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BUCH, Talter

Gernan

Oberater Parteirichter (Chaiman of the Supreme NSDAP Court)
and Vorsitzendor (vhairman) of the Pirst Chamber of the Sue
preme Party Court, 1 Jamuary 193~ 1945 1/ 2/

Reichaleiter of the NSDAP in his capacity as Supreme: Party

Judge, 1 January 193L- 1945 1/ B/
Mitglied des Reichstags (member of the Reichstag), 1938-1945

B

SS-Obergruppenfthrer, September 193L~1945 5/, 6/
SA~Obergruppenfiihrer, as of 1945 7/, 8/

e BT A WA

Kitglled des Sachverstindipenbeirats £8r BevBlkerungew

und Rassepolitik beim Helchaminlsterium des innorn (dember
of ¢he Council of Experte on Popuiation and Rage Policy im 3
the Reich finistry of the Interior), 1933 - 1945 1/, 3/, 5/ |

IMitglied der Akademie fiir Deutsches Rocht 2/, 5/, 8/

2 October 1883, Bruchsal, Baden 2/
Orici;xa.’l?y Protestant 3/, later (1938) gottgliubig (necw
pagan) 2 |

His father, Hermann Buch, was Senatsprisident (President

of a Serate) of the Cberlandespericht (Uourt of Appeals) in
Karlesruhe, Baden. 1/, 2/ Buch 13 the father-imelaw of
Uartin Formann, who waz Chisf of the NSDAP Party Chancel-

lorye M, 2/s 3/

Af'ter having attended Volkschule and ¢ agium In Constance
and ¥arlsruhe, Buch entered The amy. in 1902 he be-
came s Fahnenjunker (officer candidats) and on 27 Jan-

uvary 1904 he was commissionad a second liefitenant in the -
6th Daden Infantyy Yegiment #Keiser Friedrich ITIM, Noe
1L, 3/ At the outbreak of war in 191l he served as regie
nentel adjutant, later as captain and company commander,
ard finally as major and battalion comander. 2/. 3/ Be
m}sigmd his comiasion in Decsmber 1918 and 187t the army. 7
2/ |
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BUCH, Talter (cont'd)  -2a | CONFIDnNTIAL
Vork and Political Historys:

After his release from the army, Buch returned to Baden whaere he be-
gan to organize veterans (RBriegsvereine} . His efforts to recruit vetsrans for free
corpe which were directed against the republicansform of govermment brought him in-
to conflictw with the authorities. 2/, 8/, 9/ He found it expedient to laavo Baden
and took up residence in Solln near Huniche. 2/ Buch met Hitler in 1921 in llunich.

8/ Thoreaftor Buch engaged i propaganda activities for the NSDAP. He joined the
azi Party in 1922, 8/ In 1923 he moved to Munich, the mecca for anti~democratic
elements in Germany, and devoted his full time ¢o the cause of the Nazi Party. In

August 1923 he bocame head of the SA in Franconia (with headquarters in Nurnberg)
and later added the SA of Upper Davaria and Swabia to his command. 8/ Buch took
part in the Hitler Putech in Munich in November 1923. 10/

After the Nazi Party had been ocutlawed as a result of the Putsch,
Buch was appointed hcad of the SA in Upper Bavakia and Swabia by the secret esxoow
~utivs committee of the then illegal party head. L/ At that time Buch was active
as a gpeaker at numerous llazi neotings and contributed regularly to Nazi newspapers
and pariodicals. 8/ '

Cn 22 lovenmber 1927 Hitler appointed Buch head of the USCHIA,
Unterguc p~und Schlichturgsant der NSDAP (Investigation and Adjustment Office
of th3 1!%%% L/ “In this capacity Buch had jurisdiction over over investi-
gatious of the loyalty of merbers of the Pardy and over disputes within its ranks.
Buch thus became a member of the centiral administration of the NSDAP. Duchi!e office
was converted into the Oberstes Parteigericht (Supreme Party Court) on 1 January
1934, 1/ 'Buch roceived the vitle of %r?ﬁcr Parteirichtor {Suprcms Party Judgs)

" and, as such, held the rank of ReichsleIfer of the NSDAP,  [le also becane Vorsite
zendor der Drsten Kammer (Chairtan of the rirst Chamber) of this court, with Jiris- .

diction over all important caseg. Buch conducted all major disciplinary proceeds
ings within the Party. This Supreme Party Court oxercised sppellate jurisdiction
and supervised the activities of Gau and Xreis party courts which, after January
193k, functicned only on a rogional basise gg, 10/ Cn ths occagion of his gix~

tieth birthday (2L October 1933) » Buch was described in a laudatory article as the

person who deserved the chief credit for having kept the Party free of ®ilmpure aad
undesirsble elements.® 10/ ,

Buch was one of the first twelve Nazi deputies elected to the
Reichstag in 1928. 10/ He contimied in this position thereafter. Nis name appears
in theslast published list of Reichstag deputies (1S42), and there has been no
evidence to indicate that he was not still in the position in 19h5. 11/

As of 1931, Buch was Chaiman of the lazi Party Sub-committse for
Youth . 1/ le became a member of the Sachverstindipenbeirat fiir BevSlkerungs-und
Rasse: 0litik beim Paichsministorium des Jnnorn ( member ol the Council of Lxperts
on vopulation and lidce Follcy in the leich tinistry of the Interior) im 1933
(Altrough Buch is mot again so listed in his own curriculum vitae in 1938 (‘_2/),
source: 1, meations hinm in this capacity in 1945. '

Buch is reported to have p d en impordant part in the praparation
o7 the Nezi blood purge of 30 Junc 193L. 8/ The same source claims that Duch
hicgelf shot Heines «nd Count Spretti. AY any rate, Buch presided over the Party
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BUCH, “alter {coni‘'d) - : COITIDTNTIAL
court rich sentenced the "party rchels? to death. 1/

In Septewber 193L Buch given the rank of SS-Cbergruppenfihror
},, that is hw held an 85 rank co'monsurate with hls party rank, although
ovm to have held an active command in the S&. )/ Source 1/ also nen~.
tions aia ar* an SA-Cborgruppenftthrer (as of 1945), a tille which would logically
folim: {rom his earlicr SA commands in Davaria, bub this statement lacks confirmation
by other scurcese

<y

Frem 1927 ong as head of the Party Inve ssmbe.tmg, and Ad,]u.,tment

{Diseiplinacy) Comaittee, and, after 193k, as Suprome Party Judge, Duch was in
charge of the naintonance of discipnline and loyalty to the Tthrer within the lartye.
I'rom that time on, his activitics were more and morc velled in seerecy. lle was
generally beleived vo have considerable influence on Nazi Purty politics. 9/ In
realityy Buch confined himself to his disciplinary functionse. Tithout trying to
“nfluence tae decisions of IHitler, he saw to it that thoss decisions were carried '
oot by the Party without questions. DBuch is thercfore, in the last analysis,
peresoreily rosponsible for u.;.:c:.p]mary measurcs taken within the Wazi Party. 2/
Altkough he has not received the publ:.c:x.ty that other Nazis holding comparable”
4itlesg ond posts have roceived, he is nevertheless onc of the key won in the Party
lcadererip sccause of his i\mctions as the highest disciplinary authority after
Hitler. 12/ :

Buch avoided publicity but occasionally apocarcd at party functions.
5, iu the spring of 1942, he took part in the sS~Phrcrtagung (meeting of S8
ders) anl in September of the soe vcar he appearcd at the LurcpamJugendkongress
aroscin Youth Coz\{;‘o-)s) in Vienna. 8/ :

-AJ
lead
WO G
s
.-

{

-

According Lo an unconfirmed sbateient iade by lleinrich iomers

(Chiel 1 the leich "nurccllory) to American inberrosators on 29 Moy 1945, Buch
nad difieulbies with his son-in-lawy Uartin Dormamn (Q.v.), who is said to hawe
brousht ebout Buchts dignissal an Suprome Party Judge. .15_/

As of 15 Jumc 1945, Duch wvas boing held at the Allied detenti n

samp, AHECIHAR. 13 /
fppendiz

The functions and legal basis of the Party courts under the jurisdicticn of Iuen
ave cioorly sbated in the lUsticrnalsozialistisches Jahrbuch, 194k (p. 186f.):

lach den Tilien des Tihrers sind die Parteigerichte (Overstes Parteisericht,
Gaupeichte, Kreis-erichte) din littelder polltlsuben Tithrung z2ws Sauber-
haliw o und innere:r Testigung der Bewepung. Die nationalsozialistische

e ta unh‘.uim und die politischen Ziele der Beweging sind fiir sie oberstes
Gosets vnd Grundlage ihrer Rechbsfindung. An Dinzelbestimmungen sind sie
nicht gebunden. Die Parteigerichte haben Pflichtverletzungen von Partei-
perossen zu ahndeny ihnen ist die* Schlichtung von pers¥nlichen Zwistigkeiten
moeer Parteloenossen cbenso anvertreut wie dor Schutz der Fhre eines zu

norecht angegriZllonen Parteigonossens

Tn kesping with the will of the "‘uhrer, the Party courts (Supreme Party
oo, {311 (,.;c ts, Kreis courts) are a ncans of pox..tlcal 1cauers}up for
weaping voe 1S movenent clean and inwardly firme. Uational Socialist phis
‘,_,01. nr and the political goals of tie nmovement arc the sunrene law for
shase courts and the wmdat.aon of thoir verdicts. Thzy arc not bound
by in: mm:’ual repulabionss, The party court must cunish infractions of
\"t*r v Party 7wabersy these courts are likewise entiusted with the ad-
e a nf porsoral 31-. fororces botiveon Party merbers as well as with the
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i, valter (comt'd) | CUTLENTIAL!

protection of the honer f a party momber who has been unjustly attacked.
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5/ 055 BR 70.7
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7/ Tho's Yvho in Mazl Gormary, 19hh

8/ Vurdentracer im Dritton Reich, 1943
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11/ Verwaltung und Uirtschaft des Deutschen Reichs, 1942
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13/ 0ss Source D, 2L Junc 1945
1/ Heiden, Conbad: Der Firer (Uitler's Rise o Powor), Boston, 13LL
15/ 085 XL~111L9

This rccord is a summary of such intelligence
(from one or more scurces as indicated) as was
available at the tine of preparaticn. It nay
consaquently be subject to anendient by additional
or more recent intelligence. Index nuabors and
letters are solely for indexing statemonts in the
report.

CONFTINPIAL

- __ﬁ_._N_.___.J



