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To: Generasl Donoven

Prom: Dr, Pethy <;/j)f

Subject: Admirzl Horthy

T™e object of thie memorsndum is to keep you informed about
the oroceedinzs in this matter.

Major Monigan esked me to be present Mondey, Octoder 22, at
an interrogation of Admiral Horthy, in the course of which he would
hend him over my memorsndum dated October 17, We decided not to
vroceed to g formel interrogation, but rather see to it thst the
witness understands the questionnaire,

Ae we proceeded into the interrogetion room, we were met by
Lt. Doman, who asked from Major Monigan permission to assist to
the interrogation. Such vermission was granted.

At the close of the interrogstion, which was conducted by
Mejor Monizen in a very friendly and capasble way, Lt. Doman asked
him to put to the witness a series of questions to which the
Hungarian government is anxdous to have, as he said, urgent
answers, The nature of these questions had no relation to the
queetionnaire and would have had in my opinion uvset the mind of
the witness, which wae to be svoided at this stage. I therefore
objected to these guestions., Msjor Monigan decided to leave the
decision of whether these cuestions should be put to the witness
and at what steage to Colonel Amen,

Hoving throughout the interrogation got the impression that
the essictance of the witness' son would contribute to avoid the
sidelining of Admiral Horthy'e prospective declarations, I again
asked Major Monigan to tske the necessary steps if, as he said,
the decision to have him brought down has slreasdy been made., To
thie effect, I nointed out that the time still remsining before
the scheduled opening of the trials was very short.

Lt., Doman objected to the Joining by young Horthy of his
father, etating thst the son hed no officisl position, and to hig
znowledge wes nothing less then zn ordinary »lsy boy who would
distort the otherwise truthful decleratione of hie father., I
egain took evception againet thie suverficiesl and, in my opinion,
ineccurate and unjustified statement.
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To Major Monigen's question whether the Hungerien Government
has listed or hae in mind to list Horthy ss a war criminal, Lt.
Doman answered that the resvonsible Persons of the Hungerisn
Government heve declared to him that the Government, in order to
avoid embarrassment, has not listed and hes not the intention to
list Horthy as e war criminal, But said Lt. Doman if Horthy
would be sent back to Hungary, the Hungarien Government would be
forced to try end shoot him (eic). To a further question of Major
Monigan as t0 whether the Hungarien Government would give a similar
undertaking given by Justice Jackson (not to indict him in the
Major War Criminel Trials) e. 2., not to try him before a Hungarian
Court, Lt. Domsn answered that the Hungarian Goveranment was not in
a position to give such e guaranty.

I asked Major Monigan to keep me au courant of further
developments,

F w’é.

Oct. 23, 1945



