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This is a series of letters and memoranda from the files of the Supreme
CAammand of the Germen ..rmed Forces, dating from the pecriod between May andJuly
1944, end relating to proposed atrocities against captured ..nglo-imerican airmen.

The documents do not refer to any specific cases involving the murder of
individual prisoners. They concern a general action which the German Suprome
Command, in agrecment and in cooperation with the S35, the .ir Force, and the
Foreign Office, proposed to undertake, in order to deter .nglo-imerican fliers from
further "tcrror raids" agninst the civilian population. The action was to take
the form of a systematic killing of airmen without court-martial and the publlca-
tion of such cascs in the press and redio.

Two forms of killing orc envisaged by the Supreme Comm mnd ¢

(a) Lynching by the civilian Eopulatlon (obviously with the assistance or at
least the quiet approvsl of the aithoritics):

(b) Special treatment (“Sonderb@hﬂndlung" -~ SS term for killing) by the
Security Service of the S, to whom prisoncrs were to be handed over by the

Luftwaffe.

The principal point under discussion in the documents is the exact definition
of the "ects of terror" for which eirmen were to be killed. It is cleor, however,
from somec of the documcnts (margincl comments on d and h) that, in the cycs of the
Supreme Commcnd, these definitions werc roquired mainly for the purposcs of
publicity, which was thc main point of thc proposcd action. ‘/hen brocdéasting the
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killings of enemy @airmen it was impertant to frame thelr_;llcgcd crimes in such
a way that the .nglo-.mcricans would have no excuse for reprisals sgainst German
Air Force prisoners in their hands. Doduments d and e and the marginal corments
on Document h imply that it was not necessary for ..nglO-.mcrican airmcn to have
actually committed the acts for which they werc to be killed. In document &
Kaltenbrunner states in so many words, that thce S3 knev of no action by ..nglo-
~mericen zirmon actually falling under any of the categories of "Terror acts"
established by the ouprome Command.

ias the documonts show, the Supreme Command Obt@lnCd approval of ‘their proposcd
action from the Foreign Office and. the Supremc:Commend of tho air Forec, while
Kaltcenbrunner promised the active cooperation of the Sceurity Service. Roth
Ribtentrop and Gocring were carcful not to give .their approval in writing, and
Gocring Buccessfully stelled repoated chucgts by thc Suprcme Command that he give
his subordinatc air forcc officors the ruquisitc orders, without vhich thc action
could not bocome effcetives .ahother document, proviously submitted under R 19
indicatcs, however thet in a eonfiorence of tho Luftwaffe Fighter Commend, on 15
and 16 Mey 1944, Gocring had stated thet he was going to proposc -to Hitler,. thet...
As1llied flycrs who participetc in attacks on civilisns, on tovns or trains, should
be shot on tho spot. It is quitc likcly that Gooring's proposal led to the
docision of Hitlor's datod fow days lator (dGocument a). .ctudl killings have taken
place subscguently to thesc cxchanges, this is shown by document b and b - the

documents re¢lating to the killing of oirricn in Mecklenburg in Junc 1944 . Eoitel
in, his marginal cogmeonts on Documcnt ¢ mentions & casc, whurc cnemy air men erc

shot out of hend by Ministcricldirektor Berndt (SS Brigadofuchrorde = - - A

Attention is called clso to the document submitted under our No. R 13 in ‘which
tho Gaulciter of vicstphalia = South invites the lynching of ..llicd aviators in
linc with one of the policies advocated in these documcnts.

Sunmarics of Individuallnocumonfs

Document a) is a rccord of en order givon by Hitler as a rcsult of a discussion ho
had with gocring, (scc documont submittcd under R 19). .anglo-/mcrican airmen wore
to bc shot srithout. courtmartial in cortain spccificd cascs (attacks on ecivilians
and dOfunPClosseGurmﬂn alrmbn). ‘On the margin erc criticgl comments by Jodle

.Documunt b) is a record of an order given by Jodl =nd his Deputy. calling for
consultations with Himmlcr, Gocring, Rible ntrop and othurs, for the purposc of
coordinating action as wcll as propogonde concerning enemy airmen. Himmler was
to bc asked whothér he had corried out Hielert's order to publicisc the lynchihgs
of flycrs (which shows that such incidents had then slrcady trken place) and that
“the authorities worc awarc of thonm.

Document ¢) ' is a rccord of o convorsation vhich took place botwéen Keltcnbrunner
and the Doputy Chicef of the Goneral Staff of tho ..rmecd Forces. (Warlimont) on
June 6. Kaltenbrunnor gives an account of a metting held & short timc boforc
betwecn Gooring, Himmlor cndRibbentrop. In this mecting Ribbentrop had proposecd
that all bombing attocks on Gorman citics should bc conuldcrcd acts of terror.
This proposal was turncd downe g

4 question by the Deputy Chicf, es to : hothcr the bccurlty Scrvice was in
possesalon of tho facts.of a casu” 1hvvlv1ng an act of terror within themeaning
of the formula PTOPosod by the Goneral Staff, is enswerod by Kaltenbrunner in the

: ey SPRNY o (continued)
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negetives Neverthéless the Deputy Chief proceeds to outline two methods of killing
cnemy airmen, iecsy lynching and "Sonderbehondlung" by the Security Serviced
Kaltenbrunner on bechalf of the!3ecurity Bervice, promises cooperation by the latter
method« * This was also the method used to kill the aviators who crashed in two
Liberators..in Mecklenburg (sce our document R:-117) '

Document d) is a letter from the Chief of the Supreme Comeand of the .rmed Forees
(Kcitel) to the Forcign Office, requesting thcir aporovnl of the intended action.
The letter is available in two drafts, of which the sccond represcents the final
version: a notc on the margin indizctos thot it was sent to the Forcign Cffice on
17 Junce. Thc margincl notcs on the first draft ond the chnnges made in the sccond
clearly indicatc thc rcason why the first version was rejected. . It did not make
it sufficicntly plain that the defihitions of tervor zccts, which the Foreign Office
was to approve, werc roguired mcinly for the proposed publicity. This end the
following documont cfford proef thnt the Zuprome Commend wos quite prepared to haw
snglo=/merican sirmen killod regsraloss of vhothcr they nad camitted the acts of
which they wore to be publicly aczusced. '

Documont ¢) is a lotter from Keitcl fo Gocring. on similer lincs as that under d.
4gain there arc two versions, and egnin it bscomes clenr from tho scecend version |
that the dofinitions of terror acts were nccded mninly for the proposcd pubiicity.
In addition Keitcl asks Gooring thrt, .if egreoment in the matter is re~ched, he
should give verbal instructions to the Commend~ nt of the wirmen’s Reception Camp
at Cberurscl to h-nd over airmen guilty of terror acts to the Sceurity Scorvice for
"Sondcerbchandlung" (ie.c. killing)e. :

Documcnt f) is a non-committal rcply by Gocring to the letter under c. The reply ic
rensmitted by 2 subordinnte.

Document g) is a rccord of = tolephono call from the Foreign Office, cxplaining
why thoip onswer to the letter under d wes being delayed.

Document - h) is.tho.draft of n roply by the Forcign office to the letier under d.
The draft was writton by llinister Ritter, who cxplerins in 2 covering letter that
it hod ngt yct.becen npproved by Ribbentrop.

Rittcr proposcs thrt the npplicention of both lynch low and "Sonderbehondlung!
bo .approved by thc Forcign O0fficc. Ho ndmits thnat both methods constituted
violations of intcrnotional ngrecments ~r.d sugicsts thot cmphasis be put on tho
lynching method, which he considers somewhot less indefensiblc, than the other.

Marginal comments by «arlimont (%) indicate once more that the Supreme Cormend
was intcrested primorily in a fool-proof pnrssing of public announcericnts concerning
the nllpged crimes, and thot thoy did not cerre by whot methods the ~vintors wero
actually cxceutcd. They nlso show thot the Supreme Commrnd thought that by
handing over thc priscncrs to thc Sccurity Scrviec thoy had found a way of geiting
around the intcrnational agreccments on the treatment ofprisoncrs of war.

Document i)- is the Supreme Commrnd's rcply to Goering's non-committal statcment
under f« .. clcor-cut ~nswer is roqucsted.

Document j) is 2 reccord of 2 tclephonc cnll from Goering's officc, giving Gooring's
approval to, thc approved action. However, Gocring frils to strte whether he is,

preparcd to give the Vommrndant of the Oberursel Camp ~pproprintc instructions.

(continued)
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Document k) is a stotement: by Warlimont saying th~t Ritter h~d tulcphoned

"Ribbentropts approval of the draft leiicr under h. Riocbentrop. horevor, ;shed
-.to-obtain Hitler's ”pPrOV”l of the draft before sending the lettor to Keitcel

in finnl forme:

,hDchgént_l) is a ‘rencwed rumlL&ur to Gocrlng that ‘he shoewdd fiwve insivouctions to

tho Commandcnt 2t Obcrursels Marginal notes make it elenr that the remiuder
was followed up by scveral telephone calls ~nd th»t Goering dodged =11 1“44¢rlcs

‘on this p01nt.

Documont'm! is n rccord of ~ further ordcr which Hitlor proposcd to issuc -
daflnlng "tcrror fllcrs“ in wider tcrms ~nd thruﬂt,nlng thom with doathe

St of _*i videal Rosr.onaibilitios

‘Hitlor g..wu onc ordor (é&:;ﬁ:nt a) o contumplated rmother (document m)
irivolving the killing of .nglo-.mcrican aiwmen

~uprome Commend and General O%: ~ff of th¢ amnid Forces were the prime movors

in the notter, after Hitlcer hod given tho oracr. duttcrs went out over Kictel's

-~ initials to got the npproval of tho Forcign Office nnd the .ir Foree (documcnts

d_PDGNQ)n; Reponted cttcuapts wore m~de by the Supreme Cormqnd to ninke Gocring

- issuo ‘the final order for the Killings (Gocument 1). It was nlso the Supromo

cormand s who introduccd ~ distinction botwecn nets com. tted by cncmy flicrs

:_and ncts. to bc imputed to then in Gornon propogrnds (docunicnts d-2hd ¢, nerginal
- gomments “to docunont h)e Tho rispecetive rosponsibilitics of Kictel, Jodl, cnd

Warlimont, whosc sign-turcus, intinisls ~nd ccmments ~ppc~r on mnny of tho

docunents, orc difficult to sort out.

SS ond Sceurity Scrvicce .actively coopar~ted writh the 3Suprenme Cormnond .

VHimJlur hcld ~ conforonce on the subjcet with Gocring ~nd Riblcntrop (ddcurcnt c)

. Kaltenbrunncr pronlscd that tho Sceurity Serviece weuld carry out the *Sonder-

bohnndlung“ of  .nglo=iricrican airtcn,. nlthough he sdmittcd th-t no cosc of

“Morror ncts' could be nadg ocut sgninst them (documont ¢). as is shown tho
-tolegr: ‘phic reports on the killing of two Liberntor crcws (sce docuncnt No. R=117)
S A4llicqd . ‘Vl tors .crc subsoquuntly turncd over to tho Sceurity Soerviee vho killed

thGI"l.

The Forcign 0ffico 1ppfovcd tho.proposod nction, . nlthough thcy were awarc
thot it involved violations of international agrecrients (docwacnt h)e Tho opinion

“of thc Forclgn Offico was forrulated by Ministor Ritter nnéd subscquently approved

by Rlbbuntrop over the telphonc (documcnt k)~ Ribbentrop hod previcusly advocated

-kllllhg airmen who hzd participated in reids on citics (docunient c).

Thb Supreric’ Cormand of the Lir Forco approved thu proposc od nction (ducrment
J) “though Gocring did so only ofter soric hesitotian (docurcnt f) 'nd thon refused

'tq toko an active part in it (docwient 1l)s Subscquent docuncnts (R=-117) indicato
that 4llicd ovi~tors werc turned over to the Sceurity Scrviec who prorptly shot

then, as was planncd in those documcnts. Ho was, hovever, onc of the pursons
concerncd in the wmatter from tho outset, having had a hand in Hitler's original
order (documopt a4 and docuriont R-19) ~nd heving hnd a: necting with Hirnlor and
Rlbbontrop on the. subgact (docununt c) Col. von- quuchltsch flgurus as hls

I
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liaison men with Keitel (documents b and ¢). General Korten, Chief of Staff of the
sirforce handled Hitler's order (docurent a) -

Ministerialdircktor Berndt is rcferred tc by Zeitel as having killed inglo-
american cirmen with his own nernds{dccunea’ o
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