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Summary

Concentration camps are among the fundamental |
institqtioqs of the Nazi regime. They serve to detain or
eliminate, without indictment or triesl, and withog?ﬁﬁ
possibility of appeal, any person within the reaéh of the
Nazi machinery inside or outside Germany., By virtue of
this constant threat to the life of every citizen, regard-
less of his regl guilt or responsibility, the concentration
camps exercise terroristic influence far beyond their
physical boundaries.

IThe actual numbe? of interned persons provides no
clue td the numerical strength of the énti~Nazi_opposition
in Germany; apart from the relatively small sﬁxmum of the
known opposition leaders and activists, it:is more or less
a matter of chance who amdng the opposifion may be put into
a camp. Chief among the inmates were al&ajs greét numbers
of Jews, for it was against this group of'citizeﬁs that the-
Nazis fi:st!directed their terror; receni_feforts,_however,
indicate that few Jews remain in the Germaﬁ'conceﬁtratipn &
camps, having for the most part been either executed or_ sent
to Polish campss |

The German ooncentration.camps with which this study
is concerned are prison camps for political and criminal
prisoners under the authority of the GeStapo and the SS,
located within the 1937 boundaries of Germany. They are

distinguished from prisons, Strafgefangenenlager (under the

authority of the Ministry of Justice) and prisoner of war
camps (under the authority of the Army). ‘

The camps were first established after the Presidential
Emergency Decree of 28 February 1933 had suspended the basic
civil rights of the German people and elimihéted ﬁhe safeguards

against arbitrary imprisonment. Those who were arrested under
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this; and subsequent Reich and state laws, were interned in
the type of compounds known as "concentration camps." Besides
serving as places of internment, the camps also serve as
training grounds for the SS personnel and as a source for
slave labor.

The administrative structure of the camps is geared
to the administrative structure of the SS itself. The
officials; however, recruit trustworthy prisoners for
various subordinate posts, mostly concerned with organiza-
tion of the barracks life, the supervision of the inmates,
and the direction of their work. The appointment of prisoner
officials, moreover, 1s used as an instrument of control
over the prisoners' lives, for the Nazis create among the
inmates of the camps a distinct stratification by giving one
group of prisoners temporary power and control over the
others. This method, which is illustrated by the alternating
rule of political prisoners and criminals in the camps, haé
been developed by the Nazis to ensure lack of unity among
the inmétes;

While punishment in the concentration camps is
supposedly governed by an official order issued by fhe SS
official in charge of the entire system, the individual SS-
man has almost -unrestricted latitude in this regard. The
punishments may take the form of restrictions, torture, or
death., Espeeially in the case of Jewish prisoners, the
punishment may take the form of "revenge," for the Nazis
consider Jewish prisoners as hostages for the acts of Jews
outside Germany.

Prisoners are committed to concentration camps under
a variety of charges., According to the nature of these
charges, the prisoner wears a special triangular emblem upon

his costume. The major groupings are: political prisoners:
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oriminals; asocials; Jehovah's Witnesses; homosexuals;
emigrants; "race polluters," Norwegians, Poles, German'

army déééfters, black marketeers, second-termeré, the insane,
blind, and deaf also wear distinctive insignia{

These prisoners comprise "vertical groups" within
the society of the prison camps and carry social and political
implications.important to the social life of the internees.
The political prisoners form the most significant class,_
enjoying a somewhat cohesive gocial existence, The criminals
also have a special standing within the prison community,
but this is due more to their use by the administration than
because of any internal factors. The asocials are a large,
somewhat.amorphous group, whose crimes are often ill-defined
and whose_groug life is on a low level.,

Cutting acrdss these so-called vertica% groupings
are other groups based upon factors of race, nétionality,
length of servitude, etc, With the exceptipp of the Jews,
none of these uﬁofficial "horizontal" groupings is distinguished
by éh& éﬁeéigl_bédgee .

Life within the cemps, aside from the limited cultural
activitiés.which the men might attempt to pursue, ig thoroughly
regimented. A thirteen-hour work day is devoted_to heavy
labor including considerable war work. The food and medical
care are sub—standérd° Déaths and suicides are common, and
in some cascs suicides have actually been encouraged.

The prisoners have developed their own code and rules
of conduct., Most important is the co-operative group life
of the men, who form small self-help units designed to
provide means for education and social intercourse, to augment
the food supply, etc. The political prisoners, as repre-
sentatives of the most cohesive and active element, are leaders

in organizing such units. There is also some secret religious
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activity. The prisoners' code regards escape as an anti-
social act, because an entire camp is punished for the acts
of an individual. If, however, the escapee is considered
.of feal importance to the undergfound;the prisoners are in
some cases willing to meke an exception in their judgment,
On the other hand, the prisoners practice as much secret
sabotage as possible, They have purposely cons;ructed
fiimsy_camp structures, buried tools, and slowgd down work.

i Lately, the Nazis have apparently taken an increasing
number of people out of the camps end sent theam as special
formations to the front. Furthermore, the manpower shortage
may have compelled the Nazis to use more inmates for war |
wofk, either in the camps or in nearby planté. It would be
incorrect to infer, however, that this has depleted:the
concentration camps to any great extent or.improved the lot
of the interned., Numerous reports étate-that, with the L
rapidly deteriorating military situation, the Nazis are rounding
up_moge.leaﬁers and ‘members of the potential opposition.

N The herding together of large numberé of anti-Nazis
in isglatgd and- well-guarded camps would enable the Nazis -
to use the prisoners as political hostages in the hour of
final defeat, for their physical extermination could be
accomplished in a matter of minutes.

The appendix discusses only concentrétion camps within
the 1937 bouqdaries of Germany end lists all camps known to
have been in operation at any time between 30 January 1933
and 30 March 1944, An effort was also made to compile references
to camps of unknown location. A mép'showing the known camps

is appended,
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CONCENTRATION CAMPS IN GERMANY

I. LEGAL BASIS FOR DETENTION

Concentration camps were first established in Germany
after the promulgation of the Presidential Emergency Decree
of 28 February 1933.- This decree, "in the interest of state
security;" suspended the basic civil rights of the German
people for an indeterminate period and thereby eliminated the
legal safeguards against arbitrary imprisonment, Thoﬁgh' :
specifically directed against Communists, this decree was °
eventually interpreted by the courts as applying to all
"enemies of the state" whose detention was considered neeessdrﬁi”
for state security. An explicit legal basis for the camps
was introduced in the rules governing protective custody
(Schutzhaft) laid down in & circular of the Reigh Ministry
of Interior, 12 April 1934, . e ' '

| From the beginning of the Third Reich, it became the
general practice to place two groups of prisoners in concen-
tration camps. The first group included persons who were |
considered to be either enemies of the ‘state or otherwise
undesirable but who could not be convicted of any crime.
The second group consisted of persons who had been convicted
of crimes and had served their legal sentences but who were
still considered too dangerous to be released,

Other types of persons were also placed in prison
camps. Under the Criminal Code, Section 42e (law of 24
November 1933), courts were empowered to sentence habitual

criminals, who had committed new crimes, to indefinite

terms in prison camps (Strargefangenenlager). Ffurthermore,

by the decrees of the Prussian Prime Minister of 13 November
1933 (II C..II 31 No. -336/33) and of 10 February 193.
(II C. II 32 No. 27/34) dangerous habitual criminals, who

had not necessarily committed new crimes, could be taken into
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preventive policy custody (Vorbeugende Polizeihaft); this action

amounted practically to protective cﬁstody. The prison
camps to which such persons are sent should be distinguished
from the better-known concentration camp and attention will
be directed to this latter type. |
Persons arrested and sent to céﬁcentfétion coﬁps come
under the authority of the Gestapo. Release from the campé
is at the diseretion of the Gestapo, and the courts have
decided that Gestapo prisoners have no legal access to regular
courts. Paragraph 7 of the Prussian law of 10 February-1936,
moreover, denied such prisoners access to the administrative
courts.

. In some cases, criminals have been trénsferred_to
concentration camps because the regular prisons were over-
crowded.. The Ministry of Justice mainteins jurisdictiondovéf
the transferred prisoners until the cbmpletidn of their termé,
after which they may be detained under the jurisdictionnof
the Gestapoe

Most. prisoners in the concentration camps fall intﬁ
the first group noted above; they are persons considered_
to be enemies of the state or otherwise.undesirable in the
eyes of the regime, I

The German Government does not publish any official
data on the activities of the Gestapo or on thelnumber and
location of concentration camps, nor is official material
available from any other government during the pefiod
1933-1939., Consequently, in the preparation of this study
the only sources for this period are reports of the several
German political parties in exile, together with information
gathered from former prisoners in the various camps. After
1939, reports on these camps were issued by a number of
governments-in-exile, and when considered reliable these reports

have also been used,
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II. PURPOSE AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS

~In addition to the primary functioﬁ of imprisoning
enemies of the state and certein others, concentration camps
also serve to train SS men in brutality, in mefhods of.
breakihg civilian resistance, and'in-experiments for rendering
opposition elements harmless. Until 1940 every member of

SS Deathhead Units (25 Totenkopf Standarten) spent at least

three months of his training as a guard or officer in a
concentration campcl
The very existence of the camps serves to intimidate
and reduce opposition among the population at large and tﬁereby.
actsas a deterrent to opposition to the Nazl regime. o
This function is achieved by indirect methods. For example,
released prisoners are required to sign é statement that their
imprisonment was voluntary,.that they heve been well treated
and that no brutalities have been committed by the camp
authorities against them or anybody else to the best of their
knowledge. Each prisoner is examined beforé he is ﬁllqweq
to leave the camp, and no one is permitted to leave if his
body shows any sign of torture. The released prisoners are . .
reqﬁirgd.ﬁb-report to the Gestapo offices.regularly.(in
some cases twice a day), and are forbidden fo speak to any-
body about their experiences on pain of re-incarceration. -
The inhabitants of the concentration camps provide
a source of slave labor. The camps and all the surrounding
buildings, installations, and roads have been built by the
prisoners. Prisoners have also been used to drain marshes,
etc. Many of the camps contain state factories where a
great variety of goods is manufuctured, _
No information is available on the administration of

concentration camps before 1936, Probably the local Gestapo

l. Bruno Bettelheim: "Individual and Mass Behavior in
Extreme Situations" Journal of Abnormal and Social
Psychology, Vol. 38 No. 4., Oct. 1943, p, 417.
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officials were in charge of the camps. The Prussian law

and decree of 10 February 1936 plcced concentration camps
under the authority of the Gestapo, a provision which was
later informally extended to the whole Reich,

1]
After 1936 3S Obergruppenfubrer Theodor Eicke was

put in charge of all German concentration camps and was
given the title. Leader (Commander or Inspector) of ss
Deathhead Regiments and Concentration Caumps Xﬁﬂhrer

(Kommandent oder Ingpector) der SS Totenkopf Standarten und

- . 3 —— § "
der KonzentrationslageT/. Eicke wos responsible only to
o

Reichsflhrer S5 Himmler., Since 1937 Eicke and his staff

have had their headquarters outside the Sachsenhausen
concentration camp near Bcrlin.2 Even after the incorpora-

tion of the ST Totenkopl Standarten in the Waffen SS as

S5 Penzer Grenadier Division Totenkopf, this staff remained

officially in charge of the concentration camps.3 Eicke
was reported to have died on 26 February 1943, but there
has béen no official confirmation of his death or information

on his successor.4 It is possible that either S3S Obergruppen=

flhrer August Heissmeyer, the Inspector General of all German

boarding and party schools, or S3 Obergruppenfﬂhrer Erger
was put in charge of the camps.s

A, Administrative Officers

Every camp has a Camp Commender who is responsible

only to the Leader-Inspector, The Camp Commander has & dual

l. R & A #90, Public Order, Police and Elite Guard, 13
November 1942, p. 60,

2. Danziger Vorposten, 26 January 1939; also interrogation
of two former prisoners of Sachscnhausen who worked on
this building.

3« R & A #90, Public Order, Police and Elite Guard, 13
November 1942, p. 78,

Lo New York Times, 4 March 1943,

5¢ CID #47292.
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role, for he is in charge of .the SS camp and at the same

time is supervisor and supreme commander of the concentra-

tion camp.T

Usually the Camp Commander holds at least the rank

of Sturmbannfﬁhrer and has under him the Commander of the

Protective Custody Camp (Kommandent des Schutzhaftlagers).,

This official holds at least the rank of a ﬂgggpg;g;mfﬁhrer,

and has more to do with the daily life of the prisoners than
his superior. The Camp Commander aproints his staff,
consisting of thirty to forty noncommissioned officers

(Rot tenfuhrer and above) and a few commissioned officers

(Untersturmfﬁhrer and above) as chiefs of the hospital,

kitchen, post office, bureau of construction, etc. Most of
the noncommissioned officers are in charge of one or more
barracks (g;gggg); with the title Barrack Leader (Block-
flihrer). Many of the Barrack Leaders are "old fighters"
of some years' standing in the SS or the party; consequently,
they are older men than the guards. Thée Barrack Leaders
are in frequent contvact with the prisoners since. they usually
inspect the barracks twice a day.
B. Guards

Until 1940, every member of the SS Deathhead Units was
required to perform guard duty for at least three months.
Since 1940 guard duty has been performed more and more by
men from the Allgemeine SS who have been msde reservists
of the Deathhead Units, and some reports state that SA men
and disabled soldiers function as camp guards.? The number
of guards in each camp is between 250 and 300, Their duties

require them to man the machine gun towers, to perform sentry

1. The larger concentration camps, like Sachsenhausen,
Dachau, or Buchenwald, are parts of big SS camps,
2. CID #37292, 19 May 1943.
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duty, to guard prisoners working outside the camp, and to
be on the alert for any emergency. '

C, Prisoner Officiels

The Commander of the camp appoints trustﬁorthy
prisoners as prisoner officials, The highest prisoner

official is the Camp Senior (Lagernltester). He controls

all the other prisoner officials and exercises as much power

as a Blockfllhrer, Important, too, is the Chief Foreman

(Obercagg} who is responsible to the Chief of the Construc-
tion~Bufoau'(§gpfﬁb§3§) for the work doue in the cemp,

Next in rank is the Chief Clerk (Lagerschreiber) who in

most camps has his own office. Appointments are also made
to lower posts such as foremen (Capos), minor clerks for
the administrative offices, and helpers in the hospital

and in +the surrly room, etc., All these prisoner officials
are appointed by the Commander or the commissioned officers.
Spmetimes.the camp officials use prisoners for their own
purposes such as cleaning quarters, shining shoes, etc.,

or they may select a nrisoner to serve és é personal. o

orderly (Kalfaktor).

The Blockfuhrer also appoints prisoner officials to
help him run the barracks: |

‘Barrack Senior (Blockfltester) who commands the barracks

and is a substitute of the Blockfﬂhrer;

Barrack Clerk {Blockschreiber) who keeps a roster of

the prisoners and handles the mail;
Foreman (Capo) who is responsible for the efficiency
and speed of the prisoners' work;

Room Senior (Stuben#ltester) who is responsible for

the cleaning and order of the room and the inventory;
Canteen Man (EinkBufer) who handles the purchasé of

tollet articles and food for the prisoners at the canteen;
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Barber (Friseur) who shaves the prisoners twice a
week and cuts their hair every second week,

The Barracks Seniors and Room Seniors have the privilege

of appointing barracks orderlies (Stubendienst)., These are
the only prisoner officials appointed by fellow prisoners.
The administration also employs a group of secret

prisoner officials, called Kontrollore, whose purpose ‘is to

repdrt on-the conversation of prisoners and to watch for any
who do not work., This informant's role is one which is
both hated and feared by the prisoncrs.

Prisoner officials may report to the S5 an infraction
of the rules by a-fellow prisoner, but they are not allowed
officially to mete oub any punishment, Actually, however,
they have been known to beat prisoners in front of the S8S,:
and often priscners have been killed by prisoner cfficials
under theso-circumst&nces.

An inmete, in order to become a prisoner official,
muét havé been in the camp a long time and must have a good
recdfd. On an average there are about three prisoner bfficials
to every hundred internees.

Until 1938 Jews were seldom used as prisoner officials,
Lgter they were put in charge of Jewish barracks and working
groups in order to isolate the Jews even more from the other
prisoners. The Belgian Information Center, New York, reported
that in a concentration camp at Breendonck, Belgium, German
Jewish internees have served as prisoner officials.

D, . Political Policy of the Administration

It is the policy of the SS Administration to play one
group of prisoners against another in crder to prevent any
common action by the internees, This goul is most commonly
achieved by alternating the appointment of the p¥iéoher--
officials between the two most important groups of prisoners,
The political prisoners will be put in charge of the camp
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while the spying functions of the Kontrollore are assigned

to criminals, After a certain time héé elapsed, this
division of functions is reversed; the criminals assume
contfol of the prisoner officialdom and the politicals become

the"kontrol;ore.

When the camp is run by the criminals, corruption
usually prevails.t The SS administration thus faces a
dilemma: the politicai prisoners are the most honest
and, reliable and succéssfully:root out the corruption en-
gendered by the craxinals; at the same time, they comprise
the_most politically conscious, best orgcnized group within
the camps.

For obvious reasons the political prisoners seek to
have their bést men appointed to the prisoner posts., They
alsd.éqdeavor To place men inﬁthe clerk's office where they
may be.abla to secure information on releases and other matters,
While the political prisqnérs_qre in power the criminal

Kontrollore report every move of tre polivicals to the SS,

By thus playi.ag off these prisoner groups agaihst each
other, the SS administration is assured of being successful

in its application of & "divide and conquer" policy.

l., In 1938 the criminals were in power in Buchenwald,
During this period a large amount of food was smuggled
in by SS men and distributed to well-to-do prisoners by
the criminal prisoner officials, This racket was broken
by the political prisoners and ended with the imprisonment
of some SS men and the punishment of the criminal prisoners.
After this incident, the political prisoners took over
and kept their offices until the middle of 1939 when the
SS administration decided that they were becoming too
powerful .,
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ITTI. PUNISEMENT IN THE CAMPS

In June 1935 an order prescribing discipline and punish-
ment for use in concentration camps was issued by SS

Obergruppenfﬁhrer Theodor Eicke, This order, called

_ - _
Disziplinar und Strafvollzug fur das Gefangenenlager,

was drawn up originally for Camp Esterwegen, but later was
used as a pattern for other oamps.l This document is
important in revealing the official attitude of camp
authorities toward prisoners, but its application is limited
by the fact that every SS-man is at once judge and executioner
who can punish the priscners at any time. SS men have given
prisoneré impossible orders and then have slain the prisoners’
when the orders were not carried out. SS men have shot
prisoners on the spot without previous warning or questioniné;
In short, “he official camp orders or penal regulatrons have
no binding effect upon the guards and officials, The prisoners
have no rights, no protection, and ere subject to the
arbitrary_pdwer of the S35 administration,

The introduction to the Disziplinar reveals the

sévé?ity and wilfulness which characterize the matiner in
which puﬁishﬁent is inflicted. It reads in part: ~"Tolerance
means ﬁé&kness. In recognition thereof, ruthlessness will "
be exercised when the interests of the Fatherland are at
stake, _The penal regulation will not affect the misguided
but corrigible inmates. As for political agitators and
intellectual demegogues, regardless of their persuasion;'

let this serve as a warning to them -~ that if they are

ever caught they will be grabbed by their throats and will

be silenced after their own communistic methods "

l. Der Strafvollzug im 3, Reich published by Union fuer
Recht und Freiheit, Prag, 1936, pe. 20,
This document was smuggied out of Germany in
-~ 1935 and: published for the first time in the Manchester
+ Guardiaon, and later in & number of books and pamphlcts,
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Punishment in the camps may be inflicted upon the
prisoners, individually or in groups, Individﬁal punish-
ment may originate with a report either by an SS man or
a prisoner official to the camp administration. Frequently
an SS man will himself administer the punishment without
reporting the priscner's offense (a situation preferred by
the_prisoneré), or the individual may be both punished
and reported, TFor minor infractions a prisoner may be
forced to stand at attention for a long period of time. This
form of punishment may be imposcd for at least a week, the
prisoner rcporting daily to the administration building
for his stint. Minor infroactions are also punished by
“Withholding of mail or food, or by punishment drill. For
major violations a prisoner may be hanged by his wrists
from a tree for a period of from one to eight hours. Other
major chastisements include flogging -~ 25 to 100 lashes --
solitary oonfipemant, or transfer to the puniéhmenﬁ company.
A prisoner may be punished by one or several of fhese methods.

o _Ihc,death peaalty is meted out for sabbtage; attacks.
uﬁdn.the SS personnel, disobedience to orders, refusal to
work, etc.

The ordinary prisoner more often receives collective
punishments rather than individual punisiiment. This second
type of penalty is imposed upon all prisoners ir; for
example, an escape s attempted or if the work performance
is judged insufficient. In such cases, all the men will be
subjeccted to one or more of the following punishments
en masse: standing at attentionj punishment drill; pay-
ment of fines; lengthening of working hours; deprivation'
of food, tobacco and mail; deniél of médieal-cdre.

Collective punishmecnt is frequently meted out as

"revenge" end is most often imposed upon the Jewish prisoners,
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Occasionally,_pther'prisonur groups and sometines the whole
camp are subjected to this kind of treatment. The camp
administrations naturally follows the Nazi Party line in
holding Jewish prisoners responsible for allegedly hostile
acts committed by Jews anywhere, but it also considers the
prisoners of other categories as hostages for all bther
members of their category outside the camp; arnywhere in the

world,t

1. In 1937 English and other foreign newspapers published
reports on conditions in German concentration camps.:
The camp administration answered this by putting all
Jewish prisoners for two months ‘in specially prepared
barracks without light and ventllatlon. Jewish prisoners
were required t> write letters to friends in-other -
countries, asking them to stop the "atrocity storles",
or else the Jewish prlsoners would be punished. Such -

a letter is in possession of the American Jewish Congress
Library in New York.

In November 1938, following the kllling of vom Rath
in Paris, all Jewish priqoners in Buchenwald were punished
by deprivaetion of mail, food, and medical care. After-
the bombing in the Munich Beer Hall on 9 November 1939,
the S5 authorities in Buchenwald executed twenty-seven
Jews and punished the other Jewish prisoners by depriving
them of food for five days. In May 1936, all Social
Democratic and Communist prisoners of Dachau were punished
as revenge for a political demonstration in Munich, There
have been many similar incidents,
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IV. PRISONER GROUPS AND CAMP LIFE

The prisone:s in a concentration camp form a society,
in which the different categories and groups of prisoners
assume roles, Like any other large number of people who
may be thrown together, they work out & system of oooperétion
and routine to smooth somewhat the difficulties of their
life, This society of prisoners, like any other society,
has its own standards by which to evaluate individuals and
grcups of prisoners, its own group-relations, its powerful
leaders, i%s common man, and its “outsider,"

When a prisoner is interned, he is placed by the
SS authorities in what might be called a "vertical group"
which is determined by the reason for his arrest. HHe also
falls into som> "horizontal group" which is determiiied by
his "race," his nationality, and the length of time he has
served.

A, Vertical Prisoner Groups

Mem:-2rship in a vertical prisoner cubtegory is
officially indicated by the triangular insignic every prisoner
wears on the left breast of his jacket and on his right
trouser leg., The prisoner's number is placed below the
triangle,

1, Political Prisoners: Red Triangie;' The category

of the political prisoners includes all who were imprisoned
for pdliticai reasoné._ In the society of the camps the
politicals are the elite group and expect to be treated as
such by the others, No effort is made, however, to keep

men of differing political opinions apart. The politicals
are the oldest category in the camps, and during the first
years of National Socialism consisted mostly of Communists,
Social Democrats, and trade ﬁnionists. As former members of

left-wing organizations, they found it domparatively easy
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to develop an organized éommunity with a high standard

of morale, Political prisoners of the other parties (including
Nazis), who cﬁme later, formed a minority in the ranks of the
politica prisoners., Adaptation to camp conditions was
difficult for these new prisoners; and they willingly accepted
the leadership of the well-organized left-wing prisoners.,
Beginning in 1936, more and more non-political persons, such

as malingerers and rumor-mongers (Miesmacher und Kritikasten)

joined the category of political prisoners, but they too had
to accept the existing leadership, because its advice and

experience were important to the newcomers.

2. Criminals: Green Triangle., <This category consists
mainly of coﬁfirmed criminals who have beén committed to a
camp after having served one or more terms in penitentiaries.
A smeller group of ex-convicts were brought to the camps
for "preventive" custody following the round=-ups of former
criminals from 1935 to 1939, To the same category also
belongs a small number of prisonefs who were sentenced for -
killing or fobbery i1 connection with political affairs.

The criminals are a powerful group in the camp
society 4;_not as a éonsequence of their group life or
morale, but because many prisoner officials are drawn from -
their ranks. In the capacity of Qgggg,- for exzample,
they have proved to be more relentless than members of other
categories. Their developmént into an orguanized group is
difficult, however, because the criminals are much less
willing than the politicals to make personal.sacrifices in
the interests of their fellows. The many instances of
corruption on their part and their bad behavior as prisoner
officials make the criminals a distrusted and sometimes
hated group in the society of prisoners.

3. Asocials or "Work-shy" Prisoners: Black Triangle,

This category of prisoners originally included vagrants
CONFIDENTIAL
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and habitual beggaro, Later the group was enlarged by the
addition.of persons.ﬁﬁo come into ooofiiot with the welfare
authorities for failure to sunport theif families, divorced
wives, or illegitimate children. Beginufng in 1935, more

and more 1ndiv1duals were sent to the camps as "asoclals" -
persons who had not oomplled w1th tho labor r&gulublons,
l.e., had ohanged Jo 'S without approval of the Employmentll
Office, had refused to accept a Jjob offerbd by the Emoloymont
Office, or had taken port in labor disputes.

Frem 1937 to 1939, the category of asocials %&s further
enlarged as o result of round;ugsespecielly among gigolos, |
nightclub waite;s and entertainers, small craftsmen, and
repalrmen. The two latter groups, obviously;'éerved as a
source of Cheﬂp labor. Quite a number of lower and inter-
meéiate officials of the different Nazi nooanizatiONS have been
incaroer =d for arunkenness or dlso*derly conduct and joined
to the asooial vroup. Aftor the conquest or Austria, wholo J
trlbeo of Gjp51es were Jailed as asoolals. |

The numerous Lound—wg;have made the asoclials the
largest category 1n the concentration camps, but at the qame
time they are tne 1owest group in the soclul sbiucture of the
prisoners. Unllke the pol*tlcals, tle asocial prluOBL£
because of thelr W1delv deersp baokground, do not Iorm a
communlty, nor are they capablo of danoloplng 1nto a group
of indlviduallsts llkb the criminals, The more intellectual
elements among them seek to make contect with either the
politicals or the criminals in order to esteblish some tie

with the important prisoner groups.

L, Jehovah's Witnesses: Violet Triangle. Jchovah's

Witnesses (Ernste Bibelforscher) are a small religious group
with a high morale, Even in the camps their organization |

continues, and their leaders speak freely tc anyone about
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their ideas, They are imprisoned for being conscientious
objectors and for their refusal to give the Hitler salute;

as a religious group opposed to National Socialism they refuse
to go underground. To prevent them from propagundizing in
the camps, they are sometimes separated from the other
prisoners by transfer to a punishment company. DBut such

acts encourage their solidarity. They are awaiting the
Judgment . Their belief that_they will be the executors

of God's will at the Judgment Day gives them a moral power of
resistance that is superior . to that of any other group in
the camp, Every hardship they underzo theyv consider a test
by Jehovah to discover the faithful, Jehovah's Witnesses are
respected by all prisoners, even by those wﬁo do not share
their opinions. |

5. Homosexuals: Pink Triangle. The Lomosexuals are a

~smell category; the majority were convicted in_the_courts

as homosexuals and, after serving their terms, were écnt:.

to the camps. As the result of denunciations?‘politicals

or criminals have becn put in this group and a number of
Roehm's followers as well. The homosexuals do not, hcwever,
consider themselves a group. Like the asoclals, 5hey attempt
to make contact with the more powerful prisonér grdups énd

have no significance as a group in the society of the prisoners.

6. Emigrants: Blue Triangle. The emigrants consist
mostly of Germans who have returncd from foreign countries
hoping to find better living conditioﬁs in the new Germany.
Many have been in the French Forcign Legion, or workers in
Belgium or France. They were sent to the camps becouse they
could not satisfactorily explain the reasons for their return;
and the Gestapo suspected they might be spies or couriers
for the underground, A number of Jews; who either returned

to Germany voluntarily or werc caught trying to enter the
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country without a passport; belong to this category. A
number of stateless Jews are also included.

The emigrants have no community 1life at all; but, as
individuals, they heve conncctions with all the important
groups, including the asocials,

7. "Race Polluters": Black Triangular Frame., The

go-called "Rece Polluters" (Rasscnschiinder) are mostly

Jewish prisoners. Some of them had served terms for violating
the prohibitions against cohabitation between Jews and
gentiles includzd in the Nuremberg lnws; others were sent

to & camp following a denunciation. Tre non-Jewish

prisoners in this category are ceclled Artvergessen (hone who
forgets his race"), Mainly Jewish, this group has contacts
with the political, criminal, and asocial Jews, und often
forms a bridge between them,

8. New Categories since 1939. ©Since the beginning of the

war, additional categories of prisoncrs have been created.
Thesc include:
Norwegians: insignia; black "N" in a rcd triangle;
Poles: 1insignia, black "P" in a red trianglc;
German army deserters and other army personnel:

insignia, black "SAW" (Sonderaktion Wehrmecht) in & red

triangle;
Black marketeers: insignia large "E" (Erzichungs-
gefangene; literally, "a prisoncr to be ro—educ&tcd").l

9. Other Insignia, Certain insignis used in the camps

do not represent categories of priscners but roefer only to
a special matter rclating to the individual prisoner. For

example, second-termers (Zwcitmalige) wear a color bar over

the prescribed triangle. In some camps such prisoners are

l. British Civil Affairs Handbook, Part 11, ch. VI,
Appendix I; CID 658308,
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put in the punishment company; in other camps they are
restficted in the matters of mail, money, or smoking.
A prisoner who has tried to escape or one who has lived in
the neighborhood of the camp and presumably knows the
surrounding area 1s required to wear a red mark below the
triangle, signifying "danger of escape." Prisoners with this
sign are never used in work outside the barbed wire enclosures.
A yellow badge on the right arm with the word Bloed
(Idiot) is worn by prisoners who have become mentally unbalanced
as a consequence of torture or imprisonment.l Such prisoners
do only easy work in e special unit; but they are iun constant
danger of being sterilized, Blind and partially blind
prisoners wear a yellow badge with three black points;
they are c¢xemnt from punishment if they fei l to salute
an S -man., Deaf prisoners wear the same insignia.
The proportion of prisoners in each of the mcjor
categories (all camps taken together) is estimated as follows:
Agoclals coesscscvsnnsesses 38 percent
Criminals ..cecescssvsesese 20 percent
Politicals :eeevecesevensse 18 percent
Jehovah's Witnesses seeesse & percent
"Race pollubers™ secesesese 8 percent
Balgrants sesesesssssoss ons 6 percent
HomosSeXuals sesscesvscccees 2 percent
What have been called the vertical groups are determined
by the official designation of the prisoners., Within thése
vertical groupings, as has been shown, a certain amount of
internal group life is achieved. But overriding these vertical
lines are factors of race, nationality, length of internment;
etc.,, which lead to the formation of what may be defined as
horizontal groupings. In other words, & prisoner mey belong
to the asocial group (his vertical category) and wear the

official black triangle, but may also be a newcomer, an old-timer

le A small number of successful fakers have managed to
acquire this badge,
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or an Austrian and thus belong, in the terms of thc prisoncr
society, to a horizontal category.

B. Horizontal Prisoner Groups

i. Jews. The Jews ere the most prominent horizontal
prisoner-group; They wear a yellow triangle superimposed
upon the triangle specifying the official (vertical) category,
thereby forming a six-pointed star, the so-cnlled Star of
David, The criteria for determining Jewish arcestory are more
severe in the camps than thogse laid down by the Nuremberg
laws: one Jewish great-grandpurent is sufficient. Jewish
prisoners in sry category are treated-mofe harshly than the
non-Jews.

According to recent reports, very few Jews are now in
Germen concentration camps because most of them were deported

to the large cewish camps in Poland in 1942,

2. DNutionalitiese. Various nationalities in the camps
also form groups. When, after 1938, Austrians were brought
to the camps, they did not get along with the German prisoners,
This nurtured o common feeling among all sustrian prisoners
irrespective of their cotegories o "racé?;'even after
relations between the two groups improvéd, the Auétrians
maintained their nutiénal feeling, although it was not so
gstrong as in.the beginning. A similar situntion developed
among the Czechoslovekian prisoners who had fower difficulties_
with the Austrians than with the Gormans. Very little is
known about the other national groups in the concentration
camps, except that some of them are kept in separate camps,

3. Newcomers and Old-timers, Groups also deveclop on the

basis of the length of time a prisoner has served:

a. The Newcomers. Prisoners enter & camp either

in large groups asg vietims of round-ups, or individually

after serving in prison. In some comps, the newcomers are
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flogged as soon es they are rcceived, in others they must
stand at attention and go without.water for two days, ete,
During the first weeks thoey cre called for ex;ra fatigue
and special drill at night, in order to "break then in,ﬁ
Most of the suiecides occur during this period. A newcomer
remains in this category until another transport arrives,
whoreﬁpon‘he-loses his special status and slips into the ranks
of the ordinary prisoners. |

b. The Old-timers. Prisoncrs who have been in the camp
morc then three yeoars call themsclves "old-timers.™ They
know the S35 officials and in some respects receive better
treatment firom then, Tﬁgy cre uwaually able to dvoid hard
work and are punished less frequcently than the other prisoners.

L. Honor Prisoncrs, Little is known about the "honor

prisoners” (Ehronhesfilinge). In nearly every camp there are

a few of tiiem. They are probably former hich S3 officials
who were put intec the camp for Tailure in their duty. They
sometimes wear the political inéignia, sometimes none at all,

They live cutside tho Schutzhaftlcgcr, Kecp apart from the

other prisoners, dc nc work, and have very close contact with
the SS administration.t

5, Punishment Company. The punishment company is the only

group where prisoners of all categories 2und "races" are lumped
together, They sre complctely isolated from the other inmates;
deprived of mail and tobncco, ond permitted no time off,
Jehovah's Witnesses and second-teriers often spend their
whole-impriéonment in the punishment company; others are
confined for o limited time only,

Ce Camp Routine and Food

1. Schedule, The schedule is not the sacme for cvery

camp, but until 1939 thc working dey was usuclly thirtcen

l. The former camp commander of Lichtenburg was an honor
prisoner in Buchenwzld in 1939.
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or more hours. The daily schedule during 1936 to 1939 was
approximately as follows: 13 hours were devoted to work;
2 hours to formations and roll calls; 1% hours to meals;
6% hours to rest; and 1 hour to free time, Some camps
worked seven days a week; in other camps Sunday afternoon
was taken off. With the beginning of the war, however,
the work day increased to fifteen or sixteen hours.l

2. Work. Before 1939; the chief work of the prisoners
was building the Schuizhoaftlager, the S3--Lager and necessary
installa%tions. The abundant supply of slave labor permitted
the camp edministrations to meke wide usc of manpower;
especially in the vast drainage progeots that were initiated
in the early years of the Nazi regime, snfter the beginning
of the war the prisoners were used more and mcre for war
work , 2

3. Foold, Food in the concentration camps is similar to
the food in the German prisons., The daily ration consists of:

2 cups of ersatz coffee;

300 grams of =read (low quality);

1 plate of vecgetable soup (mostly turnip) sometimes
with pieces of sp801ally prepared whale meat, called
-Polaris:

a pleoe of flsh or cheese twice a woek.,

Before 1939 some camps had good canteens where the
prisoners could buy extra food, but these were abolished
after the war begen.’? It hes been reported that a parcel
food service has been established in Dschau since October
1942,

During the winter, many prisoners are constantly ill,

because of the fatless food, .

L. Medical Cere. The SS doctor in charge of the prison

hospital (Revier) does not consider himself responsible for the

1, Report by Belgian Information Center, New York 6 December
1943,
2« Central FEuropean Observer, London, Julv 1942; CID 653808,

24 March 19LL,
5 Ibld,,London, July 1942; CID 50705, 1 December 1943,
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health of the prisoners. ledical examinations and treatment
are in the hands of prisoner officials, and even dentistry
and minor operations are done by them. It is seldom that a
doctor is allowed to work in the Revier; most of the treat-
ment is in the hands of men who were once members of the army
medical corps, usually during the last war, or others who
have no medical knowledge at all,

Since the treaﬁment in the Revier is sub-standard
(often no drugs or bandages are available), many prisoners
prefer to treat themselves, but complicuted operations and
amputations ere done by S5 doctors in the SS hospital,

5. Dzaths and Suicides. The estimated annual death

rate for German concentration camps during the period 1938~
1929 {excluding killings, executions, and suicides) was 15
percent.l Many of the deaths are the conseguence cf extreme
malnutrition; during the winter months pneumonia claims many .
victims,

Suicidss occur frequently, because the SS administration
encourages the praclice. ‘Prisoners placed in solitary cells
are often given a length of rope. Prisoners who are disliked

by their Blockfihrsr may be given a rope and ordered to kill

themselves. If they are still alive on the next day, they

are beaten up by the BlockflUhrer and the order is repeated.

This sometimes goes on for weeks, until the prisoner commits

suicide, or. the Blockflhrer tires,?

D. Activities and Attitude of the Prisoners

The SS edministration tries systematically to destroy

a prisoner's personality. In the midst of the organized

1. This estimate was made in London(August 1939) after
interrogations of former prisoners who worked in a caamp
hospital, : , &

2. In Dachau (1938) a special order on suicides was issued,
It announced that prisoners who try to commit suicide
and do not succeed, prisoners who try to prevent another
prisoner's suicide, and prisoners who try to bring back
to life a prisoner who has committed suicide will be
punished by twenty-five lashes and confinement in a

solitar ell,
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terror, the social orgenization of the prisoners provides
the framemork within which groups or individuals find

their ﬁlace and their functions. As a whole this prisoner
soclety opposes the terror of the administration, fends off
the attacks upon the individuality of its members, and
defends and preserves their desire to remain human beingé;
The purpose of the social ofganiiation of the prisoners is
to overcome the rigidities and barriers of the official
system of classification by race and criaze,

l. The Priconerz' Code, The prisoners have their own

code aﬁd rules of conduct by which an individual prisoner is
evaluated: he is put in important positions, he is isolated
and even killed as a traitor if by violating the code he

endangers the society or the life of its members,l

The most important rule of conduct is: Doun'lt draw

attention to yourself. It is dangerous to be better or

. worse than the average. A good prisoner does no more or
less work in the barracks or on a job than is absoclutely
necessary in order to be left alone by the SS,

2. Cultural and Poljitical Life of the Prisoners. Most

of the prisoners live in small groups. The political prisoners
form "collectives" of three to six men who try to dwell in

fhe same barracks and work in the same groups. The prisoners
pool their money and jointly buy food in the canﬁeen; they
endeavor to keep some stock for an emergency. KEvery member

of such a collective is bound to help the other members.

and can count on their help, This system of mutual help

makes life in the camp much easier. The political prisoners

are, however, not interested in getting new members for their

+ 1, In Buchenwald (1939) two prisoners were killed as informers
by their fellow prisoners. . .
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cOiléb%ivés;'a.HBWCGmer must have good 6 GoMnEnARt108S “ani

is vefy oafefully questioned befdre he is'aliowéd tofjoin;u
The main interest of the pdlitioal prisoners'is to kéep {héir
cadre alive -- not £o recruit new members, | -

During work or at night the collectives.hévé discussions
or lectures on politidal or scientific‘subjects; A'stéady'
contact is maintainedi bétweén the different“colléétives for
the purpose of sharing news and information. The non-
ﬁdiitjcal, int2llectusl prisoners 8ls50 ehhablish"Smaii
discﬁssion grc.azs viich are sometimes iﬂ*?uenccdjbf thé
poliﬁidal prigcners. The discussions and lectures are an
important nart in the life of the prisoners_beoause'theyi
help vo counteract the effects of regimenﬁaticn; |

The possessicn of any writing mAterial, hbﬁé%er, is
dange vous, precause the administrafion views it e an aﬁtempt
to smuggle tessages out of the camp. Prisoners are’ffequently
rounded up so that the S8 may examine the contents of their
poékéts. . '

Songs and potué aré often-wriﬁten by'thé prisoneré
and nearly every cémp has its own "official® Eamp'ééﬁg.J“

3. Religibus Activities, ~Although religious exercises -

“are prohibited and punished by the SS, services are held
in secrecy. Catholic and Protestant clergy coﬁdﬁcthgerﬁiceé
_ ,_1j‘o'r3 members of their faith. \_"_Ij'he_ Jehd\_rah's Wltnosseshold
‘regular ‘services in their barracks:bigrﬁhoabx Jéws;sebyétly
observe'their §Q;igiog§;cu$§om$@”“iﬁ'vigw;éﬁSthe*fng;§iof.x
camp life, however, Rabbiswhavé_fredd ofth§d6x:mé@pﬁréifrom
the necessity of observing the'dietary_laws (Kq$ﬁ?uth)fi
of the Jewish religion. : i

L. Treatment of Personal Propsrty., In the prisoners'

society the concept of private property has been changed.,

The personal belongings of a member of a collective go to
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the éoiléctive in case of his release or death., Prisoners
do carry a few personal belongings in their pockets or

in their breadbags, ut these things are thelirs only so
long as no SS-man cares to take them away.

Stealing among companions. is one of the worst crimes
a prisoner can commit., The prisoners' code rsquires that the
gullty man be beaten and ostracized.

Some prisoners make tools which they use for vepair
jocbs on false %teeth, =yeglasses, etc, Tu ordex to have raw
materials for +his wurk, they are orten compeliled “o steal
the eyeglasses and the false teeth of dead prisoners, This
is, however, dangerous because the S3 prescribes heavy
punishment for corpse robhring,

T Attituds toward Escape. In the first yesars of the
1

concentration campz some prisoners manazed to ~3coue,
Since 1936 the security measures.in the camps have been so
well orgenized that there are almos% no possibilities of
getting away,2 Since all the prisoners are punished if one

of them is missing. escape is considerea by the prisoners

as an anti-social acte3 The political prisoners often

discuss this matter and thé general opinion is: A prisoner
has the moral right to éscape only ifwhelis of“feai importance

to the underground.

1. Gerhard'Seger'escaped in 1933 from Oranienburg, and Hans
Beimler in 1933 from Dachau. Quite a number of prisoners
escaped in 1934 from the camps near Papenburg and. succeeded
in getting to Holland. . .

2. In 1938, two prisoners escaped from Buchenwald after
killing an.SS man. One of them was captured two weeks
later in Germany; the other escaped to Czechoslovakia,
but was handed over to the Gestapo as a consequence of
the Munich agreement. DBoth were court-martialed and hanged -
in Buchenwald in front of the other prisoners.

3. When two men escaped from Buchenwald in December 1938,
the whole camp was forced to stand at attention in the
bitter cold for nine hours, Fifty prisoners were reported
to have died during this episode,
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6. Possibilities of Resistance. Since every form of open
¢ P

resistance is punishable by death, prisoners can show their
opposition only by cieverly concealed acts of sabotage,

Sabotage is attempted by individualé‘énd groups on all

”5'possible occasions. The prisoners bﬁry scrap metal, whole

boxes of nails and screws, unregistered tools, etc. When
constructing new buildings, they fill the empty spaces
between the walls with paper and coal in order to make them
more combustible in case of a fire, Ocoasionally; a kind of
passive resistaance is eonduqted by the prisoners; since it

is not possible to work slowly, they do the same job over and
over again, or do it the most_comp;ioated way in order to

consume more time,
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Appendix, CONCENTRATION CAMPS LOCATED WITHIN GERMANY
(As_it was before 1937)

Key to Abbreviations

Bel. ' INfs sicreconcscenses Belglan Information Center, New York

Crime soessvnsssssvssrusees Criminal prisoners

ECRFPA seesvsecacccsnsaane EuropﬁiSChe Konferenz fuer Recht u.
Freiheit,
Paris Nov, 13.37

Y\ﬁl. peI‘S. es avossorC e Iene T\ﬁilitary personnel

NPG seso0e0s0seccescsnesse Normal prisoner group, consisting of:-
political, criminal, asocial, Jewish,
emigrant, homosexual, Bible Students,
"race corrupter" prisoners

Nor. Inf. soeessescenssos llorwegian Information Center, New York

OWL cseecscsencceconcasse OFffice of Var Iuformation

PIFP secesnceecassecscees Personal interrogation of former
prisoners

POW coeecsosnscossssneess Prisoners of War

Pole ReWs ceecdeseenceees The Polish Review, Publlcation of

: Polish Information Centre, N.Y.

SA L L I L o L T B I B Sturmabtei.‘.ﬂ.llg :

SBRPR ® 89 8 s 88 80 6B A0 08O }-_j_gz: St]‘&fvfl.i_lzug _i_El “3_0 E(_’}ich publl
by Union fuer Recht u. Freiheit,
Prag 1936.

SPDLO coesesesesesenseens Report by Social Democratic Party
of Germany, Loudon Merch 1938

Stalagn DGeoeeLACO SIS RN Staﬂlﬂll@ger fuﬁr :nOVL'T

BS Leatins pdtwrasns sensess Sohutzstaffel (Totenkopf Verband)

UNLNY sceo0c22e0c000es0ses United Nations Library of Information,
New York

Identification of German Concentration Caups

Many of the small camps, listed in the following
schedule,, were set up between 1933 and-1935, but were dissolved
after 1937, At the beginning of the war a large number of
the dissolved camps were reopened as concentration camps for
prisoners from the occupied countries, Beginning in 1941,
many new large camps were set up and at the same time some of
the o0ld camps were enlarged and placed in use as prisonar of
war camps.

Estimates of the Present Number of Prisoners

A reasonable estimate of the pres¢nt number of prisoners
in the German concentration camps within the 1937 boundaries
of the Reich ranges from a low of 170;000 to a high of 370;000.
These figures have been.arrived at by the following computa-

tions: 1in the case of the lower figure, the population of
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the concentration camps definitely known to be in existence
have been totalled; in case of the higher figure, it has been
assumed that all camps listed are still in exiétehce and
where the prisoner population is not known an estimate has
been made.

Since there are large numbers of prisoners of noun-
Germen nationality kunowir to be in German concentration
camps; it is impossible to give a nationality breakdown of

the prisoners in the concentration camps.
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IDENTIFICATION OF GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Adminis- Geogrephical  Number Last
trative cocordinate of Type of date of )

Name Location district (epproximate) priscners prisoner Guards repors _ Notes Sources
Dornburg near Proedel Anhalt 52,05 11.R5F 800 NPG S8 Merch %8 - SPDLO
Rossleu near Dessau Anhelt 51,50 12,:3 - a) NPG SS March 38 closed in 38 SPDLO

b) Women FVS 6 Sept. L3 reopened in L3 UNLNY
Tornau near Dessau Anhalt 51,50 12.13 200 German Ss 19 MYay 3 Army Prison CID
soldiers 3792
Ankenbusk mnear Villingen Baden Li8.3 8.28 - e) NPG 5S 36 - S3RPR
b) POW - 25 July: L3 Staleg sJ
36805
Bad Duerr- neear Villingen Baden L4863 8028 - NPG SS Lpril 38 SPDLO
heim
Heubergz  near Villingen Baden L83 8.28 - a) NPG SS  April 38 SPDLO
b) Solde S5 & SA  April ;2 Training cemp for Int. we
Div. 999 PCW
Kislau near Bruchsol Baden L9.7 8.36 200 NPG SS March 38 - SPDLO
Restatt  SW of Baden L9s1  8.23 - NPG S§  March 38 - SPDLO
Karlsruhe '
Singen Near Aech Baden Li7.50 8.52 - NEG - 11 Fov, 4,2 Frisoners are Germens CID
from abroad 1236
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IDENTIFICATION OF GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Geographia- Number

Ciympic
athletes

Adminis- : Last
trative coordinate of Type of . date of
Neame Location district (approximate) prisonmers priscrer Guards repers Nctes Sources
No E_a - o
Bayreuth near Bayreuth Bavaria L9.57 11,34 1,00 NPG SS 36 - S3RPR
Rernau near Rosenheim Bavaria L7.52 12.8 1,090 = - Ss 15 Jan. L)y Prisoners held for OWI
: ' : minor crimes
Dechau - near Muenchen Bavaria L8-.8 11,35 10,000 PG SS 1 Jan- U4 -
Flossenberg near Weiden Bavaria L9.Li1 12,10 2,000 NPG SS June L3 - Polish
' . - ot Re view
" Hof near Weiden Bavaria Lo.i1 12.10 600 Crim, SS August 38 - PIFP
Landsberg near Bruchlos Bavaria Li8e3  10:53 - NPG ss 26 _ - S2RPR
Laufen near Rosenhain Bavaria  L7.52 12.8 800 Women Piis 15 Jene ily  near Camp Bernau OWI
‘Limburg near Attel Bavaria  L48.2. 12,11 e NFG SS 5 Feb. Ll also Russian POW CID/h 1
: | : ' oL3L5 N
Neustadt  near Neustadt Bavaria  [9.35 10,38 e NPG . 88 %6 _ & S3RPR .
Schirmitz near Weiden  Bavaria  L9.j1 12:10 - w ss 2l Sept. L2 - CID 227 i
e B o 2l
Stadelheim near Muenchen Bavaria — 18,8 1135 - - 53 36 - S3RFR
Vuerzburg near Wuerzburg Bavaria — L9.L8  9.56 - - SS 36 - S3RFR
Columbishaus Berlin Berlin 52,32 13425 - NPG sS Jane L - oW1
Clympic . near Berlin Berlin 52032 1325 6,000 NPG S8 22 Apr, L2  former housing CID
Village o ' ground for 15387
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IDENTIFICATION OF GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Adminis~  Geographic Number Lact
trative coordinate of Type of date of
Neme. Location district (approximate) prisoners prisoner Guards coport Notes Sources
V. Ee - ’
Alt Daber near Wuster- Brandenburg 52.53 12.27 - NPG SS 36 ~ S3RPG
hausen

Bernau near Berlin Brandenburg 52.32 13%.25 - NPG ss March 38 - SPDLO
Boernicke near Nauen Brendenburg 52.36 12.52 - NPG SS March 38 - SPDLO
Boetzow near Spandau Brandenburg 52,32 13,13 800 NPG SsS Marzh 38 - SPDLO
Brenden= near Branden- Brandenburg 52.25 12.33 - NPG Ss March 38 ‘- SFDLO

burg burg ) ; :
Jueterbog S of Berlin Brandenburg 5159 13.L 1,200 NPG S8 March 38 - SPDLO -
Lichter- near Ebers- Brandenburg 52.50 13.L49 - a) NPG SS 36 - S3RPR

felde walde. o » ' ., b) POW 11 Febe Ll
Meinsdorf ~ near Jueterbog Brendenburg 51.59 13l . - - NPG SS 36 - S3RPR
Oranien~ near Berlin Brandenburg 52432 13.25 3,000 NPG ss 8 Septe 43 reopened in

burg _ ;

Sachsen- near Berlin Braxdenburg 52432 13.25 25_000 NPG sSs 12 Decs L3 - PR /BR/

hausen - _ : - b61623
Senften~- - near Calau Brandenburg 51l.45 1357 - NPG SS 26 - S3RPR

ber : '

Sold?n' near Berlin Brandenburg 5232 13%.25 - NPG ss Merch 78 - SDPLO
Zuchtheus . PW/BR/B
Sonnenberg near Berlin Brandenburg 900 Norwego - 27 Dece L3 - 61623
Wolfen-  near Helmstaedt Braunschweig 52,1l 11.1 - NPG SS  lMarch 28 - SPDLO

buettel : :
Bremen near Bremen Bremen 53,5 8.3 - Jews 31 Jan. Ll -

PEP Poles
Spanierds  SS . sJhal11

Halsteet near Bremen Bremen 535 B.L3 - NPG SS liarch 38 SPDLO
Langluet= nesr Bremen Bremen 8.3 NPG SS 36 - S3RPR

gen

- ‘OE -
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IDENTIFICATION OF GERI'AN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Adminis~  Geographic  Number Type Last
trative coordinate of of date of
Neme Location district (approximate) prisoners prisoner Guards report Notes Sources
N, o ; i
Stutthof near Danzig Danzig 5Lhe21 18.L 6,000 NPG & mile 58 a) 19 May 43 male & female CID 37292
per b) L Jen, L&y prisoners i
Norwegian Nor. Inf.
_ prisoners

Fuhlsbuettel necar Hamburg Hamburg 53,33 10-0 3,000 NPG B 27 Decs L3 - :

Neuen Geamme near Homburg Hamburg 53,33 10,0 3,000 NPG ss 8) Octe L3 Gas chamber CID 5106L
: e Jrons  Shm ; ' b) 28 Jane Lt -

Wittmoor near Hamburg Hamburg 53.33% 10.0 T - NPG SS March 338 - SEFDLO

Aschendorf o near Papen-  Hannover 53.6 Te25 1,700 mile perss SAL 10 May }}3 Sonderlkonzen=- CID 37292

MOOR burg trationslager

Berenbostel near Hannover Hannover 652,23 9.Lly 25,000 NPG 5SS 2l Jane Lk - Pols Tels A

Bergen Belsen near Celle Honnover 52,37 10.5 - Jews S8 17 Febs, Ll - N Y Times

Boergermoor near Papen~ Hannover 53,6 7.25 1,500 NFG SA 19 Mey.L3 - CID 37292
burg

Brual Rhede near Aschen= Hannover 5%.3 Te1Q - NPG SS Novae 37 - ECRFPA
dorf °

Loger No. 21 near Hannover Hamnover 52.23  Q.lil 600 NPG SS 11 Jan- L3 - Bele Infe

Esterwegen near Papen-  Hannover 53,6 T7e25 2,000 mile per SA 19 May L3 - CID 37292
burg

Harpstedt near Bassum Hannover 52,52 8l..3 - NPG Ss 76 - S3RFR

Lothen near Papen- Hannover 53,6 7.25 - NPG ss’ 26 - S3RPR
burg

Mooringen near Goettingen Hannover 51.32 9.56 800 women SS August 36 mostly palitical New Eeps

Neusustrum near rapen- Hannover 53,6 Te25 - NEG 53 llarch 38 - SFDLO
burg

Oberlangen near Papen- Hannover 53,6 7225 - NPG 8s Nov. 27 - ECRFPA
burg ' ' ) .

Fapenburg near Fapen- Hannover 53,6 7«25 2,900 Jews SS 5 May L3 - CID 39590
burg Poles : - o

Griesheimersard ncar Griesheim Hessen 19,52 Be33 - NCG Ss %6 - SZRFR

Langen N of Dermstadt Hessen  L9.52 8,39 - NPG Ss Merch 38 - SFDLO

Osthofen near Mainz Hessen 5040 8417 - NEG S 1939 - Ly years of

Nezi terror
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IDENTIFICATION OF GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Number

Adminis-  Geographic Last
trative - coordinate of Type of date of
Neme s Location district (approximatg} prisoners  prisoner Guards repott Notes Sources
L] L
Benninghausen near Burscheid Rheinland 51.6 78 - NPG ss 36 - S3RPR
Beyenburg near Wuppertal Rheinlend 51.25 7,15 - NPG Ss Meyrch 38 - SPDLO
Braurweiler  near Bad Rheinlend L9.51 7.52.. - VPG SS March 38 - $PDLO
Kreuznach
Drente- near Streelen Rheinlend 51.27 6415 - NPG sSs Septeo L3 - CID
Westerbrock : - _ 1:5210 .
Dueren neer Aschen Fheinland 50.47 6.5 - NPG sS March 38 - SFDLO
‘Holbeckshof near Essen Rheinland 51e26 7.0 - Jews SS Septe 12 - TRIS050/
L2
Juelich’ near Aachen Rheinland 50.47 6.5 - NPG Ss ¥arch 38 - DLO
Kemne. neer Wuppertal FRhéinland 51.25 7,15 - NPG ss Merch 38 - SPDLO
Koblenz~- near Koblenz Rheinlend 50.21 736 . - FG ss Merch 38 - SFDLO
Kernerita
Koblenz=- near Koblenz Rheinland 50621 7436 - NPG ss March 38 - SPDLO
Kartause d
Tuehlheim near Duisburg Rheinland 5126 6.5 -~ NPG ss 36 - S3RFR
Siegburg near Bonn Rheinlsnd 50eLly 7 - NPG €5 Varch 38 - SPDLO
Wuppertal near Wuppertal Eheinland 51,25 7.15- 1,800 TFG SE 22 Jens Ll - Bele
Inf.
Bautzen We of Dresden Secchsen 51¢3 13.L5 - NFG S8 Yerch 38 - SFDLO
Colditz near Grimma Sachsen 51.1 12.L3 - NPG Ss lisreh 38 - SPDLO
Crimmitz- neer Zwickau Sachsen 50.43 12.29 - VPG ss lerch 38 - SPDLO
schau
Yothilden— near Dresden Sachsen 5l.3  13.L5 - NPG 8s Merch 38 - SFDLO
schloeschen
Grucnen- near Chemnitz Sachsen 50,50 12455 - - NPG SS March 38 - SPDLO
heinichen '
Hainewsalde Sachsen 50.54 1Lel8 - NPG ss Yerch 38 - SPDLO

near Zittau

-~ 3¢ -
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IDENTIFICLTION OF GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

Adminis-  Geograph:c Number Last
trative . coordinate of Type of date of
Neme: Location district (approximate) prisoners prisoner Guards report Notes  Sources
No EQ
Fochenheim neer Offenbach . Hess..® 50,6 . 8,45 - NPG 8§ lMaych 38 SPDLO
Nassau
Ginzheim near Wiesbaden  Hess. 50.L 8.1 - NPG SS Maych 38 SPDLO
Nessau
Kassel near Kassel Hesss 51.19 9.28 - NEG SS Maxrch 38 SFDLO
Nessau
Roedelsheim near Frankfurth Hesse 50,6  8aL - NPG SS March ‘38 SPDLO
all Nassau
Wilsede S of Lueneburg Hess. 53416 10.25 - NPG SS llaych 38 SPDLO
Nassau
‘Ravens- near Fuersten- Mecklen~- 53,11 13,9 500 Women Ris - 27 Dece 43 -
brueck berg burg
Strelitz near Fuersten- IMecklen- - PG S8 Feb, 1 UNLNY
berg burg
Vechta S of Oldenburg Oldenburg 539 8,13 ~ NPG S3 agch 38 SPDLO
Grundaus near Koenigsberg Oste sLh.Li2 20.3 - NPG Ss Morch 38 SPDLO
; Preussen .
ILabiau near Koenigsberg Oste. - Poles Ss July L3 Pol. Rew.
Preussen
Hammerstein neer Schlochau Pommern 53,1 16.57 - NPG Ss 36 ' S3RPR
Hohenbrueck near Cammin Pommern 5358 1LaL7 - Poles Ss Juy L3 Pol.. Rews
Schneide~ near Deutsch Pommern 53016 16,28 - NPG SS 36 S3RFPR
muehl . Krone
Vulken— near Stettin Pormern 53425 13l - NPG Ss April 37 . - Neue
Werft _ o Weltbuehne
Erf Erf -
rfurt neer Erfurt Prove Sachsen 50.58 11. & NPG Ss v ;
fr~®fem~  near Grirma Prov. Saﬂdlsen 1.% 2.3 = NPG SS i’zéhﬁ% g ' §P D1O
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IDENTIFICATION OF GERMAN CONCENTRATION CAMES

Adminig~

Geographic

Number  Type Last
trative coordinete of of date of
Neme. Location district (approximete) priscners prisoner Guerds report ‘Notes Sources
Na Eeo
Hohnstein E of Dresden Sachsen 51.3 13.l5 - a) NFG SS March 38 -
_ ; b)- PG Army 5 Apr. L3 Stemmleger 1B &
Koenigstein near Firna Sachsen 50.57 13,57 - a) NPG SS 36 - =
' : b) POF - Army 12 Dec, 43 Disciplinary S3RPR
camp f.
Officers
Ste Georgs near Leipzig Sachsen 51,20 12.23 - women TS Lpre 37 - Neue Weltbuehne
Hospital : _ ) .
Lichtenburg near Torgau Sachsen 51.3L 13,15 1,100 NPG SS 20 Feb. Ll CID 60287
Ortenstein near Zittau Sachsen 50.5L 148 = = NPG sS 26 - SZRTR
Osterstein near Kirchberg Sachsen 50637 12,32 - NTG 8s Merch 36 - SPDLO
Reichenbach near Zwickau Sachsen 50,43 12,29 - _NFPG Ss 36 - 83RFR
Sachsenburg  near Flocha Sachsen 50452 13,3 1,500 NPG 8s March 36 - Living Age !
Sonnenburg near Chemnitz Sachsen 50,50 12,55 1,500 NG 8S March 38 - SEDLO =
Zoerbig near Bitterftld Sachecn 5137 12,20 - NG g8 Mereh- 38 - SPDLO ' .
Frankenstein near Heisse Schlesien 50,29 17.20- - re SS 36 - S3RFR
Frankentel near Neumarkt Schlesien 51.9 16635 - _ NPG SS March 78 - S3KPR
Gross Rosen near Striegleu Schlesien 50655 16420 - Poles 8s . Jul3- - Poles Rews
Leschwitsz ‘neer Goerlitz Schlesien 51,10 15,0 - NPG SS 36 - S3RPR
Muensterberg 8 of Breslau  Schlcsien 51,7 17.0 - _NPG ss Marca 3R - SFDLO
Waldenburg necr Sclweid— Schlesion 50051 16,28 - PG g 34 - S3RFR
nitz
Lhrensboeck  neer Eutin " Schleswig 5Le9 10437 - NPG S3 26 A S3RIR
Holstein . : ' .
Am Suhrskemp near Ratzeburg Schleswig 53043 10.L7 - NPG SS 36 - S3RPR
Holstein » g
Eutin nesr Newmienster Schleswig 5l5 10,0 . NPG SS  lMarch 38 - SPDLO =
- Holstein =
Glueckstedt near Glueck-  Schleswig 53e48  9.25 - - NPG S8 March 38 - SFDLO =
stadt Holstein ' =
Heide neer Toenning Schleswip 5lLel9 8459 = NPG SS 26 e S3RPR =
Holstein - ’
Ochtumsand near Oldenburg Schleswig 54«19 10454 - NEG .85 .. 36 - S3RFR

Holstein
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Adminis- Geographic Number Tvpe Last
trative coordinate of af date of
Name Location district (approximate) prisoners p-isoner Guards roport Notes Sources
° E. '

Rend sburg near Kiel Schleswig 5L.20 10,9 Lo Norwsge - 27 Dece 43 =

Holstein i s
Rickling near Neumuenster Schleswig 5L.5 10,0 - NPG SS liarch 38 - SPDLO

Holstein
Blankenheim near Weimer Thueringen 50,58 11,20 - NPG SS March %8 - SPDLO
Buchemwald near Weimar Thueringen 50658 11,20 20,000 NPG SS L4 Jan, Lt = Norwe Inf,
Bad Sulza near Jene Thueringen 50.56 11.35 4,000 Russians SS Janas U3 - Freies Deutsch-

. : land Mexiczo

Untermassfeld near Meuningen  Thueringen 5063L 10.2L - NPG - ss Merch 38 - SFDLO
Bergkamen near Kamen T‘v"e_stphalen 51,36  '[.39 - NPG ss March 38 - SFDLO
Eilpe near Altena Westphalen 51.18 740 - NPG SS 34 - S3RPR
Osnabrueck  near Osnabrueck Westphalen 52:17 B3 - NPG ss %6 - S3RFR
Sennelager near Neuhaus Westphalen 5l.l)y  8sL43 - NPG SS March 38 - SPDILO
Wanne Eickel near Bochum Westphalen . 51029 7,11 - NFG Ss VMarch 38 - SFDLO
Wattenscheid near Bochum Westphalen 51.29 7.1l - NPG Ss 36 - S3RPR
Gotteszell near Gmuend Wuertemberg 8.8  9.48 - NEG SS April 37 - Neue Weltbuehne
Kuhberg near Bleubeuren Wuertemberg Les26  9.L7 - - NEG SS Nov, 37 - ~ ECRFPA
Welzheim near Schorndorf Wuertemberg LBeliB 9,33 - NPG ss April 37 - Neue Weltbuehne

-QQ“
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German Concentration Camps with Unknown Location

Jewish concentration camp between Leipzig and Breslau,

12 March L4L4. "The Jewish Way" INYC i
Reports from POW of English nationality: In a small
village between Leipzig and Breslau near the railway .
POW found a Jewish concentration camp., Hundreds of
men and women half star?1ng were held behlnd barbed
wire. : .

Cump Blaricum  Aug. 43 CID h5210

Camp Westerbork Oct. 43 London ¢ID 5106a
2,200 prisoners, many ill, were transported in cattle
cars from camp Westerbork on 20 July 43. (Probably
camp Westerbork in Holland,) ;

Camp Kaefertal Source H 26 Feb, Lh.

Italians are held in camp Kaefertal, (Camp Kacfertal
is probably located betwsen Mannheim’' end Heidelberg
in Baden,)

Camp Luckerwalde Source H 9 Feb. 44,

French priscners arc held in camp Luckerwalde,
Mecklerburg. (No place in Mecklenburg could be
found with the name Luckerwalde, but there is a
village Luckerwalde near Juebe‘bog in Erandenburg )

Camp between Neustadt and Nelsse, Slle51a. hug. 43 ' CID. 45L10
Concentration camp for Germeon soldiers, 23 Dec. 42. CID 20 bl
A special concentration camp (Sonder Fonuuntrdtionoluper)'

has been set up for suspected German soldiers, returnlng
from the Russian front, _

Concentration camp in Eastern Prdssia; 12 June 43, CID 37358

A concentration camp for German officers and men,
deserters from the army, hus becn set up in Eastern
Prussia. There are 2,000 prisoners. They are clad
in Polish uniforms to hide the fact that there are

so many German deserters, : ;%
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