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where he became nonager of Dondne

10X
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(£cil Cultivution and ' ater Lupplies), i.e. the most essential

FTnorrmy .

UM L DL LAL

cn 27 Cetober 1844, DBacke vas anpoin'ed (tate lecretary in

the Reich.Ninistry for Food and ,gri ulture (Keichsministerium

fir srofhrung und Landvirtschaft) §/ On 1 January 1935, when

o

the National and the Prussian Fcod »upply iinistries were -%
combined under Darré as Leichs-und Preussicher .:inister fdr 'g
ernahrtng und Lundwirtschaft, Backe, as First wtate Secretary,. ,%
was entrusted with the administratior of Sectiohs I-V of the 'té
newly crganized winistry, vhile the ormer otate secfetary of \5
: &

3

the Prussian uinistry, willikens, 2nc¢ otate Secretary, vas

Comapd

placed in charpe of Sections VI-VIII  sSubjects covered by

vecticns I - ¥ included Vgrwaltung (.dministration), Virtshhafts

politik (Eccnomic olicies), Bauern - und Bodenpolitik (Peasant '}

and Farming Policies), Zoll - und Huidelspolitik (Customs und

Trade Policies), as vell as Landeskultur und wasserwirtschaft f3
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branches of the linistry. Jections vI-VIII dealt with

o

Ctaatseirener Grundbesitz und Bauerliche siedlung (State-owned

3
4
b 3
4
i
3

¥

iseal .state and Farm Lettlcments), GestUteiesen (liorse Bresding

.stablishacnts), and Preussische Veterinarverwaltung (Adminis-

tration of Crussian Veterinarian Problems). &/

In his capacity as lst Itate iecretary of the leich ..inis-
try for Fcod and Agriculture, Backe wus dso one of the seven

members of the aufsichtsamt fr das Kreditwesen (Supervisory

'office for credit transaétions) of the lieichsbank vhich had
been established by the law of 5 Deccrber 1934. Z/o This office
was charged v.ith the superviéion of 211 domestic credit insti-

tutions as well as with the control of those branches of foreign'

R A ARt s

cmdit enterprises that were located in German territbry, 8/
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BACKE, Herbert (cont'd) e COLFLOLNTLAL
R . .,
§# “ The Four Yeur vlan vas enucted cn 18 (ctober 1986 to
%7' vpromote a better utilization of all werman rescurces wish
[
? a view to possible future ‘emergencies'", Goering, as head
PE of the nev program, in his first desrce (24 Cctober 1936,
. appointed Backe head of the Food pivision (Geschéiftsgruppe
; frn8hrung). In this decres CGoering pointed ot that the in-
: dividuval group chiefs vere persona]ly responsible te him and
vere to carry out his assignments, 9/ A% the fourth lational
Péasant ticeting {lkelchsbaverntag) in Yoslar in November 19236,
Backe stressed &s principal acricultural gouls under the Four
Year 2lan thres major aspechs: 1) «n increass in sroduction
g (l:ehrerzeugung ), 2) the accunulution of-stocke'(Vorratstir%w
S schaft), and 3) a training sro-~ramw cuitable to the developmem;
?; of new attitudes in accordence with lLational sceialist princi-
? ples (Erziehung zur neuer Haltung). 10/
zi vhen the Relchsnfhrstund (geich Fecod sstate) was establi-
i
5 shed under Darré's leadership in ~eptenber 1933, backe received
the important position of Leader of Chief Section . "Leonomics”
= in the Staff Office of the Kelch recsant lLeader (Hauptabteiluug
¥
;w a_Mirtschaft" im otubsamt des .eichsbaverafdhrers;. 11/
: The Staff Cflice worked cut laws anc ceerces conceraing agri-
culture and food distribution and hendled the correspondence
arising. v.ith Reich uiinistries and with Party offices., All

agricultural questions concerning other countries also vere

sent to the starf Cffice s0 far as the Uinistry did not attend:

to them. 12/
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‘bert =5 ' CCNFIDENTIAL
hen, in 1942, -scr creps and luck of farm labor caused

increasing dissatisfaction, the iinister fer Food and isgricul-

ture, V.alther Darré, was civen g "long leuve of absence’”, and

Backe v.as charged wWith the executlion of his duties (23 Vay 1942) :

18/, - “or many yeurs osreviously backe in reality had been the

person runninz the fcod ginisﬁryn Darrg, knovn as inefficient,
had sroved successful in inventing slogans such as "erzeusungg
achlecht” {(RBattle of rroduction), and had been an ardent agvo-
cate of Nuazi racial ideologies.
a8 esrly attenpts to bresk up large estates into small farms,
as well as nis oppositior %o large scale financial interests,

-

had caused much suspicion against him in conservative circles

in Germany.  His failure to live up to his promises finally\ha&\;
made Darré unpopular even v.ith the neasantry, so nhat.jokes‘ !
developed as "Hather three years of Darre {&raught) Qhan one,
7ear of Darré"; 14/

Backe, in contrast fio Darré, was known to be a supporter
of the bip ¢states, tecenuse he believed Lhat they were better
.zble to preduce and deliver foodstuffs for the market; they
therefore apgearéd t¢ him as indispencsable under a policy of
"autarchyf followed by the Féur Year £lan. Backe supoorted
especially the large distilleries which obtained alcohol from
votatoes, inasnuch as this alcohol (converted into ".Jonopolin™)

vielded one of the rost vibal substitutes for gasoline, and

7180 proved es

0

senblal in the manufacture of munitions.

On- the
other hand, bBacke had clesed all distilleries sroducing alcohol. ¢
irom grain, because ths grain was to be preserved as feed for =
attle., v

His radical tendencies, however, .

s
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é In his speech of July 1942, Backe emphasized thal,
%' future, problems in the field of avricﬁlture vere oot f
: ved by vague romanticism (vershhwommene Romuntik), tut b
a positive idealism (realer Idealismus). Backe nov func’.i:
i as acting Reich aud Crussian winister ror Food and Agricur’
: (Geschdftsfuhrender Reich-und ’reussischer ilinister flix xi
;' hrung und Landwirtschatt), and in this capaci£v #lso repuvn.
: Darre as lkeich ’easant Leader (Reichsbauvernfthrer) and =z - -
of the Office For sgrarian affairs ((berbefehlsleiter dc
fur sgrarpositikx ) of the N8Lar. 15/. .lthough, after
: 1943, Durré vas spparated from practically all activitiey
these departments, he remczined their mowipal head unitil o
£ 1944, vhen Backe wvas officially promoted to the position
é Reichsminister. 16/.
% As soon as Backe had taken over full administradive
§ tions in 1842, a thorough reorganization of the darﬁcultug
% department vwas initlated. The principal chunge vas the ?
of the functions of Chief Section I, ™'an" (Hauptabteilu:-
"Der .iensch") of the keichsn#hrstund to several rarty apoi.
Part of the settlement section vas taken cver by the &O
‘ These changes were in line w.ith the ceneral trend to decro.
; the »ovier of the Reichsmhrstand a5 An 1inistrative orygoo
g 4 zation. QZ/Q It had alreudy lost muen of its automouy i

vhen regional and local machinsry vas created for the lin
for Food and sericulture through establishment of the hug

and locel lLeich-Food Offices (Landeserndhrungsimter w,

Kreisernahrungsamter) 20/. ..




BACKE, Herbert (cont'd) =Y CONFIDuNTLaL

In May 1942, the Party's Reich Office for Agrarian

Affairs(Reichsamt far Agrarpolitik) in which Backe had function-

ed under Darré's administration as Special Commissionexr and

"Hauptamtsleiter (Chief Office Léader), was transformed into

the Reich Cffice for Rural Population (lieichsamt ftir das

Landvolk), vith Backe as, Oberbefehlsleiter (Chief) representing

Darré, who vas"on leave",  This office dealt i.ith all ideolo-

<

glcal questions formerly dealt with by the Reictméhrstand, and

hereafter was charged .ith the indoctrinatioh of the peasantrj

along party lines (beauftragt, die Menschenfihrung des Land-

volks in Rahmem der Partei durchzufthren. 2 /. Subsequent

changes, announced by Backe in May 1944, included the trans-

formation of regional fgrmers',organizations into Gau farmers!

organizations, thus bringing about an even closer coordination

of peasant organizations with the Party setup. 22/ :
The intesration of the‘centfal administration of the

iieichsn#hrstand into the Linistry of +#ood and Agriculture took
place in 1943. 23/.

Acting for Darré, Backe also functioned from 1942 on as
President of the Reich Hereditary Farm Court (Reichserbhof-
gericht). 2&/.

While 88 Obergruppenfthrer and clpsely cocperating with

Himmler as Commissioner of the NSDAP for all guestions connected -

vwith the strengtheninz of the German folkdom (Beauftragter der

NsDAP fUr alle Vclkstumsfragen), §§/° Backe, in 1942, did not '

take charge of the Race and Settlement Office (Rasse und

Siedlungsam$) of the 853, an office held orisinally by Darre,

and later on (as of 1943) taken over by Richard Hildebrandt. 9§/
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Under Baéke'é direction, the emphasis in the Battle of
Procuction shifted from attexnpts to increase over-all productim
to the building of safeguards ageinst a decline in yield, 27/
and to the redistribution of production quoctas. Furthermove,
mobilization of the jast reserves of labor and of commoditCy
production were admittedly essential to the success of this
policy. Therefére, vortions of the existing reservoir of foreign
labor vere utilized in industry, but shifted to agriculture
during the planting und harvest sesscn. 28/ The concomitant
plan for using evacuees as farm replacement workers, hcwever,
had definite limitations bccause of special skills reguired of
agricultural lebor. 29/

with respect'to'production and delivery gquotas, efforts
mére directed at an increase in Lhe increments from each farm
through even mcre effective supervision. Punitive measures
against delinyuent peasants becare more severe:' imprisonment
only, instead of fines, was imposed as penalty for infringe-
ment of the requirement to surfender crops. 30/ Also the
sale of State-controlled produce by self-suppliers was banned
by Backe. 31/ |

Confrontsd vith a jotentially serioms food crisis, Backe
called a meeting of members of the Food iinistry in Berlin on
29 January 1943, which was attended by such agricultural leadersv

as Gustav Behrens, Landesbéuernfﬂhrer (Rerional Peasant Leader)

Kbrner, Ministerial Councillor ilorits, end others. 1In view
of ilncreasing difficulties, Backe had been asked by Hitler
whether, in spite of losses to lussia, the remaining agricul-

tural regions in the iust could insure German food supplyQ

H ;
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(Thuenen wcciety). Johann Heinrich wvon Thuencn had, in the be-

CONFIDaWTIAL

Backe reported to the Liinistry that the sast could supply the
food, if Hitler agreed to his request for more \orkers, machines
and communication facilities in that area, and gave hip Jjuris-
dictiqn instead of Rusenberg. ‘¥roer and Behrens agreed with
Backe, but probably mainly because they would have welcomed an
opportunity to set rid of Rosenterg. Moritz strongly op)osed
Backe's view bccause of the imp:acticality of his demands.
Backe, thercfore, decided to postpone his feply to Hitler until
the pastern Front sould be stsbilized, and intimated to'members
of thetministry that Hitier ha& worked out plans to build an
wast wall similar to the Lest \all., 32

In order to}foster'agriculaural theories prooagated by

the Nazis, Backe, in June 1944, founded the Thuenen Gesellscnaftf

ginning of the 19th century, introduced a profit sharing progrem |
on his estate Tellovw in ilecklenvurg, and vritten extensively on
egriculturel groblems srising Cor an isolated state, in his

bock Der Xsolierte staat in Beziehuns auf Landvirtsbhaft und

NationalBkonomie (The Isolated rtate vith reference o agricul-
ture and National rconomics), 1F26. The first meeting of the
soclety wvas éttended not only by prominent Party members,
menbers of the Armed Forces, and Govérnment representatives
(State oecretary von Ltesngracht fejresenting Reich Foreién
l'inistex von Ribbentrop, bubt alsc by many foreign guests, in-
cluding the Japanese ambassador, Oshims, and the Koumanian

©inister, Ghecrghe. 33/

Ao

COUNFTIDRIPT AT, B S S S .



ity

—
Joa i,

5 s SO 5 v
- =i

gCKE, Herbert (cont'd) ~
iy | -10- CONFIDENPIAL

Backe was also ist Vice President of the Kaiser

hilhelmgesellsohaft sur forderung der V.issenschaften - 1941-42

(Emperor V.illiam oociety for the advancement of Science),

Berlin. 34/. From . January 1943 on, he functioned as member .
5, of the advisory Boar:i (Beirat) of the Deutsche Reichsbahn. gg/.

Literary activities of Backe include his editorship of

the periodical Deuts:he agrarpolitik (as successor to Darrg)a

Among books published by him are Um die Nahrungsfreiheit

Europas (The Struggl: for luropean self-sufficiency with

respect to food suppiies) and Das znde des Liberalismus in

der \.irtschaft (The =nd of liberalism in economics.) Iﬁ‘these

volumes Backe expounied National ©Socialist theories, discussed
the agricultural gosls of the Four Year Plan, and pictured
the anticipated succuss of Nazi policies. 36/

In recognition of his achilevements for the-Nazi Party
Backe received the Purty Badge in Gold. 387/

On_l4 May 1945, vhen the Geraan Foreign Minister Cchwerin
von Krosﬁck apnounce:l the formation of the surrender regime

under GCrand Admiral Dcenitz, backe was disclosed as being one

of the members of th: cabinet., (The others vere Albert oSpcer,
Rrang Seldte and Julius [einrich Dorpmueller.)

Backe vas arresied at Flensburg and held as a pfisoner
of var by the illie¢ “orces, when the boenits government waé

formally dissolved c. 23 iay 1945,

24/8/45
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sources: s .
1/ wer Ist's, 1955, p. 48
Das Dettsche Fthre.lexikon, 1934/35, p. 38

yv.urdentrager im Dritten heich, 1943, p. 14
Horkenback, Cuno, Das Deutsche Reich won 19818 bis Heute
1935, p. 917
2/ 1ho's Lho in inzi Germany, 1944, p. 46
“h0's " ho 1n wermany and Austria, 1945, ». 7
Juo, ~ource 5, &9 Cctober 194¢ o
3/  Horkenbsek, ch. cit., p. 1565 _'ﬁ
4/ Ibid., p. 290 '
5/ Ibid., p. 501 4
6/ Ipid., p. 795 %
le, Gerd, Das Dritte Leich, III, 1935, p. 80/51 i
7/ RGBL., 1954, 5. 1203 i
8/  Horkenback, o). cit., p. 827 | e
9/ Ruhle, op. ci:c., IV, 1935, p. 252/53 iR
: 4
10/ Ivid., p. 282/83 ‘ | i
11/ Horkenback, o:. cit., p. 885
12/ 0SS, vource 3, June 1945
13/  Igpid. '
‘urdentrager ‘m Dritten Reich, 1943, p. 82
14/ 058, cource &, 29 liay 1942, p. 1
15/ Hamburger Frendentatt, 5 July 1942
‘Who's Vho 1n 'azl Germany, 1944, p. 46
18/ DNB, 6 April 1944
FCC, 6 april 1944
17/ 038, Source 3, June 1945
18/ 008, wcurce F, February 1944
19/ ver Leitet, 1941/42 , L
Nationalsozialistisches Jahrbuch, 1941/42/43/44 o
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FCC, 17 June 1944, p. 1l

0S5, Source S, 8 .pril 1244, p. 8

Taschenbuch fUr Vervaltuicsbeamte, p. 54, 1945

Nationalsozialistisches Tahrbuch, 1943, 1944

085S, wource F
0SS, oource §, 1944

. .
Volkischer Beobachter, - ) llarch 1944

Rheinisch iestfalische . 3itung, 19 March 1944

0S8, Source S5, 8 April, 1944

Lwestdeutscher Beobachtes, Cologne, 22 llarch 1944

FCC, Daily iteport, 8 Jaiuary 1944

088, wcurece $, 29 Januaiy 1943

DNB, 9 June 1944, ND 4 1169, 9 June 1944

t.er Leitet, 1941/42

" tUrdentréger im Dritten zeich, 1943, p. 14

Ibiad.
Backe, Herbert, Das Lndc des Liberalisaus in der wirst-
schaft, 1948

055, Scurce S

New York Times, 15 tlay [ 349

New York Times, 24 ilay 13495

This record 1s & sumuar, of such intelligence (Ircm one
or more sources as indicated) as ias cvailable at the
time of preparation. I may ccnseguently be subject Ho
anmendnent by additional or more recent intelligence.
Index nuabers and letters are solely for indexing stats-
ments in the report. :



