OFFICE OF U. 5. CHIZF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMIANLITY

INTERROGATION DIVILICN SUMUARY
v
Interrogation of KESIEIRING, Albert
By: Colonel C. L. Williams, 29 October 1945, a.m.
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Persons and orgenizations implicated, and subjects

1l KESSEIRING

a. Zducation and military career (2)

b. lade Commander-in-Chief South and transferred
to Rome November 1941 (2)

c. Commander of 10th and 14th Army (3)

de Vietinghoff acted for Kesselring from October
1944 to January 1945 (3)

e. Treatment of commandos (L-5)

(1) 1la Spezia incident invelving killing of
13 Americans in uniform (5-7)
(2) Hitler's order of 18 October 1942 dealing
with treatment of commandos (6)
f. Partisans (7)

(1) Extreme measures (8)
(2) Action taken by Hirmler (10-11)

g. Crder of 16 December 1942 (11)
he Visit to Fuehrer Headquarters in East Prussia
i. Order of 1 May 1944 - re Partisan treatment
(11-12)
je Order of 18 July 1944 - anti-partisan action
(13-14)
¥, Istria (15-16)
2.  WOLFF (11)
3,  GENZRAL WESTPHAL

a. Chief of Staff CBAW until 10 June 1944 (3)
lie GENERAL RCETTIGER
a. Succeeded Westphal (3)

Se GENER4L LNTON DOSTLIR (7)



6o RANIER
(2) Responsible for action against Partisans

(15-16)
T GLOBAICNIZ

(a) Police and 8S Chief in Istria (15-16)

ZDUCATION AND MILITARY BACK GROUND
Czrrer from 1906 to 1940 (p. l]g)

. Ena of November 1941, he was nanmed Comnander in
Chief South, transferred to Rone, Itulye.

Wien Tuaisian canpaign started, he becane
Coil.ander in Cnief Souuthwest. He relinquished co:anand of
the air forces to von Richthofen, shortly before the
invasion of Bicily. Re.cined in Italy until ilarch 10,1945,
when he wes namned Co..iender in Clilef ‘iect; ( 2-3) durin;
the final days of war, he was C in C South. (1-3)

After the French campaign, he was promoted to
rank of Field Mcrshal (3)

My 14,1945, was sont to au;sburz, as PO /.
Subsequently, was moved to lMondorf, then té ‘Jiesbaden,
to Oberursel and, finally, to Nueraber3. (3)

Genereal Vestphal was his chief of staff in OBS
until Juie 10,1944; VWestphal's successor was Qeneril
Reettinzer, until Kesselrin; relinguished his comaand to
von Vietinghoff.(3) Scys thet in the interim period, fron
0¢ct.194% to mid-Junuery, 1945, he-Kcsselring- was in
hospital, had e skull fracture; at that time Viestia holf
was the acting Co ..ander in Chief. (3)

The 10th and the armies were under his commend.
TeripQrary,; formations, as for instance the Arn; of von

P

Zangen and that of Graziani, were also under his commant . (%

Richthofen had to take orders from K. for abcocut
one year following Kesselring's assigment there,
subsequently they had to cooperate with each other.(3)

If Kesselring issued an order to his comend,
he did not include the air foarce under Richthofen if
strictly erny matters were concerned, The Air Force and
the Mavy each had a liaison officer at his headquarters.(<)
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Kesselring, Albert AT

Admits the capture by his army of several groups
of individuals making commendo raids in the rear of his erez,..
Says he had forgotten an order outlining the treatment of
enemy commandoes, which had been shown him during an interrog .t @
at Oberursel. Now he remembers it. It came from the QK¥J, at a_= &
time when he was not at all interested in the subject. General .
his view was that uniformed soldiers had to be treated as '
soldiers. He never changed this viewpoint.(5)

Refers to his interrogation at Oberursel where
he said that the Spezia incident--execution of 13 U.S.soldicrs
by GeneralDostler near La3spezia according to Fuehrer's ordor
of Oct. 18,1942,etc.-- was not known to him.(5) Incidents of

that naturc would probably not have been reported to hin or
his heedquartors (6).

On being shown thetFuechrer order, Octobor 18,1942
says hc rust assume that he rcoceived it at the time; thet it
strikes a fanilier chord. Rcpeats hc generally stuck to the
view that uniformed soldiers were torhe ttreatedcas solaiers, i .
and that hc passed this vicw down to his subordinatcs.(6)

States he uses the tern "goncrally" bcecause hic
could not be inforimed of all ainor incidents,ete., in his
theater (6).

Ropcats he ms no recollcction whatever of the
casc (execcution of 13 U.S. soldiers by General Anton Destler),
thinks it is possiblc thet his poliecy concorning co.nmandocs
had not beccome known to Dostler, as there was proccdent of tho™
naturc in his theatcr until that date (7).

Lcsselring states thot partisan activities bogon
aftor the defection of the King of Italy, after the Sicily
campeigne. s rcesult of incoaplcte disaramement of Italian
divisions in Northern Italy; of the very inefficicutly executsd
demobilization of Italian forces in the Rome arca and sinilar
deficiencies, nuch cqudprent fell into the hands of pcpplc who
beccame partisans,(7)

The partisan bands in the Bi.lkans was the
rcsponsibility of the Italian genceral, Roatta. But, after the
Italian dcfection, when tho Germans took over the commnd in tio
cntire theater, Kessclring's arca of responsibility was cxtended
to the arcas in which thesc bands were active (7).

Concedcs he knew of onc written order by Hitlcr,
that extreme mcasurcs were to be applicd in the fight ageinst
partisans, but says therce may have bocen morc. (n being shown
the order, cntitled " Coabatting offPartisans", of Dccember
16,1942, from the Chicf of Hin Command of the Armed Forcces,
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particularly dine¢tod to the Balkans, bc stressecs that ho
had just beforec stated that onc such order was known to hi.:

Lt the time of this order, hc was traveling in
Tunisia, yect such ordcrs nust heve become known to hin in
sorw form, and thus hc must assunec that he has scen this
particular ordcr (8). , f

Conccdes he knows thiat such an order was issucd
by the OKW to the forces under its coacend, but that at that
tine hc had nothing to do whith such problems, and for that
rcasons™ all onc does is look at such an order and file it.”

(8)
Adindits that he renembers the contents of the
order of Doc, 16,1942 (9).

Xeossclring says he visited Fuchrer headgquarters
in East Prussia on scweral occasions, cannot say whother hic
did in May or Junc, 1944, Thc fi: ht ageinst partisansg was
froquently discusscd., He was c¢riticized for not having
cleaned up the Italian bands. (9)

The fizht agninst partisans not actually in the
corbat zonc werc the responsibility of Himmler, who direccted
thoe fight through his subordinatcs in these arcas, In thoe
particular casc, it would bc QObcer~sruppcnfuchrer Volff, (9<1C,

S-~ys hec ncver was rosponsible for the arca in
the rear of the conbat line, called the " Green Linc". Yet,
sincc thesc operations concerned ailitary operations, he hed
to take sone interest in thenm by conferring with "H1lff on
these matters., awds that the cooperation with Wolff wes
extrenely pleasant,edqt.(10) wollfi's attitudée was oxtreacly
scnsible, cte. (10)

Dciniles having been supreone cormander of operaticns
against partisans in Italy; was ncver designated as such.(10)

Finds it difficult to dcscribe the exact sct-up
in the cempaign against Italian partisans, Although Wolfl
was not his subordinate, hc came closc to regerding ai.sclf
as such, Vclff haddto subait monthly reports to Himnler,
send ing inforisetion copics to Kesselring.(1ll)

Conccdcs that he was Ge.0.Ce i Ce. cf Southwest
in Italy, on May 1,1944.(1ll)

Cleims not to rcacaber at all, at the prescnt
tinme, "™ Au Order governing tho responsibility for oparaticns
against the partisans in Itely", of iay 1,1944, fro:a Keikjeg!
head uarters and addrcssed to hia, cte.(ll-12) Says if it
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was issucd, it must have rcached hin.(12) At the tice

of issue, hc and his forces werc involved in heavy fighbii @'
in the Rome arca, that is why he cannot rccall the order.

Says General Vestphal, who d4id all the spadc
work, should bec asked about it. On being prcssecd for a
direct reply, rcpcats hc docs not know abéut it but nust
assunc responsibility. Says he would have to lie if he
were to say he knew to have rcceived the order, cct. (13)

0: being shown an order of July 18,1944, signed
by himself, in which he assuncs the Suvrase Comwrnd for
anti-partisan opcrations, ctec. throughout It.ly, and after
rcading it carcfuly, acdnits that the order was issucd by
his hcadquarters; and also that he was familiar with tho
prcvious order designating hin as co.maander in chicf agein
the partisans in Italy (19-14), Gatod Moy 11,1944,

With reggrd to Istria, Kesselring says the
question was ncver clcarcd up satisfactorily. Raincr wa
corriissar in that area, also responshble for the fight
ageinst the partisans therc. Tiere was pauch friction
resulting from the fact that Rainer was the superior of
Giobotehnik, police and SS cuicf of Istria.(15) Botlh uod
cozsle fron Austrice. Raincr had very sound policies in his
zonc; Globotchnik's activitics andoxperience also are
judged favorably by Kesselring.(15-16)




