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P/® 1 von RINTELEN, Emil Interrogated by:
Rank : Ambassador at large Capt. BROLLWEG,

nit : Foreisn Off'ice, Berlin
Captds 7 May 1945 = Garmisch~Patenkirchen.

Veracity: Believed reliabla.

Report 1 Answer to questionnaire submitted by Political Branch, MIS, dated
7 August 1946. (Answers to FULAND; ae be and 6.), (Other snswers

to follow in later reyorts).
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P/fi's Introduction:

, Although P/W was on the staff of the German embassy in
Warszawa (VWarsaw) as councillor from 1929 to 1932, he hms had nothing to do
with the Polish question offioially since that time. From 1932 to 1940 he
was chief of seotion for western Europe in the Foreign 0ffice, thus having
nothing to do with Polend. After 1938 the Foreipgn Office no longer had jur~
isdiction over Polish matters as the Ceneralgouvernement in EKrakow, with
the General-gouverneur Reicheminister Frank as chief, was not subordinate te
the Foreign Office but was immediately under Adolf Hitler. The Foreign
Office had a representative with the Ueneralgouveneur in Krakow (Ambassador
von WUEHLISCH, who died during the war, and later Couneiller of the Pmbassy
SCHUMBURG ), These representatives submitted only oecasional reports to the
Foreign Offics treating matters relstive only to foreign policy and not to
the situation within Poland. P/W seldom saw these reports. For this reasen
P/ﬁ ocan express himself on Polish gquestions only on the basis of an soquaine=
tance with this country which he knew 1% years ago. Accordingly, the followe
ing statements on later developments have only the value of suppositions.

2. <4 Estimate relative strength of four most important Parties during 1920's
1930's, and during and after the war,

At The four most important Polish Parties at the end of the 20's and the
beginning of the 30's were: The Pllsudski-Block (Blok Bespartijni =
non=-party block, abbroviated as BB), the Peasant Party, the Sooial Dem=
ocrats, and the National Democrats (the so-ecalled Endecja)s In sddition,
the Ukrainiens formed a speoial group, i.e. the representatives of the
so=called UNDO of the Ukrainian population of eastern GCaliolia, and a
smaller nuaber of representativea of the German minority. P/W no longer
remembers details on the strength of the various parties. During the
first years of the Pilsudski regime the Pilsudski Block controlled only a
minority of the seats in the Polish Sojme It did not achieve a majority
until the new elcction about 1830, an election, however, which csn in no
wise be considered as a free election in the western Zuropean or Ameriocan
demooratic sense, but one held under heavy pressure by the regime. Pole~
ish parties had noticeably strong regional ties.
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This was particularly true of the lstional Usmoorats, the midile class
party which sharply opposed the Pllsudski regime. The Nationsl uemo=-
erats wore reoruited dhiefly from those parts of Poland which had formerly
beslonged to Prussis, 1.0, the distrikots of [oznun, Torun, and Katowice,
with the oity of Posnan ss fossl point. fThe icoial Demoorats naturally
were laborers from the industrial centers of the ocountry, i.0. first of
all Silesis as well as the iarssawa distriot, The Feusant Party and

the Pilsudski Hlock were both represented in "Kongresspolea”, i.e. the

 former Hussian part of Poland (im the partivion of 1813) and western

Galicia, whils eastern Galicla returned chiefly Ukrainien representatives,
The Peasant Party, the Sooial Lemoorats, and the Hautionel Democrats re-
presented the 8 principal fastors in the olish population, i.8. the
farmers, the industrial workers, sand the bourrecisie, with the condition
in respect to the latter that the National Demoorsts were principelly from
former Prussisn territory and had & proNoun€ed chauvinistioc and clerical
trend., Naturally all tnose direotly depesndent on the regime, such a3
government officlals, voted for the rilsudsgki Jlosk, but the Llock also
had assured sunpport among ot-er parts of the population, in the “ilna

ares and all those parts of roland which had sulfered in the “oviet attack
of 1920, In theae rogions Marshal Pilsudski's popularity as "Liberator
from the Bolshevists™ was still stronge.

Estimate tho degree and nature of opposition to Pilsudski's coup 4' etat,
passage of the 18356 oconstitution, and the leck- migly-liydz~tioseick re=
gime, Desoribe political orientation and methods of this regime.

Pilsudski's coup 42 etat in 1926 was decided by the street fighting in
Varaszawa, Of great importance for its succeas was that part of the Fol~
ish officers corps whioh had disliked the previous parliamentary system
andiBaw in Pgleudaki the great Polish patriot and naiional heroe. The
nusleus of his supporters was formed principally of officers who had ve-
longed to the Folls h Lsgion, that legion which Filsudaki put together,
In Austrian Guliocia during the first V.orld nar to fight the Kussians,
The old leglonaires were the main aupport of the Pllsudski regime; e
considereble part of the so-called top prpup whioh played the chief role
with in the Fllsudski Block was reoruite?grnm this groupe Opposed to
Pilaudski, on the cther hand, were those officers who had bulonged to
General Heller's army in France during Vorld %er 1. Oikorski and Zeli-
gowski were the best ¥nown of the opposition gensrals. In hla tie, the
latter had secured #1lnm for Poland as & swprise and against Lhe vote
of the N1lied and assooimted chief pewers of those dayss ‘hen the mile
itary decision in ¥arszswas went in fewor of iilsudcki, this opposition
was condemned to oblivion. General Zajorski, notorlous for his opposi=-
tion, was omlled to . arszawa by Pilsudski for u conference; he vunished
on the very day of his arrival without leaving a trece. 7The people of
Poland scocepted the coup d'etat. Pilsudakl was slever enough to allow
them 8 vent in the Sejm where the opposition occuld blow off ntown without
being able to ohange the goccaplilshed fact,
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Pilsudski's art of governing consisted chiefly of most cleverly disguising
with legal camouflege what was in sctuality a real dictatorship. In eon
trast to Mussolini or Hitler, who placed themselves at the head of an un=-
equivocally diotatorial regime as Duce or Fuehrer, Pilsudski was satisfied with
the position of Minister of War and allowed Parliament to go peacefully on,
although he hated it. 'hen he was nominated for president, he declined the
honor., It sufficed for him to be Minlster of Var of the army virtuw'e of
that offioce,to have the actual power of the State in his own handse The
office of president and the ministerial posts he turned over to trusted
friends, Of ocourse he quieckly purged the army of all the slements in the
officer corps which he did not deem reliable. Parliement was foreced to
oomply with this fect and did so finslly despite much eriticism and complaing.
Some years later when the opposition became too open, Pilsudski took strong
messures against it. The leading representatives of the opposition were
gelzed in their beds at night and oarried off to the prison of Srest-Litvesk
where it might be supprosed they did not receive the best treatment. This
broke the backbone of the opposition. 7The victorious election for the Pile
sudski ilock confirmed this fnd the Polish constitution of 1938 was just the
final blow to the newly oreated foroces,

The forelgn policy of the Fibsudskl regime was characterised by a
strong mistrust of Moscow and & striving to throw offjighardisnship of{Yench.
PMlsudski's anti-ifoscow position was the result of his pest as a revolutionary
and conspirator in former Russian Poeland, of the many yoars which he was
forced to spend in Russian prison@, and of the belief he had held from his
youth on that Eunaidun%_tho Qfog-onemy of Polande He was decidedly cool to=
wards France, FHe once bty the agreoment 48 the presence o ench
military mission in folend in a decidedly #ew=brusque form. He threatened
the Lithusnian government with war from time to time. He regarded the existe-
ence of e special Lithuanian State as completely unjustified; in his opinion
Lithuania belonged to Foland. He liked to oall himself "Lithuanian® (he
came from the region of “ilna)s iHelations with Germany were slways strained
as a result of the effects of the Versailles treaty (the corridor question,
Upper 5ilesia) although Pilsudski personally did not share the anti-German
attitude of the National Demoorets. !is readiness to effect better relations
with Germany was shown when he immediately agreed to Hitler's sugpestion for
GermansPolish conferences (Erklaerungsaustausch). Polish relstions with Hune
gary end iumanis, in which Pilsudski probably saw allies against the Kussians,
were goods The Hoscickie=Ryds Smigly-leck regime, in offioce from 1936 to 1939
in Poland, naturally lacked the great personal prestige of Pilsudski. Feor
that resson it enjoyed less respect than the Marshal's regime samong the popu=
lation and exhibited a correspondingly greater readiness to listen to the
opposition and particularly to National Democratic ideas. President loscicki
was personally esteemed but possessed little authority after the long years
of being overshadowed by the towering personality of the Marshal. Beck was a
typiecal representative of the top group which had succeeded in pushing the
former Foreign Winister Zaleski out of his post during the Pilsudski regime.
He too had little authority of popularity among the people. A storg about
Marshal Hyds Smigly which was being told atbout 1880 in ¥Warsazawa oircles in
the neighborhood of Delvedere, the Marshal's estate, deserves mention here.
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At that time the Marshel (Pilsudski) said to his two most faithful and dsvoted
generals, iyd: Smigly and Orliocsg Dreszers "Naturally you both want to be my
successor but you will never succeed. You will ses, my sucoessor will be that
plg, Sikorskil * Joon after, Orllce Dresszer orashed in a plane. &kydz Smigly
did indeod became igrshal of Foland sfter Pilsudski bnt a few yesrs later
Mosoioki's successor called upon Genersl ulkorski to head the Folish iLmigre
Government in Londone This development vaslolear sign of how far removed from
the spirit of Pilsudski that Pollsh political cirele which was bzsed on the
constitution of 1835 had come.

At first reck's foreipgn policy l'ollowed the lines set down by Filsudski
but disolosed & growing unsertainity in its relations with Germanye. ‘hen in
1939 Ritler approached Poland with s categorical demand for a settlement of the
Corridor queatlon, Beck sought a counter~balance in the western Luropean nowers.
The English~Palish reciprocal sid treaty determined the FPolish attitude and they
refused to comply with the German demands., In the interisr, the Lids umiply
regime pursued & moderate course, hopling to gradually win over the opposition
to the 1936 canstftution. P/W doeas not know to what extent this wa. successful,

Degree of Polish opposition to the U,5.5.R. by vlesses from 1928 to the
present time.

In 1930 the Folish people were unified in thelir opposition to Scvietlhiussia.
This was true of all classes of the population. It must ve remarfed in this
respeot that in the formor hKussian territories the fesling of the threat of
the Soviet Union was cansidurably stronger than in those parts of the country
whioh had foarmerly belonged to Vermany snd Austris. The memory of the past
and the expsrience of the Soviet attanok in 1920 which was not atopped until
the "mirscle on the ielichsel” acoount for thate The industrial workers fol=-
fowed the line of the “colal Democratic P,riy whioch looked to the west and
not to toscow., The oountry population and the bourgeoisie were strongly un-
der the influence of the Catholic olergy who nsturally saw great danger in
the threat of Lolshevisme The loviet Union might well have counted on the
land-hungry egriocultural workers of eastern Foland for support but, gaide
from the influsnce of the Clergy, the iiussian Kolkhos system frightened the
Poles away, for what they wanted was land of their own., Thare 48 rno reason
to believe that there have been any considerable changes in tiis mattersince
1950, On the contrery, the RKussian msroh inte the whole egatern partof Pol=-
and in 1939 and the popular vote instituted thereafter doubtless have con=
abderably strengtnened the anti-ioviet atiitude of the major portion of the
Polish populgtion. If the Wetional Socimlist regime had oreated a sensible
and moderate occupation government in the so=-called Generalgouvernemsnt,
Germmny would without s doubt hmuve been abile %o capitalize on the situatiome

PVW does not know to what oxtent Soviet progaganda and ths promises
of the Lublin liveratien committee may have changed the situntion desoribed
sbove, 1t ocan be assumed that the promise of a radiosl agrarian reform will
find sympathetioc ears among the rural populstion aand that the industrial
workers particularly in Upper Silesia will show thomselves much more favoere
able than formerly to the influence of Mo eow in viev of the present pres~
tige end dominating might of the Soviet ¥mlon in Eastern Europe.
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Therefiore, it can be expected that the unified dielike of Kussia smong the
Polish people will begin to crumble. The advence of the western borders of
Poland to the Oder and the Neisse will give the new Poland mors territory -~
at Cerman expense -~ than the chauvinistiec Polish Nationsalists ever dresmed
ofs For the present, however, it is very doubtful whether that will remove

the opprosition to ‘lozsow by nationalist olrcles of the Polish borgeoisis
and other parts of the Pclish population.
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