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Catrolic fraternitiea plaved an influential role in Austria by way of the Clyistien

social Party, the‘leading* government party hetween 3920 and 1936, L/
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TU7LART, Arthur (cont'd)

Frox 1914~1918 Scyss-Inquart served as a commissioned officer in
¢ Tyrolean lmparial Chasseur ( Kaiserjlger) regiment. Reportedly among
tis comrades vere also the future Austr’en Chancellors, Dollfuss and Schus-
rigg. 3/ Seyss-Inquert was wounded during one of the Isonzo battlss and
has limped slightly since that time. }/ Upon termination of hostilities
ir 1918, he tock a position with a law firm in Vienna and passed his final
ber exanination in 1921, 10/

and Political History:

Saeyss-Inquart began the practice of law in Vienna in 1921 and
continued in this capacity until he became a member of the Austrian Federal
Government in 193&8. 10/

Until the ond of the 1920's, he was interested in politics, without
teing prominent in any pclitical group. 10/ However, according %o his own
statement , he was always in favor of the incorporation of Austria into Ger-
gany. 10/ From 1929 to 1930 he was a member of the governing board of the
iustro-German Volksbund, a non-partisan organization advocating the Ansch-
luss (union of Austria with Germany), The president of this organization
was Dr., Hermann Neubacher, who was to become Mayor of Vienna after the
Gzrman occupation of Austria, and, later, Gemman special representative in
te Balkans. :gg/ Seyss-Inguart's pro-German leanings at that time are also
itdicated by his membership in the German 8lub in Vienna, a place where
Aaschluss sympathizers gathered and met with Reich Germens. 4/, 10/

From 1931 to 1933 Seyss-lInquart was a member of the Styrian Hoae
Cuard {Steirischer Heimatschutg), led by Konstantin Kammerhofer who later
becams a member of the Nazi Reichstag of Greater Germany., This Styrian Home
Guard was German nationalist in spirit and had split off from Starhemberg's
Heimwshr (Home Guard) because Starhemberg was opposed to the Anschluss.
After 1934, the members of the Styrian Home Guard joined the illegal Nazi
Party in Austria. L/, 10/
: In 1932, Seyss-Inquart became a member cf an organization called
grderer der NSDAP (Promoters of the NSDAP), the members of which supported
ne Nuzis materially without joining the Nazi Party. 10/ Dollfuss never-
naless made him a member of the Staatsrat (State Council) in May 1934,
apparently in the belief that Seyss-Inquart would use his good connections
with ooth government and Nazi circles to bring about a reconciliation of
the two camps. 3/ Seyss~Inquart has maintained that Dollfuss called him
in the aiddle of July 1934 in order to discuss with him the esteblishment
o a modus vivendi with the Nazis, 10/

»n

-
t
!.

Betwsei: 1934 and 1938 Seyss-Inquart was in constant contact with

13 illegal lecdership and organization of the asustrian Nazi Party. 4/

Bit ha resfrained from joining the party and served, instead, as an inter-
nzdisry betwser: Catholic and Nazi circles. Source says he conaidereg
himself an adherent of a particular Catholic group, the so-called Brucken~
bauer (bridgs builders), of whom Bishop Alois Hudal, Rector of the Kniua
in itome, wes the spiritual leader; this group further voiced its -Aews

ia tho politicel weekly, Uic.Schonere Zukunft (The More Beautiful Future),
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SEYSSHIN UART, Arthur (con't) 3~ COUELD: TIAL

publiched and edited in Vienna by Josef Sberle. 4/ 1In official Austrian
circles he was regarded am a betont-Nationaler, that is, an oubtspoken
Germar nationalist who was not, however, engaged in subversive activitios,
L/ 1In spite of Seyss-Inquart's attitude, Schuschnigg still considered him
a patriotic Austrian and placed hia in charge of the so~called national-
politische committees within the Vaterlandische Front (Austrian Patriotic
Front5, that is Schuschnigg entrusted hin with the task of reconciling
the pro-Nazi "national opposition" with the Austrian State and its form

of government.

In July 1936 Schuschnigg began negotiations with a comnittes of
seven persons selected by Captain Leopold, the then leader of the Austrian
Nezis. In addition, Schuschinigg negotiated with Seyss—-inguart #ho proposed
the legalization of the Nazi Party in exchange for a promise from Germany
not to interfere with Austrian internal affairs. However, these negotiations
did not result in any lasting agreement. 10/

Eventually, when Schuschnigg was induced to confer with Hitler in
Berchtesgaden on 12 February 1938, one point of Hitler's ultimatum to him
was the appointment of Seyss--Inquart to the post of Austrian Federal Minister
of the Interior and Security. As a result, Seyss~Inquart was placed in
this position on the same day. &/ o

Seyss~Inquart's first officjal act was a trip to Berlin. There he
presented himself to Hitler and Gering, asking for their special wishes. 3/
Arter nis return to Austria he behan to remove the obstacles in the way
of Nazi propaganda in Austria. 2/ Schuschnigg soon realized that his cone
fidencs in Seyss-lnquart was misplaced. Xor this reason he did nobt inform
Seyss-Inquart and his pro-Nazi colleague in the government, General Glaisc-
forstenau, about his decision to have the Austrian people confirm their
desire for independence through a plebiscite. &/ Both pro-liazi members
of the government learned of Schuschnigg's decision when he made his public
announzement at Innsbruck; they immediately contacted Berlin and, two days
later, confronted the ihancellor with the text of e German ultimatum de~
rmanding Schuschnigg's resignation and the revocation of the plebiscite.

3/, 4/, Schuschnigg yielded and announced his resignation over the-vecf:
the evening of March 1938. A ccording to one report, two hours later,
Federal President ifiklas, who had been hesitant to accept Schuschnipg's
resignation, learned that Seyss—Inquart had already spoken over the radio
as chief of the new government, Under bhe pressure of the impenéing
invasion of Austria by German troops, Miklas officially appointed Seyss-
Inquart, Federal Chancellor and the latter immediately formed an Austrian
Nazi government. 3/ As agreed with Berlin, he then made the official
request to ditler that the German Reich send broops into Austria in order
to prewent ~ivil war,

Two days later he went to greet the Fuhrer on Austrian soil. At
that time, Seyss®Inquart was presented with the text of the Anshluss de-
claration. g/ Beyss=-Inquart was appointed Reichsstatthalter (Governoxr)
of Ostnark -~ Austria having lost its name immediatelyafter the Anschluss,
on March 15, 1938, but political power was concentrated in the hands of
the Nazi Geuleiter of Ostmark, Blirckel, a Reich Gemman. 3/, 4/ - (It has
been pointed out thuet Seyss-Inquart was not eligible for the positlon of
Gauleiter because he was not officially a member of the NSUAP at that time)

L/
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SEYSS&IN UART, Arthur (cont'd) ly CONFIDENTIAL

i april 1938 Seyss-Inquart became a member of the Grossdeutskbher
Reichstag (Reichstag of Greater Germany, which i:icluded Austria). 1L

He also hecame a member of the Nazi Party and was appointed an SS-Dbem-
‘gruopenfuhrer. 8/, 20/, 21/. He lost his position as Governor of Austria
on 1 ilay 1939 when that country was divided into seven Reichsgaue (Reich
provineces). Thereupen, Seyss-Inquart was transferred to Berlin and ap-
pointed Reichsminister chne Geschaftsbereich (Reich Minister without Port-
2olio) ."37

After the conquest of Poland in Bdptember 1939 he was appointed
Stellvertreter des General-Jaowverneurs im General-Gouvernement (Veputy to
the Uovernor General of voland), Hans Frank. 3/ Seyss-lnquart remained in
this position until 1& Hay, 1940 and therefore may be assumed 4o share the
responsibility for the initial wave of Nazi terror over defeated Poland and
the organization of the German administration in that country. 3/

On 18 day 1940 Seyss--Inguart was appointed Reichskommissar far die
besetzten niederlandischen (tebiste (Reich Comuissioner for the Occupied
Netherlands Territordes). 3/ 1In this position he was directly responsible
to liitler. He first approached the Dutch with the purpose of winning them
over to the German cause. On the day of his inaqudtion into office, 29 May
1940, he declared: '"Dutch laws hitherto observed shall remain in force as
far as possible. Dutch officials ars to be imstruments of power in the
rew administration. The independence of legal Jrisdiction is to be pre~
served...The German Army would rather have entered this land with ity amm
raised in friendly szlute than with wsapons in hand. e did not come here
to oporess the people and to deprive the nation of its freedom." 3/
Shortly after this proclamation had been issued, however, the Nazis began
to exploit the Dubch people in cowplete disregard of Dutch laws and of the
internationally recognized laws of occupation. The Nlrnberg (anti-Semitic)
Lzws and other German laws designed to promote racial discrimination were
introduced in the Netherlands. Dutch labor was illegally ar” Torecibly
rceruited to work in Gervmuny, the Dutch chmrches were rentricted in bheir
activities, and the Netherlands were thoroughly looted. Numercus Dutch
patriots were killed, and nol a few were taken as hostages for deeds with
vihich they had had nothing to do. ./hen the Dutch workers called strikes
and rioted against the deportation of slave workers from the Netherlands
tq Germany, Seyss-Inquart quelled the strikes with the utmost brutality.

v, ¢

On 9 January 1943, k= . utlished a decree in the Verordnungsbl.tt
tc the effect that all vinli:'lons of public order were henceforth to be
dealt with by a special court (Politie Standgerecht) composed exclusively
of SS men, a court from the decisions of which no appeals were re-missible.
The accused did not have the right to select a defense coumcel but was
represented by an SS man. This "court" was under the final and absolute
jurisdiction of the Reich Comaissioner, Seyss-Inquart. &/

. In a long mpeech delivered to the Dutch people on 19 May 1943,
Seyss-Inquart decreed a state of emergency in the Netherlands, ;;/o
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(cont!) SEYSS~INQUART, -Arthur - | CONFIDENTIAE,

Ir. order to enforce this decree, he required shat all radios, except those
belonging to National Socialists, be surrendered to the authorities; further-
more, he ordered the internment of about 400,000 Uutch soldiers who had bsen
released from German prison camps in June 1940. 11/

On 28 June 1943 he issumd s decrec in vhich he introduced the

unusual concept of crime as "an act punishable according to & healthy se.«e

of justice". This decree stipulated that penal provision was applicable under
“this concept even if the act did not fall under the text but only urder the
"bosic principle underlying an article of law." A Nazi neuspaper ccamented
trat the decree was an important step on the path lecading to the recovery of
trat unity which once existed between law and justice, and advised the Ma-
tional Socialists to remember that this decree was but the first step toward
the realization of this goal. 12/

At the same time, Seyss-Inquart tried to persusde the Dutch to colla-
borate. Thus, in August 1943, he sponsored the new periodical i.estland to
stimulate Dutch science and publicity to renewed activity., In such incons-
picuous ways he offered the Dutch people "inceniives" and opportunities to
carry on thelr own activity "within the framework of the greater unity.® ;}/

According to a report of 13 Octoker 194, Seyss-Inquart was ordared
by Himmler to take over the @ivil administration of Denmark. 14/ This
report, however, has not been gconfirmed by any other source.

During his stay in the Netherlands, Seyss~Inquart had his official
residence in the Hague, but hils favorite residence was the Clingendaal Dz
tate nearby. 9/ He is said to have lived in great luxury an. to have
derived a large income from his dealings with Dutch funds. 35/

Seyss~-Inquart maintained an unwavering Nazi attitude to the very end.
In the course of a speech delivered to the German !“ordes in the Netherlands
on May 1945, he stated:

German soldiers, German men and women, German youth in the Fortress
of Holland. Our Fihrer has died in action. His tangible acts have
come to an end. His 1life has ended in a eoldier's death. His 1ission
has been fulfilled. Hissplrit will never die, it will live on in 21l
Germans for cver.
On March 15 1938, our Fihrer told the German people that his greatest
ambition until that time was to effect the reunion of all Germans,
He had made Greater Germany a rcality. This fulfilment of a thousand-
year-old desire could not be realized without incurring the hatred and
fear of those who, in their blindness, whether deliberately or noi,
considered this peaceful achlevament of our Fihrer to be a threab to
their possessions and an obstacle to their plans of world dondnation.
The suffering of 80 million Germans have contributed toward his clear
and uncompromising determination do achieve (2 the llberty of the
German people and a @reater Germany).
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Now, after the heroic death of our Fuhrer, we shell never cease to
fight. Every new day will find us ready with the Fuhrer's faith

imperishabl ' graven upon our hearts: ‘We believe in Germany and we
fight on.' .5/

Six days iater, on & May 1945, he was captured by British
trcops. 16/ As of 15 June 1945 he was listed among high-ranking Nazis detained
at ASHCAN, 17/ According to his own statement, made since his apprehension by
the Allies, he has always been and still is an absolute supporter of the

Anschluss idea, and is perfectly willing to answer for anything he has done to
realige the Greater Cermany. 10/

According to a report of 22 December 1943, he was appointed President
of she Deutsche Akademie (German Academy) in Munich, replacing the late Ludwig
Sievert, Prime Minister of Bavaria. 18/ It was reported at that time that
Goebbels consildered Seyss-Inquart too ambitious and, for that reason, had
"oromoted him'" to President of the German Academy. The report went on to state
that this appeintment precluded further political activity on the part of
Seyss-Inquart in Germany and that Goebbels had decided on this course after
a sharp difference of opinion with Seyss-Inguart. 19/

Sumnary:

A native of Mgravia (now part of Czcchoslovakia), Seyss-
Inquart later settled in Vienna. Ille supported the illegal Nazi Party
in Austria before 1938 although he did not Jjoin the Wazi Party until
after that date. As Austrian Federal Minister of the Interior and
Security from 12 February until 1l March 193% he prepared the last
stages of the Anschluss, and was mosi instrumental in bringing zbout
the German occupabion. Ue served as Federal Chancellor for four days
after the Anschluss and then became Reich Governor of Austria (15
March 1538 - 1 May 1939). From ilay to September 1939 he held the
post of Reich ilinister without Bortfolio in Berlin, and from Septenmver
1939 to iMay 1940 he was Deputy of the Governor of the General Gevern-
ment (Polard). In this l-tter capacity he shured responsibility for
the regime of terror lnstituted by the Nazis in Poland. From 18
liay 1940 to May 1945 he was Reich Commissioner for the Netherlards
(directly answerable to Hitler) and, as such, directly responsible
for the Nazi reglme of oppression in that country. Seyss-Inquart
wa: one of the leading Nazi officials in German-occupied territory.

NOTE: This record is a sumnary of such intelligence (from one or more
sources as indicated) as was available at the time of preparation.
It may consequently be subject to amendment by additional or aore
recent intelligence. Index numbers and letters are solely for
indexing statewents in the report.
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