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R SEARCH AND ANALYSIS BRANCH I 
BIOGRAPHICAL REPORT Region: J 1 a, J 1 bl 

Occupation*« 6A, 2$A, 

25F 

Political 
Attitude2 13 

Name: POSSE, Hans Ernst 

Nationality: German 

Region: B~erlin-Zehlendorf, Irmgardstrasse 22 

Positions: Staatssekretär (State Secretary) in the Reich Ministry of Economics« 

1 9 3 3 — 
Stellvertreter des Generalbevollmachtirfcn für die Eirtschaft 
"(Deputy of the Commissioner General for the Gorman Economy -
Funk), 1939 (?)— , 4 

Member of the Board of Directors, Vereinigte Aluminium-, ,'erke AG, 
Berlin, .-.-. ,,-..,. 

Reichskommissar für den Unilever Konzern (Reich Commissioner for 
•Ehe Unilever Concern), etc. 

Education: Posse studied law at the Universities of Berlin and Bonn, 

'«'/ork and Political History: Posse passed his civil service examination 
(Referendar) in 1909 and entered the district administration in 
Cologne'» Subsequently he served with the count./ administration 
(Landratamt) in Beuthen, Upper Silesia, and in 1913 bec.'.ie a 
consultant (Hilfsarbeiter) in the Prussian Ministry of Commerce 
and Trade (Ministerium für Handel und Gewerbe)» He was promoted 
to the rank of Llinis'teriairat and in 192h shifted from the 
Prussian to the Reich Administration, becoming hea»d of the tariff 
and trade division (zoli-und handelspolitische Abteilung) of the 
Reich Ministry of Economics» 

As soon as the Nazis came to power (1933)» he was promoted to 
the position of State secretary(Staatssekretär) in the Reich 
Ministry of Economics and at the same time was appointed State 
Secretary in the Prussian Ministry of Commerce and Trade» After 
the outbreak of the present war, he was appointed Deputy of 
Eunlc as Commissioner General for the German Economy (Stellvertreter 
des Generülbevollmachtigen für die V.lrtschaft) <> The Commissioner 
General for the German Economy was a member of the Ministerial 
Council for the Defense of the Reich (Ministerrat für die 
Reichsverteidigung)» He controlled the Civilian sector, of the 
German war economy, in particular the Ministry of Economics, the 
Ministry of Eood and Agriculture, the Office of the Reich Forest 
Master and the wholÄ corporative organization (National and Economic 
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Groups) of German business and industry established by the 
Nazis in 193^ • 

posse was connected with two important business enterprises 
controlled by Vereinigte Industrie Unternehmungen IC (VIAG), 
the Reich holding comoany» de was (f/om 1929 on) a member of 
the Board of Directors of Vereinigte Alum.nium-l.erke A3, (owned 
90 percent by VIAG), the largest German aluminum concern which 
accounted for about 70 percent of German aluminum output« He 
was likewise a member of the Hoard of Directors of Deutsche 
Revisions und Treuhand AG. 

De was a member of the Board (-Verwaltun̂ srat) of the 
Reichskreditkasse the German Military banking organisation which 
had"an important part in the economic exploitation of German 
Occupied Countries. Posse was also Reich Commissioner of the 
Dutch Unilever Concern, the world's largest vegetable oil, fat, 
and soap concern. 

As of I9U1-19U2 Posse is listed as a member of the Board 
, of Directors of Schuffer f.- Budenberg. GmbH, Magdeburg,, a machinery 
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producing concern» 

Summary: Bv v i r tue of h i s pos i t ions as State Secretary in the Reich Ministry 
of Economics> as Deputy of the Commissioner General for the 
German Economy (Funk), as member of the Board of Directors of 
Vereinigte Almninum-flerke AG and the Reichskreditkasse and as 
Reich Commissioner for the Unilever Concern, Posse i s responsible 
for determining and excuting Nazi economic po l i c i e s in Germany and 
in German Occupied Europe» 

Sources: OSS Source S, May 19^5° 
OSS Source F, I' 33'6~2 T, 1 Februar/ I9J.&0 
"Würdenträger im Drit ten Reich, i9lj3» 
Wer Le i te t , 197il-l9H2o 
2£J£kä2ii?s^ülir^£^2^£Sj» 1935 c 

BR-Ä 
29 May 19lt5 

This record is a summary of such intelligence (from one or 
more sources as indicated) as was available at the time of 
preparation. It may consequently be subject to amendment 
by additional or more recent intelligence« Index numbers and 
letters are solely for indexing statements in the reporto 
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