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Fnelosure %o, 1 to Nespeteh No. 438,
dated Yay 29, 1945, from imbassador
Vurphy.

PIDETCGHAT .y OGORETHC seld thet I shouléd renort
the QRATTIAY cident to the FUYHAFE bhefore YUSACLINI (who
was ep route by trein) errived im i1 "PUNC, /Having
dencribed e Aiffersnce of opinion with CHAZTARY about
disamming an Ttalisn division.! 1 did sec et 1215 hours,
telling him ebout the ORAZIINT ineident, =nd the FURNI IV
asked me to attend the conference on the military situe-
tion with him, which was zchefuled for 1230 hours, I
entered with the FUIINMER end after sbout five or six
nminutes the explosion ococurred, which I will now desorite
in detail., I cen only do Shat By making a sketeh (see
srpendex). The FTIFFR was stending here--number one,
Ceneral WNEINGER, who wes DNeputy Chief of the Ceneral
“taff =2nd revorted on the ground situstion, number two,
stood here; ineldentally, he is still slive, (berst
CRANDT, his assigtant, number three wes here, and there
was someone else here whem T don’t reesll. / stenographer,
number four, wae here, Retweon the men whose name 1
een't reeall snd here /demonetrsting), looking over
their shoulders, were Tive snd slx, that wme we two,
five wer Cenersl "ORETFE, Ihiel of the Gsneral Stalf of
the 47 ané 8ix, nyselfl, General BOUENTCY:T7. ISTITEL
wes number seven snd number elght was JOUDI, “tanding st
the becke~-nuamber nine--was Oenera) “OWFUNDT. This is
all 7 csn remember. Hothing else, The bo~b wne under
the tsble, and T wes there listening for sbout five
or six ninutes when it exploded. T didn't see the homb,
but 7 waz (0ld 1t wer & very s=mall one, weighing some~
thing 1ike 1 kg enly. Tt wae in a briefcesse. iy impres-
sion of the exnlorlion was, there was first a very ®harp
orack sgeompenied by a tremeudous f{lesh, rather like
the sort of flash you used to make when taking photo-
gre-hs at night, 71 collareed and saw only smoke end fumes,
1 don't remezber seeing a #ingle perseon., 7T was completely
conselious tut heard no erles or greoans, nothing. 4fter
pleking myselfl up, unsided, T went out into the opan
and sat down in the grsés about 20 peces away from the
hat, Ceneral WIHT was the gecond person to come run-
nins out., [ asked him whether anything hsd happened
to the FUEERFPR, end he sald "Ho," T hailed a car which
happened to be psesing and got intc it with Ceneral
HIFI Y snd drove to the nesrest hosjpital, which was
about 4 km away from the 7H ., stlll completely comnsgious,
1 »as lumedlately apersted on there. ¥y wounds were:
purng on the right side of my body, burned hends and
the whole of my face burned, severe conoussion and in
gddition to5 thet hoth ay esr-drums hed burst so that
my hearing was sffeeoted 50 - &0 per cent, 'nd that's
the story af the attempted assassination,

HAFO: How far away from the bomd were you?

RODENTQPATZ: OTne m eway; | was the nearest to {t.
The stenogranter, number four, had both lege dlown off
and dled s few hours later. Ko cne was killed cutright.
*hose who suffered the worst injuries were the ones
eround the bomb, Oberst HE:NDT, Genersl KOETED, myself,
end Ceneral TOMIUNDT, 1.e., three, five, six, and nine;
of theme, three, five, and nine died. Vumber three and
pumber five 2ied twe days afterwards, Cepera) SCIHMUINDT
three weeks lster; while I, the only one to get away
with my 1ife, was =0 bedly wounded that I am no longer
£1t for service. Consequently, ['ve been released from
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the serviee slnce the Spring of this yesr, 111 the
other offlcers, inecluding HITI KN, were only slightly burned,
though they all hed damaged ear-drums, The "MIRITHEN's
ear~drums were only rlightly dsmaged snd were occmnletely
healed in » few weeks, 'e sleo hud s51ight brulsing of
il upper thigh or arme-7 think 1t wer of his erm. Zut
he was ®o elightly wounded thet two hours later, st
three o'cloek, he war able to meet YUSSCLIVI st the
stution end them go into esnference with him, OSOERTHG,
who heard sbout the attemnted sssaseination, drove off
&t onge und arrived there two or thiree hours later.

The reason we esearefl--so I heard--wag dbecsure it wes g
wooden hutment, with the result that the roof &nd the
side seotions fesl spsrt imaedietely. iut the mein
thing wes that under the floor af the hutment there was
en eir-snsee of Bm. Conseguently the whole foree of the
exvlosion went out helow., “oo I was told, 211 the blast
passed under the hutment snd landed on the room opnorite,
fad v'e oonference been in the room whers {t slwaye had
been held before, none of the rersons rresert would have
survived.

BAFC: “hiel room was thet”

BODRESCT2T2:  The FUUNERKDunker. /4t the time it was
being reinforced with sonorete sud, 8% & result, the
FUTVREN hed for severs! weeks held the e-nference in

his hutment. I was in the hospiteal for three months,
first 14 days et " ¥TFull 0 and thenm in BE¥R' I¥W in the
Gr¥ hoerltel, in the “oco<Hoehbunker. om COYHEINC'R order
8 hoepital with ®0” beds end evervtiing wer installed in
bdne of the large "lak towers. [uringy air-rslds you didn't
reed to go into the shelter in thet howpitel, 1 wes
looked after by “rofessaor Ny, G7UHAYD, the best supgsan

in that line. 71 owe my l1ife t» hinm,

“AFO: “hat wee the intention of the stteupted
essassination”

RITENCOVATT:  The emssassinstor wes Cbevrst von STAUF.
rRAETG, who was ‘hief of the Censrel Jtaff of the Com-
nander of the feserve 'ray, Ceneral oberst ™OEi, OCberst
STAUFPPEVERRG frequently visited the FUYHEFH's H. beocause
he was the wmen who, let's say ... those "Divisionen”
whieh had to be formed quieckly ~ the fusasisns had just
broken through at the time snd sdolf "ITiYH hed ordered
the @ick Tormetion of 15 pew "“perrdivisionen”, He
wa® in charge of that job, s0 that &t thet particular
moment, when the situation on the Hastern front wss
eriticesl, he wae very importent to the FURIFER, Conse~
quently, ke was freguently im the FUEHFEN's . and waa
well kuown there, Therefore, when STAV¥FFUEN G gppeared
in the PvsprrYe W | eams into the oonference, and
put down that briefosse, it was nothing out of the
ordinary. e hgd free entry ttere, freguently came
there, ond no one thought thet he would maks an attempt
on the FMUMMmynee 1ife. T am igmorant of what his motives
were; preesumsbly he delonged to thet elijue--there were
& great many officers on the Ceparal Steff of the irny
who wore im-ligated in the affalr end who knew aboub
it. ‘he influentisl heeds of sesctionz in the Gensrsl
“taff were on CUTAUFPFIURERS's side, and they knew about
1t and wanted the FYUFFNHNH sssassinated., In mome way or
other they had been initiated imto TP BKIG's plan
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of killing the "THRFR., “omeone asked me: “Jere you

in favor of the attempt om the FUEHRYI 'e 1ife or were

you sgalnat ft°" 1 answered: "I was opposed to 1t as

he intended killing me too.” In the mesntiue I met s

1ot of offlesrs in the gemp at WORRO, end 1t was thelir
epiniop thet: ™TATFYENEEND {sn't an escassin; his motives
rar doipg 1t were probsbly noble ones; he mey have done

it in corder to set the Cemsnp people free.”™ That's juite
right. "t if en officer percelves thet the FUHHREFR

is 100 per cont wrong snd vante to save the Cemasn pedple
from him, then sccording to my coneertion of honor as

en offiesr he thonld not 4o it by seeretiy rleeing a

boub 1ike thet and then miehing out =nd wetching to see
vhether they would ell be blown up, but e should also

make the sacrifice hilmeelf, He hed the opportunity of
being with the FUTFRER a hundred times; all right, he could
shoot him snd then shoot himself. ©ut i1f he pleces a bomb
like that end thereby cruses the death of Lis2 own com-
rades, we ¢enll thst nurder,

0 The statcuent appeared in the Zaglish news-~
m&-mm Eﬁst it aight not have bLeen g resl attempt against
the *INHRES'es 1ife at all,

BADENE SR AT s igeainet shom then?

AfG; It wae thought that perhaps it was all srranged
by the FULHEFR himself,

CRENSGPAT?: Heo, I consider thet ibselute;* aut of
the ‘uestifm Thet the 'UTUIFR would murder nla closest
celleboretors, viz., TISHFUNDET and those people. “hst
would be the voint of 1%° Xor wouw 4 he need to do it in
sueh & way that he wes in danger himself. /ind STAUFI TN
rFut. econfessed to it,

PiF0: chat was the resetion of the Cermas popula=

tion E' Ehis

BODENT QAT s T had the impression thet the popule~
tion 41d not enrrove of the way it waz done,

HAi¥ar pld TITIYE beccme more popular?

Opne ¢annot #ay thet. "hen you see

- rusa ATA IFCRAD ounwarde there were slways
withdrams; quite obvicusly that doeen't make you more
ropular. legsuse VITIEL was such an exiremsly Tascinat-
ing man he hed the people's confidence to the greateat
nosglble extent, and thls confidenee then kept Jdecress-
ing. It wer interesting for me, a8 I was always with
GUERTHG eand only sew the affelr from that sngle--if you

are always in s certein e¢irele you do decome momewhat
one-2ided; you're not so mueh in toueh with everyocne,
mlthough 7, personally, am of a very simple origin, which
binde =me to the cormon pedple--28 & result | was inter-
ented in seeing things from a Adifferent sngle, as I 4i4
during the last year when I was out of 1t all, 1t begsme
spparent to me thet the people’s faith in the FUEHRER

end the “arty hed dnclinad eons ideradly end t:nt the little
faith which remained disappeared completely duriag the last
few months for the simple reason that s policy of sente-
leas resistance was earried on., The fOerman peocple sald

to themselves; “Yow thet the Americans are on the HIINT
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end the Russiens on the CDER, it i{» high time we puoked
up. Anyone cerrying om is orazy.” Thet was the point
of view of the Cermsn pecple. It was medness to cerry
on. _

R%?ﬁ: "het esured GOENING slsc to think you'd lost
ths war”

- BOPEMBERATZ: T sew very little of COPRING sfter
July T0, Urually he would only inquire how 1 was getting
on, Tt was very diffieoult to become my 0148 self egain,
but T succesded, thanks to my eonstitution end will-
nrower. COYRING 4idn't like the war from the start.
fle always told me mo. If GUERTHC had hed & say in the
matter, two thing: for certain would have been handled
differently, viz., the Jewlsh guestion and the war. ve
should have solved the Jewish question in & different men-
ner &nd there would have been no war. Six months before
the war the HTICHTMAESCH AL end 7 met some Influentiel
Eaglish industrislists, The eonversetion centered gbout
the mudness of waging war on eaeh other. Tris meesting
took place st SYIT; CORNING hed & smell ssaside house
there; snd fros there we went scross to somewhere in ,
HORTY SCYLER®I6. At any rate, it took plece in ICHIEDYIC-
ACIOTETH in 19%8-en conference whose main theme was the
lunscy of a war between ¥aglishmen and Cermene. 1 domn't
recull the various names of the people who were there,

RATC: Yere tUe nglishmen friends of NOERINGY

BODEMRCORATZ: Yo, they weren't friends of his.
Ministerislra ETTGEHR (7)) who belonged to my depart-
ment would be able to furnish particulars about that,
for on thet oscoesion he mcted as imterpreter and there-
r?ra knows all the detalls. “urely you've oaptured
him too.
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BAVO: Just when during the war d1d our strategic
air atfask esuse sn slteration by the Cermsn Ceneral Staff
of its taetical and strategle operationsl plans?

BODEW QHATZ: T wasn't on the GCeneral Steffl of the
GiaF; T wes only with GORRIKC, as lisicon man, 80 to
speak, within the C.F. Uo I never had anything to do
with orders; all thet was done by the General “taff of
the GAP, 1 ear merely tell you view of it., My task
wag to level out the personnel differences, and so forth,
withino the CiA¥, end T was not kept eontimuslly informed
of those things. From the middle of 1942 on-~1 ¢an only
renember one thing exsctly, and that i= that when the
imericsne hed incressed thelir day attacke so trecendously,
lans were readically changed, it being decided to ceuse
- bouber sttseks altopether and only continue to »roduce
Tighters, T7That war at the end of 1943, end the plan
was to inecrease the output of fighters., it that time
we were producing about 1,500 a month and by Asutumn, 1044,
they wanted to increase produstion to 5,000 & month,
Of Courge, Oeneral YCILLFR will be sble to enswer these
questions; he knows more sbout it thanm I.

RA®:  (Re availeble supplies prior to invasion)
How wuech meteris) hed you slrealy got there in FRANGRY

BODERTCHATZ: The "Bunker” and {ortresses were
provided with suffiecient semmunition snd provisions to
last for six to nine months, but not with fuel., Fuel
wae 8o short that we couldn't afford to have dumpes all
over the plece, "™t was even before the invesion began.
Turing the invasion, the seotusl lending and the battles
after the lending went apgainet us beosuse the enemy
fighter-bonbers made 1t impossible for us to move any
motorized units by day. Our alr force was too weak to
combat that mass of fighters. That was luftflotte 3,
under “IERFLE, reinforeced with fighters from the HEICH.

- ¥e gouldn't move in the dsytime. The four-engined sir-
eraft heliped, of esurse; they took the place of artililery,
One thing I should like to state most definitely in

regard to the invasion, ead that is the effect of the
ships® firing from offshore was very trylng indeed--tihis
wee mentioned et all oconferences, A1l the troops reported
that 1t was terrible,

RiFO: All the seme, you don't believe the invesion
would heve been rossible without cur Alr Toree®

BODPECCHATTZ: vwithout the Aly FYoree it would heve
been out of the question! That is sn essentie) condition,
Just es we sald in 1940: "It i2 esseantisl to galn alr
superiority!™ If the iir Torece hadn't been soc strong
w8 eculd have mopped ur the troops whieh landed. Your
tir Forece turneéd the trieck,

PiPO:  Cen you differentiste between the effect of
night and of day dosbing?

BODEIHIOYATZ: Yes, the ehiefl results were gsined by
day. The disruption caused st night waen't so great. Our
troops ocould move et night.

RAFO1  Yag Oersan industry snd eommunications erip-
nled By the fmerican bombing of stratesic targets?

' BODENROHATZ
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SDRNSCAATE: Yesm, very mueh so, and I muat tell you
this Guite (rankly--it was the feeling smong the Uemasn
people too--and that is thet we slways had the impression
that the imericans reelly 412 attacr millitery targets, {.e.,
statione, faetories, and so forth, wherees the ®nglish
night bombers very freguently destr-ved purely residentiel
guarteras elong with these targets, and in this way the
day bdombers were, shall we gay, more effective a8 regards
our supplies; so we felt the imerloans more, although
your n{ght ralds were enough too. For instance, you
continuelly mede very heavy night raids on the 5yaro-
genation plant at POYITTEZ, up near “TRTTIN, the shipyards
in NAMBURG, end 80 on, but your resulte varied. Come-
tines you only destroyed residentisl guarters; lor instence,
in DHESDEM there were 51,000 deaths in one night, womenm
end ehildren, it wam very grim, 1 was there and saw the
bodies., 1 experienced much ralds in RERILIN, and the danger-
ous rart of the night reids, snd the most hellish for
us, was not 8o mueh the HFg as the incendlary bomba,

Tre effeet of the incendiaries weme apralling. I went
through these raids on MiAMEURG; 4in the three nights
28,000 persons were killed, mostly women snd children,
8o the “Csuleiter” informed me. UVersonally, T sew thoue

sapda,

RLF(O: And the Teraen pecple....

SOPReCHATY.: The Cemmen neople endured it in the
hope of new wes»ons. e hnd new wempong, too, only they
didn't eome into effect. ¥irst of all, there were the
Y-weapone-~V 1 and V f--but they weren't deoisive. The
deoisive fzetors for us in the CLF were the jet-propelled
airoraft. 1If they had come out s year earller, our situetion
woulé heve been betiter, “econdly, t-ere was the modern
T=bhoat, For those reasons it was believed that the
tide would turn--not thst we should win the war as
have, but thet we should have fome besle for saying:
"Now, let us dlscuss wetters.” is for the ralds on
QERYAYY, T oan only eay that T saw seversl of them and
they ware dreadful; that is why the CGCerman people are so
bitter. The bulk of the German pecpls, e2 a result of
these raids, have sojquired a great hatred for the ZEnglish
race, particularly, not the Americans. This is because
the 2A¥ perticularly--well, DUHREHDEH is & cultural center.
ne would have expected the station to be destroyed, but
the stgtion {tself wasn't badly demaged, while the State
Theater, the "Zwinger”, the Xuseum--all those eultural
monuments--and 51,000 killed--women snd ehildren.

RAPC: But you begen 1%, é1dn't youw” COVENTRY,
RN ICAT

BODEMCHATT:  COVEMTHY really ie e town in which
the sireralt Industry is concentrated,

BAFO: Yave you seen the tomn®

PODEMGHATZ: T Adon't went to vhitewash ocurselves,
It happened onr your side tco--well, 21l right, we started
it.

R:T0:  The terror rald by aight doesn't have the
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BODEMEORATZ: ™ith day ralds the target is visible
and the alu 1s more acourate. Them thesme homb sarpets
whiah the imericuns lsid wers sccurate, they dastroyed
everything comnletely.

EA¥G: If the factories or mesans of commnisation
ware not erippled, what zphere of industry or the araed
forees §}d suffer in the raida?

BODENIICHATY.:  Aetually everything industriasl suffered;
6ot only ohe alreraft industry suffered, btut the other
feotories as well. Tor instange, the hydrogenation plante,
61l the faotories producing srmamenta, as in CA%2EL,

The IENSCHE] factory iu CAZS¥, where the tanke wers
nanufactured, wes severely damuged, snd the cannon fac-
tories &nd wearon factories in SFELIN were aleo badly
bit. Tu faet, all industry--there isn't & plsce in GER-
HiNY whieh you haven't boubed. Thers ars no faetories
left, there's ancthing wmore to be done,

RaF0O: Then one csn say that Gerszan industry fsn't
only erivpled, it is completely wiped out”

ﬁ*EER% CHATZ: Yee, The show {8 over now, there's
nothing le

1 L¥% s Do you belleve the 1nduatry i# so gampletely
destroyed....

BOPEMFCHAT?: T ean't ssy. Leter on & great deel of
rlant was Glspersed, casouflaged, taken into the woods
to huts, snd so on. There will be something left. You
can pee that for yourselves, you have the right now to
go everywhere, Herr SiUNR, "ITEN's right-hond xman,
vould be the best person to refer to in gll those jues-
tions; he has everything et his finger tips. 0e is en
exvert in thst sphere and ocun tell you every factory
in Oraus¥Y, how it atands, where 1t stands, sné how much
of it etill exists,

f12F%1  If industry has gone underground....

RODENT CHATZ:  Ye already had many factories under-
ground., Wear NTIUF! AYRO, ln THURINCTR, there were fao-
tories in tumnels, and so on, whieh had 7,200 - 10,000
vorkers., That wes all well under way. Uut 1t wes no
use, we were sble to construet many alroraft, butl we
hed no fuel for them! “e'd reached the point where we
could comnstrucet thousends of sireraft per month under-
ground.,

RAFO: HWow many?

BODERSCHLTZ: “ell, 1 ecan't say exsotly, SAUER

knows that; but I estimate that we could have built
1,500 to £,000 per momth underground. In sddition, the
engines, whiekh is the most importent thing in thet Lusiness,

t the hydrogenation plente - the nroduction of petrol

ror coml below ground i& & technicel impossiblliity -
thet finished it. Finelly those plants were systematl-
cally destroyed by you.

RAYO: Is the Allled 2ir Toree mainly to thenk for
the fact that CHIAFY hae lost the war?
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RUDEMAGHATY s The deocisive point--that 1o, the most
{moortant f:etqr-nts the superiority of Allled alr power,
ftnother resson-~s politiecal misteke--was, of eourse,
enbarking on the Ruesisn eempaign snd e wser on two fronts,
Thaet wee the heginning. There were other thinss as well.
Py reason of verious ceourrenges in the GAF the appear-
ance of new types, m:ch ns thesze jet-propselled fighters,
vas delayed by a year. If there had been someone reslly
energetie behind 1t, those jet-propeliled eireraft conld
haeve sppeerel & yeer eerlier., It would have improved
thinge for us, Thirdly, the ‘r=ny Fenerals weren't reslly
ier it hesrt apd soul., Aifter all, they made that attempt
on ¥ITI¥R'? 1ife. T know the set-up of the "rficers’
Corps of the /rmy 80 well becsure I wees with the "helehs~
wehr” from 1918-1928, and all the generals who came to the
fore then were people from the “Helecherwebhr®., They ecouldn't
understand modern werfare properly. In my orpinion, the
Cermen “‘mmy General Ttaff was incomretent, becsuse all
the streteglic plane were mode by the ’ﬁ‘HF?W and not by
them, They always made g bloody mess of things. “ome
dsy, when yon've time, 7*'11 tell you how HIT YR, for
instance, bullt the “FPET"4lI L, the opporsition he met with
from the frmy, the genlus with which he tackled the osm-
palen im 7OLAYD, how he made the satrateglie plans® agsinst
FRANCE, ete., The Zrmy wanted to 4o ell that differently.
The FUVHRER only erred in the oase of RUIC3Ii. To my mind:
"Eryare humenum est,”

BaFt:  Then HITIFR's plsns of attack were better than
those Of the afflocru°

BRDEE" CHATZs In my opinion, whet the Army Chlef-of-
“taff 8mld and the "Ceneral de rioniere” sald wes just
bloody nongense, Tt was guite out of date. The chief
reason for that was that the malority of the officers
in the High Comnend of the A were not commanders of
forees in the field in the last war, but were in Genereal
“saff Jobs and rome from them, wheress the FUVHRER knew
what mattered st the front, for he wae an ordinary sol-
dler.




