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Report on Interrogetion of: 28 May 1945
P/W KESSLER, Ulrich, General d. Flieger (Maj. Gen) Capt. HALLE
Ksmp#geschwader 1 (Hindemburg)

Ceptdred 15 May 1945; surrendered to Americans at sea.

Yeracity: Believed reliable.

INFORMATION RE: POLITICAL ALIBI OF GENERAL DER FLIKXGER KESSLER,

P/W states that he has knowingly eacrificed his military career to his
political convictions. In the summer of 1938, P/W declined the position of
Chief of the General Staff of the Iuftwaffe offered him by Jeschonnek with
the remark thet he would dut be abdle to stay in office for more than 14
deys. This conception was proven on the occaslon of a conversation which
PJW had with Gen. Beldmarshall Goering in September 1938 on the very day
that Hitler made his speech in the Sporitpaslast at the time of Godesberg and
Munich, Goering ordered P/W to thie interview with him in order to find
out why P/W believed in a military intervention by England in case Germany
should settle the Sudeten~German and Dzech problems by force., This inter-
view between Goering and P/W was also attended by Bodenschatz, During the
conversation, Goering let P,W perceive that he had earmarked P,W for the
job of Chief of the Gen, Staff of the Air Fleet which he had built up to
fight England for him, Of such a Chief, Goering expected not only knowledge,
ability, and ideas, but also, above all, the conviction thet Germany

would smash England., After P/W had silently listened to Gooring's comments
without making any personal comment, Goering flatly asked P[W to tell him
"on his honor" if he had thatconviction,

P/W states that he felt all too clearly what kknd of an answer Georing
expected from him end he knew @qually well what was in store for him
if he answered in the negative. In spite of this, P/W gaid to Goering:

"No! Because America will be behind England and the whole world would be
behind America. A war with IEngland will alwaye be a long war: a war with
England should be prepared for spiritually and materially long beforehand

so as to achleve a knockout blow by the first, initial attack. Germany
poesibly had time in peace wheress England had time in war. Germany cannot
g0 on saying tne day that a war with England is entirely out of the question
and then the next day start an a war for which they were unprepared,"

To this Goering replied, "Very well; then I cannot use you." He then dis~
missed P/W.

The decision to relieve P/W from his position as Air Attache in England was
not apparent that evening. This decision was taken spontaneously after
Munich on 10 October as P/W asked through Goering's adjutant when he would
recelive P/W‘before his departure for London. Goering let 1t be known to
P/W thet he could not use men in London who had a feeling of inferiority
toward the English.
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P/W KESSLER (Cont'd) 28 May 1945,

Inndiately after the conversation with Goering, P/W wrote the contents
down for his wife; later on, he completed these notes by a typewritten
and improved text, These papers, P/W states, are among his documents in
his desk in Neubrandenburg, Schwedenstrasse 19.

From various sources and later from Col. Gen., Loerzer, it wes confirmed to
P/W that the Reichsmarschall never, through all those years, forgot P/W's
attitude,.

INFORMAT ION REGARDING P/W'S ASSOCIATION WITH THE GOERDELER GROUF:

Frau Hanna Luecke-Kallenberg, Berlin/Wilmersdorf, Berlinerstrasse 67,
Phone 87 8161, a relative of P/W‘s wife, had repeatedly urged P/w to con~
tact one of her friends who would have something very imp@rtant to tell
him, Such a meeting took place at the end of February 1943 when P/W

met a well-known Leipzig lawyer by the name of Perkuhn (?) or Pekruhn
with whom P/W was not previowsly acquainted, Thie man had previously been
a judge advocate in the army and his address could be obtained from Frau
Lueckey, who, incidentally, knows numerous Anti-Nazi personalities and has
always had contact with these circles.

P/W met P. in the evening at a street corner and went with him to his room
at the Dsplanade Hotel, P, knew about P/W's attitude from Frau Luecke,
Cautiously he spoke of a group which had been formed around Goerdeler
whose main purpose was to avoid mob rule when the Nazi Government should
disappear after the war was lost, which was even then taken for a fact,
Only as the conversation prodeeded were the cards laid on the table and
the decision to assassinate Hitler brought into the discussion., Accord-~
ing to P,, important aruy personalitiée had already voiced their agree-
ment; all that was needed now was to enlist an important personality of the
Alr Forcein their cause, He asked P/W whether he knew somebody suitable.
P/W could not think of anyone but suggested that he would cautiously sound
out Kesselring as a suitable man, Stumpff, Richthofen, Sperrleg and von
Greim were considered unreliable by P/W. P/W states that he was certain
that his own officers and his units would stand solidly behind him,

P, said the Navy would not be used. In spite of his knowledge of

Goering's unsuitability, Goerdeler was said to heve toyed with theidea of
using Goering as a front during the transition period in order to remove
all the other parasitic elements from the government., P. also mentioned
th&t a certain American, with whom he had close contacts, had told him de-
fore leaving for the U.S, that he (the American) knew for certain that he
would be one of those who would one day draw up the donditions of peace for
Germany. It was his desire that P, should then be a part of the German
delagation, The American's name was not mentioned.

Not long afterward P/W discussed this meeting with his sister-in-law's
husband, Kurt Weber, Dr, Jur., (Address: DBuergermeistsr, A.D. Dr. Kurt
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P/W KESSLER (Cont'd) 28 May 1945

Weber, Hamburg; formerly Adolf Str. 213). P/W and Weber have been close
friends since their bachelor days in Wilhedmshaven and also through the
close ties between their families during the past 25 years. From the be-
ginning, Weber hated the Nazis intensely, even mors so than P/W gince he
was better informed adout their doings, Webher had succeeded Goerdeler as
Mayor of Koenigshsrg, East Prussia, and the two had been elose friends
since 1925. Weber told P/W more about Goerdeler's plane., He had already
been informed by Goerdsler of P/Wfs interview with P{ He told P/W that
Goerdeler planned to make him, P/W, Secretary of State for Air,

From the fall of 1943 on up to Easter of 1944, P/W heard of several
fruitless assaaeinationﬁ attempte or planned attempts were brought to his
attnetion by his brother-in-law, Kurt Weber. On Easter Sunday 1944, Weber
phoned Goerdeler from P/W's homa, P/W'maintaine thatneither he nor Weber
had any advance knowledge concerning the date of "the twentieth of July'.

- However, both P/W and Weber were eonstantly apprehensive over the possi-
bility of being arrested; Weber who was in constant contact with Goerdeler,
always had poison for himselif and his family within immediate reach.

Weber knew from Goerdeler himself that no written notes had been made of
the names of the participants or their future assignments., The Gestapo
reported having discovered that Goerdeler had had apermanent room in the
Hotel Bristol and that a search through the ruins after the bombing had dis-~
closed a list made up by Goerdeler in the hotel vault giving the names of
all participante, Weber told P/W that Goerdeler never stayed at the Hotel
Bristol but alwggs in the Christian Hospice near the Anhalter Station.
Weber also disclosed having read Goerdeler's "Appeal', On the day of
Hitler's assessination, a complete capitulation on the Western Front was
to take place and the blackout was to be lifted, This appeal was signed
by former menbers of the Reichstag of all political parties ranging from
the Communists to the Geriman Nationals. Goerdeler received these members
in his Leipzig office quite openly and generally acted in accordance with
his conviction that 95% of the German people were embitterad Anti-Nazis,
Thie conviction was not shared by Weber.

This signing of the Appeal by former Reichstag members might possidly ex-
plain why in August 1944 all former Social-Democratic officiale were taken
and kept under arrest for three days, among them in Neubrandenburg the
former Social-Democratic City Councillor, Kaehlke, P,W!s grocer, with whom
P/W had been talking freely on general political convictions, Kaehlke had
never concealed his Anti-Nazil feelings.

P/W finds it hard to explain why other littlepeople, too, like former -
gecretaries of lsbor unions sopke openly t0 him, P[W heard from his
chauffeur and aleofrom his orderly that his former command (Flieg., Fhr.
Atlantik) bebieved P/W to heve been a participant in the attempt of 20th
July and either jailed or already executed. ien who hardly knew P]W re—
quested leave in order to see his family and to find out about hie fate.
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A friend of P/W, & certain Dr, Jur. Riensberg, had retired after World
Wer I, had studied law, &nd h&ed gained & leading position in Hamburg
maritime circles, During this wer, he wes ettached to the Germen Embassy
in Stockholm &s representetive of the German Sea Nevigetion, &and he, too,
belonged to the circle of Goerdeler,

P/W end Riensberg plenned toheve their wives meet during & visit to

P/W's home in Neubrendenburg. In the Fell of 1943, such & meeting wes er-
ranged. F/W wes on business in Hamburg. When Riensberg was expected to
arrive in Neubrandenburg, he suddenly phoned and told P/W's wife thet he
could not come to Neubrandenburg but would heve to see P/W urgently ou e
very importent matter and wented him to come to the ferry of Warnemuende.
At the station, Riensberg edvised P/W to be more cereful es & major of the
LW, had recently visited en egent of his in Kopenhagen end, 2lthough this
mejor did not know this agent, he spoke openly of the perticipetion of

the Luftweffe in the projected overthrow of the government by force., The
major elsonemed Kessler &s the only Generel of the LW. considered suitable
for the tesk, Neturelly, Rieunsberg did not disclose to the egent thet he
knew P/W. P/W is stillwondering who the mejor could be,

P/W reessured Risnsberg thet he knew of no mejor in the LW. to whom he had
at any time spokenin confidence end thet he had never spoken to eny offi-

cer about Goerdeler. ' The only possibility of expleining this mgjor's stéete-

ment would be to sttribute it to P/W'!'s attitude in 1938,

In the Spring of 1944, Riensberg end his wife came to Neubrandenburg.
He believed the hour of liberation was drewing neer. Hys lzst words be-

fore leaving P/W were: "So you rezlly think thet the invesion will
succeed?"

"No question ebout it," snswered P/W.
"If so, then everything is fine," said Riensberg end left,

Since that day, P/W never heard &ny more of Hiensberg. A letter sent by
P/W to Riensberg vie the Foreign Ministry in May or June remeined unan-
swered. Apparently the perticipation of Riensberg in the Goerdeler con-
spirecy hed become known, For obvious reesons, P/W refrained from in-
quiring 2bout Riensberg et the approprizte pleces end elso from writing

"o him. Maybe similer ressons prevented Riensberg from writing toP/W.

Inquiries at the Hotel "Vier Jehreszeiten' in Hamburg where Kiensberg used
to stay every three months brought no results,

Whet caused P/W'S activities to remain conceeled from the Geéstspo is un-
known to P/W. For meny yeers he was cereful not to write enything politi-

cal in his letters and 2lso werned his parents 2ccordingly 2bout their letters

to him. He does remember heving written to his perents in the beginning
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of 1940, efter heving read 2 report by Gen. Col. v. Bleskowitz ebout the }%
atrocities of the S5 end the Country Police in Polend: o

"If there is J stice, we should never win this war."

Leter on, P/W lesrned thet sbout two-thirde of 211 his m2il was regularly
censored and thst during periods preceding espeeches by the Fuehrer, allof
his meil would be censored. Thet he himself wes under specigl censorship

observetion during 2 certein period in 1943 came out when he telked tohis
edjutent.

P/W remerked: "I wonder why my mail &s so irreguler; I think I em being -
spied upon." : . ;
To which his 2djutent replied: "If you notice thet much, I mey just &s
well tell you that youwere reported to the SD in Berlin as ‘'unrelieble! 4
beceuse youwent to & concert in Angers with some officers. This concert A
wes given for the benefit of French P/Ws under the auspices of & French
bishop with 2 known Anti-German attitude,"

The edjutant leerned &ll this from his wife who worked for the "IC" of the
LW, Fuehrungsstab.

P/W meinteine thet his lest essignment, which wes mede contrary to the
expressed wishes of Doenitz, wes in reelity e shelving despite the continu-
ous eesurences of the General Staff that they reslly hed noone else for

the assignment to Tokyo. Redio Atlentic ennounced P/W's 2asignment even
before it wae officiglly known. His eldest son, whofinished his course of
pilot training in the aviation school Neubrazndenhurg in the Spring of 1944,
wes asked by his Horst's dentist whether there wes enother Generel Kessler
besides his father in the ILW. When the son enswered in the negetive, he
wes asked whether it wes true thet his fether was going 2s ettache to
Tokyo. Redio Atlentic ennounced the nemes of Fieldmershells and Generels
who would be dismiesed end spoke of F/W es being sent off to Tokyo. '

In view of this publicity, P/W thought he would be exposed to stricter
supervision and was especielly ceutious., So, after 20 July 1944, he
wrote to his perents in order to inform them &bout the extent of the
retributiont "In complience with the sound will of the people, the whole
breed of vipers and conspirators hes been erediceted, down to their
children, end their children's children."

There is 2 possibility thet this letter of P/W's tohis perents was es-
pecially pleesing to the Gestepo becsuse Oberlt, Schumenn (Flak) told
P/W that his record wes good with the SD. This Schumann wes essigned to
P/W es Adjutent end Jepenologist 2nd haed especielly good connections with
the SD. He received from the SD speciel tesks for Jepen, the nature of
which were unknown to P/W.
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Schumenn was scheduled to leave with the next boat, His relationship with
the SD goes back to his university years when he had some kind of en im-
portent position with the leadership of the S,udent Mgovement .

As to the attempt on Hitler's life, P/W's brother-in-law, Eurt Weber, is

- of the opinion, which, incidentelly, P/W did not share, that this attempt
had been staged by Himmler in order to dispose not only of Hitler but also
of the "Officers' Clique" as well, Goerdeler told Weber that an attempt
was planned only if 100% success could be insured and if Himmler could be
disposed of et the sesme time and that several opportunities hed been pur~
posely missed beceuse the simultaneous disposel of Himmler could not be
guarenteed.

In order to cheracterize Kurt Weber, P/W emphasizes thet he haed & splendid
career behind him in Pzrliementary Germeny end could look forward to en
- even better one in the future. Politicelly, he belonged to the German
People's Perty(Deutsche Volkspartei), As Mayor of Koenigsberg, he was so
well known thet he wes elected to be vice president of the "Congress of
Municipelities" (Steedteteg)., As fer as P/W scems to know, Weber declined
this eppointment because he did not went the one sided communel activites
to bar his ascension to the highest positions in the Reich cabinet,
After 1933, he opposed on many occesions eand very sharply, Koch, otherwie
. called the "King of Fast Prussia', perticularly be refusing to consent to
. contributions of the city (Koenigsberg?) to the Herr Gauleiter. When
inducted in 1940 es Reserve Officer, Col, Gen., v. Blaskowitz took Weber
into his staff as “II bY,

Today he is 51 years old and knows & gre&t meny people, both positive con-
gtructive forces and elso the dangerous elements (Scheedlinge) One of
his sisters emigrasted to the U,S, during the twenties 2nd beceme a natur-
alized American citizen.

None of P/W's relatives ever belonged to the perty., His brother, Cept.
Horst Kessler, up to 1 April 1945 Nevel Commender of Hemmerfest (Herstadt)
~and since then Higher Artillery Commender (Flak), hes his femily living in
Borkum, Like P/W, he elweys wes en ective officer, His wife, Astrid, nee
Lyncke, lived for many yeers in Lisbon., Her fether is Germen, her mother
Norwegian, In peecetime, her perents lived in Beyonne, France, moving to
Biarritz after the Germen occupetion, They fled toSp&in in the Summer

of 1944, Close relestives of theirs, by the nezme of Krone ere well to do
and live in Lisbon., One son, 28 & Portuguese national, hes rem&ined in
London, ’

The only surviving sister of F/W's wife is merried to & wholesale grain
dealer in Budapest, a Jew by the néme of Biker Jozsi, &nd lives at Bimbo
Ut 141, Since early in December 1944, there has been no word from her or
from P/W's mother-in-law who lives with her. She is Luise Richter, the
widow of Vice Admirel (Het.) Friedrich Hichter who died in 1922,

- 6 - E‘ v :.\- ‘u

& v i



