be an everestiwm
matien of the independence ef the Vichy regime te assume that the French Gevernment
in Vichy svar possessed a real feedom of decision in this respect,

{b) PIW does not xnow of any detalled evidence concerning the participatien of

the different parties and ths army im the resistance movemsnt against the German
occupaiion ferces in France during the war, Pcliticel parties as such prebably did
not have any desisive influence on the existence and extension eof the reststance
movement., They were banned by the Tichy regime and tharefore have mot been active
during the peried of accupatisn, The resisisace movement has grown rather eut of

the unien of many small greups of & mom lecal erigin, formed by single activist
slements and less by pary activity., That this has been the case can be seen frem the
fact that whza the French gensultative assembly convened in Paris the rssistance move
ment was by ne means represented by the eld partiss but by a separate blick compesed
of many small single greups with the mest varied names, :

h
In regard te the question frem which speres the French resistance movement drew
its largest centributions, we have te distinguish well betweesrn two greups, the
sescalled Maquis and the "armee secrete', The former grew up spontanssusly, larges
ly from the flight inte the weodsa of men ateut te be canscripted feor laber in Germany
and trying te escape this fate by defending themselves if necessary, These men propad
ly came from all partiee, but must have bslonged mainly to the Secialists and
Cemmuniste or ever to the Cathelic rural pepulatien, because generally sens of middle
class and socially better of £amilies are less llkely te fles inte the weoods than
members of rural pepulation and the working class, The later picturs of the Maquis
confirms this tee; at any rats, it had & radical leftist character, particularly in
tle Freuch Alpine regiens, Different frem it was the "armse secrete’, This was
organized secrstly by former er even hy still active officers of the French army
and without any deubt partly patrenizzd by the central administration in Vichy. It
can be assumeed that the propaganda of thig "armee sccrete' appealed more to members
of the parties of the right and center than to those of the left, In all likeliheed
14 wos parimariily the "armee secrete’ which sacured the secret message service anmd
the permanent commuicatiens frem France with England and later with Algiers te
General de Gaulle, Later on the attempt was made te unite everything cennected with
the resistance teo the Germanse inte one unified erganization, the "Forces Francaises
de 1'Interieur" and te put it under one unified command. How far this actually ceuld
be sccomplished R}W does not knew.

From the fact that during the end ef the liberation peried of France the present
Foreign Minister Bidault eppearsd as & lsader of the total movement of resistance
and from Bidaultls affiliatiens with the outspokenly Catholic world, the cenclusien
may be reached that the Catholic element was perhape of some special importance in
the resistance movement,

(c) The reserss question as to the importance of the same French groups for the

pelicy of collaboration with Germany and the extent ef this collabeoratien has te
be answered prebably in the same way, in thai none of the old French parties
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played & leadiag part im it, Only individuwxl personalities like Laval, Dsat,
Marquet, Flandin placed themselves at the dispesal of Vichy fer cellaberatien,
and they drew their persenal fellowers with them, They cume rather from the
parties of the ceater and the right thaun from those ef the left, since Ceimunists
and Seclalists would met even Lave been allewcd te cellaberate by the German
eccupation authorities, Besides, the Vichy regime did met depend on the partiee
fer support; in thls regard it hud ne er very little backing, Its real supperters
were in the public administration machine headed by the ministarial efficials and
prefacts whese srdsrs the papulatien was &ccustemsa ¢ sbey. The Arm, supperted
the cellaboratien with Germany se fap as the orders of Marshal Petalin were givexn
for ity But it was always cemsiderd by the Germans as &n unreliable elemeant which
might jump off &t any time and perkbups was enly waiting fer the chance.

" French Catholicism is known te have had rathsr strulned relatiens te the French
State as reprczented by the Third Republic since {he first part of this centnry,
After the firet World War they had improved consideradbly but la tue middle 20%s

it preved to be & rather difficult eperatlion for the Vatican te untie the intimate
relaticns of & large part of the French clergy who were cennected with tke Antie
Republican ard rayalist "Actien Francaise®, It can e eaxily assumed that undsr
these circumstauces wany & French prelake sympatiiyed inwardly with the regime eof
Marshall Petain and its autheritative tendsucies us expressed in the official sub-
stitution of the werde "Etat Frauncais" for Bepublique Francaiss'.

The German representative in France, particularly the members of the embassy in
Paris, were not permitted to enter inte centact with the higher Fremch clergy.

An unsquivecal stand for the Petain regime wae taken by the leader of the "Actien
Francaise", Charles Maurras, who ceuld not aveid being accused of collaboratioea,
although he was an eld enemy of the Germane,

Three groups ars worth mentiening as supperters of collaberation in Francet The
Legion of Volunteers to Combat Bolshevism, which actually ssnt ene¢ unit of volun~
teers to the Zastera Front, where according to reports, it did not distinguish
itself; the militia of Dgrnand, which finally came under ths iufluence of the

SS; and most of all the PPP fParti Populaire Francais) of M, Jacques Dorioet,

& former Communist mayor of the Paris suburb eof St, Denis, who had even tried
before the war to erganize an anti~Cemmunist movement in France and who was killed
during a dive bomber attack in the beginning of 1945, Frem which spheres

the suppert of these organizations came and whether particularly the eld "Croix
de Feu" of Colonel de la Recque, who wag later imprisened by the Germans, played
& part, is unknowa te P/ W, Altegether only some le,000 men ware invelved in it,

The bulk of the Fremch peeple during the eccupation did not teke part either in
cellaboration er in the resistaunce, but followed the secalled "Attentlsme",
They said te themsalves that the years of war would pass and that than it would
be time to rearrange the French houss, They were not uafriendly te tus Germans
ar leng as they staysd in the ceuntry, and acclaimed the Americans and British
as liberaters when they came, For whom this great army of attentists will vote
row is the blg secret of the French elections. Fresumably they will put up the

- 91d accustemed parties again with a tendency towards the Left.
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(d) The masses of voters of the French left had been until the middle thierties
rather solidly tehind the French Socialist Parth, the SFIO (Ssction Francaise

de 1'Intsrnatienale Cuvrisre), whereas the Communiet Party was able te gain only

a few supporters., This picturs changed only when the influence of the Spanish

Civil War besgan to be felf, Even in the election of 1936, which breught the
government of the Popular Front into pewser, a clear gain of the Communists was
scored, But the geoveram=at of the Popular Front itself under Leen Blum was undeubted-
ly still led by the Socialists, The anti~Fascist wave then rellingthreugh the

French pepulation became still more accantuated when not gnly Hitler and Mueselini
support~d Gen=ral Franco ix Spain, but alse in Italy the claims fer "gizza, Tunis,
Corsica" were voicsd louder and leuder} this led to an increase of esteem and pepulat
%7 of the Soviet Union, the strongest antipede of Fascism, especially amont the
workers. Another factor contributed to it considerably. Since 1931 ths Freach
foreign policy had attempted to strenghten the pesition of France in Europe by a
pact of assistance with the Soviet Union. This endeavor had been areused by this
project of a German/Austrian customs union in 1931, The Quai d'Orsay saw in it such
& threatening sign of possidble coming developments that the then Secretary Gemnsral
of the French Foreign Ministry, Philippe Berthelot, went to see the Soviet ambassar
dor Devgalevsky, who was sick in bed, to urge upen him the idea of the pact of
assistance, Even then it teok four years to conclude the pactj ‘this lomg delay

can be explained by the unfaverable attitudes of the Center and Right in the French
Parliament, whe at first did not want to have anythiug teo do with a pelitical
allionce with the "Bolsheviste". But when thes obst®les finally were ovarcome
because of the effact of the toetal development in Furope (the Nazi regime in Germany
and Italiar aggression in Zthicpls) and when therefore Laval as Prime Minister

and Farelgn Minister was abtle te conclude the pact of assistance in Moscow im 1935
the Boviet Unien appeared in a new light to the French public forthwitk, Especially
Edeunrd Herriet has contridbuted censiderably to make the Soviet Union pepular in
France through the great personal esteem which he enjeyed ameng the general masses
of the French populace. Besides, the French Communist movement expressed new
opinions chisfly through the Secretary General of the French Communist FParty,
Maurice Thorez., The world revolutionary and anti-militarist pregram of Cemmunism was
put in the background in France and was replaced by expression e¢f petrietism,
claiming that the anti-fescist policy fimds its mest relisble standard Usarers just
in the rows of the Communists wha 2id not let themselves be surprised by any ether
Farty as good Frenchmen,

This pre~war developmecnt his to be taken into account to understand the situatien
formed in Frances during the war, First the attitude of the French tewards the

Soviet Unien naturally suffered a bad shock when the hops of counting on

Moscow as & sure ally in case of war evidently waned and instead Ribbeatrop was

seen to conclude treaties with Stslin in the Kremlin, and when thereupon Germany and
the Sovist Union divided between themselvas the country of Polaad, Frence's elly

of many years, on behalf of which she had entered the war. This impression has
probably contributed te dimiaish the force of resistance and cenfidence ia victoery

of the French army in 1940, not oaly because the anti-Fascist fighting spirit of the
leftist elements was coensiderably reduced by it, but also because generally the whele
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pressurs of the blg German war machine was known to be directed exclusively .
agalnst the Western Froai frem mow sn. But this picture changed againm completely
when Germany attacked th Soviet Unien in 1941, From then on the French Cemmuniste
could proclaim themselves chawplons of the resistance against the Germwn invaders
and could find also & common basis with General d= Gaulle, whem they had eriginally
suspected of being a reectionary. later, frem 1942 en, things even develeped in
Algiers in such a way that General de Gaulle becane almest dependsnt on the strong
Communist wing of the local French sonsultative assembdbly. This had the following
causes: For omnce the Communiste were naturally the most fanatical enemias of the
Petain regime iu tie French howeland, net only Yecause Petain had made & pact

with Hitler, but also because his aubhoritarian regime mace him appsar as a
"Fasclist" and thus particularly adious t¢ the Communists, They becaume, thsrefore,
the most radical and intransigent wing in the fight for the Allied cauce inside
censultative assembly, But later on General de Gaulla hinsclf together with

hls then foreign minister Massigli attempted to balance the difficulties which

hs encountered ia London and Washington in his efforts to get recognition for

& full fledged provisionel French government by sentering iate closer reletions with
Moscow,

The Kremlin proved itself very accessible to this attewmpt and sent to Algiers the
ambassador Bogomolov, & man who stepped forcefully into the politicel limeligut
there, so that the tendencies in faver of the Soviet Union were eondiderably
strenghended from their side also, The Courunists claimed to be the champlens

of the cause of freedom, pointing to the great part beiag played by tkhe Communiste
in the resisteace movement inside France,

In the French Homeland the zituation was & little difterent, The outspoken
enti/Soviet and anti/Communist propagenda of the Petain regime found prebably

a certain echo in all the propertied classes of the Frauch populatien, and
succeeded parhaps even in descrediting the de Gaulle committes in Alglers with

& part of the French population, allaging that it was drifting in Comuunist waters,
In Franceitself, om the other hand, the increasing resistauce movement and the
steadily decreasing auttority of the Vichy government had of course the contrary
effect. Finally, up to the invasion of the Frsach homland by the Anglo/Americans
in June 1944 the advence of the Had Army in Eastern Europe was & common index of
the coming collapse of the Sazi regime, & faster which strengthended the reputation
of the Soviet Union very amuch in the eyes of the French peopls.

The answer to the questiorn how far the pro-Russian tendencies in the French pepu~
lace and other experiences of the war have driven them toward the Communists
will not be given before the next electiona in France, The esteem of the Soviet
Union as & decisive facter for future developments is certainly not limited te
the Communists, but will be very great im France quite generally. Besides, the
French foreign policy Las still the tendency to promate France's political in-
terests and regein France's position as s great power by playimg up Russian
support; this was made clear by de Gaulle's journey to Moscow immedliately after
France had reacted rather bluntly declining the proposel made bey Ingland to
create & Llock of Wesiern Eurepean countries, In all likelihood those in Paris
did not intend that & new Soviet-French treaty should be signed ia Moscew right
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sway, for that weuld have shifted the balance a little heavily in the direction
of Moscew and away frem London,

In gencral the situation seems to be that the Soviet Union today enjoys great
authorit} as a pelitical factor and iz therefore able to exercise a considerable
influence, To do this she has 8t her disposal especially the French Communist
Pary with its leader Therez, whoe will be very accurately informed about the
desired and thoughts of Mcscow, having spent the greatar part of the war in Soviot
Ruesia, Regarding the effects of this state of affairs on future French demestiec
policy, it does not necessarlly mean a threat to the whele secial structure

or to the purliamentary-deuocratic gystem in France. The parliamentary systom

has been to made to the measure of the French peoplds character that it will net be
easy to extinguish 1t in this land whars the revelution was borm ax the Zurepean
continent, Zvsk Marshal Petain in 1943 examined the possibllity ef coexvexning a
natienal Assemblu te change the structure of his regime and was prevented frem
followinyg this idea further onrly by & sharp pretest of hippentrep, And in the
Franch social structurs there can ba eb:sserved such streng conservation, the
French people having always bsen fond of showing eathusiasm for reveldtionary
slogans and following them without changing the traditional style of liefe¢, that
French Commuales Las actually poer prospects for being acceplted lntegrally

aud practically ia France, The i1deal of every Frenchman is basically te te so

far as possible the independent and selfwsgufficlent owner of a small fortune which
peraits him at least in his eld age to live as he plsases, Besides, the Frenmch

sre still teday predeminantly a peassat people. The sutepokea individualism
characterizing the Frenchman is most unsuitable for being pressed inte any
collective forms of life paculiar to the soviet systenm.

These fundamental traits of the French people’s character ars the probsble
limits of the ability ef the Soviet Unior to establish her political dectrines
in France,

Regarding the other Western Furepean countriee, it may be stated ¢f them gulte
generally, except for Spaim, that the pelitical authoriiy ef the Soviet Union
has increased strengly ir all of them and with it alse the influence which
Moscow caz eéxercise in thsm today. This sheuld be the case particularly ia
Holland, Belgium, and Luxemhourg, whers alsec & perceptible increase of strength
of the Comaunists may be oberved if cempared with the prewar peried. In
Switzerland, vhich has not maintalned diplematic reletions with the Seviet

Union up to now, & change of attitude tewards Moscow and the Latter's increasing
influence was visible ever soms months age, whan the Federal Comacel and the Fer-
elgn Miuister Pilet Golaz trisd to resume diplematic rslations. The failure of
this attexpt owing tle Mescoew's refusal did not ealy cost M, PllatGelaz n1is
position, but has made the predlew in Switzerland just that much mere acute.
Cemmunism Las nol amy great future in Switzerland, since in spite of the
activity of M. Nicole inr Geneva the weight of the werkers! class faverable

te Communism is not big emough In Switzerluud ts prevail upon the fundamen-
tally conservitive faim aad cily populatios, which should Ye in aa overwihleming
msjority.

A separatc case in this connecti~u 1w prssented by Spain., Here the Civil War
andG its end has sggravated the situaticn so much that a split exists between
the Franco regime and the Soviet iLnion. The government therefors does not admit
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any ether commaats on the Soviet Unien than those of complete reiutation;

it strives to bar any influence of thz Seviet Unisz in Spain by all effeciive
means, How the situaticn leoks under thls surface is anether guestion. It is
known that the Sparish emigree, whe liave gaubtlhsrsd mauinly in Mexice, set their
hopes very much upen Moscow, If it comec ¢ sn early downfall of the Francoe
regime 1n Spuin this factor may gain strong significance I{¢r the future
Spanisk policy, ualess France still succeeds in combining hie departure with
& restoration of the momarchy, of which he has ebviously theught tefore. The
develpprent in Spain will be &lso of & decisive importance for Portugal. The
government of Salagar has consistently prevented the rise of trends friendly
to the Sovist Union in this country up teo now, £o &s not to give room to auny
Communist tendencies in the pepulation, But it way get be that some strong pre-
Seviet trends exiet under the surface, which could enable thc Soviet Union to
influeuce the pelitical develepment im Portugal,

¢) In order to answer this and the fellowing qucsilons concerning Spain,

| P/W etates first that on the basic of his official activity he has indeced

& reliagble knewledge of the gen-ral development of the Spanish-German re~
latisus during the war, but that dstalls concerniag the work of the Gerwaa
representatives in Spain and especlally ths activitiecs of agents are unknown
te him, Naturally thess aat*avs warse considered top secict, thus only thoss
persens who handled them personally can give lulciwatien on thems Amoug them
we have te include first the men in charge of the "Abwehr", the military
attaches and the police attaches who have besn &t the German embussy in Madrid.
P/W doss not even know the names of the people who Luve held those positions
during the war, P/W knows nothing atout the proportions of the iafiltration
of the German sgents into tlhe departments of the Spanlsh goverament, particu~
larly the Department of Justice,

f{2£) In Berlin, the impression increassd as the war progresssd that in Spain
wvhenever any question of any importance arcss licira was only one person to be
considsred, & parson very hard to influence, Gensralissimo Franco himself,

His brether ia lwa, Serrsno Sudler was his fereign minister during ths first
years of war, and for & time he certainly sxertad the greates” influsuce on
Geraman~Spanish relations amd his advice was heeded bty Franco, Suner showed
definits friendship towards Germany, but Hitler and Ridbbesutrep did not trust
him, They tock him for the man whe thwarted at the and Spain!s entry into

the war on the side of the Axis, thinking that influences frow the Vatican de-
termined SuBerts attitude, They thought that Suler, being & former pupil of

t{he Jesults, was particularly acessidle te those influences., Hitler und Ridbea~
trop did not think much ef Count Dordana, SuFei's successor; They telisved

he limited himsalf te following Francols erders without positively using nils
influence with ¥rauce fer German wishes, Of tha ether Spanish cadizet members
the minister of cemmerce, Carcelles, and the ministar for the Fglange, Varrcss,
wers believed te be faverably inclined tewards Germany, tul sven thess two

persons rewainad strictly insids the limits drawn for them by France's dircctions,

Of a1l the Spanlsh smbassalsrs in Berlin during the war only General Tispinesa
de los Menteres mcquired the reputatien of being really freladly toewards Germany,
and it was known ia Berlin that he hald very little influsses ia Madrid, Tle
ambassador Videl y Soure (?) , who reprssented Spain iu Berlin during the last
years ¢f the war was alrsady preceded by ths reputatien ef baing aa anglophile:
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his attitude in Berlin did not contradict this}y eince he meintained an
unbpokaen, coal resarve,

Germany withoui any deudbt had quite a few sjyuwpathlzers among the Spanish
Gensrals from ths time of the Civil War, such as the Generals Moscarde and
Queipe de Llane, but the first Jld not have any political influence and the
second had breoken with France and during most of the war had lived in Rome

ir & kind of exile, Actusl lmportance was attriduted by Hitler and Ribbexm
trep to enly ona man out ef this spehre, Gensral Munes Grandes, whe led

the Spanish Blue Divigler sucessfully on the Zastsrn Froat and who was bew
lisved to be abtle to exercise strong pelitical influenle even on France,'

This influsnce howsver remained rather meager and uusatisfactory in cemparisen
to the desires entertained by Hitler and Ribbentrop.

{2) As examples for officiml Spanish collaboraiien with Germany the following
are mentiecnsdl In the field of fereign pelitics Spain showed herself to the
world principally by her partnership in the Anti~Komintern pact., When Ridbbenw
trep iavited all fereign ministers of the Anti-Kemintern pact couatries te
Berlin in the ende eof 1941 te be present at a celebration ef the entry inte
the pact of seme edditional countries like Finland and Danmark no less than
the Spanish Foreign Minigter Suner appeared in the capital of the Thirad
Reich, Furthermore Spain, liks Turkey, though leaning to the stlisr side, did
not call harself "neutral" but "nen-belligarent" in the first years of the
vare Later, however, when the chances of victory for Germany were vanishing
mere and more, France returncd purposely te neutrality.

In regard te military cellaboratisn between Germany and Spaln, in the sphere

of the Navy, Spain's attitude was very valuable for Gsrmany, becauss German
gubmarines ceuld count ¢u assistance in Spanish porte, and the stipulations

of intsraatienal law abtcut the antrance inte nentral ports of warships ef
belligerent parties were interpeeted by Spain ia ways faverable to Gerwmany.

But Spein becawus .ore and mere reservad, rather thaan friendller, im the

course of ihe years, so as not to give causa ts any cemplaiuis by the ceuntiries
2t war with Germaay.

In the field oi economic poliey Germany had & special intercst im Spain on

dccount of tungsten iImpoerts sssential fer the German war economy., Therefers,

&«fter the French armistice and the reopening of the overland communications

vith Spein & lively exchange of gcods dsveloped between Usrmany amnd Spain in
which the Spaniards showed special interest in deliveries of Germsn war materiale
But this exchange of geods probably did not really satisfy the wishes of

either side, ror the German imports from Spain, in any case, coasiderable diffi-
culty arese in the calculation of prices and payments, till they stopped alto-
gether in 1944 follewing the pretest of the US and Great Britaiu against the tungs
gten delievsries. In cennection with the Spanish desires for war material delieveries
Adolf Hitler wished as late as the beginning of 1943 te enlarge the talks about
thea to German-Spanish Gensral Staff talks for a possible common comduct of the
wars But France agreed to this wish enly for appearance's sake; actually nothing
ever came of it,

~10 SﬁCk“ﬁ


http://aain.ta.insd

3&\&«\»%« o
To a greater extent collaborations with Spain developed in the field of press

and radie. Here the German departmente in Spain seccesded ia the first years

of the war in getting positive results in the form ef effectiive influence on

the Spanish press and in the mediatien of Spain to werk more intensively on the
countries of Central smnd Ssuth Americas In the further course of the war,

however, france found this lnconvenient ard collaboratieca became thinner and
thinner, until finally direct orders were giver im Madrid to make the Spanish
press appear completeoly nemtral, In the field of public relatiemns, incidentelly,
thers were even occasional cleshss between Berlia and Madrid. Frexnce, who feld
uneasy about the end of the war, liked to have appear in ths Spanish press
occasionally articles or even a series of articles advecating a compromise peace
betwesan the belligersnt parties, Ian 1943 Count Jeardena and Franco himselfl expressed
this 1dea even in public speeches, which then were taken up and circulated wide~
ly by the Spanish press and redioa This was thoroughly embarrassing to Hitler and
Ribbeatrop, They wers afraid that in ceuntries at war with Germany these Spanisi
utterances could be taken as Gesrman psace feelers and sesn as & sign of weakness
of Germany., The Garuwean ambascalor in Madrid was ordered in each of these cases

te protest to Franco persernally; he was teo declare that for Gerwany thers existed
only one goal in this war ——— victory —~——— and that Spanish suggestions for a
coupromise peace were contrary to German intereste, bscause they could be iater-
preted as though Germany were tired of war and lecking for possibilities of peace,
&ud that was entlrely sut of the guestion,

$h) The Spanish Foreiga Minister Lequerica was Spanish awbassador in Faris (or,
Vichy) befere he took over this offica, He disclosed a pre~German attitude during
his terw, When he became Foreign Minister France was elready resolved 1o ramain
neyutral under any circumstsuces during the progress of the war and ust to give

sny possidle cause for complaints to the US and Great Britain, se that Lequerica
alse had to conform strictly te this diraction, P/W believes that he did s, though
preserving the appearance of frliendship., At any rete, Germany did not get any fur~
ther wits him than hed been the case with Jordanas.

(1) Ter reasons menticasd sbave wnder (e) P/W cannot say how far the Spaniards
collaberated with the Germans in the field of informatiecn gathering eervices,
The development was probably tlhe sane hers as generally in the charscter of
German—-Spanish cellaberation; the Spaniards showed themselves more reservad

as the war went on. Finally they made even the regquest at the iustance of the
British te withdraw from Spain numerous Germens who were suppessd te be active
in the infermation gathering service. A special chapter was the activity eof the
German consulate at Tanger, which after the landing of the Americans and British
in French Nerth Africa in the ende of 1942 ané «ftsr the move of the de Gaulle
committes to Algiers was naturally an lmpertaunt oulpoest of observatlon for Germany.
This agency had finally to discontinue its ac*ivities at the reques! of Spala.

{1) The qusesgtion of an satry of Spaln into the war on the side of the Axis powsrs
wag the subJect of & personal talk between Hitler and Franco in the presence of
Serranc Suner wad Ribbsntrop in Hendaye at the end cf Cotober 1940. Hitler then went
te the Spanisch border sololy te persuzde Spain to enter the war; he consliderel it,
80 te say, as an obdligation of Spain in returning her thanks for the aid which
France received from Germany and Italy during the Spanish Civil War, As far as

P/W knows the Spanish degires, annouunced even bsfore the cenference of Hendaye,

were the restitution of Gibraltar, the acquisition eof &ll of Marecce and a part
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of thie Lepartmeal of Oran with the city of Cran, which was ence a Spanish
posscsesion ia centurise gene by. Besides, the Spaniards named several condie
tions an which their entry into the war had te depend; these cenditions

comprised extensive deliveries of material and feod., In regard to the territerial
desires no definite promisc was given te the Spaniards by Hitler in Hendaye.

He chould hardly make such a pircuise because in ths days preceding and fellowing
tuz confernece at Hendaye he had the talks with Fetein and Laval in Mcnteire in
which the French as a compensation far a policy of cellaberation wantea the
promise of Hitler that the French calonial empire in Africa we 1d remain unteuched,
It wes unfitting under the circupistences te assure the Spaniards of & realization
of their desires end simultanzously to keep the Freuch in line, all the more seo
ag the Italiens had 2lso announced aspirations te the French colenial empire in
Africa, Spaniards and French theraefere had to be satisfied with vague and

guerded assurances,

Besides, Franco himsell was nat ready to comiait himself in Hendaye, beyond vague
end guarded cesuraucee, He presented the point of view that Spain was so exhaus-
ted by the Civil War and in such a dire e¢conemic positiosa that this situatien

had first of all to be improved before she could enter the war, The aetermina~
tien of the tirs for this wes to be reserved to himsslf, With it Franco aetuwally
reserved himgelf his furth=r freedom of decieion. The conference went er into

the late night purs, and the fight over the writtan text of the agreswent toock
the rest of the night until the nexf morning, wher Hitler and Franco had already
departed. Both parties probably looked hack on this conference with a certein
engar; Hitler, because he wac act able to dissuade France frouw his reservsations,
and Franco bsceuse he had seen himself facing a pressure incoenvenient to him and
contrary to his cGeliberate character, P/W does not knovw whether Branco later

on really and sincerely still followed up the idea of Spein's entering the

war, or whetlier he only put up an appeareuce for Germany of doing se, He prebably
Just wanted to see how the war was going to aevelops Latcr on he certainly was
afraid that the cessation of grain and oil delieveries from America would again
give rise to a desparates situation in Spain; and again later on, with the landing
of the Americans and British in French North Africa in November 1942, he gained the
conviction that Hitler and Muesolini could not win the war any more after all,

As a desirable goal he then thought of & coeupromise peace and changsd resolutely
from the policy of & non~belligersnt to the policy of neutrality, Hitler and
Fibbentrep thereupon considersd Franco as mom or less a man who broke hlg word,
In their minds they werc not ffiendly to him any more but utterly reserved,
Actually it was & severe setback for Eitler to have lost by Francols attitude
the possibility for blockading the Straits of Gibradltar from both shores after
the Mediterrensan had bscome a theater of war by Italy's satry into the war,
This could have beceme of greatest importance for the whole further development
of the war. As late as the spring of 1943 Mussolini came back to the idea of
winning Franco over to eatering the war afier all. But by this time Franco was defie
nitely against joining the Axis,

(k) P/¥ can not snswer this question,

a

b |
3
ey
& e

e W

RET

(;?



