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Report on Interrogetion No, 5219 23 May 1945, 5

P/W KESSLER, Ulrich, Gen, der Flieger 3

Kempfegeschwader 1 (Hindenburg) 3

Ceptured 15 Mey 1945: surrendered %o \*ig
Americens et see,

CIVILIAN CARRER:

Born 3,11,1894 in Danzig es the son of Judge Adolf Kessler end his wife,
Else (nee Thiessen) Kessler.

Schooling: ﬁlementary school at Zoppot, Sealfeld, East Prussie end ' efh
Thorn. H,gh school (Humenistisches Gymnesium) at Thorn end Berlin (Kgl. i
Frinz Heinrieh Gymnasium)., Abitur in 1913, Univ. of Berlin (Philosophie

end Politicel Seience.) '

MILITARY CAREER:

27.3.,1914: Joined the nevy es a cadet. Training on SMS HERTHA; trips to
Norwey end Scotlend. At the outbrezk of World Wer I treined to radio com=
munications; later assigned as Funkwachleiter to the naval station at
Yeumuenster.,

Nov, 1914: Assigned to the heavy cruiser SMS FRIEDRICH KARL, Saved at .3
the sinking of the FRIEDRICH KARL; ettached to the Flzgship IV Fleet L

SMS WITTEISBACH end later light cruiser LUEBECK; took part in engegements &
in the Beltic. o

Jen, 1916¢ Wounded on board SMS LUEBECK: navy training end erms instruce
tion in Germeny.

Summer 1916: Beginning of tr2ining on seaplenes.
Dec, 19163 Atteched &s observer tothe II Seeplene Squedron,
1917 to end of War: Employed as flyer end observer in the North Sece end

Flenders; at the end, commender of the second navy giant seeplene (2.
Merine Riesenseeflugzeug).

Hove 1918: Discherged; took up leaw and politicel science at the Univ,
of Berlin,

Dgg, 1918% Joined Freikorps Gerde Kevellerie Schuetzenkorps: later over (?)
Bn. LUETTWITZ; etteched to the edmiralls steff,

Aye. 1923: Asked to join the Reichsmerine (NWevy) ettached to the commend
of navy stetion North See es clerk in the eadmirel steff section, Then, two
years of gservice as officer on & Torpedocboat of the II Flotilla; promoted
to edjutent in the Schiffsstemmdivision of the KNorth Sea.
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P/W KESSLER (Cont'd) 23 Mey 1945,

Autumn 1925: Adjutent and officer on cruiser HAMBURG.

Feb, 1926 ~ Apr, 1927: World trip on cruiser HAMBURG. Among other towns
visited St, Thomas, Colon, Peneame, Los Angeles, Sen Francisco, Honolulu,
Heweii, Manile, Ilo Ilo.

1927 - Fall 1929: Dept. Heed for Navy Air Fleet Arm at Navy Administre~
tive Headquerters. Sent to the Neval Academy.

1931: Member of the Fleet Staff; later attached to the battleship HESSzZN.

1932 Dispatched to Geneva es expert on Navy Air Fleet Matters,

July 1933: Atteched to the Operational Dept. of the Air Ministry. For
camouflage purposes, requested to resign his navy commission.

To Fall 1934: Dept. Heed of the Operationel Department.

1934 to Fell 1935: Commending Officer of the Aircraft Armement School
at Warnemuende.

1935-36% Sent 2long with & Mejor KORTEN (later Chief of Steff of Air
Corps) to the Army Acesdemy.

19363 Appointed Commender of the first Nevy coastal fllght commend (Me~
rinekuestenfliegergruppe) at LIST/SYLT,

Autumn 1937: Appointed Chief of Staff Luftkreis IV, Muenster/Westfeolen.

Summer 1938y After dissolving the Luftkreise, ordered to the Air Ministry
for training as Air Attache for Englend.

Septe 1938: Announced as Air Atteche to London,

Octe 1938: Because of & controversy with Goering prior to taking up the
post of Air Atteche, @ppoihtment recslled end trensferred to Neubrenden-
burg @s wing commander of the bombardment wing 1 (Hindenburg). Took
pert in the Polish Campeign es & Wing Commender.

1940: Relieved &s Wing Commander end sent to Berlin a&s Chief of Staff
of Air Force 1 (Luftflotte 1).

April 1940: As Chief of Steff X Air Force, Corps, took pert in the
Norwegien Cempaign., After the cempeign, ordered to the Air Ministry es
Chief of Steff of Treining during which time he spent nine months of a
yeer es head of the depertment for training and schooling of air force
personnel.
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P/W KESSLER (Cont'a) 23 May 1945,
Jan., 1942: Appointed Air Force Commender Atlentic with Div. Commander fig
powers; later rromoted to Commending General. . ¥
13 Merch 1944: Relieved of commands ordered to Berlin; atteched to %

the Air Force Commend Group for Treining 2s Air Atteche and Head of en ﬁ?ﬁ
Air Force Lieison Steff in Tokyo. :

15 April 1945: Boarded submerine U-234. et Kristisnsend end started
voyege to Tokyo.

15 Mey 1945: Surrendered 2t sees after Germeny's cepitulation.

PROMOTIONS
Navy? 16 July 1916 Ensign
1920 Lt (j.g.)
1.3.1926 Lte !
1.4,1933 Lt. Commender ' B
1.9.1933 © Discharged es Lt. Comméander :
Air Force: 1.4.1935 Lt. Col. i
1.4.1037 Colonel i
1.4.193° Brigedier General
1.4,1941 Mejor General
1.9.1944 Lt. General

WORKS PUBLISHED BY P/W:

(1) 1In 1923, published in the "Marine Rundscheu", "Is the Orgenizetion : L
of the Air Force es & Third Independent Branch Justified?" P/W claims i
thet this work wes frequently quoted by U.S.A, experts on dealing with
orgenizationel questions.

(2) Army Léadership of the Entente during the World War published in
the publicetion "Hefte fuer Steatswissenscheft" (Megezine for Politicel i
Science); publisher, Prof. FREDOEHL, Kiel. This article deels in part with ;
Churehill end defends him egainst his critics on the GelipoliDefest,
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