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fcudwig («Luta») On Occupation 
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Cn PoliU'-al 
Berlin W. 68s Wilhelmsplata 1 Affiliv.ti :us: 

(business) 
Berlin-Zehlendcrf, Ihislallea 3? (ho»aa) 

Prime Minister, Minister of Poreigaa Affairs &nd 
Finance;, 2/ 

i.e. 

Birth Bate sad Places 23 August 1887, Rathaansdorf, Anhalt 

Religion» Protestant (attended services coner.cted by Hien&lle 

Family History? Krosigk i s the son of V.rlc'n. Adolf von Krosigk (1829-lJlj} bj 
his second wife, Luise Gräfin (Countess) von Schwerin (1958*1920) ~i ths 
branch of the family. 

Subject was adopted on 17 May 1925, at tea age of 37, by his mother's brc 
Alfred Graf von Schwerin, Since that time Johann Ludwig von £rcsl>vl: es?.* 
naiae ond t i t l e of Graf Schwerin von Krosigfc. 

He married his half-wiec©, Ehreaigard von Plettcstbfcrg (bora 18?*?} in 'izvzi 
16 February 1919» They have eight children bens betvreen 1920 end 192&, J 

Education and Rork History* Schnv€rin von Krosigk attended t h Slosterscbi?-« I 
leben» Upon rradnat'on in 1905 he studied la& snö political, science a t I 
universities of Lausanne, Oxford and Halls,, 

1909 First state lav examination at the Oberlaudwflg«vicht .\aur;tburg 

1909 Referendar (law clerk) at the d i s t r i c t c u r t In Sfcassfurt 

1909-1910 Voluntary military service with the 2nd Pötaeranian Uhlan sgt, 

1910 

191U 

Government clerk (ReRlerunftsrefereadar) in the District ,:\';h.'., '.-
stration, Stettin 

Etegierung&assesscr 

191U« 191.8 Service in T'orld "-Vrr I as first lieutenant; woundedj daenrcved 
•3riL**sh the Iron Gros a Classes I and II. 

1919 Ragiemngsassesaor in the cennty administration (Laivir^i-i x) in 
Hindenburgy Uppei Silesia 

1920 Regierunj^srat (Government councillor) 5n the Reich fcUn?."try of 
F'Lr̂ ancs • 
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SCHWERIN von KBOSIGE, Graf Johann Ludwig («Lutz«) - 2 * CGE'̂ Il? 2 I\rAL 

Education and Coric Histoids (cent.) 

1922 Oberregierungsrat in the Reich Ministry of Finance 

192li Ministerialrat (Ministerial Councillor) if, the reich L!irdsti-> 
of Finance 

1925 Generalrefersnt fur den Reichshaushalt (official in ehe.?'; •• -1' 
paring and supervising the budget of the German Reich) 

1 January 1929 Minist.rialdirektor (division chief) apä ho&d of the r-i..••vi­
sion of the Heich Ministry of Finance * 

2 July 1932 Heich Ulster of Finance in the Papen Cabinet end ua<? t- :':/:.. 
to date 

V 

1933 Delegate to the London Cojiferer.ee 5/ 

Member of the Academy of German Law 

May 191*5 Appointed German Foreign Minister by tenits 

Political History» Although nothing is known about Schwerin ?on ExosIt/" '•: ;<:':.' 
affiliations under-the republic, it may be pssuised, on the basic o\ hit t •: 
that he belonged to conservative circles. 

According to source 7/3 Schwerin von Krcf;igk was often a guest of the :•:•-:: 
Herrenlclub (gentlemen1 • club) where Pap««, Freiherr von Gaji, I!«y r •-. . h 
von Schleicher, and others met to prepare the cverthrow of the republic ̂ n 
sian government and the establishment of a conservative* semi-tot̂ liteurlsi:. 
Reich government. To what extent Schwerin von Srosigk participated k.;/-'-
this planning is not known. But the fact that Hinäehburgj at Papsn's in*-.,.-

appointed him Reich Minister of Finance« Indicates that the Reich Prea.ide.-h 
Papsn and his clique had full confidence in Schwerin ver Kroslgk, 

In February 1933 it was said of bisa that he would carvs any gc-1: !:< '. 6< 
he had "seven children, no money and no business ability/5 6/ 

The New lork periodical Aufbau §/ recalls, that Schwerin von II re er:: h, ..•;.., 
Reich Minister of Finance, was responsible for the robberies c;......'.' ':.."• ?r.-' 
German Jews, had written numerous letters- to Bri'ish and American "hh r h 
1933 to 1939 wherein he flatly denied all German atrocities. Especi Ily : 
nificant is Schwe-in von Kro:sigk!s letter of 8 ̂ epto-;ber 1933, quoted, by :•: 
9/, to the editor of the London Fcono;g.l3t who had informed the British pu; 
of atrocities committed in Germany against political prisoners. r̂:7:r.?in' 
this article, Schwerin von Krosigk says in the afbrocaid letter: r ..-".'•'f 
assures law, order and employment in Germany. All other statement? *r 
are only "Emigrantesilcgen*" (lies uttered by sralgr£es), 

After he was appointed Foreign Minister by D&nits in May l?/o4 h;: 
over the Hamburg radio tha".; "Germany could have saved Europe ft-.. • 
if its rear had not been threatened" 8/. A few days later Schwedin v 
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SCKTERI?! von KROSIOK, QieS Jchann Ludvrig (»LuV/«») • 5 - Cf ZT.U 

Political History: (cont.) told the German people over the Flsaahur'.? rac'io.t: 
DÖnits had ordered the unconditional surrender o£ all German forces 10/. 
ding that "in our nation justice shall be the. supreao lt»w and ihr. guiding 
priaciple»'1* In this radio speech he also de-aanded that Gar&any should rece .-• 
niTa© "law as the basis of all relations between the nation«" assuring the ;..' . i ..-
er?, that "then Germany may hope that she will again receive the freedom vit] v:.t 
•which no nation can lead a bearable and dignified exist*«*'.:*«'1 In another vci-Xo' 
speech,, delivered acme days later- over the Flensburg radiofl he c-seert-Kl •,:•.•': 
the Western Allies have virtually only the alternativa between a v;:;'.;•; ,•-:.'•';, '.;,;: : 
manjr and a Germany ruled by the Df&nits geveraaenb« 11/ IShen Schwerin vo. "re- , 
aigfc became Minister of Finance in the Hitler government in 1933s h« tras net 
a member of the Sasi Party. 3ut party membership was grunted to hia by ̂ J.tlcr 
on 30 January 193? g/* 

Evaluat5.on (according to source &f)i Schwerin von Krosigk has d<wene '.z••:'. :•'. 
hie willingae.es to serve any government« Re served the German Republic • :; 
conservative «loyal civil servant»" Ha participated in the Favor, fcc-vercs::/; tV/.t' 
put an end to the republican Prussian Government in %xüy 1932« He v-^ Kit;. :.-»s 
Minister of Finance for jsors than 12 years sad therefore shares roaponsibii.:' ty 
for Crimes ecma&tted by this government. After Dfcnlta had hiaseli preclciu&o 
the new head of the German Reich* Schwerin von Krosigfe did not hesitate to join 
D?nit«? government as Foreign Minxfter., Of the nou-Kazis who in 1933 aact X •-•:'. 
ministerial oosts in the Nasi government, only Frana Seldte, bleich &Lni3 *£...' of 
Labor, and Schwerin von Krosigk regained in office up to the day of uncor̂ it-Lcnal"; 
surrender, and both joined the DSnitz goverrcusnt 11/* While Seldte is rcj-or-od 
to have become a member ef the ^azi party shortly after Eitler csiia to pc.,; r. 
Schwerin von Krosigk was granted party raeabersbip by Kitler cn 30 January; 
1937» Schwerin von Krosigk im position and attitude «teder the 8asi regia« : Sc 
hia as a Nazi« 

Information up to Msy 1?U5 

Sources: 1/ Taaghanbuc^d^Jjr^ 1938» p, $25J pp» li064$0? 

1/ Taschenbuch der Adeligen Heuser, Teil A, 1937, p« 267 

W Putsch— F<üireriLexikon1 193U/35 

U/lerlatlfiu 1935 

jj Cttno Horkenbaoh, Das Deutsche Reich von 1916 big Heute, 1935, *cl» !\ 

6/ OSS Scurse I, 2 May 19l*5 

7/ Friedrich Stampfer* Die lh Jahre der Braten Deutschen Republik, p, l'-J\ 

8/ Hew Tork Ti:es, 3 May 19h!», p. U o 

9/ Aufbau, Wer York, 11 May 19U$, p 7 e 3 f 

10/ New York Ti.-.ee 7 May 19;* p« 3, c, 1 

11/ Hew York Tines 15 May 194$, p.. 5, c 1 
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.*•'-• 3»; (conti) 

12/ NÖW lork Tiaea 21* May 19US, p . 9 c . 1» 

BR-6 
1 Jun<s> 19U5 

;.. ,i record is c. t:ujaraary of auch intelligence (fron one or Bore sources ae indi-
'.:.'-•. ; as ran f.vcilablc at th3 time of preparation. It saay consequently be sub« 
;'•:..:.; to aa©mfo.eni by additional or mora recent intelligence. Index nuabers and 
lectors &ro solely for indexing statements in the report0 
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