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At some time in the early part of April, 1045, in the
expectation that Germany might be cut in two, liltler had
directed in writing that should he go to Sout®» Germany, (ross-

admiral Doenitz was to teke charge in the lorth. Should Eltler,

however, procecd to North Germany, Field iar: hall Xessclring
was to assume comaand in the South., In accordance wwth thesc
instructions, Coenitz, who was at that timc in Ploecn ir
lolstein, proceecdcd to Flensburg, ,

On the cvening of April 30, 1345, he had rcecclved a tclce-
gram from Litler's hcadquartcrs (The Bunie zcr) in Berlin in the
official code and under thc signaturc of Bormann to th: cflcet
thet Hitler had cxccutcd a pollitical tcstament eppointing
Docnitz to b¢ successor and dirceting the Grosscdmirel to
toke such mcasures s hc considercd right end cxpedicnt,

Doenitz hed lcerned from Gencral Jodl and Ficld liarshel Kcitcl
that Eitlcr had civen up the war for lost on April 22nd,
Docnitz was nt first surpriscd at his eppointment beenusc he
haed never been e politicien, but ~ftcr further considcration
come to the conclusion thet in the eircumstznecs the 2llcgicnec
of the forccs could not hove bicn sceurcd cxeent by a trustced
comnendcer. iHc kncw too thet thierc hed voen o disputc between
Hitler and Gocrine, and that therc could bec no question of the
letter's claim to the succession being ratificd ot this starc,
Docnitz had ot oncc decilded to surrcndcr ond to put on <nd to
the hostilitics with the lcost possible bloodshecd., On thc
following day hc held & conforcncc with dodl, Icitel, Genernl
Lindcmﬁnn from Tenmark, Tcrboven and bocbﬂcr from :o rway, end
Schoencr's chicf of stnff, Ccnerel von Watzacr, ids chict
conccrn, ep~rt from bringing hostilitics to on c¢cnd, waos to

nablc &8s many Germens £s possiblc, both civilinns and military
to cscapc from the advancing Hussicns to the "cst. In the
mcontimc he had asked xlmxlcr who was nearby in idolstcin, to
comc to scc him, Doenitz hhﬁ cnly lils vcrsonnl staff «ndé no
cermcd forces whetsocver ot thec timec., IHimmlcr arrived with
heavily armcd cscort ond on hearins thet Docnitz had boen named
by Hitler to succccd him, Iimralcr, who hnd cxpcetcd the appeint
ment for himsclf, proposcd thit lhc should be modec sceend in
comnand, Tocnitz found this impossiblc -3 hc hod dcecidcé unon
a govcrnment of tcehnleicns te cssist in the corrying out of
the surrcndcr, IHimmlcr thercupon 1lcft,

On ey 1lst, hc rceclived 7~ sceond telgrrem from the Berlin
hce~dquerters, slicncd by Bormann dcclering thrt the documcent
rcfcrrcd to in his prcevious tclcgram was lcgrlly cF;wctlvc and
that the document itsclf waos on its wey to him by couricr. Thce
couricr wrs last hcerd of somcwhere in the nt]”htorhood of
Wennsce, In thc cvening of the samc dny Docniftz rcecived a
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third telegram from Berlin signed by both Goebbels and Bormann
giving the time of Hitler's death, with Doenitz as his success-
or in the office of President, Coebbels as iteich Chancellor,
Bormann as liinister for the Party, and Seyss-Inguart as Ilinister
for Poreign Affairs and advising him that Goebbels and Bormnann
were enroute to Flensburg,

Doenitz having been originally charged to takc such
measures as he consiaered right and cxnoa:ent felt undcr no
obligation to acccpt the proposed new sct-up, ané hc then
appointed von Krosigk as his ilinister for I'orelgn Lffcirs,
Ribbentrop had been in Flensburg at the tinme, but Docnitz wonli
not have considered appointing him. Lack of cowmnications :
mede 1t impossible for Doenltz to obteln en ocath of zllcglance
from the armed forces, but sincec Hitler had designatcd Hlm his
successor he mointained that the oath of “chﬁiuncc to Iitlcer
now ran to his person, &nd he broadcest to thot cffcct. Le
had discussed with Generals Jodl =nd ¥eitcl thc best mecons of
effecting a surrender but he fclt sure that the crmics in the
Eost who would heve expeccted to be scnt to Siberia would not
obey an order to lay down their arms,

During the nicht of lley 2nd and 3rd he scnt &LAmirsl von
Frcideburg to Field iershal lontgomery, ond upon his rcturn
with ;ontgomcry s terms, Doenitz at once gnve orders for the
withdrawal of German forccs from Denmark end thce MNctherlends,
Gencral Blaskowitz queried his authority s=nd Docnitz cenflrmed
that the order came from him as Hitler's succcssor. On the
night of Il'ay S5th and 6th, Frcidcburg was sent to Genernl Elscne
hower, who demanded surrcnder unconditionally to the Russiens
as well as to western allies. Doenitz was still uncertain
whether the Germans in the East would obey the order end Jodl
end Kcitel werc of the definite opinion thet Schocner would
not do so, Jodl was sent to Gencral Eiscnhower to cxnloin
this, but the latter did not modify his tcrms and proposed
moreover to close the western territory to troops and
cilvilians moving in from the East. On Iiay 7th, thercforc,
Doenltz agreed to surrcnder unconditionally to the thrce
powers ond wes gciven 48 hours to comaunicate with Schocner to
whom General Hcyor-Dictring was then sent under amcricon cscort,

The unconditionsl surrender of thc Germen nrmed forcces !
became effective on liay 9, 1945, and Docnitz' primary task '
was complete, He felt 1t his duty, however, to remain as head
of the German state ns long as possible and did this until the
anllies abolished his zovernment,

Grossadmirel Docnitz wanted to ndd that when von Frcicde-
burg returned from Genecral Eiscnhower's hcadquarters on ilay 7
he brourht with him an Amcricen paper with picturcs in it of
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the Germen concentration camps, and he stated thot before seelng
that paper neither he nor any of his nrval or army colleagues
had the faintest idea of the condlitions »nrevailing in those
camps. Naval personnel were under navel Jurisdiction and

there would at no time have been occasion for contoct between
the navy and the administration of the concentraetion craps.

He did not dispute the fact thnat in charncter and scele thesc
German atrocities were the worst in the history of menkinad

and was et a loss to account for them,

In discussing the outbrecak of the war Doenitz explrincd
that the significance of thc march into Praguc and the scri-
ousness which the outside world hed attnched to this hed only
dawned on him in the last few wceks, but that he could now
understaend the 1lmportoncce of it.

As for the dcclaratlon of war against thc United Statcs,
until the time of Pearl Harbor he had becen ordercd by ilitler
to do everything possiblec to 2voild provoking thcm and had beon
forbidden to attack Amcrican destroycrs cven aftor thcy hed
attecked and sunk his U-boats. Thls mcant, in fact, thet the
U-boots werec unable to attock any dcstroycrs of whatcver
nation end were undcr consldecrable handicnp,

Hitler had 1littlc intercst in Submarinc warforc ot first,
His incllnation was teowsrds big bettleships with big guns, but
he had gredunlly scen his mistnke cspccinlly aftcr the U-boat
success of 1942, When the submorines werc beaten in 1043 by
sircraft nnd redor, Doenitz had plannced 2nother type of sub-
marine which could rcmein undgr weter and. trevel ot hich speed,
Thesc submarincs werc under construction at the time the
Germans surrendcrcd. Only onc was et sca,
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