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PORSCHE, Ferdinand 

German 

S t u t t g a r t ZMffenhausen^, 
. Spitalwaldstrass« 2 

Head of Panzerknamissi on 
(Tank CoiaalsÄ onf in the 
Reich l i in i s t ry cf Armament 
and War Productions 19^1=—<, 

Headcf i\rboltsjgrme:ürig.chgft fur 
L^^|€lfttJi^oJlct_oren (forking 
CeaEittee for Air Cooled jLnginc?) 
in the ReicnMLnistry of Armament 
andlaräroductioa, l^j.2—-

GeneralManager of Volkswagen GmbHj 
Fallerxleben« 
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»lorair Cpart time professor) 
at the rachnisclie Hochschule, Stuttgart, 

Birth Date and Place: 3 November i8?5j Maffersdorfj Czechoslovakia 

frorkaad Political History: 

For some time Forsche was tochnical manager of the St3yr automobile works in 
Upper Austria, where he designed ant. developed the Au3tro=Dainier aitcmobile 
models« About 1?2U| according to an interview source,, he-was appointed oo« 
manager of the Daimler Motorenges ellschaft in Stuttgart, which subsequently 
merged with the tens automobile manufacturing company under the name of Daimler-
Bene AG. Porsche is seid t< have designed mainly heavy types of cars for racing 
purposes. He remained Direktor (Manager) and a member of the Management Board 

JCl oi'Standtsmitglied) of Dals Ier~Beng JIG until 1928, when, according to inter-
vie?: source, Wilhelm Kassel \qTvTl forced him out of the company, because he 
considered Porsche's construction uneconomical.„ Porsche established himself as 
atensuitant engineer in Stuttgart« 
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Ler is said to have consulted Porsche frequently or. technical problems0 At " 
rate Porsche was entrusted with the execution of cne of the favorite Naai 
2aes, the designing and construction of the yoilcg'/fĝ eg (Peoples Car), a low 
t automobile for the German masses. As the scheme did not find any support ' 
.m.private industry, it was sponsored by the German Labor Front« Porsche was 
B Leiter and Betriebsführer (Head and General Manager) of Volkswagen GMBH, 
h the main "plant db "Stadt des Kraft durcl̂ Brtude WagsnSjn near Fallersleben, 
Ingenj and tao branch plants at BraunschweiO and Ustronu The money-and equip-
collected for the imrufactare of the Volkswager, iowever, was diverted to» 
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were produced in increasing quantities at the Fallersleben plant under 
Porsche's direct!on0 

The experience and skill that Porsche displayed ;.n designing -tanks lead to 
his appointment in June 191*1 as head of the newly created Panzer K:namis3ion 
(Tank Commission) in the Reich Ministry of Armament and T'ar Production,. Its 
main function was research and development in the field of tank production• 
In addition Porsche was appointed Head of the Working Committee for Air Cooled 
Engines >(Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Luftgekühlte- Motoren), 

Porsche wa3 Honorarprofessor (part time professor) at the Technise/io Hocfrffchulg 
(Institute of Technology! in Stuttgart (frets 19U0 ? on) „ He received many-" 
honors from the Nazis«, he was given the title of VJehri7irtschg.ftsf'.tl-irer> which 
is .granted only to keymen in the German war economy who are~in excellent 
standing with the Nasi Party» Seme also named Pionier der Arbeit (Pioneer 
of Labor by Hitler0 
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By virtue of his positions aabirector of Volkswagen GmbH, as well as his 
positions as Head of the Tank Commission and the Working Committee for Air 
cooled Engines in the Reich Ministry of Armament and War Production,, Pouche 
has played an important part in equipping the Nasi war machine, and shares 
in the responsibility for determing and executing; Nasi Economic policies«, 

Sources« OSS, Source D, 5 -July 19kh 
OSS, Br-FU #3807, 19 June 19hh 
Frankfurter Zeitung, k May 19h2. 
ftho is Who in Nasi Germany.« 19UH. 
Würdenträger im Dritte^i_R^icn, 5.91*3 <> 
War Leitet. 19U1-19IJ2. 
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This record is a summary of such intelligence (from cne or more sources as indi­
cated) as was available at the time of preparation» It may consequent:.̂  be sub­
ject to amendment by additional or more recent intelligence,> Index xmnbers and 
letters are solely for indexing statements in the report« 
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