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SUMMARY 

At the time of Germany's occupation of Hungary ( 19 March 1944 ) . 

the population of that country included almost a million confessing and 

"racial." Jews hitherto the largest and best-treated Jewry in Axis 

Europe. 

For over one thousand years Jews had played an active role in the 

national existence of Hungary, and by the ty/entieth century had become 

completely fused with the life of the country and formed a considerable 

part of its commercial and professional middle class. 

Anti-Semitism began to take root in Hungary in the 1920's follow­

ing that country's defeat in 1918 with its consequent loss of territory 

and prestige. Economic competition and the need of the reactionaries 

for a scapegoat provided the bases for active anti-Semitism during this 

period. 

With the growth of Nazi power and influence in the '30s, the Horthy 

regime adopted an active anti-Jewish policy both as a means of bartering 

y/ith Hitler and stealing the thunder from domestic Nazis. 

The Hungarian Government, however, did not'always follow suggestions 

from Berlin and maintained a higher degree of political independence than 

other Nazi satellites. In order to avoid the complete alienation of the , 

Allies, the Horthy regime hesitated at following the Nazi policy to its 

ultimate goals of deportation, starvation and extermination. 

Following the German occupation in 194-4, new discriminatory legis­

lation was drafted after the Nazi model. Within the space of weeks the 

yellow badge was introduced, property confiscated, professions and civil 

service barred to Jews, enterprises closed down, bank accounts blocked, 

ghettos and concentration camps established, and, finally, the bulk of 

Hungarian Jewry deported. The result of these measures has been the ex­

propriation of an estimated ^4,000,000,000 of Jewish property and the 

deportation of 800,000 Jews, 64.0,000 apparently to extermination centers. 

This report deals with events occurring through the period ending 

in September 1944-. 
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THE JZ\1S IN HUNGARY 

I. THE JEWISH SITUATION IN PRE-OCCUPATION HUNGARY 

At the time of the Nazi occupation (1944.) Hungary's Jewish popu­

lation had become the largest in Axis Europe. According to the census of 

1930, Hungary had AAA,567 Jews, the fifth largest Jewish population on the 

continent (excluding the USSR), but in the following years its Jewish 

population climbed in the relative scale, as Jews were killed by the hund-
: " •_. 1 Ü ; 

reds of thousands in other European countries. At the same time, the num­

ber of Jews within Hungary increased as territory containing sizable Jewish 

populations was annexed from Rumania, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia: 

100,000 in Sub-Carpathian Russia (formerly Czechoslovakia) 

50,000 in Southern Slovakia (formerly Czechoslovakia) 

170,000 in Transylvania (formerly Rumania) 

17,000 in the Bacska (formerly Yugoslavia) 

Besides these accretions, 20,000 refugees immigrated from Poland, 

Yugoslavia, Rumania and Slovakia. 

In the most important regions under Hungarian control at the end of 

19A3, Jev/s represented the following percentages of the population. 

Hungary Proper 

Transdanubia 2.3 percent 

Hungarian Lowland (incl. Budapest ) 6.9 

Zemplan County 8.5 

Szabolcs and Ung Counties 6.5 

Szatmar, Ugocsa, Bereg Counties 6.2 

New Territories 

Southern Slovakia 4.1 

Sub-Carpathian Russia 14.1 

Transylvania 4.2 

Bacska 1.0 

1.' • Between 1939 and 1943 alone over 1,000,000 Polish and 227,000 
Rumanian Jews are reported to have been slain, 
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Of the total Jewish population in 1930, 204,371 ( 46 percent ) 

lived in Budapest, where they constituted 20.3 percent of the total popu­

lation. Thus Budapest-assumed Warsaw's pre-war position as the largest 

Jewish connunity in Europe, Other Hungarian citiea 
i • ^ • 

with large Jewish populations included: 
, i ' - M •• • -; • ' ." ,<-

City Jewish Population Percentage of Total Population 
• \ : i '" ' . 

Ujpest 11,396; 13.0 

Miskolc 10,326 19.0 
so . • • • . -

Munkacs 10,500 60.0 

Debrecen . 10,044 13.0 

The average percentage of Jews in the general urban population in 1930 

was 14.3 percent; in the rural population, 2.3 percent 

A. Historical Background ' •' 

The Jews of Hungary enjoyed a unique position prior to Hungary's 

occupation by the Nazis. On the one hand there existed an elaborate dis­

criminatory legislation that virtually eliminated them from the economic 

life of the country. At the same time they had become so completely fused 

with the native population that despite its membership in the Axis, the 

Hungarian Government was reluctant to adopt the Nazi concept of " racism " 

with its consequent mass deportations, planned starvation and mass exterm-

ination. ^ 

The explanation for this anomaly is to be found in the history of 

the Jews in Hungary, for Jewish settlement in Hungary antedates its conquest 
• ' • . . . • • ' . • • ' - . • ' . 

by the Hungarians. There is evidence that Jews lived in Hungary as far 

back as the Roman era, although the bulk of Hungarian Jewry arrived during 

more recent times. 

During the medieval period Hungarian Jews suffered the same dis­

abilities and persecutions as their co-religionists in the rest of Europe; 

they lived in ghettos, wore yellow badges, and paid " toleration taxes". 

Despite these handicaps, however, Hungarian Jewry flourishod and made itself 

an integral part of the social and economic life of the country. Tho Jews 

finally received full citizenship in 1367. The emancipation edict granted 

them " the same privileges in the exorcise of all civil and political rights 

as the Christian inhabitants," and repealed "all laws, practices, and decrees 

which (wore) In opposition to this provision." 
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As early as 1355 Jewish religious and educational institutions 

received annual state subsidies. And in February 1369, the Jewish religious 

community of Hungary was granted the right to form its own organic statute 

and representative organization, to maintain public confessional educational 

institutions, and to levy specific Jewish community taxes, in the collection 

of which the state tax collection service would cooperate. 

With the beginnings of industrial capitalism in Hungary (during the 

1870's), the city of Budapest, as the center of political and economic 

life, offered many economic opportunities to the Jews. The Hungarian 

middle class filled the civil service and looked down upon commercial 

endeavor; the German minority wero mainly prosperous farmers;, the other 

minorities (Rumanian, Slovak and Serbian) were economically backward. The 

Jews as. a group in society, were thus in a favored position, for they were 

already experienced in trade, commerce and banking, and were familiar with 

economic conditions elsewhere. They came to Budapest in large numbers, 

mainly from the southern and western counties. The same process took place 

on a smaller scale in the towns and villages where increased commercial 

opportunities similarly attracted many Jevirs. 

With this trend toward urbanization, the process of assimilation 

also quickened. Baptism and intermarriage became fairly common. Up to 
1 

1920 statistics on baptisms show a constant increase. 

Years Baptisms 
1896-1900 261 
1901-1905 420 
1906-1907 365 
1919 7,146. 
1920 1,925 
1921 . 327 
1922 499 
1923 412 
1924- 433 • 
1925 458 
1928 451 
1929 433 
1931-1935 753 
1936-1940 2,259 

Y. Arthur Ruppin, The Jews in the Modern World. London, 1934, pp. 329-331. 
The enormous increase in 1919 was due to the White Terror, many Jews hoping 
to escape its persecution by baptism. This was possible, since the White 
Terror was not "racist" in the Hitlerian senso. 
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At the same time, a reverse flow was discernible. The conversions 
1 

from Christianity to Judaism are shown in the following table: 

1919 137 
1920 168 
1921 243 
1922 340 
i923 311 
1924 315 
1925 326 
1928 •• . 271 
1929 204 

' Due to the relatively large number of conversions to Christianity, 

as well as to the high rate of intermarriage with Christians :and the low 

birthrate among the Jews, the percentage of Jews in the general population 

fell from 6.2 percent in 1910 to an estimated 4,5 percent in 1940: 

Year Number of Jews Percentage of Population 

1910 471,355 > 6.2 

1920 473,345 5.9 
1930 444,567 5.1 

1940 (est.) 420,000 4.5 

B. The Situation intho Twentieth Century 

By the beginning of the twentieth century, the Jews had become 

completely fused with the life of the country. During the existence of the 

Dual Monarchy, thoy,constituted the•commercial middle class of Hungary, 

developed its industries and trades, and contributed much to the cultural 

life of its cities.. During the first World War, the Jewish community play­

ed its part in the country's sacrifice of life and property' — over 10,000 

Jews are reported to have died in combat, 

With the defeat of Hungary in October 1913, the country lost three-

fourths of its territory and became a more or less homogeneous Magyar state. 

As a rosult, its aristocracy and bureaucracy lost their estates and position? 

in Slovakia, Ruthenia, Croatia and Transylvania. Members of this large 

dispossessed group were forced to seek economic opportunities in a more 

restricted geographic area. As a result, competition in the field of com­

merce was somewhat sharpened, and the Jew began to Ipse the unique place 

he had occupied under the Hapsburgs. 

V. The higher figures for 1922 to 1925. were-probably duetto the fact that 
many Je?js, "baptized in 1919, returned to Judaism. 
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Internal chaos followed Hungary's military collapse. When control 
. . . . . 

• of the government was finally won by the reactionaries, known at that time 

• as the "Whites," a wave of anti-Semitism swept the country. Hungarian Jewry 

was made the scapegoat for the Bolshevik uprising under Bela Kun. Jewish 

teachers, professors, judges and other public servants were removed or 

demoted, More than a thousand Jews are known to have perished during this 

"rJhite Terror." 

1 
In 1920 the first nunerus clausus law was enacted, limiting the 

ratio of Jewish students at the universities to their proportion in the 

total population of the country; i.e., to five percent of the total number 

of students. With this move as a start, technical anti-Semitism became a 

feature of Hungarian constitutional life. Even the stabilization of the 

government by the Regency of Admiral Horthy in 1920 failed to stem the 

attacks oh Jews. Later attempts by the governments of the next fifteen 

years were more successful, but although anti-Semitism may have waned during 

this period it remained a permanent weapon in the political arsenal of the 

Horthy government. The factors making for the continued maintenance of 

anti-Semitism were: 

1. The desire of urban Germpn and Catholic middle-class elements in 

Budapest to take over the economic positions of the "big" Jews. 

2. The opposition of the landed gentry to land reform. The popular 

dissatisfaction that existed had to be appeased and the Jewish minority 

offered the most readily accessible scapegoat. 

3. The fact that anti-Semitism provided q. common pla-tî rm upon whip*» 

urban reactionaries and landowners could unite. 

4. The exploitation of the Bolshevik revolution led by Bela Kun (who 

was of Jewish extraction) as a justification for the maintenance of a 

reactionary and totalitarian political trend. 

Under the Regency, the Jews officially remained partly excluded 

from civil service and public education, and were somewhat limited in their 

commercial activities by the refusal of certain licenses. At the same time, 

the restrictions wore modified under the various premiers. Count Stephen 

Bethlen (1921-31), for example, suppressed the anti-Jewish disorders. 

During the administrations of Count Julius Karolyi (1931-1932), and Julius 

1. Law No. XXV of 1920. 
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Gömbös (1932-36), the situation of the Jews improved. Even Gömbös, a former 

militant anti-Semite, declared, upon assuming the premiership, that he had 

reconsidered his attitude toward the Jews, and invited their participation 

in the life of the nation. A law enacted in 1926, which provided that 

Jews were to be represented in the Upper House by one reform and one ortho­

dox Rabbi, may be said to be fairly typical of the period. (The political 

considerations responsible for this trend are outlined under Section 3, 

page 3 ., below.) 

1. Tho Economic Position . In the economic field, however, the Jewish 

position continued to deteriorate. As former Christian civil servants 

and aristocrats entered commerce and the free professions, competition in 

these' fields constantly increased. Between 1920 and 1930 the number of 

gentile physicians in Budapest doubled to reach...5,000 while the number of 

Jewish doctors rose from 2,100 to only 2,600. During the samo period, the 

;- proportion of Jews engaged in commerce fell from 45 to 40 percent, although 

their absolute number rose by nearly 9,000. 

In 1920, the Jews represented 5.4 percent of the gainfully emplo2>-ed 

population of Hungary; in 1930, 5.1 percent. This decline was more pro­

nounced in certain occupations: 

• Law: 
1920 
1930. 

Medicine: 
1920 
1930 „, . •• ., ... -•' •"' .. 

• • ' • • ' * ' 

Transportation: 
1920 
1930 

Journalism: 
• 1920 
1930 

Education: 
1920 

1 X930 ••,.• "••;. 

49.2 
34,9 

64.5; 
54.5 

14.5 
7.3 

49.2 
35.3 

... 27.3 
24.7 

As a result of this deterioration in the economic position of Hung­

arian Jewry, the percentages of Jews in each of the principal occupation 

categories had become by 1930 as follows: 

' " • " • J ' - ; • • ' ' ; • ' • • • • • * • • • 
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Occupation Percentage Non-
Jews ' Jews 

Trade and Credit (including 
banking and insurance) 

Pensionists, rentiers, and house-owners 
1 • 

Public service and free professions 

Industry 
.' 

Transportation 

Day labor 

Domestic service 

Mining 

-

Agriculture 

Other occupations 

Within some of these categories of occupations, the distribution 

of Jews in 1930 was as follows': 

. 

40.0 

9.1 

8.9 • 

.8.3 

3.7 

1.4 

1.0 

0.8 

0.3. 

5.7. 

60.0 

90.9 

91.1 

91.7 

96.3 

98.6 

99.0 

99.2 

• 99.7 

94.3 

• 

Trade and Credit; 

Independent . 
Office workers and salesmen 
Physical workers 

Industry: 
' -

Independent 

Office employees, engineers, etc. 

. Physical workers 

Independent (liberal) Occupations: 

Independent (professionals) 
Office employees 

Physical workers (office boys,etc.) 

It is thus apparent that participation of Jews in independent under­

takings and white-collar work was obviously far greater than 'their percent­

age of the general population, (approximately 5 percent), even in the phy­

sical labor categories they were also represented by sizable proportions. 
i ' . - < , • • ' • ' • ' 

V. The high percentage of Jews in law and medicine was counter-balanced 
by.their smaller participation in poblic service, engineering, etc. 

Jews '. 

45.6 
47.6 
29.1 

• 11.0 
33.4 
5.6 

34.2 
7.4 
3.1 

Percentage 
Non-Jews 

44.4-
42.8 
70.9 

89.0 
66,6 
94.4 

65.8 
92.6 
96.9 

, . •- . [;VJ 
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2« Social Stratification. In 1920 and lf30 the Jewish and Christian 

populations were represented in the following social classes: 

Distribution Among Jews 

• 

Middle Class 

Intellectuals 

Laborers 

1920 
Percentage 

45.9 

22.9 

31,2 
100.0 

1930 . 
Number Percentage 

91,840 43.1 

53,473 25.1 

67,917 3lf8 
100.0 

Distribution Among Christians 

1920 
Percentage 

41.8 

4.9 

53.3 
100.0 

1930 
Number Percentage 

1,670,000 44.1 

199,475 5.3 

1,916,187 50f6 
.100.0 

Middle Class 

Intellectuals 

Laborers 

3. The Political Position. Despite the economic tension, the political 

position of the Jews steadily improved until 1933. The reasons for this 

rested outside tho Jewish connunity itself. Hungary continued to be chiefr 

ly concerned with the recovery of lost territories, in which several hund-

red thousand Jews lived. They were Hungarian in language and culture, 

and in Transylvania, Slovakia and Sub-Carpathian Russia, they maintained 

a substantial Hungarian press. Consequently it was apparent to the govern­

ment that it would be poor strategy to alienate this large group by the 

actual practice,of anti-Semitism. 

-

Moanwhile, Nazi influence was beginning to make itself felt in 

Hungary. And when Hungarian Nazis were elected to the parliament in 1936, 

it was apparent that Nazi propaganda was showing results. Nazi newspapers, 

clubs and front organizations, with obvious ties in Berlin, musbroomed 

all over the country. The weak attitude of the Premier, Kaiman Daranyi, 

moreover, was thoroughly exploited by the Germans, 

After 1938, the Horthy regime refurbished its anti-Semitic policy 

for use as a means of barter with Hitler, hoping that anti-Jev;ish legis-

. lation would assuage the Nazis. The first fruit of this policy was the 

anti-Jewish law of May 1933 which provided for a gradual reduction over 

a period of five years of the participation of the Jews in the economic 

1. Law Nr, XV of 1933: "Act for the More Efficient 
Protection of Economic and Social Balance. CONFIIDEHTIAL 



and cultural life of the nation to 20 percent. The chief aim of this 

kind of legislation was to weaken the position of the domestic Nazis by 

appropriating the anti-Semitic plank of their platform. This cost the 

ruling group nothing; on the other hand, it deprived the domestic Nazis 

of their raison d'etre. 

Upon the Nazi seizure of Austria, the nresige and influence of 

Hitlerism grew apace and was not without effect on Hungary. Premier 

Bela Imredy, openly acknowledged his approval and support of the Nazis. 

Imredy was, however, ousted on the susoicion that he was of part-Jewish 

1 

origin. Under his successor, Count Paul Teleki, the Nazis made consid­

erable headway in the parliamentary elections of 1939 and returned thirty 

members. 

Teleki's cabinet, although hostile to German encroachment in 

2 

Hungarian politics, on 4 May 1939, adopted a second and far more sweep­

ing anti-Jewish law, which had been drafted by the preceding Imredy cab-

inet under the growing pressure of Germany and the domestic Nazis. 
" , - . - ' . 

Aimed at expressing the anti-Semitic policy of the government, 

and yet placating the Church in its concern regarding communicants and 

converts of Jewish extraction, the new law emerged as one of the most 

complicated documents in the vast field of anti-Jewish legislation. 

Amplifying the earlier anti-Jewish law, the new act provided for the re­

duction or exclusion of Jews from Hungarian economic life. Jewish judges 

of the royal courts were to be retired by 1 January 194-0; Jewish teachers 

were to be removed by 1 January 1943. Within five years after enactment 

of the law, all licenses held by Jews for the sale of monopoly products 

were to be rovokod; in certain commercial operations Jewish employees 

were to be reduced gradually to a 12 percent quota. Jews were not ex­

cluded from lav/, medicine, engineering, the theatre, journalism, dentistry 

and handicraft; but no vacancies in these pursuits were to be filled by 

Jews until their proportion in each was reduced to 6 percent. Further­

more, the number of Jewish college and university students was to be 

1. Imredyis said to have had a Jewish grandmother and a Jewish great 
grandfather. However, after the Nazi occupation, he was found not 
to be Jewish by a special investigation commission. 

2. Law Nr. IV. of 1939. 

• • ' • • • • • • . : • ' • . < - . . . " \ ' ' ' 
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reduced at once to 6 percent, while Jewish technology students were limit­

ed to 12 percent; The law also empowered the authorities to compel the 

Jews to turn over or to lease their real estate to non-Jews. No trade 

licenses were to be issued in any town or village before the percentage 

of Jewish licenses in that town or village became less than 6 percent 

of the total.-. Over forty-three thousand Jews were arrested and tried 

during 1940. alone for violating the various clauses of this complex 

legislation. Of these, however, only four hundred wore imprisoned and 

the remainder fined a total of nine million pengoo. 

In June 194-0, the Budapest Jewish Community published a preliminary 

estimate of the effects of this second Jewish Law upon Jews in Hungary 

proper. . According to this estimate, over 14-0,000 persons, including 

dependents, were affected, Whito collar workers, salesmen and other 

commercial representatives, professionals," and holders of special mono­

poly and trade licenses were slated for statutory elimination from eco­

nomic life. The total number involved represented 31.5 percent of the 

Jewish population of "Trianon Hungary". The percentage of those deprived 

of livelihoods-in all of Hungary may be put at between 45 and 50 percent, 

which would mean that some four hundred thousand Jews in Hungary were 

without subsistence in 1943» 

Despite strong opposition by both Social Democrats and the Church, 

the Nazi line was folloxyod in other fields. Labor camps for Jews were 

established. In- May 1942, Premier'• Kallay declared in parliament that 

every able-bodied Jew would-be sent to a labor camp. This threat 

never fully carried out, but there were some 60,000 to 150,000 Jews (so 

widely do the reports vary) between the ages of 13 and 60 engaged in com­

pulsory work in labor camps and-battalions under military command. These 

persons were used for general construction work and fortifications with-
" • " * 

in Hungary and on the Russian front, where they are reported to have been 

placed at the disposal of the Organization Todt. Those who worked in Hun­

gary are said to have been relatively well-treated, whereas the latter 

wore subject to the usual German ill-trt?atnent and were exposed to the 

dangers of a battle front. 

1. Cf. OSS CID # 23759, 15 February 1944; OSS 0ID# 26430, 31 December 
1943; OSS CID # 29061, 25 February 1944. 
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As Hungary drew closer to the Reich, the tempo of anti-Semitic 

action was increased. In January 194-0, a decree of the Minister of Edu­

cation dismissed all Jewish teachers immediately, although according to 

the Law of 1939 they were to bo retired gradually until their complete 

disappearance in 194-3. On 16 November 194-0, the Minister of Commerce 

decreed that only those Jewish tavern and innkeepers who employed gentile 

help would be permitted to keep their licenses until the final date pro­

vided by the 1939 law. Between January and April 194-0, Jewish newsdealers, 

traveling salesmen and peddlers lost their licenses. In October 194-0, 

the Hungarian parliament, upon the return of Transylvania with its large 

Jewish population, passed a law depriving Jews of representation in the 

Upper House. On 15 May 194-1, a decree provided that a Jewish employoo 

called into military service could be replaces only by a gentile. In 
1 

1942, Jews were excluded from the army, and, by another decree, from the 

civil service. Marriages between gentiles and Jews were banned in August 

194-1 under pain of five years' imprisonment for both parties. Heavy 

penalties were also fixed for extramarital relations between gentiles 

and Jews. 
of 

The Hungarian Government, despite this mass/anti-Jewish legislation, 

did not always follow advices from Berlin. With the possible exception 

of Finland, it maintained a far greater measure of political independence 

than the other satellites of the Reich. The Hungarian Government, more­

over, with an eye to the deteriorating military fortunes of the Reich 

and the necessity of impressing the Allies, adopted no official policy 

of physical violence. 
2 

With one exception, Hungary, before the occupation, did not follow 

the Nazi policy of mass deportation, planned starvation and mass exter­

mination. Prior to the occupation thero were no ghettos and no yellow 

1. 'They wore required to render labor service under Army command instead, 
2. The darkest spot on the Hungarian record before the occupation occurr­
ed in July 194-1, when 18,500 Jews who could not produce birth certificates 
authenticating their Hungarian citizenship were deported to German-occupied 
Eastern Galicia. Here they were turned over to the German Army arfd accord-? 
ing to eye-witness accounts, 11,500 were slaughtered by Ukrainian b*ands 
under Gorman command. The remaining 7,000 wore hastily ryturned by order 
of the Hungarian Army command. 
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badges in Hungary, nor was there any indication that these trappings of 

the Now Order would have boon introduced by the Hungarian Government of 

its own free will. '•>'.•.'•'' 

As a result,, the persecuted Jews of tho neighboring Axis lands 

looked upon Hungary as a place of refuge. Some 3,000 Polish, 6,000 Slovak, 

2,500 Croatian, and 2,000 German and Austrian Jews, among others, managed 

to enter the country illegally and find refuge. These refugees.later 

attracted the attention of the American Government which participated in 
2 

efforts to evacuate them. Tho Gorman press even made loud'demands that 

Hungary cease being a "Jewish, paradise" and threatened .action if a more 

satisfactory line were not taken. Hungary, however, although not a Nazi 

hell, was far. indeed frpm being a "paradise." for the Jews. Economic 

restrictions deprived ;;any. of all. means of livelihood; Jews woro largely 

declassed and lost their political rights. 

In summary, it nay be said that, prior to the occupation of 19 

March. 1944, the policy of the Hungarian Government toward the Jews had 

been one of opportunisn. On one hand, the Horthy regime sought to placate 

the Nazis — German and domestic —(as well as help the urban reaction-

arios to their share of plunder)— by adopting anti-Jewish legislation; 

while, on tho other, it.endeavored to appease, the United Nations, by 

avoiding.large-scale physical violence. 

x.This, of course, does not overlook the medieval period. See p. 3. 
2. OSS CID # 30059, 15 March 1944; OSS CID # 29755, 7 March. 1944. 
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iro: ii # THE JEWISH SITUATION IN NAZI-OCCUPIED HUNGARY. 

The German occupation of Hungary on 19 March 1944 ended the 

period of partial toleration for Hungarian Jewry. In general, the . 

pattern of anti-Jewish measures introduced by the Sztojay government 

was merely a repetition of German anti-Semitic legislation since 1933. 

But, while in Germany the political, economic and physical liquidation 

of the Jews was spread out over a period of ten years, in Hungary the 

same measures were crammed into a few weeks. 

During the first days of the occupation the stage was set for 

future anti-Jewish activities. The Hungarian press and radio laid 

down a continuous barrage of broadcasts and articles to "prove" the 

Jewish responsibility for the war, for the economic crisis, for ßocial 

discrepancies, and for all national and international ills in general..... 

Ten days were allotted for these necessary preliminaries and on 30 March 

the first new anti-Jewish measures were published. ' . 

A. Legal Definition of Jews 

The first of these decrees, defining who was to .be ..considered ft" 

Jew, accepted as its basis section 9 of Article XV of the Law for Race-
• • > . . . - . - . • . . . ' " • • ' . 

. . . . . . • - • . . . 

Protection of August 1941» According to the purely negative definition 

of the 1941 law only such persons who have not more thaii one Jewish-born 

grandparent were declared "non-Jews." Persons with two Jewish-born and 

two Christian-born grandparents may be considered as non-Jews, provided 

that they were born as Christians or were baptized before reaching the 

age of seven. There were, of course, further ramifications of these 

categories. This earlier legislation, enacted under the Teleki govern­

ment, was designed to prevent mixed marriages between Jews and non-Jews, 

and its definition was applicable only in cases of marriage or sexual 

intercourse between Jews and gentiles. It had no bearing whatsoever 

ox the political and economic rights of Jews which were regulated by 

the first and second Jewish laws, enacted under Daranyi and Imredy. 

After Hungary had entered the war (June 1941), the definition of the 

Law for Race-Protection was adopted as the basis for enforcing a ruling 

that Jews were not to serve in the army, but were required to render 

compulsory military labor service instead. The laws of 1944 proceeded 

to extend the restrictions. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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According to an official statement o"f 5 May 1944 the category 

of the half-Jews was further limited by establishing two'categories 

of half-Jews who are to be considered as non-Jews: 

1. Half-Jews whose Jewish parent was of Christian faith at the 

time of marriage are for all purposes considered as non-Jews. 

2. Half-Jews whose Jewish parent had never been baptized or had 

been baptized only after the birth,of the half-Jew in question are 

considered as non-Jews provided „that they themselves were baptized be­

fore they reached the age of seven. Their acceptance as non-Jews, 

however, becomes invalid if they are, or have been, married, to a 

partner'of partly or fully Jewish origin. .. 

This amplification allows those of the first category to be ; , : 

considered as non-Jews oven if married to persons of Jewish origin. 

The second category, on the other hand, is still restricted by that 

stipulation. :L ..(.••, ., r 

By the supplement of 15 May 1944 exemptions are allowed only 

for holders of high military distinctions, severe war casualties, and 

those individual's who received recognition from the government for their 

"exemplary attitude" in the counter-revolutionary movements of 1919. 

B. Adoption of a .'?Jewish Badge" , "' 

Simultaneously with these acts, the government published a decree 

according to which any one considered a Jew according to the above def­

initions was compelled to wear a six-pointed yellow star, four inches 

in size. Violators of this order were subject,to fine and Jjnprison-

ment up to six months.,, On 5 April, the day the order went into effect, 

the Official Gazette (Budapest! Kozlonv) published a- list of those 

persons not required to wear the yellow star. These included: 1. priests, 

monks, nuns, deacons and deaconesses of the Christian denominations; 

2 , wives, widows and children of those who were exempt on account of . 
• • . ' • • • . . . • ' . . . ' • ' . . • K P 

high military honors; 3 f widows and orphans of this war; 4t foreign 

nationals living in Hungary; 5, husbands or wives already belonging 

to a Christian*religion:, if their wives'or husbands are not Jews; widows 

of non-Jews provided they already belong to a Christian religion, Ex­

emption in those latter cases applies only if the children born of-'these 

marriages did not belong to the Jewish faith. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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C. Limitations on Employment 
M . ! j X.-J. 

Two other significant decrees on the German model were also 

promulgated on 30 March. The first of these prphibits the employ­

ment of non-Jewish domestic servants in any household which has a • 
1 " - -

Jewish member. The seconc. öseree providers for tho dismissal of all 
Jews from the civil services, municipal administration, public corpor-

2 '•'--• 
ations, and public w^rks. Jewish lawyers and notaries public wer.e 

to cancel their membership in the Chamber of Lawyers by 31 May, and 

Jewish members of the Press, Theater, and Film Chambers had to.resign 

by 30 April. , • .,• 

D. Restrictions on Movement••• 

>,-: On 5 April, the first day on; which the Jews were compelled-to > 

wear the yellow star in Hungary, steps w-ere taken to control their 

3 

movements. The decree, as published in the Official Gazette, pro­

vided that Jews could not use automobiles j' could not travel on trains,'. 

boats, or busses without written permission from the authorities; could 

not be given permission to travel on express"trains or in dining cars; ' 

and were forbidden to appear in, or attend^ theatrical performances. 

The travel ban had the effect of preventing Jews from evacuat­

ing from the vicinity of possible bombing targets.• This purpose was 

confirmed by Major-General Vorog, Government Commissioner for Evacu­

ation, who stated explicitly on 7 April that Jews were forbidden to 

emigrate from Budapest. In•connection with the evacuation t>f children 

from the capital, lAazlo Bo*dy, the deputy-mayor of Budapest, informed 

the public by posters on 12 April that Jewish children were excluded 
4 

from the evacuation. • 

E. Economic Discrimination and Expropriation , 

' The elimination of Jews from economic life was decreed on 6 April, 
. . . • 

Twenty-five percent of the Jewish employees were to be dismissed by 
V 

30 April, a further twenty-five percent by 31 May, and the other fifty 

percent were allowed to continue in their positions for another six 

1» Fester Lloyd.. 3,1 March 1944. 
2. Budapesti Kozlony. 31 March 1944.. 
3. Magyar Isidor Lap.la. 31 March 1944-
U. OSS CID #85138R, 21 July 1944. 
5. OSS CID #91919, 26 June 1944. 

• . 
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months (until 1 October 1944) on condition that application bjr their 

employer was granted by the Govornmont Commissioner. In pursuance of 
• r - . . • . .. • ; .-• ' -: " 

this docroo all Jews who still' hold loading posts in the management of 

Hungarian banks, industrial and commercial enterprises were eliminated 

as of 26 April. '."'."•• 

On 15 April, the Sztojay government took another step on the 

German pattern. Every Jew was obliged to declare all his real estate 

and personal property, provided its value exceeded ten thousand pengo, 

with an addition of three thousand pengo for each member of the family. 

As the basis for evaluation, the obviously elastic concept of "market 

value" was used. All funds in excess of three thousand pengo, gold and 

platinum articles, jewelry and precious stones were to be confiscated. 

Jll bank accounts were blocked, and only a maximum of one thousand 

i i • . . . • ••• ••••• 

pengo per month could be paid out to Jews from these sources, accord­

ing to an addition to this decree published on 5 May.-

The next step was taken on 20 April. The Minister of Trade and 

Transport ordered the closing down of all Jewish-owned shops and the 

confiscation of stocks and inventories. According to the terms of 

this decree all Jewish businessmen were compelled to close their 

establishments immediately and to report them to the proper authority. 

The owner of the business and his.employees were to enter such a closed 

establishment only to take inventory. The owner was to continue pay-

ing his Christian employees, but was forbidden tp sell or transfer his 

stocks or installations f If the stocks were perishable, they wore to-

be handed over to Christian shopkeepers or cooperatives within four 

days. Where the business was of national importance, it was to be 

continued under new Christian management. 

. As a result of these measures, the Jewish population of Hungary 

is reported by the Budapest press to have lost twenty billion pengo 

(approximately four billion dollars). Of the thirty thousand stores 

and shops in Budapest alone, some eighteen thousand owned by Jews were 

2 
closed and their owners left destitute. 

1. Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 19 July 1944. 
2. OSS CID #86231R, 26 July 1944. 

• • 

•. • . . . . .. • a i . 
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T . Cuts in Food Rations 

On 26 April the puppet government, again acting upon German 
• • " • • • • ' . : • . • 

inspiration, required,all Jews living in Budapest and the surround-
* " " ' • • • • - • • , . • 

ing area to surrender their ration cards for sugar, fats and moat. 

New ration cards were then issued which restricted the food allotted 

them, and forbade them to purchase butter, eggs, poppy seeds, paprika, 
' • 1 ..;. . 

rice and all meats except beef, 
••••• i . r : " j • : • , 

G. Creation of a New Jewish,Organization 

Ik 21 April the Official Gazette published a decree establish-
2 

ing the Association of Hungarian Jews (which bears a strong resemblance 
...» r 

to the Nazi-created, Roichsvereinigung der Juden in Deutschland). The 

Association replaced all the various Jewish organizations dissolved by 

order of the Ministry of the Interior and-its primary function, accord­

ing to Magyarorszag, was "to see that the anti-Jewish laws arc'scru­

pulously carrier out." The following leaders of the Jewish community 

were appointed to the executive committee of the organization: 
Samu Sterol, President of the Jewish Community of Budapest 
Erno Peto, Vice-chairman of the Jewish community 
Karoly,Wilhqlm, Administrator of the Jewish community 

•'•• -:' of Budapest 
Dr. Bela Berend, Rabbi of Budapest 
Rabbi Samu Kahan Frankl, Chairman of the Orthodox 

Jewish congregation of Budapest 
- Lipot Freudiger de Öbuda, Chairman of the Conservative 

Jewish,,community of Budapest 
Andor Torok» author and journalist 
Dr. Jozsef Nagy, chief physician of the Jewish Hospital 
Dr.'Janos Gabor, legal advisor of the Jewish Community 

of Budapest 

Undoubtedly as the result of powerful Catholic pressure, a separate 
' • ' . ' * • 3 

organization was established for baptized' Jews on 6 July. 
vi ' • <"•' :• 

H. Establishment of Camps and Gho-ttos • 

With tho announcement of the government ordär of 31 May regulat­

ing the housing of Jews, tho situation of the Jews in Hungary rapidly 

approached its climax. As a preliminary measure, all flats and dwel-

lings in Budapest were- to be• registered by their tenants. During the 

spring of 1944 an increasing stream of county and municipal orders 

poured forth, each seeking to outdo the other in anti-Jewish housing 

legislation. A few examples of this legislation taken from the Hungar­

ian press (1944) follow: 

25 April — the Jews were to be expelled from. Munka'cs (Mukacero) 

and Ungvar ' (Uzhorod) Hungarian towns with large Jewish populations; the 

' • • • • • • - • • • - • - : ' " • 

1. Pesti-Hirlao. 23 April 1944. 
2. Cited in Pest. 13 May 1944 (News Digest 1457). 
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same measures were to be taken in Kassa;.(Kösice) 

29 April « The mayor and police1 of "Szabadka (Subotica)' 

fixed the district in which; the town's 4,300 Jews could live. On 

the average, four Jews would be lodged in each room. Every Szabadka 

Jew had to leave his present home by 5 May* * They were forbidden to 

remove stoves, electrical equipment^ and blackout equipment from their 
i • • I t t f t j • . • / •••; 

houses, and were required to submit a list of their stored furniture, 

The Ujvid6k (Novysad) Jews were to be moved to Szabadkaj-the Tisza-

line Jews to Szeged, and.the Danube-line to Baja. Altogether 2,000 

Jews were to be moved to Szabadka, which would' then have a population 

of 6,300 Jews living in a segregated district, 

30 April w The Jews of Nagykanizsa wore moved into a ghetto 

surrounded by barbed wire. Jews may only leave the ghetto when taken 

to work, 

2 May —<• In Miskolc thirteen thousand Jews were placed in a 
. •' • > * i •;;'• . '. • '•/:• i • - • - . . • ü . ' . . ' ' 

• - . . 

ghetto. During the early part of May ghettos were to be set. up in Szeged 

and Ujpest. In the latter town, the ghetto was situated in the industrial 

area, 

3 May — A fenced-in ghetto was set Up in Nagyvarad. The 

ghetto was to be used by thirty thousand Jews and their resettlement was 

to take four days, Jews could leave the ghetto only between nine and 

ten o'clock, 

12 May — A ghetto in Pecs was set up near the main railway 

station for the accommodation of 3,4-00 Jews. Baptized Jews were to re­

ceive a special place in the ghetto, Jewish doctors could practice 

only in the ghetto. 

15 May — Roughly sixty thousand Jews in the Pest .district 

were being settled, in ghettos in twenty-two communes. This measure 

was to be concluded on 30 May. It was decreed further that Jews from 

communities of over ten thousand inhabitants should be settled elsewhere. 

17 May — According to the Berliner'Börsen Zeitung. 320 f000 

Jews living in areas east of the Tisza had been taken to ghettos,or camps, 

" ...The various items reporting the concentration of Jews in ghettos 

indicate that these measures have assumed two general forms: 
• 

1. All Jews living in communities with a population, of ten thousand 

or less were forced to leave their homes and could take with them 

... '•• • . , / ' ' ' > t 
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belongings weighing not more than fifty kilograms and funds not ex-

ceeding fifty pengo. They were forcibly transported to some larger 

city with an established ghetto, or if none were available, to an 

assembly camp, 

2, Jews living in the larger cities were rounded up and confined 

to special districts in ghettos. According to the press reports, there 

was no attempt at uniformity in the carrying out of .these measures in 

the various parts of the country. In Kassa, for example, all Jews 

were expelled from the city and a camp was set up for them outside 

the city area proper, At Satoraljaujhely on the other hand, the ghetto 

was set up inside the town and included fifteen thousand Jews who had 

been transferred from smaller localities in the county. More generally, 

however, the ghetto was established in the city's industrial area, near 

the railway yards or other military targets. 

With respect to Budapest with its three hundred thousand Jewish 

inhabitants, no attempt was made to establish an enclosed ghetto. In­

stead the apartment houses of the capital were designated as either 

"Jewish" or "Christian" depending upon which group occupied a majority 

1 

of the apartmentst Jews were to vacate "Christian" houses; and Christ­

ians were to move from "Jewish" buildings. Another general principle 
2 

adopted was that "a Jewish family has the right to only one room," 

Thus if a four-room apartment were occupied by a Jewish family, three 

other Jewish families were to be settled in the apartmentf. It is re­

liably reported that this checkerboard housing pattern was adopted 

with the definite aim of preventing Allied air raids on the capital. 

The belief was said to be that if a separate Jewish quarter were 

established, only the non-Jewish portion of the city would be bombed 

and the ghetto spared, whereas under the system adopted it was hoped 

that the Allies would be loath to bomb the city, A similar reason is 

said to have impelled the location in other cities of ghettos near in-

dustrial areas, railroad yards, etc. 

I, Deportations 

The stage was now set for the logical culmination of the program— 

the deportation and subsequent extermination of Hungarian Jewry, At the 

1. Pest. 13 June 1944. 
2. Magyarorszag. 13 June 1944, 
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time of the German occupation there were in'Hungary'about eight hundred 

thousand confessing Jews and some two hundred thousand Christians de­

fined as Jews by the decree of 31 March, 

Following the concentration of Jews in various camps and ghettos 

reports of deportation of Jews began to leak out of Hungary. Crammed 

freight cars were said to be discharging'their human cargo at various 

extermination centers. At first these reports from Polish and Jewish 

underground sources were generally disregarded in view of the vigorous 

denials of the Hungarian government. 

The complete story, however, begins to emerge from detailed re­

ports of Swiss and Swedish officials'who have left Hungary recently, 

International Red Cross representatives in Hungary, members of Polish, 

Slovak and Jewish resistance movements, and from other reliable secret 

sources. 

Apparently the first wave of large-scale deportations began • 

about 15 May and lasted until the middle of June, During this period 

alone, some four hundred thousand Hungarian Jews were deported,--This 

group included virtually the" entire Jewish population east of the-Dan""' 

ube, especially in eastern, northern,' and"northeastarn Hungary, This 

i s ... . ; 5 , .. 

first series of deportations/reliably reported to have included* -' 

Approximately one hundred and thirty thousand: from-Sub- "'• -" 

Carpathia, mainly from the towns of Bereggzasz, Felsoviso, 

Huszt, Nagyszollos, Maramarossziget, Munkacs and Ungvar. 

Some ninety thousand in Transylvania, primarily from 

Beszterce, Do's, Kolozsvar, Marosvasarhely, Nagybanya,-' ' 

Nagyvarad and Szaszre'gen. 

Many from Kassa, Gyongyos, Satoraljaujhely and Sarospatak. 
Approximately seventy-five thousand from the trans-Tisza 

*ion, mainly froi 

and Szatmarne'meti. 

region, mainly from Kisvarda, Ma'teszalka, Nagykaroly, Nyiregyhaza 

1. C6S.CID #78792S, 9 June 1944; and Source S, 25 May 1944. 
2. Source S, 24 June 1944, 
3. Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 25 June 1944. 
4. Source S, 17 June 1944. 
5. Sources, 24 June 1944. 
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Some twenty thousand from certain towns in southern Hungary, 

including Baja, Nagykanizsa, Ujvidek, and Szabadka. 

Prior to their deportation, these Jews were held in primitive 
1 

quarters for periods of two to four weeks. Living conditions in these 

camps are said to defy all description. The Jews were herded together 

without regard to age, sex or health} food, clothing and water were in-
•• .2 

adequate; outbreaks of typhus were not uncommon. 

From these camps the deportees were loaded into freight cars 
3 

(sixty to eighty to a car), the doors were nailed shut and then hauled 

off to Poland. En route the lack of food, water and sanitary facilities 

is reported to have caused numerous deaths, but the bodies were never 
• • 4 ' ••• • • ' ' 

removed from the cars. 

-•-• The number deported daily has been reliably estimated at twelve 

thousand; seven thousand were shipped via Sub-Carpathia, five thousand 
5 •• ' 

through Slovakia. There is little doubt that the majority of these 

Hungarian Jews were being shipped to the extermination centers of 

Birkenau and Auschwitz as well as similar establishments in eastern 

Poland.. There is considerable evidence of their arrival at these 

places and the subsequent extermination of large numbers of them. 

J. Rosponsibility 

The problem of assessing the relative responsibility of Hungar­

ian and German authorities for the deportations and other anti-Jewish 

•measures is as difficult as it is important. The collaborationist 

Hungarian Government has steadily maintained its innocence through the 

media'of the press, radio and diplomatic channels. These protesta­

tions have emphasized two distinct points: 

1. The Jews have been neither deported nor harmed. Any Jews who 
• ' • • • , • ' - . . . . ' 

have left the country have gone as foreign workers to the Reich where 

they receive equal treatment with other workers. 

2. If atrocities have been committed, they were entirely the work 

of the Germans and are unknown to the Hungarian authorities. 

1. OSS CID #91919, 26 Juno 1944. 
2. OSS CID #91919R, 26 June 1944. 
3. OSS CID #89575, 27 July 1944. 
4. OSS CLD #78792S, 9 Juno 1944. 
5. Source S, 24 June 1944. 
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The first of these arguments was evidenced in an address by 

Lajos Szasz, the Minister of Industry in tho Sztojay government, in 
• • I • ; - - • ' . ' -:•. 

which he stated, inter alia: 

Nobody is aiming at the extermination or vexation of the 
Jews. None of .the government's regulations gives any in­
dication of such aims, which are unworthy of Hungarians,'• 
The Jewish problem cannot be solved by anti-Semitism based . 
on hatred. We shall be very glad when the unfortunate 
people of Ahasuerus find a country and build up a state far 
from our borders. 

• 

Similarly, on 26 June 1944, in reply to an American note of 
' 'x 

inquiry regarding the treatment of Jews in Hungary (transmitted through 

the Swiss Government), the Sztojay government stated: 

As defeatist propaganda and agitation of the Jews became 
more and more perceptible in this decisive phase of the 
war and in ordor to prevent'repetition of"1918-1919, tho 
government was obliged to eliminate on an increased scale 
the influence of the Jews. They were consequently separ­
ated from the rest of the population and put to more useful 
work — either in the country itself or abroad. In doing 
so the government and its functionaries did not fail to 
consider the laws of humanity and justice. If individual 
cases of injustice occurred,; they were always due to spor­
adic acts of some subordinates who -were responsible in each 
case, 

Numerous Jews have been placed at the disposal- of the Ger­
man government as workers as was the .case for years of tens 
of thousands" of workers of Hungarian nationality and .Christ-

, ian faith. Treatment of these Jews is the same as that ac­
corded other workers in work camps. • 

The other line of defense is more evident in a statement of 

if July 1944 by Bela' Imredy* 
« '. 'J • r * 

'Contrary to the alarming news spread abroad, not a single . 
; drop of Jewish blood has been shed in Hungary by Hungarian. 
authorities or by any Hungarian hand.. 

This comment indicates that the Hungarians will attempt tb argue 

that the Jewish purge has been carried out "despite" rather than "with 

the cooperation of" the Hungarian government and its officials, Simil­

arly, Baron Thierry, Counsellor of tho Hungarian Legation at .Ankara, on 

8 August 1944. personally declared to the War Refugee Borad representa­

tive there, that there had been no persecution and maltreatment of the 

Jews in Hungary and that Hungarian authorities only assisted -in the 

deportations in a routine way and not upon their own initiative, 

!• Ĵ ewirh_Ty\I.graphic Agency. 5 'June 1944. 
2. Sourv.e ;".., ~> August 1944. 
3. IfegJ&^Qizag, 13 July 1944. 
4. Source S, 10 August 1944. 
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Along-the same line., the. Aeence Telegraphique Suisse reports; 

Well, informed circles- in Budapest categorically deny that • ' 
the Hungarian authorities have maltreated or killed Jews 

.,.,„. «The Hungarian authorities have placed Jewish manpower 
at the disposal of the Reich in order to meet this wish of 
the German ally in the-interest of the joint conduct of 
the war'without prejudicing Hungarian war production. 

Budapest therefore declares that it is a question not of 
deportation, but of normal transfer of workers. The part 
played by the Hungarian authorities is limited to the tech­
nical aspects of recruiting. 

"i7hile.it is true that over-all Jewish policy is determined by 

2 

Gestapo agents.in Hungary, headed by Standartenführer. Eichmann, it ap­

pears clear that: 

1». The establishment of concentration camps and the brutal treat­

ment of the inmates were the work of ,Andor Jaross, thöformei* Hungarian 

Minister of Interior. 

2. .The provincial concentration -camps were staffed and supervised•• 

by Hungarian, personnel in .collaboration with SS advisors. ,::. 

3. The ruthless deportations were carried out by the Hungarian 

gendarmerie under orders of Baky and Endre, tv/o Hungarian anti-Semites, 

then in the Ministry of Interior, 

U, The most bitter opponents of the Jews in Hungary are reliably 

reported to be the native Hungarian Nazis and the Volksdeutsche. 

5» Most of the members of the government, from Admiral Horthy on 

down, had been vociferous and active anti-Semites long before the German 

occupation. 

It may be said that although Germany supplied the original in­

spiration for the current anti-Jewish atrocities in Hungary, the col­

laborationist regime has carried them out with such enthusiasm and 

thoroughness as to merit an equal share in the guilt, 

K, Public Reaction 

The general reaction of the Hungarian population to the govern­

ment's anti-Semitic measures is difficult to characterize. On the one 

hand, there is evidence that large sections of the Hungarian intelli­

gentsia and the lower middle class, in particular, have accepted the 

1 . Now3_pigegt 1500. 
2 . Source 6, 27 July 194A. 
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anti-Jewish propaganda. There exists ample evidence in the Hungarian 

press of the legal action taken against various elements in the popu- < 
: , ,'• h ' • •< • . 1 0 r i . ' • '-'; • • 

lation who sought to enrich themselves by outdoing the government in 

their zeal to expropriate the-Jews by robbery arid murder. Similarly, 

there are reliable reports that the Hungarian gendarmerie has been 

prone to abuse the Jews even more than the Gestapo. 

' . •..' i • ' , • : - • ' ^ t - s c . f i , • • • "'•" • "' ' ! 1 

On the other hand, there are numerous reports of Hungarian as­

sistance to Jewish fellow citizens. In the city of Nagyvarad alone, 

2,004. Christians were prosecuted for having in their possession property 

entrusted to them by the Jewish inhabitants of the city prior to their . 
3 

departure. It may be said that there is no active resistance to the • 

government's anti-Semitic möasures. A certain degree of passive re*" . ' 

sistance, however, may be indicated by the arrests for aiding Jews-to' 

procure false baptismal, certificates and forged identity papers, con­

cealing Jewish property to avoid confiscation, and other similar strat-r 

agems. •. ,•• . . , ,.- •• :••:." • "•;. • it • • r. 

. . - . . • \ • . . : • • : : ^ _ . . : . . , '• .. '••<•• ' H.< v •'••'.'• •';-'. . . . . 

. . • • • . . - * i • • • • - • • ' • ' : i ! " - ' • ' - . ' • - - • • . • • ' . : - • - . : • 
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1 . OSS CTD #9l919R, 26 June 1944. 
2 . -Source S, 19 J:mo 1944. 
3 . OSS CID #<U760R, 14 August 1944. I t i s well to remember, however, 

tha.t t h i s tf-as not always done out of a l t r u i s t i c motives. 
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III. INTERVENTION AND RESCUE MEASURES 

' . . . . . . 

By the time «f the first deportations of Hungarian Jews, some tw« 

million Polish Jews had been brutally exterminated; the Jews of Germany, 

Austria, Czecholsovakia, Greece, and Yugoslavia had been liquidated; and 

most of the Jewish population of Holland, Belgium, and France had been sent 

to the "death camps" of Eastern Europe. The fate of all these millions of 

European Jews had elicited relatively slight notice from a world more 

interested in the larger issue of the war. 

The Nazi »ccupation of Hungary and the obvious consequences for its 
i '" 

Jewry, however, attracted the attention »f the entire world. The King <?f 

Sweden, the Pope, the President, Congress, and the State Department of the 

United States, the International Red Cross, and the Government of Switzerland 

all interceded with the Hungarian Government; various neutral and allied 

powers, as well as innumerable private agencies, seught to ransom the Jews 

of Hungary or even to spirit them out of the country. 

A. The Brandt Affair 

One of the most bizarre developments of the Jewish situation in 

Hungary was the so-called "Brandt Affair". On 19 May, 1944 a ITehrmacht 

plane arrived in Istanbul from Vienna carrying two passengers—Joel Brandt, 

the Budapest representative of the Jewish Agency f»r Palestine, and 
1 

Andrew Gyorgy, a Hungarian Gestapo agent. This pair bore the following 

offer from high Gestapo officials in Budapest to Jewish leaders in Palestine, 

'2'-
Great Britain and the United States, and to high Allied authorities •-

As an alternative to complete annihilation of all Jews remaining in 

Hungary, Rumania, Czechoslovakia and Poland, the Nazis were willing to 

evacuate one million Jews to Spain and Portugal (although not, as they 

specifically stated,to Palestine). In return, they required delivery of 

10,000 trucks andv certain quantities of tea, coffee, cocoa and soap» As 

an act of good faith, they were prepared, once the offer had been accepted 

in principle, to release the first lot of five to ten thousand Jews before 

receipt of the corresponding consideration. They were also prepared to 

exchange Jews against German prisoners of war. If the offer were rejected, 

IT Source S, 7 June 1944. 
t , Source S, 9 June 1944. 

' • . . .' < . . . 

CONFIDENTIAL 



- O & l i m i S m - 26 - CONFIDENTIAL 

they would proceed with their program of wholesale liquidation. The 

emissary had to return to Budapest "within a fortnight from 19 May 1944. 

As a further .incentive, the Nazis announced their willingness to 

1 
3 western front. 

This combination of blackmail and political warfare was subject to 

guarantee that the trucks would not be used on the western front, 

various interpretations. It was viewed as: 

1. An attempt to split the United Nations by arousing Russian suspicions 

of the Western Powers' willingness to deal with the common enemy; 

2. A preliminary, if accepted in principle, to further barter deals to 

obtain a "soft" peace or immunity from criminal prosecution for high Nazi 

officials; 

. 3. An instrument of psychological warfare to stir up suspicions and ill 

feelings among various Jewish and non-Jewish groups, depending upon its 

acceptance or rejection. 

This offer was ultimately rejected by the Allies, The Germans were 

informed (through the Swiss government) that the,United Kingdom and the 

United States would be willing to cooperate in the transfer of Jews from 

Axis to Allied and neutral territory but only with due regard for military 

2 

necessities. 

B. Neutral and Allied Intervention 

The liquidation of a considerable portion of Hungary's Jewish 

population, from the very outset, was more widely publicized by the 

international press than the more brutal extermination of over 2,000,000 

polish Jews or those of other Nazi-occupied nations. A wave'of indignation 

•'swept the world, Partly as a result of this indignation and the pressure 

of various Jewish organizations, a series of significant representations 

were made to the Hungarian Government by Allied and neutral powers. These 

ware: 
1. The United States note to the Hungarian Government. 

4 
2 . The King of Sweden's appeal t o Admiral Horthy. 

• • i - x IT •:••"•••• 

3. The representations of the Vatican, 

g 
4. The intercession of the International Red Cross, 

. . . . - ; • ; ' . •. , • • v .. • - . • ' : • . - : . ; • • • " ' - • ' ' ' . ' • • • 

T. Source S, 7 July 1944. 
2. Source S, 5 August 1944. 
3. Source S, 5 August 1944 contains the text. 
4. Text in Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 11 August 1944. . 
5. Texts in Source S, 15 July 1944. The Swedish and Vatican representations, 
although significant and effective, are not treated here because they were 
fully examined in the general press. 
6. Texts in Source S. 12 Aueust 1944. 
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Although the least publicized, there is little doubt that the 

unprecedented action taken by the United States Government in addressing 

an enemy has been the most decisive. The mere fact that the note was 

addressed to and answered by the Sztojay Government and not by the Regent 

alone justifies such a conclusion. • •., 

In this note verbale, delivered on 26 June, the United States 

Governraent requested the Hungarian Government to state its intentions with 

regard to the Jews. It was couched in the strongest possible terms and 

President Roosevelt's warning of 24 March was appended to it. 

There exist two versions of the answer received from the Hungarian 

Government. A short version dated 18 July 1944 arrived first. It declared 

that Hungary would permit the departure of all Jews who- have entry permits 

from another state, Palestine included, and that the Germans had agreed to 

allow passage of the Jews through occupied areas. A considerably longer 

version was received on 5 August 1944. It was an elaborate justifica­

tion of the Hungarian anti-Jewish policy and disclaimed any maltreatment 

or deportation of the Jews. The note then added that during recent weeks 

(i.e., since the American note) the situation of the Jews had been improved 

notably, and gave details of the- Concessions made: 

1. Deportations for work abroad had been temporarily suspended. 

2. A number of individual stops had been taken: 

a. The four to five hundred persons who had obtained Swedish 

nationality from the King of Sweden could emigrate to Sweden or 

Palestine. » :. 

b. Several thousand Jews were authorized to emigrate to Palestine. 

c. On the basis of War Rofugee Board proposals, the International 

Red Cross had been authorized to arrange for Jewish children under 

10 years of age to go to Palestine. 

3. The International Rod Cross was authorized to assist materially the 

Jews interned in Hungary. 

4. The deportation of baptized Jews for work abroad had been stopp6d. 

5. The revision of the situation of baptized Jews already sent to work 

in Germany was under consideration. 

T. Source S, 18 July 1944. 
2. Source S, 5 August 1944. 
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C. The "Horthy Offer" • 

As a result of the subsequent representations of the International 

Red Cross, the Hungarian Government, apparently impressed by threats and 

exhortations, how sought to atone for its role in the persecution and 

deportation of Jews. The story goes back to 21 July 1944 when the 

International Red Cross delegation in Washington reported that the Hungarian 

authorities had given the IRC Committee in Geneve official assurances that 

transportation of Jews beyond the Hungarian frontier had ceased and that 

the IRC was authorized by Hungary to furnish relief to Jews who are 

interned or in forced residence there. The Committee was furthermore 

empowered to cooperate in the evacuation of all Jewish children under ten 

. years of age who are in possession of foreign visas. Of prime importance 

was the concession that all Jews in Hungary holding entrance visas for 

Palestine would receive permission to leave for that country. 

As a consequence of the above offer by Admiral Horthy the United 
4 

• Kingdom and the United States entered upon a prolonged series of negotiations. 

The British first suggested that the whole matter be turned over to the 

Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees. Later they proposed^that the 

formal acceptance of the offer be postponed until the two governments could 

reach an agreement concerning its implementation. The United States 

discarded both recommendations as "having a niggardly appearance" and 

involving considerable delay. 

A 'compromise was finally reached and it Was announced on 17 August 1944 

that the governments of the United Kingdom and the United-States "have 

accepted the offer of the Hungarian Government for the release of Jews, and 

will make arrangements for the care of such Jews leaving Hungary who reach 

neutral'or United Nations territory, and also that they will find temporary 
2 

havens of refuge where such people may live in safety." 

The compromise character of this acceptance is apparent. The United 

States had insisted throughout that Great Britain take action to implement 

the Palestinian phaso of the Horthy offer, with few if any strings attached. 

The United States finally yielded on this point when the British ceased 

pressing for this country to meet the International Red Cross request 
• : . : 

T. Source S, 21 July 1944. 
2. Jewish Telegraphic Agency, 18 August 1944. 
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(of 25 July 1944) that "the number of emigrant Jews to be admitted to the 

United States should be substantially increased and a corresponding number 

of entry permits should be accorded." 

Fallowing this Allied acceptance of the Horthy offer, the Hungarian 

Government lapsed into relative lethargy. It even passively allowed the 

Germans to carry «ut smaller deportations of Jews who were not Hungarian 

nationals. 

Allied efforts to rescue the Jews of Hungary came to naught for 

the following reasons: 

1. Gostapo agents of the Sondoroinsatz Kommando in Budapost refused 
« • •* 

to permit the Jews t.o emigrate freely from Hungary. 

2. Germany refused, furthermore, to grant transit visas to Spain, 

Portugal, Sweden or Switzerland. 

3. The military about-face of Rumania and Bulgaria made it impossible 

for Jews to depart by this route. 

4. The Allied Powers temporized and failed to accept completely this 

Horthy offer. 

Soon reports of renewed deportations began to leak out and it became 

apparent that the deportations had been resumed on the same large scale as 

those of May and June 1944. 

D. Situation in September 1944 • • 

With the failure of the various attempts at expediting the rescue of 

Jews from Hungary, the situation apparently reached an impasse. Accord­

ing to a reliable source in Budapest, there remain only two hundred thousand 

Jews in Hungary (mostly in Budapest).3 Of the deportees, 160,000 are said 

to be performing labor service in various German-controlled territories.^ 

Hungarian Jews are known to be working in Lobau, Mauthausen, Waldsee and 

Strasshof in Austria. Some 360,000 others have been sent to the various 

extermination centers and the Gestapo in Budapest has admitted that they have 

all been killed. This German admission of guilt, however, may possibly have 

been planted by the Gestapo to strengthen its hand in the various barter 

T. Source S, 26 August 1944. 
2. Source S, 11 August 1944. 
3. Source S, 16 September 1944, 
4. Source S, 16 September 1944 
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deals it is still seeking to arrange. This strategic use, however, does 

not detract from its credibility in view of the numerous reports of the 

extermination nf Hungarian Jews in Poland and Upper Silesia.* 

To deal with the remaining two hundred thousand Hungarian Jews, the 
..* 

3 
pro-Nazi government has taken the following measurest 

1. Every able-bodied man and woman between fourteen and seventy years 

of age will be placed in compulsory labor service in agriculture and industry 

in various parts of Hungary "in the interests of national defense.". , 

2. Those unfit for physical labor are to bo transferred to special camps 

in the rural districts which, with the Collaboration of the Red Cross 

(probably only the Hungarian, not the International), will be financed by 

the Jews themselves. 

3. All infirm and elderly persons who are unable even to go to camps 

will be grouped in unspecified localities in "Jewish hospitals." 

Of Hungary's one million confessing and "racial" Jews there are now • 

only 200,000 remaining in Hungary, plus the additional 160,000 in Nazi-

occupied Europe» The others have probably mot death or are slated for 

execution. The fate of any of these who may still be alive, as well ns that 

• of the estimated 360,000 survivors depends on the speed of Germany's defeat 

and the proximity of Nazi collapse. 

T~. Source Ö, 4 September ' 1944. 
2. CSS Source, 24 June 1944 and 27 June 1944. 
3. Source S, 16 September 1944. 
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Appendix I 

JEWISH LEADERS OF HUNGARY 

I. COMMUNITY LEADERS 

.The official head of the "National Chanoery or Organization'«f 

Congressional Jewish Communities and chairman of the Jewish Religious 

Community of.Budapest is Court Councillor Samuel Stern, a food processing 

industrialist. Chief Rabbi of the Budapest-Neolog (Reform) Community is 

Rabbi Dr. Francis Hevesi. Head of the Orthodox National Chancery is 

Samuel Frank Kahan (Budapest); 'of the Conservative Community, 
. • # 

Rabbi Dr. B. Bernstein (Nyiregyhaza). 

The Board of the Jewish Community of Budapest consisted of: 

Spjnuel Stern, chairman; Dr. Ernest Boda, vice-chairman; members Dr. Lee'Buday 

Goldbergor, textile industrialist and former member of the Upper House; 

Coloman Frey, former chairman of the Budapest Stock and Commodity Exchange; 

Henry Kalma'n, president of the British-Hungarian Bank; Emil Vert es, former 

chairman of the Association of Budapest Merchants; Dr. Emil Zahler, physician; 

Dr. Ernest Bro'dy, lawyer and only Jewish member .f parliament; Professor 

Max Rosenak, physician; Dr. Louis Lang, lawyer and former member of the 

Upper House. 
• ' . . . 

II.. POLITICAL LEADERS 
i 

Dr. Bela Fabian, former member of parliament; Dr. Geza De'si, former 
• 

member of parliament and partisan of the conservative-liberal leader, C»unt 

Stephen Bethlen. 

t 
• •••• •.. III. LABOR LEADERS 

Dr. Imro Gyourky, Alexander Proppor, end Daniel Varna, all former 

Social Democratic members of parliament, and Illes Minus. 

1. Reported to have died since. 
2, Said to have been arrested after the occupation. 

• 
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IV. INDUSTRIALISTS 

Baron Alphonse Weiss, head of Manfred Weiss, Ltd.; Eugene Vida, 

chairman of the Hungarian General Coal Mines Co., Ltd.; Baron Andrew 

Hatvany, sugar industrialist; Alexander Deutsch, chemical industrialist; 

Gustav Lang, machine industrialist; Geza Drucker, Alexander Forbä'th, and 

Emanuel Agoston, textile industrialists. Baptized Jews: Dr. Francis 

Chorin, former chairman of the National Association of Industrialists and 

head of the Rimamurany-Salgot^rj&n Coal, Iron, and Steel Combine; Dr. Paul 

Biro, his chief aide; Dr.' Joseph Hiller, chairman of Bauxite Industry, Ltd. 

V. BANKERS 

Dr. Emil Stein, former president of the Commercial Bank of Budapest; 

Dr. Stephen Perenyi, former director of the Hungarian General Bank of 

Credit; Emanuel Halasz, former director of the General Savings Bank; Baron 

Marcel Madarassy-Beck, chairman of the Hungarian,Bank of Escompte. Bap­

tized Jews: Baron George Ullman, Joseph Bun, Otto KonrSd. 

j • . . . 

• VI. PBOMINENf-JOUiilLilSTS 
* . —'—' ' T— 

4 • • • • - . • • 

Max, Markus, former chairman-of the Association of Hungarian Journal-

ists; Thomas Ko'bor, former editor of Az Ujsag; Imre Salusinszki, former 

editor of Az_ Est, Pesti Napltf, and MagyarorszüTg;, Nicholas Lazar, former 

editor of Reggeli Üjsag; Dr, George Kecskeme'ti, former editor of Pester 

Llyod; Dr. Be'la Agai, former' publisher of Az Ujsag; Be'la Zsolt, Simon Kemeny, 

Joseph Vago, George Kemcfny, Dr. Charles Sebestyen, and Samuel Nagy« 

• ....•'•; VII. PROMINENT ATTORNEYS 

Dr. Charles T/ilholm, Dr. Andrew Gluecksthal, Dr. Erwin Doroghy, 

Dr, Ignac Friedman, Dr. Elias Hevesi, Dr. Be'la Borend, and Frederick Parkany. 

VIII. PROMINENT PHYSICIANS 

Prof. Max Rosenak, Prof. Ludwig Levy, Prof. Z. Aszodi, Dr. Bele Molnar, 

Dr. Imre Fodor, Dr.' Eugene Biederman, and Dr. Ignfic Farkas. 
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APPENDIX II 

'JEWISH LEADERS IN EXILE 

I. COMMUNITY LEADERS 

Rabbi Dr. Julius Fischer, Rabbi of the Orthodox Community of Deva; 

Eugene Hevesi, brother of the Chief Rabbi of Budapest (Reform) and former 

Hungarian commorical attache' to the United States; Borthold Magyar, textile 

industrialist and former member of the Board of the Jewish Community of 

Budapest; Dr. Desider Rakonitz, former attorney of the Orthodox National 

Chancery, all in the United States. 

II. INDUSTRIALISTS 

Berthold Magyar, Albert Ungar, Henry Fleischman, and George Popper-

textile industrialists; Alexander and Siegfried Lindenbaum, oil magnate; 

Joseph Schober, Canadian textile industry. 

III. JOURNALISTS AND AUTHORS 

Franz Molnar, the fttmous playwright; Dr. Ladislas Boros, former editor 

of Esti Kurir, and former secretary-general of the International Association 

of Journalists as well as the Society of Hungarian Journalists. Baptized 

Jews: Imre Bekessy, editor and author; Ignotus (Hugo Veigelsberg), former 

editor of Nyugat. 

IV, PROMINENT PHYSICIANS 

Dr. Henry Lax, Dr. Gideon Eroes, Dr. Bela Koovesi, Dr. Julius Hollo, 

Dr. Stephen Rosenak, Dr. Alexander Baron, Dr. Arthur Links, and Dr. Julius 

Baron, all in the United States» 
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APPENDIX III 

ANTI-SEIIITIG- PjJ.tTraS*-IM PRE-OCCUP,^TION HUITGuRY 

I, IHREDY PARTY' OF NATIOIUL REBIRTH 

Bela Imre'dy, head of the party; Stephen Hilotay and Francis Rajniss, 

both members of parliament journalists, and anti-Jewish agitators; .ijithony 

Kunder, former'army officer and Minister of Commerce in the Imre'dy and 

Sztojay cabinets; undrew Jaross, former Minister of the Interior in the col 

laborationist cabinet; Count Dominik Festetich, Francis Ulain, and Bela 

Jurcsek, Minister of Agriculture in the Sztojay cabinet. 

.. II. P^RTY OF HUITĜ RI.-JI LIFE 

J. Zerinvary, Bela Teglassy, B. Torkos, Bela Huszovsky, George Biro, 

Nicholas Bonczos, John Szeder, George Bobory, Andrew Mecser (former :•• 

Gömbös aide and personal friend of Hitler), and Michael Kolozsvary-Borcsa, 

chief of press in the GBrnbös cabinet and forner chairman of the Journalists 

Chamber. 

III.. PRO-ELuZI-PIETIES 

Major Ferenc Szalasi's JJ*röw Cross Party. 

National Socialist Party headed by Representative Charles Meizler 

and Matthew Hatolcsy. .... 

National Socialist Party of Count G. Festetich and Zoltan Mesko. 

National Socialist Party of Count Fidel Palffy, 
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APPENDIX IV 
b' 

ANTI-SEMITES IN PKE-OCCÜP.JION HUNGARY 

Abonyi, Forenc, People's Front Deputyj formerly with the ^rrovr Cross leader 

Szalasi, 

Almassy, Laszlo", ̂ 'ormor explorer attached to Rommel's staff, 

Decorated by Hitler, 

Antal, Istvan, The "Hungarian Goebbels;" Hinister ef Propaganda under 

Kallay; 'Minister of Justice and Education in Sztojay government. 

Bajor (no Bayer), Laszlo, Bug. General (Responsible' for Bacska massacres); 

sentenced to three years imprisonment in 1943. 

Baky, Laszlo, National Socialist Deputy, former Nazi terrorist and spy; 

recently ousted as Under-Secretiry of Interior. 

Baracs, Endre, Deputy (HEP). 

Barczay, Janos, Former Secretary of State in the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Barczy, Undersecretary in the Premier's office. 

Bartha, Janos, General Secretary of Turani Vadaszok (paramilitary chauvin­

istic organization). 

Basch, Franz, Leader of the German Volksgruppe in Hungary. 

Bartha, Earoly, General; Referred Bacska massaores as "military acts." 

Bathory-Huettnor, Editor of Függetlenscg (Nazi periodical); former friend 

of Gflnbos, 

Bode, Istvan, Former head of Press S -ction; Reported arrested on 20 March 1944* 

Bethusy, Paul (Count), Director of German-Hungarian Chamber of Commerce. 

Bobrik, Arno, former Minister to Buenos ^ires and Vichy. ', 

Bodnar, Stephen, Journalist (Magyarsag). 

Boczonady-Szabo,. Imre, Deputy. 

BonGZos, Miklos, Minister of Interior in Lakatos cabinet. 

Boocz, Köpeczi, Istvan, Editor of Pesti Ujsag; was suspended for blackmail. 

Borbely, ijador, Editor of Virradat (Nazi paper). 

Bomemisza, Geza, Former Minister of Industry in Kallay cabinet. 

Botar, Istvan, Deputy (̂ rrow Cross). 

Boercs, Janos, Deputy (arros Cross). 

Budinszky, Laszlo, Deputy (̂ rrow Cross). 

Csicsery-Ronay, Deputy. 
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Csillcry, ijidras, Deputy (̂ rrow Cross). 

Cindric, Egon, (von) , Former Hungarian Consul at Cologne. 

Dalnok, liiklo's, Major General. 

Daranyi, Bola, General Manager Government Cooperative . . 

Daranyi, Gyula, Former Dean of Medical Faculty at Budapest University. 

Dembitz, E., Transocean's Budapest correspondent. 

Dischka, GyBzfc1, Royal Hungarian Chief Conracrcc Advisor. 

Dulin, Elok, Assistant Director of Press Section (former terrorist of Szeged). 

EliQBsy, Sandor, ex-Chief of Budapest police' (removed in March 1944)'. 

Endre, Laszlo, ardent Nazi, recently ousted as Undersecretary in Ministry 

of Interior and responsible for much anti-Jewish activity. • 

Erde_lyi, Jc'zsef, Writer, National. Socialist and. anti-semite, also Arrow-

Cross leader. 

Fabinyi,.Tilhaner, Former Minister of Finance. 

Fay, Istvan, Close to Kallay. 

Feja, .Geza, Writer and J T O W Cross loader. _ •• . 

Festetich, Dominic (Count)Nazi leader and financial backer of Szalasi. 

Festetich, GyBrgy (Count), ̂ rroiv Cross loader* 

Fiala, Ferenc, Nasi newspaperman. 

. Fussi, Ealnan, ...rrow Gross Deputy. 

Ck»rgolyffy, ,,.., Former Secretary of State in Ministry of Interior. 

Gesztesi, J., former Press attache at Vichy. 

Ghyczy, Jonö, Formerly Minister of Spain, reported arrested 20 March 1944. 

Goldschmidt, George, Editor of Deutsche Zeitung. 

Gosztonyi, Sandor, ̂ rrow Cross Deputy. 

Grassy, General, Responsible for, and participated in, Bacsha nasseres; fled 

to Germany to escape court-martial; returned and was promoted after 

. occupation. 

Gruber, Lajos, deputy, Responsible for bombing of Dohany St. Synagogue. 

Gunde, Laszlö', Deputy (MEP). 

Habsburg, i.lbrecht von, Nazi and financial backer of Szalasi. 

Haala, Robert, ..„rrow Cross Deputy. 

Hajnal, A.lajos, Leader of Levente (youth organization), 

Halmai, Janos, .arrow Cross Deputy. 
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. . . 

Hallcr, Gabor (Count), Formerly associated with Nazis; sentenced to pri­

son for embezzlement. 

Hamm, Franz, Hungarian-German Volksbund leader. 

Hasz, Istvan, Bishop with Hungarian ̂ rny. ' 

Hatz, 0., Capt. Former 1 military Attache. 

Hojas, Ivan, Chief terrorist of Szeged, friend of H rthy, and a Nazi. 

Hcrczerg, Ferencz, Famous writer of Swabian origin; Nazi sympathizer. 

Hertclendy, ̂ ndor, Former Hungarian Counsellor at Vichy. 

Hlatky, Endrc, ex-Lord Lieutenant of Nagyvarad, now government propaganda 

director. *; 

Homan, Balint, .̂ rdent Nazi ox-Ninister of. Education; largely responsible 

for Hungarian cultrual acceptance of Hitlorism. 

Hommonay, Tivadar, Former Lord Mayor of Budapest, resigned 25 I»arch-1944. 

Horvath, Sandor, Arrow Cross Deputy. 

Horthy, Nicholas, Regent of Hungary. 

H0rthy, Nicholas Jr., Son of Regent. 

Horvath, Beif., Deputy, Formerly close to Imredy. 

liory, ..aidrcas, /^sistant Secretary, Foreign Office; a Nazi of old standing. 

Hubay, Kaiman, Self-appointed Nazi leader, former n-.wspapor -editor and 

blackmailer, 

Huszar, Aladar, President of National Socialist Institute. President of 

Turani Vadaszok. 

Huszovazky, Lajos, Deputy (lIEP). 

Ilovszky, Janos, Deputy (MEP), 

Imredy, Bela, Foracr premier; despite his Jewish background a violent Nazi. 

Iraredy, Kaiman, Hung rian State Railways official, brother of B-ola Imredy. 

Incze, üntal, Deputy (lICP). 

Jakab, Oszkar, Head of Penzintczeti Központ. 

Jakabffy, Karoly, Secretary of State in Department of Supply. 

Jaross, Andor, Vice-chairman of Imredy's National Regeneration Party; former 

Hungarian loader in Czechoslovakia; Minister of Interior in Sztojay 

government. 

Junge rth-Amo thy, li.ihaly,, Envoy-extraordinary to Bulgaria. 
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Jurcsok, Bola, Sucrotary of State in Dupr.rtncnt of State under Kr.llay; 

Minister of Agriculture in Sztojay government. 

Kallay, Hiklos, Premier deposed by Nazis. 

F.a'llay, Kristof, Son of former premier. 

Kassai, /„rrow Cross Deputy. 

Keck, -drtal, .Lrrow Cross Deputy and Nazi, left his party to join Government 

Party in 1944, 

Kcintzel, Ede, Deputy (Transylvanian). 

Kiss, Janos, Lt. Ficldmarshal; munber of Turani vadaszok. 

Kodolanzi, Janos, novelist, playwright and journalist, • 

Kölcsoy, Istvan, Deputy (HEP). 

Kolozsvary-Borcsc, Ilihr.ly, Former president of Press Chamber and blackmailer. 

Koltay, Jozsef, ..rrov; Cross Deputy. 

Konkoly-Thege, Sandor, Secretary of State, Department of A riculturu. 

Kornis, Gyula, Catholic priest and Horthy supporter. 

Korody, Tibor, Deputy, former Nazi. 

Korompa, Brunsv̂ ick von, Major General. 

Kovacs, alajos, President of Hungarian Statistical Bureau. 

Kudriczy, Istvan, Major General, Former head of Le-v̂ nte, para-military 

youth organization. 

Kunczc, Geza, Deputy (MCP), 

Kunder, hiatal, Minister of Transport in Sztojay cabinet. 

Laky, Dezsö, ex-Minister without portfolio in charge of supply. 

Lill, Janos, „rrow Cross Deputy. 

Losonczy, Istvan, former Minister of Supply. 

Lunkacs, Bela, ox-President of Government Party (HDP). 

Magushozy, Laszlo, Colonel, Leader of ..my terrorists, head of Memzetvodelmi 

Kcreszt, para-military organization; has great influence over Horthy. 

Makkai, Janos, Editor of Bsti Ujsag. 

Malnasi., Odon, Tfritter, historian, and leader of iirrow Cross party. 

Marothy, Karoly, Editor of Pesti Ujsag, Nazi sympathizer, 

Marton, B„la, President of Labor Center; former terrorist; despite his 

Jewish "«rife is a violent Nazi. 

Matolosy, Matyas, ..rrow Cross Deputy. 

Matolosy, Tanas, ..rrow Cross Deputy now probably in ifflP« 
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Matzhöldy Louis, Austrian-bora journalist and ardont Nazi. 

llaoser, ̂ ndras, Pcrsonr.l friend of Hitler, was.. given great land concession 

In the Ukraine. 

Hoixhor, Enil, Deputy (MDP)i 

lesko, Zoltmr^ Old Hung .rian Nazi, foundor of first Nazi, party in" Hung, .ry, 

Itorkly, .,, Lt. Col., Hoad of Hungarian counter-espionage. 

Foster, I'lklc's, Deputy. 

Iloszaros, .amold, C itholic priest and nenber of Turani Vadaszok. 

Milotay, Istvr.n, Publisher and editor of Uj Ih.gyarsag and Hung:.rfan Nazi. 

Hossanyi, Kaln.au, ..rrow Cross Deputy. 

Kuohl, Heinrich, Volksgruppe leader of the Germans in Hungary. 

/ • • ••• 

Nagy, Ivnn, Deputy. 

y s • 

Nagy, Laszlo, arrow Cross Deputy. 

Narayj _nt:.l,' President of HIT (Hungarian Telegraphic Bureau)-. 

Noineth, andor, Deputy. 

Nyirb", Josef, Writer and deputy (Transylvanian),• 

Nyisztor, Zoltan, Catholic priest,- publicist, leader in _.ctio Catholica»-

Olah, György, Correspondent of Uj Magyarsag and Nazi loader» 

Orsos, Forenc, University Professor (Budapest) and founder of th., Budapest 

Nazi faction, one of I[atya nodical experts. 

Osvr.th, Laszlo, Ministry of Interior official. 

Ottlik, György, Iflitor of Poster Lloyd, reactionary and ultra-nationalist. 

Paczolay, György, Calvinist ninister, ahaplrdn of Bishop R^vasz, Deputy 

(forrierly .»rrow Cross). 

Palffy, Fidel (Count) Deputy elected to parlioriunt on Nazi ticket; finan­

cial backer of Hnzis. 

Pallo, Inre, Deputy and opera singer. 

Pandy, .artal, Deputy (̂ rrow Cross). 

Papp, Josef, i.rrovr Cross Deputy. 

Pataky, Tibor, Undersecretary of Kallayj chief of Hungarian "Gestapo." 

Padanyi-Gulyas, Jonti, President of Hungarian Cinena Trade _iqsociation. 

Pcronyi, Zsignond, Guardian of the Crown, he A of the Upper House} re­

actionary and ultra-nationalist, ... 

Pinter, Bnla, Ĵrr-ov/ croww Deputy«. 

Piukovics, Josof, Deputy, Second Lieutenant under Satojay« 
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R a t z , Jvjnö, Genera l , Vice-premier in Sz to jay c a b i n e t ; . N a z i cand ida te for 

Vice- regent in 1942. 
• ' •' • 

s / * 

Radocsay, Laszlq, Ministor of Justice in Kallay cabinet. . 

Kadvanszky, ..lbert, Baron, Reactionary and 'ultra-nationalist. 

Rajniss, Ffvröhcru, editor and outright Hungarian Nazi. 

Rapesanyi, Laszlo, .^rrow Crovnv Deputy. 

Rattkay, Kalnan, editor Magyarsag and, Nazi of long standing. 

Ratz, Kalnan, forn.T Arrow Cross loader. •• ' • 
* . ' i- « • 

Ravasz, Laszlo, Calvinist Bishop, Morabor of upper House. 

Renonyi-Schnellor, Lajos, Minister of finance under Kallay. 

R„vay, Istvan, ^ount, Former intimate of Count Pal Tnloki. ' 
s 

Roszner,. Istvan, Baron. 
^ s 

Rupprecht, Oliver, P blisher of Magyarsag and Nazi leader. 

Ruszkay, Jenö, Major General, Eujojrs a.great reputation in 'Germany. 

Schmidt, 77., .i-rdont Nazi. 

Schönborn, Sepp, Volksdeutsche Deputy, 
t • • • 

Scr^nyi, Miklos, Count, Arrow Cross Deputy. 
i 4 • • » 

Solymossy, L-szlo, Major General, Head of Levante. 

Stitz, Janos, Deputy (MEP). 

Szabo, Lorinc, poet and journalist. 

Szaboky, ..lajos, High treasury official. 

Szalay, Laszlo', Deputy (MEP). 

Szr.lasi, Ference, former M.^jor, leader ...rrow Cross Party; financially 

backed by Count Fostetich. 

Szamade, Forenc, Arrow Cross leader. 

Szase, Lr.jos, Minister of Industry in puppet cabinet. 

Szeder, Janos, Deputy (ICP). 

Szendy, Karoly, Former Mayor of Budapest. 

Saöllösy, Jenö, Editor of Osszetartas, ^rrow Cross organ.. 

Szögy, Geza, jj-row Cross Deputy. 

Szombathclyi, Ferine, Field Marshal, former Hungarian Chief of Staff. 

Szörtsoy, Josef, Editor of Nemzeti Figjädö. 

Sztojay, Da*ne,'Lt. Fiold Marshal, Minister to Berlin appointed Premier after 

Nazi occupation. .. 
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Szvatko, Pal, ex-Editcr- of Hegynrorszr.g. 

Tasnadi-Nagy, oidras, President of Ljowor House.. 

Tatar, Inre, Arrow Gross Tv.puty, 

Tauffer, Gabor, ..rrow CJDSS Deputy» ...„••.. 

Taglas, • jidr.G, Secretary of National Labor Center. 

Thuranszky, Laszlo, Secretary of State in the Ministerial Council. 

Tomcsanyi, Hainan, Key official in Ministry of Interior. 

Tomcsanyi, Vilnos, Hung .rian Commissioner for Sub-C-rpathia. 

.Töreky, Geza, Pensioned justice of the High Court and long-time Nazi,. 

Toth, ijidras, Deputy. 

Toth, Janos, :irrov/ Cross Deputy. 

Ujszaszy, Istvan, Colonel, assist..nt Chief of Intelligence, reported killed 

by Nazia. 

Ulluin-Reviczky, -mtal, ̂ ornor Nazi sympathizer and Minister to Stockholm, 

now reported to be pro-allied and organizer of the Free Hungary 

Movement, 

Vajna, Gabor, Nazi and former Szalasi-bodyguard. 

Vaczy, Gyorgy, Deputy. 

Varga, Jozsef, Oil coordinator. 

Viczian, Istvan, ex-Lord Lieutenant of Pest County. 

Vlr.dar, Gyula, President of Hungarian .jupr̂ rv Court, Minister of Justice 

in Lakatos Cabinet, 

Worth, Henrik, Lieutenant General, Former Chi^f of jtaff, responsible for 

troop-movenents through Hungary; pro-German. 

Uzdoczy-Zadravecz, Istvan, Military Bishopj Hungary's "Father Coughlin." 

Zalai, Karoly, General, Member of Turani Vad&szok; involved in franc-

counterfeiting scandal of 1926. 

2,immi.-r, Lajos, Editor of MTI. 

Zcöld, Inre, former arrow Cross Deputy. 

Zsido, Sender, Lightist Deputy. 

Zsindely, Ferenc, Minister of Commerce in Kallf.y Cabinet. 
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APPEHDIX V ;•"• 4 

LELJII-IG .JIT I-SEMITES Hi COLL.J*OR..'JIOriST GOVEio ?TiMT 

Zol tan Bosnyak--Hcad of I n s t i t u t e f o r Jewish- Research 

Laszlo Endrc—Conmissioner for Jewish A f f a i r s ( r e s i g n e d ) 

Laszlo Baky—Under S e c r e t a r y of Stt-tc in Min i s t ry of I n t e r i o r ( r e s igned ) 

^jidor J i r o s s - M i n i s t o r of I n t e r i o r 

I s t v a n Kultst'.r--Coi>inisGionor for Uner:iploja;d I n t e l l e c t u a l s 

Br la Inredy-Minis te . r of Economics w i thou t P o r t f o l i o 

Denes Csanky-«>.Alninißtrator of a r t t r e a s u r e s con f i s ca t ed f ron Jews 

Alber t Turvölgyi—Government Gormissioner fo r the U t i l i z a t i o n of Jewish. 

P r o p e r t y 

Laszlo Body--Deputy Mayor of Budapest 

ii.kos Doroghi-Farkas~-Mayor »f Budapest 

ajaton Kundi;r—Minister of Trade 

L ieu tenan t Colonel Stephan D'agy—Deputy Chief of Gcndaroric 

Aurol H a l l — P r e s i d e n t of Assoc i a t i on of Merchants 

P e t e r Hain—Head of P o l i t i c ! Po l i ce 
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