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We discussed initially the agtivity of General Blaskowitz at Prague
during the period betwecen the Germ#n occupation of Czechoslovakia and
the assumption of office of von Neurath., General Blaskowitz stated that
his relations with President Hocha werc extremely cordial, that in his

normal civilian life. During the period of his command which was approXi?
mately six wocks, no significant incidents took place nor was there any
uprising-of the population.

Subscquently, Blaskowitz discussed his activitics as commander of
the Eighth Germen Army in the Polish Campaign and his dutics thereafter
as military commander of thc occupntion troops in Poland. In such :
position he occupicd on the military side a placc similar to that of Frank ' i
in the civilian government. Actually there was not much relation betwecn
the two since tho witness wished to concern himself solely with military :
matters and did not in any wey interferce with the civilisn govermment or -
with the action of the police. Blaskowitz was not ordered by his supcriora
von Brauchitsch, to ~void interfcrence with the civilian government, but
both he and Frank scrupulously maintaincd the scparation. The witncss was
aware of the activitics of the civilian government in deporting Jows into
ghcttos and the activitics of the scerct police.s His soldicrs, however,
did not rcceive, and indced they were forbidden to cxereise any police
power, Thc task of thc witness was to maintain the sccurity of Poland
with a minimum of troops sincc soldicrs werc urgently nceded on the west-
ern front,.

The policc mcasurcs which werc undertaken scemed to the witness to
mrke the oxecution of his mission more difficult ~nd accordingly hc pre-
pared a rcport bascd on pcrsonnl knowledge and the information transmitted
to him by subordinate commandcrs concerning the activitics of thc police and
the undcsirability of the policy in cffcet regarding Jews and Polese He
ncver reecived a reply to this report except in the winter of the following
ycar when Brauchitsch called a conference of high-ranking 'rmy officinls to
discuss gencral matters »nd during the course of the mecting Himmler spoke,
a few words in an attempt to justify the actions which were undertsken as
a matter of ncccositye The affair in Poland was not specifically mentioned
at this mceting, but the witness has no doubt but that Himmler's remarks
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in thc Lrmy was thereby pregudlped.

Blaskow1tz was unable to say whether the policc werc subjcct to the
‘bontrol bf Frank or whether Krogger took his orders from Himmler and that
‘Frank was unablec to control their conducti  Blaskowitz had no specific
‘recollection of pointing out to Franﬁ tHe undesirability of the construction
- of ghottos and the use of vigorous police measures, but he believes that

_ his attitude in such affairs was well known and that it is quite possible
“that in discussions which he had with Frank he pointed out this fact. The
witness is extremely cooperative and gives the impression of being a soldier
- who did.not concern himsclf with political activitics or civilion adminis-
trationo
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