ANSYER TO QURBTIONEAIRR

Congerning the gueetions mentioned in my proclamation, I have
the honor to answer them ss followe:

Ad 1. At the time when Germsny initisted the second ¥Yorld
¥ar, Hungery wes the only State in the world haviag no army.
The trenty of Trianon prohibited the tralning of officers and aen
a¢ vell ae manufgcturing of sarms. The Little Entents, which took
possession of two-thirds of Fungary ir Trianon, took all necossary
dieroeitione in order that this dictate should not he doudle-
erosped. EHungary wvrs Gersany'’e most important neighbor decszuse all
the troovs and arms to Homanis, Bulgaria, Yugoelavia and Greece, as
well am 21l the oil trensportation from Romenis to Garmsny had to
ceroge it, Furthermore, they were in need of our surplus in aereals,
sluminum, 01l etc. We were never--not having an army and munitiong~-
vleced defors the elternative whether we wounld choose war or
neatrelity, but caly whether we wished t0 remsin o sovereign state
at against ilmmediste occupetion with a ganleiter. ¥We wanted so
much less to fight as the Hungsrien race had a tremendous 1loss in
the last war; expreseod in percentagze it had the grontest loss
in doads among nll nations at war. Yhat we wanted to undertake with
the arnnd $roops was tha defanee of our frontiers., We never foughs
egainst “nglish and American troops. Ths Gorman Genarsl Staff
without asking ua, snd aleo against our will, ordered Fungarisn
troops agalnat 3ha Soviet front,

A 2, Thet'a how 4t happened,

s 3. Tha nusher of tha arrasted amounted to several hundrad.
Ssnatore and Hembers of tha Parliament, officers of high rank, the
Kinieter of Interior emd hias brother who is s Genaral in retreat,
many parsonalities of Hadrew falth, mansgars of bante, Owners of
industries, Adam the profesescr of internationsl repute eto.

Ad 4. The Prime Minister (Kallay) who to my knowledge ia
acturlly in Sapri, when the Gestapo, assieted by armed 55 men
wanted t0 arrest him, took refuse in my royal castle, passing
through an underground tunnel in company of his family, ¥Yhen I
escorted them to an apartment on g lower floor, the Prime Minister
told me that he did not want to comrlicate my situation, that he
hed slready telaphoned the Turkish Amdassador, who expressed that
he vould gladly mccept him, Shortly after, as I remezdber, he (the
Aibassador) ocame personally im a cor %0 fetoh him, Fe apend seven
months there, after I wan deported on Oot. 17 to Bermany, hic family
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was arrested. I then offered to the Germans thet if they would
let him family free, he would leave the extraterritorial BEwbassy
end give himself up, That is what happened.

Ad 5, Hitler made a firm promise that if I would nominate a
government who would enjoy his confidence, then he would repeal
all the troops from Rungary. Under the presidency of the Iovmer
¥ilitery Attache iz Berlin, who later became our Ambassador in
Berlin, General Sstojay. I designated & government which they
socePted but they didn't keep thelir promise.

. Ad 6, This is trus. Some of the arrested, whose names I
learned, I was able with many difficulties to liberate, but how
many I can't sgy. Among them was Adam, University Profmssor,
because later he came to ses me and I gpoke to him,

Ad 7, The ocoupational army under General Weichs, behaved
in a correet way. The looting of the country, the robbing and
expiying of our shops was done Dy the S5 troops and the Gestapo.

A4 8, This happened. Who betrsyed him I doz't knov.

- t0 me

A 9, This has Deen reported /this way.

Ad 10, I sssume not only because they needed Hungary, its
products, and its good soldier material, dut also because I knew
that Hitler hates the Hungarians, The reason——as I know it from
the best source--was that at some time a Germasn philosopher wrote
in one of his books in which he oriticized all the European
nations, that "the Magyars are the noblest race in Burope, which
ad each oressing has an ennodbling effeot” {this quotation is in
German). For the same reason he hated the German aristocracy and
the 014 Germen officers group, He was fearing from these, and in
time caused Eisler to organize what he considered a reliable
gounter army, the 58, replacing from their ranks the commanders «in disgrece
when practicadle. On the 18th of Octover in the foremoon, they
$rapped my only remaining son, a detachment of 55 arrested him, and
Skosinie (who kidmapped Mussolini from Italy) on his plane took
him to the 111 famed German prison at Nauthaus, and from there
later to Dashau, Yor seven months I didn't even kmow whether he
vas alive. He (my son) was living im my vicinity in the castle,
and his duty was to receive people whom 1 could not or would not
van$ $0 receive, to listen to what they had to say, and %0 report
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to me what he thought imvortant. The sin which he according %o
the Germans committed was that he hated the Nazls, that from the
start he was convinced thet the Germans would lose the war, and
that he caused a British Colonel who escaped from a German pPrison
to Hungary %o join the Britishers in Italy. Whether this last
fact was known by the Germans I am not sure, but I consider it
probable.

A% noon I received the Germon Ambassador and informed him
that I would conclude anarmistice, since my Fatherland was near
to dsvastation and destruction, He wanted to change my mind, -
He asked that I shouldn't do that, he promised various things
$0 which I answered that my determination was unchangesble. Of
the promises wvhich $hey never kept I reseived enough. In a half
an hour's time the radio will dresdcast my proclamation addressed
to the people Endthe army, and I dismissed him, I knew that
this would entail my arrest, dut I thought that i% would result
in the clarification of our situation under dursss and our role,
In the afternoon I received the German Ambassador %o Italy,
dispatched t0 me in a special mission dy EBitler, in order, as
he sald, %0 create a better atmosphere, and te promise that he
would defend Hungary. I answvered that I would not change my
decision, but if for once Hitler would do me a favor I would ask
him not to defend Hungary because that wonld mean the destruction
of the country, and that Budapest would bacome a mass of ruins.

Ad 6100 next morning, Octoher 16, started the great siege
against the royal castle, according to reports with 600 $anks.
¥e had one and the bodyguard., Since I 4idn't want to sacrifice
these against such odds, I ordered the defense to cease. After
they entered with Amhassador Veesenmayer, they arrssted me as
well as the Prime Minister Lekatos who was with me, General
Vattay, my chief Alde, and Lt. Col, Fost, one of my Aldes, and
we were traneported to the Neadgquarters of the S5 in the Hedvany
Castle. FPreceding these erents, I sent my family to the Papal
Funcius. 1 was with the adove mentioned Persons whem, in the
Presence of e German guard, a Germen officer arrived and reported
that the Hungarian Prime Minieter would like to salk to me,
Since Lokatos was pPresent I asked who would de the Prime
Hinister, and the ansver was:Ssalasi. I went to another room
and found there Syalasi, who asked me to designate him Prime
Minister. Vhat 1 more or less anevered him was that he wounld
be the last about whom I would think, and that anyhow I saw
that the German Ambassador had already nominated him. For all
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purposes shis was » unigue anse, r»ince in our thousend yosr old
history something comparable hsd never harponed=-and 1 loft him,
In the afternoon he ceme agrin; he mgein goked we t0 desigrste
hin an Prime Minister, and also that I should resign frowm oy
office ss Regent. I refused hWoth of his dewsndn, In the pfter-
noon { waw informsd that the next dey I would be teken vith ny
family to Germany. That xy son would join us ip Vienns. Since
ve had %0 order packing st 6100 P, M, the Germezn Coungellor of
Ezbasey called on we and we went $0 the roysl czelle. There e
very sed ploture presented itself to me, Iu my apPertment end in my
offices, under the oommand of Ool, ¥olf, were eprroximately 50
£8 soldiere. Thay were slesping on torn down eilk drapes sxi in
our beds, or thay were bathing in our bathroors, the Godelin
carpots weve wuggy, d4irt everyvhere. All of the cupboards ware
brokan, averything was etolen, starting with the jewelry of my
wife %o the monsy of her chambermaid. The wpartments of my sons
were smptied, not & shirt or shoe remsined, The large kKitchan
provisions, wine and champagne~-vhich Yecause of ths frequent
luncheons givon in homor of forelgn heade of states, Ninlaters,
o0, ware stored--svorything haé dimaprearad. Only those things
rexsined for whioh they had no use whatanraver.

The next day in the afterncon, asscorted dafora and hehind
by 58 Sroops in compmny of thelerman Xabasey's Counsellor, they
took me to the Kelanfoldi trein station whare s apecisl train wne
walting., My vife, dnaughter-in-law, and four yesr 0ld grendson
wvith the personnel ware plrezdy sitting iu the train, Ceneral Vassey,
ny ohief Alde, axd Geners) Brunswick as trip mareheal in sorvice,
aluo pocompanied ma, Lt, Col, Yost, one of my deet Aldes,
unfortunately shot himaslf to death the night bafora., Ye started
to Vienna where we arrived after 11:00 o'clock., 1 wns looking for
ny son, but despite that doth Ambassedor Vessenumyer and the Germen
Aubassador $0 Italy pledged their word of honor that he wonld join
us in the train there--he was novhere. We arrived naxt morning at
10300 o'clock st ¥eilheim (Bavaris), and from the gtetion we drove
By car $0 the Walddiahl Caetle, which L8 loceted in the widst of a
big forest on 2 hill, The bBilleting wes good. VWe hed two floors,
the first for us, and on the second floor were the divlomet sesigned
t0 ma, the Obarsturmfulrer, another officer, & menager snd a
housekssper. Ve were guarded by 100 88 soldiers and 15 Gestepo men
wvho lived in barrsoxs., VWnen we walked in the fanced gerden guarded
by & men, a Jestapo man went along at 20' distunce, That is how
wve lived imprisoned for six and one-hslf months., When the Anerican
troobs were nearing, Kitler gave written orders that I should Ye
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erecuted vith my family., This wes avoided Dy $he stunning speed

of the Amaricsn advence. They arrived on the lst of May at
¥alddriehl., Xext dny, on Genaral Paston's invitation, sceompanied
by an American officer, I was taken to his Hepdgquarterseecee-apinge
thon I am a Prisonarec—cea—caeywhst haprened in Budspest after Octobef
18 I don't Xmow. The only think [ heard iz the.Szalasi was Y
. murdering.

Hitler nevar anoke with me shout his plens. Mayhe he didn't
have a resl Trogrsm, “Appetite i coming while eating® (the
quotation of thie French proverb is msde dy Horthy in French). I
don't think ha ever thought to copguer the world, dut I think that
when he war at the top of his glory, he thought to izmporse in
Iuropes a feleration undsr Garmsn leadership, Thie is, however, my
own ovinion without rroof. All my military, eivil sand vrivate
documents and files,my corraspondenae and the mizmutes of my
speaches otc, wers burned in the csetle, since my own studio, s»
well ae the cadinet and the military office's documents vere kept
there, and 1 hosrd thet the castle in consequence of the ehelling
was burned out. That Hitler ~nd tha Nasi lesders, to achieve their
plane of domination, would employ all means is of gensral kmowledge.
¥hen they wonld want somsthing, they never commmnicated that t0 me,
but in the most Polits form asked for it and asked agnin, some times
for a year agnin and again, #0 long thas one was forced to compromise.
They weldom Xept their promises. To complately refuse them was
2lmost impossible withous hurting oneself, Hov they did work in
the neighhoring countries I 40 mos know,

The Gerxan

3
1@
A

i
3
g'
kS
i
A
o

R

-

B RIS Al O eaty

e 5



