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Posit5 oast 

Bir th Date 
and F.'-acei 

Religion» 

Faai3y History« 

Educ£.iiiois and 
TÜ lit*a?y !ELotoryi 

German 

Oberster Pa r t e i r i ch t e r (Chaiman of the Supreme NSDAP Court) 
and Vor si tzender (Chairman) of the f i r s t Chamber of the Su­
preme Party Court., 1 January 193U- 19kS> }J £ / 

Reich3lei ter of the NSDAP in h i s capacity as Supreme•Party 
Judge, 1 January 193**- 19U5 l / J / 

Mitglied des Reichstags (member of the Reichstag), 1938-191*5 

TS — 
SS-ObergruppenftShrer, September 193U-19Uü> 5/ , §/ 

SA-Oborgnj^ufflhrar, as of 1$U5 l/9 8/ 

TUtglied des Sachvorstflndigenbeirats far Bevölkerungen 
uncijBSasepolit'lk""bela '^ich'aoiniate'rium des Innorn" "(Hbmber 
of" the Council of Experts on Popuüföxon and Race Policy in 
the Reich Ittnistry of the Inter ior) , 1933 - 2Sh$ 2 / , 3/, $/ 

Mitglied der Akademie fttr Deutsches Rocht 2/ , | / , 8/ 

2h October 1883, Bruchsal, Baden 2 / 

Original3y Protestant 3 / , la ter (1938) g2*fcg^ubig (neo-
pagan) 2/ 

His father, Hermann Buch, wis Senateprtaldent (President 
of a Senate) of the Oborlandesger^^^ConuRl°''of Appeals) in 
Karlsruhe, Baden* l / 7 T / ~ W c h TifTEe father-is>»la37 of 
tiartin .Bormann, who was" Chief of the NSDAP Party chancel­
lory, y , 2/, 3 / 

i qymnasium in Constance 
-0TD7"n 

Aftor having attended Volksohule and Gy 
and Karlsruhe, Buch ente rod The""anay«" To/ xrTl902 he be­
came a Fahne^j unter (officer candidaWJ~and on 27 Jan­
uary 19ti'U 'lie v<as commissioned a second lietsfcenant in the • 
6th Baden Infantry Regiment "Kaiser Friedrich I I I " , No« 
lliio 3 / At the outbreak of T?ar in l?2h he served as regi­
mental fidjutant, la ter as captain and company Commander, 
and finally as major and battalion cosmaader« 2 / , 3 / He 
resigned his commission in December 1910 and left "wie 
2/ 

iray0 
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Work and Political History» 

After his release from the arnc, Buch returned to Baden wh^re he be~ 
gan to organize veterans (Briegsvereine) • His efforts to recruit veterans for free 
corps Tshich were directed against the republicansfora of government brought him in­
to conflietw with the authorities. 2/, Of, 9/ He found it expedient to leave Baden 
and took up residence in Solln near Munich» 2/ Buch met Hitler in 1921 in r.tunich« 
8/ ^hereafter Buch engaged i# propaganda activities for the NSDAP, He joined the 
Nazi Party in 1922. 0/ In 1923 he moved to Uunich, the mecca for anti-democratic 
elements in Germany, and devoted his full tin» to the cause of the Nasi Party» In 
August 1923 ha became head of the SA in Francpnia (with headquarters in Nürnberg) 
and later added the SA of Upper Bavaria and Swabia to his command. 8/ Buch took 
part in the Hitler Putsch in tiunich in November 1523. 10/ 

After the Nazi Party had been outlawed as a result of the Putsch, 
Buch was appointed head of the SA in Upper Bavaiia and Swabia by the secret exec­
utive committee of the then illegal party head, h/ At that time Buch wa3 active 
as a speaker at numerous Nazi meetings and contributed regularly to Nazi newspapers 
and pariodicala* 8/ 

On 22 November 1927 Hitler appointed Buch head of the USCHIA* 
Untersguchi^BMrod Schlichtxingsamt der NSDAP (Investigation and Adjustassnt Office 
oTJUas NSDAP) ."IZf In this capacityTjiich had jurisdiction over over investi­
gations of the loyalty of members oH the Party and ovor disputes within it« ranks o 
Buch thus became a member of the central administration of the NSDAP» Ouch's office 
was converted into the Oberstos Parteigericht (Supreme Party Court) on 1 Jrjiuary 
193li* 1/ Buch received the" "title""of Oberster Parteirichter ̂ Supreme Party Judge) 
and,, as such, held the rank of lteichslê ter̂ 6f'°tKe'''gSDAy. Ife also became Vorsit-
gaader der Ersten gammer (Chairman' of the First Chamber) of this court, witlTlurTs-
o3H3!on over all'Important cases* Buch conducted all major disciplinary proceed­
ings vdthin the Party. This Supreme Party Court exercised appellate jurisdiction 
and supervised the activities of Gau and Kreis party courts which, after January 
U?3^y functioned only on a rcgionalTbasis ** 57» i 0/ C n ^ occas:J-on °? his öi35"* 

3ribe tieth birthday (2k October 19u3)> Buch was described in a laudatory article as the 
person who deserved the chief credit for having kept the Party free of »impure aid 
undesirable elements." 10/ 

Buch was one of the first twelve Nazi deputies elected to the 
Reichstag in 1928. 10/ He continued in this position thereafter» nis name appears 
in tl*>sl&st published* list of Reichstag deputies (2$k2), and there has been no 
evidence to indicate that he was not still in the position in ! $ # • 11/ 

As of 1931» Bach was'Chairman of the Nazi Party Sub-committae for 

(Although Buch is not again so listed in his own curriculum vitas in 1938 (2/0, 
sourco 1/ mentions him in this capacity in 191*5* 

Buch is reported to have playad an important part in the preparation 
oT the Nazi blood purge of 30 June 193li* 8/ The same source claims that Buch 
hivself shot Heini3S ;.'nd Count Spretti. A*t any rate^ Buch presided over the Party 
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court 7*-ich sentenced, the "party rebels" to death» lit/ 

In September 193k Buch gitren the rank oi' S^Obergruppenf^ier 
(honorary),, that i s he hold an SS rank commensurate with iuiT'pariy' rank,"although 
ho i s net known to have held an active command in the SS« £/ Source 1/ also men-
tions a:i i as an SA-Cfoorgruppenfflhrer (as of 19h$)• a t i t l e which would logically 
foliww from his ea7IIcT^~c^Iriam'3"'ii'i Bavaria., but th is statement lacks confirmation 
by otb.33 sources-j 

From 1927 on3 as head of the Party Investigating and Adjustment 
(Disciplinary) Committee» and, after 193u.t as Supreme P&rty Judge» Ouch was in 
charge of the maintenance of discipline and loyalty to the Führer within the Party« 
I roa that time ons his act ivi t ies were more and more veiled in secrecyo He wis 
generally bcleived to have considerable inf3.uence on Haai Party politicso 9/ In 
reality« 3uch confined himself to his disciplinary functions« T.'ithout trying to 
influence the decisions of Hit3er, he saw to i t that those decisions were carried 
out trj the Party without questions*. Buch i s therefore., in the las t analysis^ 
personally responsible for disciplinary measures taken within the Nasi Party« 9 / 
Although he has not received the publicity that other Nazis holding comparable' 
t i t l e s find posts have received, lie i s nevertheless one of the key icn in the Party 
leadership oecauso of his functions as the highest disciplinary authority after 
Uitloi• 12/ 

Buch avoided publicity but occasionally appeared at party functions• 
Fhus« in the spring cf 19a2, he took part in the 3S-'Fuhivcrtag^nj£ (meeting of SS 
leaders) am. in September of the some year he appeared a t the Ijurcpa~Jugendkongress 
(Europe; n Youth Congress) in Vienna» G/ 

According to an unconfirmed statement aade by Heinrich Lanners 
(Chief f the Pcich Chancellory) to American interrogators on 2? Y:sxj 19U5,-» Buch 
had difficult ies with his opn—in-lawi Ilartin Boraann (q.v.),, who i s said to have 
brought, about Buch's dismissal a.-! .Supremo Party Judge. 15/ 

As of 15 June l$k$9 Buch was boing held at tho Allied detonti.n 
3onp, AXHAK« if/ 

Appendix 

The functions and legal basis of tho Party courts under the jurisdiction of Buch 
are clearly stated in the Ijationalsoai^i^isches Jahrbuch«, 19kh (p. 106f«)i 

Bach dem Pillen des Führers sind die Parteigerichto (Oberstes Parteigoricht* 
Gaugevichte, Kreisrrerlchte) din Ititteldor politischen Ftthrung zur Sauber-
haltuig und innorei Festigung der Bewegung« Die nationalsozialistische 
TfeItai.schauung und die politischen Ziele der Bewegung sind für sie oberstes 
Gesetz und Grundlage ihrer Rechtsfindung« ' An EinzalbeStimmungen sind sie 
nicht gebunden« Die Parteigerichte haben Pflichtverletzungen von Partei­
genossen 2U ahnden; Ihnen i s t die'Schlichtung von persönlichen Zwistigkeiten 
un ..er Parteigenossen ebenso anvertraut t/ic dor Schütz dar Ehre eines zu 
''n.'ocht angegriffenen Parteigenossen,, 

In keeping with the will of the Führer, the Party courts (Supremo Party 
Court, Gau cu rbs , Kreis courts) are a means of pol i t ica l leadership for 
ise3ping*"̂ He US movemon't''"clean and inwardly firm» national Socialist phi­
losophy and the pol i t ical coals of tue movement are tho supreme law for 
these courts and the foundation of their verdicts« 'fhey arc not bound 
by individual regulations« -he party court must punish infractions of 
duty by Party maabersj these courts are likewise entrusted with the ad-

;;.;•';,' «* of personal differences between Party members as well as with the 
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protection of tho honor v.f a party member vrtio has boen unjustly attached« 

irces* ~y T̂ hoys Vho in Germany and Austria, X9h$ 

2/ Dor Grosjdeutschp Reichstag, 1538 

3/ Reichstasshandbuch, 3533 

h Vola. Daten der Geschichte der tISDAP, 1939 

5/ OSS BR 70.7 

6/ OSS Source F, July 1$hli 

1/ 7 J n ° t s I i ° *£ Nasi Germany., 19hk 

W TO^entragor im Dritten Reich, 19^3 

9/ OSS Source T, 17 August l$h$ 
y 

]£/ Völkischer Beobachter, 2$ October 19l3 

1 1 / Verwaltung und ^ r t s cha f t des Deutschen Reichs, 19U2 

12/ OSS Source F, 29 Jlovembor 19h3 

33/ OSS Source D, 21 June 19^5 

2h/ Heiden, Confcad: Per Fflhrer (Hit ler 's Rise to Povror), Boston, l^Ui 

15/ 0S3 XJ>lUl;9 

This record i s a summary of such intelligence 
(from one or more sources as indicated) as -was 
available at the time of preparation» I t nay 
consequently be subject to amendncnt by additional 
or more recent intelligence. Index numbers and 
l e t t e r s are solely for indexing statements in the 
report» 
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