FOFFICE OF THZ U.S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
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INTZRROG.TION DIVISION SUMV.RY

Interrogation of : GOTTLIEB BZERGER
By: Colonel Brundoge, R0 September 1945 4L.M. Nuremberg

PIRS0HS, ORC.LNIZ.LTIONS INPLICATED ..ND SUBJICTS

1. Hitler
a. Relationship with: Bormann (p.7); Fegelein (pe7); General Burgdorf
(pe7); Kaltenbrunner (p.3)

. Re Kaltenbrunncr
2. Chiof of the RSHA (p.2)
b. Police Function
(1) Exccutive Polico Power (peR)
() Triezd to avoid (vp 6-7)
ce Concentration Camps
(1) Knowledge of (p.l0)
(R) Responsibility for arrests (p.3)
(3) Releacse of Intornzes (pe4)
(4) Evacuation of Internces during .llied .idv-nce (pp 5-6)
de Criminal Responsihility (p. 7-3)
ee Relationship with: Bormann (pe?); Hitler (ped); Mucller (p.3,4);
Nebe (p.3); Schellonbors (ped).
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%« Ribbentrop
ae  Criminel Responsibilty (pp 10-1%; 14=15)

4o Gluecks
2. Concontration Camps
(1) Prim~ry Responsibility (pe«)
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5. General Korl Wolff
-2e Concentrztion Camps (p.10)

ERNST K..LT a3RUNIIE]

Berger stated Kaltonbrunner was Chief of the whole Sccurity Police.
Kaltenbrunner vwas the man "... who oxccuted orders” with rclation to the
concentration camps. Pohl (Chief of the concentration camps) did not fit
into the chein of command undor Kaltonbrunnore (pel)

PIpY = 5 R

Kol tenbrunner had dnily conferences with Fucller, Nebz and Schellenberg
in Berlin. Starting in the surmer of 19«4 Keltenbrunner conforred personally
with Hitler without the usual formality of his sunerior, Himmlar, being
present. (ped)



Gottlich Berger, o Scptembor 1945 w.lh

s Chief of the Security Police Kaltenbrunner was heod of the Gestapo,Kripo,
SD. "Kaltcnbrunnzr's men" arrcsted those persons that were put inte the concen-
tration camps. (pe$) Kaltenbrunner olso had the authority to name the camp into
which the individurl prisoner would be placed and likewisc had authority to
issuc orders to the camp commandant. (pe3; sec also pe4) Kaltenbrunner was not
the superior of the Denth-Head Guards, nor the civilian cmployces of the Camps--
that was Gluccks. {(ppe3+4) Berger stated, however, that in connection with sce-
king a "releasc! from a concentration camp the consent of lueller wns required
"eesond that also means Kaltenbrunner'. (pe<)

When the German troops marched into Jaustria, the SS was given over to
Kaltenbrunncr. Bergor statod that he had knowm Kaltenbrunncr since thot time --
1938, (pe6) Kaltenbrunner thousht of himself as ~ "great diplomat'. In latsr
years he did not like the prospact of teking over the Reich Seeurity Chief Office
after Heydriche at the time Kaltenbrunnor stated, Y"s..that he was a lawyer and
«+e 2 man for the political service." He would have preforred being assigned as
the ¥"German delegatc to Budapest'. (pp 6-7) After taking Office, Kaltenbrunner
formed a very closc rclationship with Bormann. (p 7)

Kaltenbrunncr's Crirminnl Respensibility: Bergeor statad that he did neot
know whether or not Kaltenbrumnor wos connected with the commission of the
atrocitics, but "according tc the honorable conception ¢f the S5, ceverybody
corries the repensibility of his office". (pp.7-3) Berger stated that if Kalten-
brunncr's stoatement to the cffoct that he had only visitod o concentration camp
énce in his life is truc then it indicates "a great failing of his duty, a very
great failure." (p.10)

fdITLERYs CIRCLZ, 1945

"In the end it was Bormann, Fegelein, Genoral Burgdorf who formed o close
circle around Hitler, and it was hardly possible to penctrate the circle by
outsiders, cspcecinclly ‘after the attempt on his (Hitler's) 1lifci's (pe7)

RISPONSIBILITY FOR CONCTNTR.TION C..l'PS

Berger stated th~t the onc primarily responsible was the Commandant of the
camp; sccondary responsibility lay with Gluecks. (p.4) Berger stated that during
the night of the 28nd -RS rd of .april 1945 he intercepted certain concentration
camp internees and prisoncrs of war being marched by foot from Dachau to "the
alps's Berger stated that the Comp Commendant had told him that the order hnd
been reccived from Kaltonbrunnere Borgor stated that he then took steps to
forbid the clearance of prison comps and concontration camps in the wake of the
wllied advance=-and cstablished the order that all inmntas werzs to be held in
place pending arrival of .llicd trecepse. (ppe5-6)

JO..CHII® VO RIBBINTROP

Berger stated, "I hate this mane.. becausce he wos the man who was guilty
and he arronged it so that we could not come into any agrcoment with the ¥Westl!
(pe10) Ribbentrop must have known the trend of events == the cntire foreign
press was at his disposal. (ppe. 10-11) "Ribbentrop was the biggost criminal in
Germany" (p.1l). Borger stated that he recnlls having burned certein papers



Gottlicb Borger, 20 Septembor 1945 el

containing notes made by Hffnmleor repnrding discussions he had with Hitler in
1940. From his rcccllection of thesc vritings of Himmlar's Borg:r stated, "It
should hav.e been possible to cnd the ware..' in that year (through diplomatic
channcls)e (pelR) Bergar statcd thot fhb netes indientod that informotion wms.
then avnileble that a meove towards Poland by Germanyg would cause o declara= [
tion of wor by ingland--that it nlght hove been pessible to conclude the 1ssue
by recognlzln“ G“rntmy s rights in the corridor but "Ribbentrep avoided this o
sclution by giving falsec presentaticns ond giving. false opinions''s Bergor
concluded, however, by stoting that he had no "concrete facts to prove that
Ribbentrep is the greatost criminal of them 21l%. (ppel4=15)

GENER.LL K.RL WOLIF

Berger statced thot it would be difficult for him te bolicve a statement
by Wolff that h: h~d only visited thrao concentration comps during the time
that he was with the SS scrvice. Himmler visited ths camps very often in the
former days=-as his .djutant it is to bz assumad that wolff would have bean
with him. (p«15)



