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Telations with ritain

e first srincinle ol 7ls politicel career nhed tcen
to rrorete understonding between .nglend end Gerrany, he had
never lost sismt el this even in the vears of war, .¢ had not
cone Lo .itler as o party menter; lLic could recall havin: at
irst viewed Nis ascerniancy with mlssivinzge Te kad been sent
Tor 2y . 1tler as 2 Lusiness man of wide international a2coualn-
tance and o thioroush ltnowledre of Lritein, IL was ncrhans
“ard te belleve in the 1light of cvents, that the ruehrer's
forcest c¢ream hod been of £n “nrloe-Cor=on 2llisnce in the
service of which he n2d besen prepered to =alntnln a force of
twelve dlvisions for the defence of any part of the -ritish
temire, Such wvere the Miehrer's sentirents that ke was the
sere Geenly hurt when piritain secened Lo mistrust rnis notives
anuy to ehstruet »His plens,

fnnleo=CGormen allisnce had been s zogl wihcn he pere
suclcd “ltler to send him a3 Anmbessacdor to london in 10353 the
vear beilore he "ad helpned to concludc the naval arreement ard
knd =1lmost arrencsed o vislt of tre +uehrer to .r. :aldwvin ot
Chequers, ..is nisslen was marrcd fro= the ocutset by his part
in the Fon-lntervention Committee where vritis™ and Cepgan
viewpoints often conillectcd, CGerrmany kel not been under any
okliznlion to intervene in Ip2in elthoush Tranco hed asked
for sunport, nor hac the luchrer any lecling for tkhe Spaniards,
or cny theoustt of tryin;: out "is forces nnd thicir weanons; 1t
ves rather that the princinles at stalze hied spelled a ch:allengce
to his frith, “het wit» one tiin< and another inr~lo-Ccrmnan
relstions “ad re;retatly wvorsered curing Nibneniron's term
of ofllece,- but kis efforts to win sy-nathy sg+wons €latinsuished
people, including _r. iamsay .acVonnld esnc Ying Léwerd VITI
Tor Tuticnal sociclist concentions had not been nlioether un-
succecssiul,

In 1233 ne Yeecsme Zorcicn .inlster., Von leurat': lad
rcained on -‘ehruory 4th, eonc lils 2ppointwent datcd from the
stwe GeYe On cbruery b6tl, Lo sttended his {irst 2nd t™e last
full wcetin~ of the Germsn Cabinet to llsten tec o discourse
by thc Yushrer on thc Jlohers affeir. .likbentrep's broad
instructions =5 lforeirn inister were to sctblc the nroble-s
of fustrie, of .‘erel, Tanzig and t-e Corridor, cnc of other
German ~incritics, all by nececeful aeans, Fs 1t had turnec
out, however, all such qucstions had been hendled by Litler
1i~sclf as the Ctete-in-person wnd net throuzh the loreirn
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In “‘arch, 1239, hec nud beon or“er ¢ cut of the blue
Lo warn the Czcehr | Inister that the =a2ltrentrent of Germans
In Cuechoslovakin usl cecse 2t onecy e mad invited iacha
to ‘erlin, ‘e hac¢ cnoesvoursd to reson with tme ‘'uehrcr
on the subject and hed recalled In vain the undertal:in-s of
tire ‘unlek a-recricnt, but .fitler 2oc beoon quitc convincz< that
thlis was none of Lritsin's tusiness and was B1ind to every-
Lladns n;cc“L thr nerlils of his fellow-ccuntryacn, It is dGoubt-
ful vmetier ddtlentroo Misscll hzd much coneeption of the sig-
ke anes o” t»¢ merch on Jsrecue, e ves Fenceld ¢ ooroclemation
cornosac. end 812ncc Ly itler to read over the wireless vl
Ley ot tlhare, If the Vucihrer's f'celings towarids .n:-lanc
ch waier-one o clan~e it ccule be dated froa Mls spcecn at

Seerbrocken iIn October, 1038,

The Cuthrenl of or

Mepotliaticns wilth Polrnd for a settlement of outstaniing
ounestlons had led to nothing, ritein had ratifiec the Lolish
npact, 'the melrer cpaftecd 2ils lest word in the matter, & very
fedlr nreovosnl as it sseed te Aibhbentron--with Insuruclions

to Inforu the -rills:: fabsasacor 23 a matbtce of courtesy

(5ir Teville Lendersor “ad somewhot cCistorted nis account of
tals interview)s Cn the cve of tie cemnal-n he uneculvocslly
acdviscd the !uskrer of the certainty of .ritisha intervention,
is own representations and _ussolini's threetened denuncia-
tion of the Itnlizn nlllance had steyed the sttac on Polend
for some sirteen hovrs, In Lhe night, houever, nerhans
becsuse intclll~ence oi ™oro atroclileca camec in the Fuchrer
charrred *1s ind ond revoker Luce ¢£ll te hslt of tre nrevioua
day. rnoth nen were Ceedly distressed,

-

e ..usvacrtlsen Amt in Tartime

Iiie for the ltorelrn !inister of t:e Third Tcleh hed

heen ell beer and skittlese 1In wertine 1t wes nll he
could co to kcep the .inistry allecat, The ‘“rmy and the i'srty
Dulip »¢. his loportance ond tresnheascd on iis tervitory vhaille

itlcr nersorifics the state 1n all forelen affiairs, Tic was
neiLher taken into oncralions nor rlven intclll-cence, 1ili-
tory attaclics and Party representetives had hi~cr status
abroad than dinlowmatie missions. In so far ns e had somc say
in reutral countrics he was in pervpetusl trouble cwing to the
11l-navised #nd unherealcded mcasures of poarty conmnissloners in
ncichboring ocecupicd terrltory and the excesses of the 3S,
"tve major crisls in Itockhol:x on lorwerian 20 G Tanish quese
tions were 2 case In noint, ¢ had had 48 hours notice of the
invesion of lorwey and thevcaiter vhilc he ves in necotistlons
with the ¥ins to roemein, the Party were deposing him in Oslo
end the “roy vuerc roundin® ilx out of the countrv, In Holland
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tere wes » ..clel comeissioncer, ..1litary co=zianders had charge
in te nlkens, “feetz Yo 1little or no suthority in rence,
in Lenwrk tzincs Led bren sonevhat easler untll, on uritish
Initiative the resistance 1oveuent had grovn wun, hgually in
Polana Lhe 3t- cug ef ris atluc™e wes no wore than that of a
liciscon officer and tie TForcirn Ofiice had no more lnowledze
of th:c cxtersination ol bthe tolcs than of concditions in German
concentrection coins.e  In t“is lalter context he niad at one timxe
novm uivsler well and Judiea hi to be & meon of the highest
ideels vhem e conceives at a later stas;c to nove been corrup-
ted by power,  "0L all the corruntion thc ~ost molocorous is
rotten lilies," 7 c¢ siould not however consicer thal 8ll the
33 arc erininals-=the 05 rcoirenbs becc e thie teran lirigade
of n1neds {aﬂ erfective »rotest was “ere interjcctcd) his own
son fourht bravely.

“rapt, e thousht wes a secod man vho hal fous™t for
verrs with Timealer and tle Sele Tor normel condéitions of law
and orcer in rolund,

Aibbentron red on one ocecaslon neerd of bod conditlons
in the ‘alderck crwm In thce ast and e referrcd the msttcr
botir to ‘itler arnd to liiznlers :.0 hed nroposec the repatria-
tion of lungsrinan <ows wlth owiss or ovedlsh nnassports, Tais,
he thlinks, vas eevrrled outs In so far =2s Lkeu were nerotlated
by the Intarnationsl ..&d Cross te cuestions concerning
nrisoacrs of var vicrce left witixin ais compcteree anu ne was
finelly ekle te 1rlucnec thc ™elrcr to revoke t e shackling
orﬂer. Ir tke 1lnst —ontis of war the isrty men cround i'ltler
ad ursed tine wurder of Allicd prison~<rs In repriaal for
civilisn casualiics in tombec cities; tie rald on “resden
had nrotty vell deter~ined :iitler Lo nroceca with this, 1n
nls last arsuqcent with 2is chlefl lHilbbentrop coulcd not te cer=-
ajn wvhether he had heen successful iIn dissuading hin or not,

inothicr unastisfectery nsnecl ¢ tiie ioreirn “Inister's
noat 1n Ccrnany was Gooebbels who, witl: tlie full support un-
Tortunately of L-e !uchrer, would broo' no influence 1in his
pronnsande nnd aitbentrep coulu et no suy In it whether at.
hone or abronid, L0OIC Tress attacies were under »is control
but cuite un=itle to worl excent within thie dircetives of the
Yropr;nnaa Inlatry and its rcprescntatives,

Tre nepsecutlon ol dews cnag of tho cianetes had sreatly
ox>llented the mintenence ol :"ood forci-n reletiunq anad
~issicns ahrona hed boen q=“o+"'e“ by the uaqlﬂ.usor5unizatinn--
.o ¢oes not ti:in% that eny survivors of the latter bocy have
eny influcrce or statis now,

+ibhentrop

SECRET


http://'.-ialntericn.ee

SECRET
-l -

‘dbhentrop and ris Linilstry hiad bteen in Tact under con-
stant fire fror the Party; the appointment of Ztcensment as
undcr-secretnry, a formcr Stalhlhielm and an $SA naen bhui safe
au fond, “'nd been a sop to this antagonisn,

elotlions with sussin

anelntions with Nussia were coainated frow the beglnning
to the end by a mysticul and instlinetlve kcliel” of the luehrcr
1n kiis nredestined mission to cxtirvate Lolskevism, The suge
~estion that e bore thls banner only as a cloak for marauding
desisns on prouuctive lussisan soll for the materlsl eacrranalze-
ment ol Uermany was relccted, Thot Ribbentrop had been ©
allowed to conclude a nen=-azsnression pact with tussin in 1932,
he attrituted to the Ini'lucence he ad a2t that tlae been glle
to excrt oveor the fuechrer, conpled with 11tler's own intense
desirc to rcoulste thie Follsh: question wilthout war, anc the
beliel or hone of botir o' thon, that the pact in question
vould act =2a n doterrcnt bto Jeitiskh intervention,

‘e, .lthentrop, haa alvays hoped to bulld a bricgeo
betvreen the nationnl socizlist -conceplion of the world snd
tnnt of' .olshevis™ vhich he had ncver thousnt able to survive
in the lornys run, but his ncootintions in . oscow had not beoen
easys; 1t was to Le cxpectod thnl zones of interest in .Joland
hzd to be arrecd upon in casec of wer, but idussiae's claims on
inlend werc lcss palstable,

Althourh 1t sszriously shook somc party circles Tilbbentron
ad besn warnly congretulated on the conclusion of the pacte
Jub wiiether under the influence of those eircles, or of his
own volition, thc mchrer wos never reslly reconcilecd to
-mssla; anc In eny cuse, s . clotov's visit to .icrlin 1n
novemyer, 1770, was not an outstanding suceess, Ap2in the
ftasgliens had oncacd their —ouths very 'wide -- their clai=ms
nad, In act, been cxortltenl, but 2c must not discuss one
elly wit* anotiier under nrcsent circumstancces, 'The nussians
hed Indesad gstruck o hard bLarsesln, tut commercislly the trade
acrccaent had been venclfielal., Tlhroushout tie cnsuln: wonths,
however, thc suclirer becane ore snc merc Glasruntlcd 2s onc
nicece of disconcertings ncous folloved ancther,
rncd by telegrn~ fron

isukovina, essarec®ia
¢ were lmportont Ger-an

LlPter Lue full of CGreccc trhey len
oscow lLhat Gussinn troons hed entered
Lac¢ becn an understood tihing, but trer
colonlica in Lukovina, Saxons ené Jwabiens of Fure Jerann blood
cstaklized there Tor G or 700 ycurs, ceanvnlle ti:c Cestano
renortca tlint the _msclarn tradce delepatlon in Jerllin nurmbercd
no lcaas thun 9060 of'Ticlals vhose ealsscries werce dissealnnting
corunlstie coctrine In the Ceraan factorles they 26 boon

allowed
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z1llowed to inspcect. Jdussion ordcrs of war =aterizl in Cer:any
shovicd 2 distlinet prelfercnce for offensive weanons, heavy
art:illery and neval zuns over the ccfenslive armament that
Cermany oronesed to delliver, A Ger=en cimissary to liussia had
visitcd Dniepervetrovsk o2nd¢ ct»er —enufecturins centers and
had rcturncd with most elarzing tesles of Russia's growing war
notcntizl. On the wilit“r} siuc lusslian concentrations had
becn revorted on tihae “ast Pruss inn border; iitlcr had rcenlled
too that r, Churckill in a recent public statement had hinted
derkly ot imncnding cdevelepments in the Lanst, e was not
coing to weit, he saild, for thc fusslens to athack hine Por
his nart, ﬁibantr o was convinced that wer with Huasis would
provce fetal, znd equally concerncd perhaps to sce nhis diplo-
ratic masterplcec liphtly discardec, ''e secrms to have taken
quite a stronc stand on thls 1ssuc, but when he resirnecd or
tricd to, Uitler wes so ansry and upsct that he became 111

an Qibbentrop h=d tiicn to promise not tec onpose hi=n agaln,
~ovever cdlsastrous, “itler would nlwnys nave said that war
with [ussic wes inevituble, .iinisterial resignations, says
\L"hCFbIOE were not possi‘lc In practice undcer tiie totalls-
tarien uct—un of the rird Lelenh, Te was moat anxlous that
this sheould be andreciated, 1t was corsidercd csucntial to
prcacnt to tle putlle o pleture of a united minlisterlal [ront,

Hitler and “.itbentrop nacd always thought it nossible
t-at 3ritaln, 1f not sunportirs an atback on ‘masia, would at
leaat be quite content to sce bhe lusslons beuten, and aftesr
treir cefent would be rency Lo conc to terns on & "spheres

ol inrflucncce” basis,

The Par Zast

Gcod ralertions with Jespan nhad been leic deown £s & polley
by the Tuenrer In 1723: or 1236 ns & nreventlve —measure agalast
the mensce of Lolskevisn and red led to the finti-Comiintern
sact, In 1237 a dcienglive alllurcc on ths snne lines ad teen
concluded with lLltaly anc finelly thc tree pover pact had
ntcrinliscd under trc Clrcction of ititbentrop in 1740, The
im-ediate purpos¢ of Lhls hed becen to neutrellise fLrmerieca, and,
incidentally, to wakc .nslend ~more sacnable to resson. ‘The

gttack cn f:erl zarber 7ad come ns a great surprise to both
;1t13r nn. vin == certalnly the Japanese Ambnssador in serlin
hed knewn nothlas of it. ?crﬂnny had not Leen oblifed to
associste horscl” wit the Jananesc in var e;ainat the United
stetes as the pact vas & d(ana1ve alliencc, and the Japsnese
wvere themsclves thwe a7 rcssors and Cerc-any hud not, he felt
sure, Ffor=uzlly deeclarcd var on Amcricag hs had limitsed himself
to breclidns off reclntions on -=itler's inatructions, whlch he
vog oreporeu bo nomit was In any case a distinetion without a

af'\
LT GrenCl.,

. ilitler.
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idtler bed corsivdercd the salier enrefully snd e fclb
thal unless e »ede a cesbure of fricndablp te the Japrsncse
the ponet vould have beeoine polltienlly dead. -.¢ antleipsted
morcover that the Unlilted States woula sooncr or later declurc
war on Corwmany end the fwiericens were slready sinking German
submarircs, Clitbentrop himself had not undersstiszsisd the
fmericon var poteontisl, but his influencc was not whet it had
been, the army morcover seemed at thst time invincinhle, and %
alweys suspected that the faehrer had too -meh conf'dencce in
the submerlne weapon,

'eaceferlers

Snortly efter Tunkirk Hitler hed discusscd with {lbben-
trcep nence proposcls to Greaut Srltaing Mis firvst consicderation
mac beon to conserve the prestipge of 3ritain et «ll costs,
the return to Germeny of one or two colonles would have been
recuircd but sgalnst thet & allitary allisnce wonld have becen
concluded waich woula have had as 1ts objicet the preservotion
ol ti:e smpirc intact, Outspoken rejcection of his advances
at that til-¢c had greatly diseppointed itler and himself, and
tihic Maehrer had never roised the question arain, YThe »nriscner
socccd perined at the susgestion that !npgland conld not come
to tcrms vith eroolss,

L Tew ceys af'ter the A1llled landine in MNerth Afrlen,
Jibbentrop 2nd sugrested to Ll tler an offer of peace to Ltalin
wlith far reacihing concessions and the return of aoeat, if not
2#ll, of Ger-ian occupied lussia, L.ad thcsc advances becn
fevorably reeelived e would then =zave sporoached thae western
poters. ¢ 18 not at that ti-c know of the difficulties that
thie ucrmnn forces werce encountering in Stalingrad, snd 1t
scemed Lo alm that altiaough Gerrany was In » favorable position
tre situsation was potentislly most dnngerous and this wes the
vsyehologleal 1oment to make & generous nesecc offer, Litlcr,
hovecver, rejceted the proposal out of nhend without cven hear-
ins hlm out, &fter the. defection of Italy iilbbentrop arcin
trouached unsucccssfully the subjeect of nezotiatlons lfor neace,
and later witliout itler's knowledge, he had sent & man cnlled
imlhauscn to 3puain to try to contaet ..r. urphy; towards the
cnd of the war he bad scnbk nlso one ¥lclst to Itockhol=w to
sound the hussians but without success. At thls stase the
Muchrer would not have sanctioned a peacc offer, obscssed as
e then was with thce inexorebllity of fate., These were all
the ncace feclers that ibbentron knew about,

Jhe Jepanese had ursed him often to pateh 1t up with
4ussie at all cost, snd irad offcrecd thelr services as inter-
aellarics, dut acthlns conercte “ad ever come of it, slthourh
e had o susdlelon tlat they tried to So something off thelr
ovm’ bet,

Tibbentrop!s
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Rittentrop's successlive fallures to bring about pence
grc cvidently preying on ils mind today whether wilth a view
to presenting himselfl in the character of a pinnioned &ngel
of ncace or becousc Gerneny micht thus have bYecn ssved from
this prcscnt catastrophe,

e End

The full extent of the catastrophie had been apnreclated
by Titler when they last walked together in the Chancellory
garden late in fipril. Ye wrote, he seys, an account of thelr
1ast conversation vhen ke was telen into custocy by 21st fray
Croup. The luehrcr had made a stormy plea for the prescrvation
of thec sovercipgn states intact, he vwas inclincd to regard the
impendlng disaster as confirmation of all he had ever sald
about the mecnioce of -olshevism and there was & lot about fatc,
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