OFFICE (F STRATEGIC SERVICES - RESTRICIED
RESEARCH AND ARALYSTS BRANCH :
DIOGRAPHICAL ENPORT Tndex of Stataments

in Repors
Hame s PCRSCHE, Ferdinand . Region: H1la, J la

Naticnality: German Occupation: 64, 22 D,

25G,
Regi.on: Stutigart Zulfenhaueen, '

 Spitalwaidatrasse 2 Pclitical
Attituda: 13
Positions: Head of Panzerkommission
{Tark Comalssion, in the
Redich Ministry € Armament
and Wa> Production, 19U4l=—-.

Head & jrbeifsgemeinschaft fir

Luft gﬁy&hk Lo Mctoren (I‘Jork: ng

Coumittes fox Air Cooled Engines) ;
in the Re“ct\mm try of Armament

ar.cl‘:’s.a.:.“‘“‘%?ron setion , 1902m=c

Geperalibnager of Velkswsagen Gmbl,
Fgllersisben,

norarei~fess v (part time professor) o
at the Ie hmscne Hocm*hule Stuttgart, % 2{

- o PN
Tehrririschafy

Birth Date and Place: 3 Novembar 1875; Maffersdorf, Czecheslovakia

Wwork ma Poldtical History:

For some tine Forsche was t“cmical manager of the Stzyr automobile works in

Upper Austria, where he des:igrned and developed the Austre=Daimler antomobile
molels, Abeut 192, accordéing to an interview source, he was zppointed co=

nanager of the Da_mler Hoterengesellschalt in Stuttgart, which subsequently

merged with the [enz automeiile manviaciuring company under the name of Daimler-
Beuy AG. Porsche is seid to have desigred mainly heavy types of cars for racing
purpeses, le remained] }irsH or (Manager) and a member of the Management Board |
J(Jorstandsmitglied) of Daisler-Benz AG until 1928, when, according to inter- :
view source, Wiihola Kissel (q.v.) forced him out of the company, bscause he
asorsidered Porsche’s censirvetion uneconemical., Porsche established himself as
accasultant engineer in Stutigart.

Hitler is said to have consulted Porsche freqvently on technical problems. At
any rate Porsche was entrusizd with the execuiion of cne of the favorite Nazi

£

schomes, the designing and ~onstruction of the Volkswagem (Peoples Car), a low i

cost sutomebile for the Jerman masses. As the scheme did net find any support - |

fronm. peivate industry, it was aponsored by the Cerman Labor Front. Porsche was 1

m;ﬂ o Leiter mel Betrichsfthroer {lead and Geneval E&an'l.g°"') of Volkswagen GMBH, e i

5% :l—:éwié ain plent ik t3tedt des Kraf't Juml{u"f“a{e Wagzns,"” near Fallersleben, ;‘?ﬁ
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were produced in inereising queantities at the Fallerasleben plant uader
Porache's direction,

The experience and skill that Porsche displayed In designing +anks lead to

his appointment in June 1941 as head of the newly created Panzer Koumission
(Tank Commission) in tle Reich Ministry of Arzemcnt and Var Production.. Its
main function was resezrch and development in the field of tenk priductlon.

In addition Porsche was appointed Head of the Working Committes for 4ir Cooled
Engines  (Arbeitsgemeinschaft £8r Lufigekihive Youoren).

Porsche was Honorarprofesscr (part time professor) at the Techniscw Hcah chulie
(Institute of Technolozy) in Stuttgart (from 1940 ? on). He receirse many
honors from the Nazis. MHe was given the title of Wehrwirtscheltel trer, which
is g ranted only to ksynen in the German war econumly wno are in excallent
standing with the lNazi Party. Hevas also named Pionier der Ardsit (Pionecr

of Labor by Hitler. ’

Sumary:

By virtue of his positions a%D1rocto~ of V07kswag en CabH, =8 well ao his
w positions &s Head of the Tank Cormission and the Working Ccmmlttee Tor Air
: cooled Engines in the Reich Ministry of Armament and War Production, Povche
- has played an impertant part in equipping the Haud wer machire, and shares
in the responsiblility for determing and ecxscuting Nazi bconomie poilcies.
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