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SULMARY

1. After the last war, the reaction to defeat and the
restrictions of the Versailles Treaty brought about the
forﬁgtion of volunteer military organizations or Free Corps.
These groups fought on the eastern frontier to prevent

any territorial changes, opposed the Allied occupation of
the Rhineland, and waged a civil war in Germany to prevent
the democratic alteration of tﬁe political and social
structure of Germany;

2. The Free Corps were composed 1argely of officers

and professional soldiers who lacked either civil or
military employment. They were supported by social groups
which feared the consequences of a democratic state in
Germany and by economic leaders who wished to reestablish
Germany's international position. Financial support was
given by the members of the industrial and financial leader-
ship which at a later time supported the Nazi Party.

3. Acting under pressure from the Allies, the German Govern-
ment formally dissolved the Free Corps in 1920. While

many members returned to civilian life, the activiéts
refused to give up their fight for the remilitarization

of Germany and the overthrow of the Weimar state. They
formed secret military leagues which operated as an "under-
ground" throughout the existence of the Weimar Republic.

Due to the lack of effective controls by the Allies and

the presence of sympathetic elements in the German judiciary
and Army; the Weimar government was never able to suppress
completely the actions and "Feme" murders of the secret
military leagues.

L; The Free Corps men and the secret leagues were gradually
absorbed into the Nazi Party. At the present time, many

high officials of the Party are former Free Corps leaders,
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while countless others were recruited for the SA and SS.
Other Free Corps men have become prominent in economic

administration and in the Arny.
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THE P.»LT’I’ERN OF ILLEGAL ANTI-DEMOCRATIC ACTIVITY

I. THE FREE CORPS AND SECRET MILITARY LEAGUES

Aftér the German defeat in 1918, théré was a wide-
spread nationalistic reaction to the revolution.and the
formation of the new republic, the provisions of the
Treaty of Verséillés, and the changes in the pre-war
frdntiers.“‘Thié'reaotion, resulting, in part, in the
formation of volunteer militery groups of Freé Corps, pro-
duced both a civil war in Germany and an undeclared war on
the German fromtiers.

A.. Origin and Composition of the Free Corps

The activity of the Free Corps in the period impmee: - .-
diately folld$ing'the German defeat was inspired by many
historic exampiés of nationalist struggles by Germans against
foreign controls. Instances were found in the Middle Ages
and the Thirt&TYbars' War, but the chief inspiration cane
from the German Struggle against French and Austrian control
in the nineteenth century. The methods of overcoming thec
limitations placed on the Prussian Army in 1806 by Napoleon
were idealized as the proper way to create ‘a bodyqof_trained
reserves to strengthen the small army permitted. by the
Treaty of Versailles. The names of Germans who fought against
the French were attached to important Free Corps after 1919.;

In 1916—1919 the lack of control either by the German :.
Government or Allied authority permitted the revival of. .
activist nationalism dirccted by the Free Corps against the
Weimar Républic and those foreign states held responsible
for the 1iﬁitations on national sovereignty and tcrrito;ial
chanées made in the'bbundaries of pre-war Germany.- -The.

actions of the Free Corps were directed with equal violence

} 1. F. W, von Oertzen, p;g;ggggéggqg;g;giggggg, Mtinchen,
1938, viii-fix.. i RESTRICTED
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against Poles:mﬁussians French, and the "Novenber criminals™
who weke allcged to have stabbe@_the Germn:arny in the back.
The stab-in-the-back legend uni t8&~the activities of: tne
illegal groups and those who operated through the German
parlionentary systen in opposing the republic.

As a result of ‘the revolution the provisional cerAan
Government wss;facediesrly in 1919 by left-wing insurrections
aining at thé croation of a state anad society based on the
successful exampie of the Russian. Bolshev1sts. The character-
istic revolutlonqry device of 1918-1919 was the Workers"
and Soldiers Councilcomparable at least in forn to the |
soviets whlch carried the Russizn Revolution to a success-’
ful conclusion. The councils (Rdte) in Gernony were generally
formed by garrison ‘troops whose emergcnce as a g0verning
power was deeply ‘résented by the conmissioned and non-'
commissioned officers of the front army. éhe workers on-
the councils were identified in the natlonalistlc nind"
w1ﬂlsp§rtaous, the Cornunist organlzotion, whlch in turn -
was belleved to be plotting the Bolshevxzation of Gernany.

In addltion to revolutionary threats, the confusion of the
post-wor yesrs pernitted: the rGV1vol of separatlst sﬂd
particulorist novencnts which had long been dormant. Seprra;
Ftism was in direect ‘conflict with the notionolist ains' of -

;thc Free Corps which'fought to. prcvent any dlsnenberrent of".
EGernany. | ' e : , |

Iﬁ is not p0531ble to-list oll the Free Corps
Home Defense Lcagues - Border Defense Leagues, Acadsnic
Guards, and countlcss other groups whlch sprong up in all
,parts of Germnny in the confused days which followed ‘1918,
‘The Free Corps ‘Whieh are of the greotost traditionallst
_:1nportance among ‘these  groups, went through two stages "of.
development. In terms of their origin, thcy were theorctically
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establlshed by Gustav Noske, the Social Democratlc Minister
of Defense, as volunteer forces to suppress 1nternal dis=-
ordep and guard the frontiers. In this sense, the Free
Corps can be construed as "legal" institutions}ééfving the
republic as transitional defense fbrqos pending.the estab-
lishnent of the Reichswehr and a police force. They took an
cath to support the government and protect the Fatherland.
After the establishment of security forces in 1919; however,
the Free Corps continued to operate as illegal bodies in
deflance both of a gcvernment order to disband and the
Law for"~ the Defense of the Republic (1920) which forbade
the exlstence of nilltary leagues., ‘ :
The firgtﬂfree Corps uppuuréd‘in Berlin in Deccnber .
-1918, when the General Staff, acting on the suggestion of
Kurt von Sch}eicher, authorized enlistnents in volunteer
groups to provide for border defense and general security_
troops-in"the Reich.l Under the provisions of this duthor-
ization, a Free Corps was establishcd by General Maercker
coriposed’ of officérs and men picked from the 214th Diviqinﬁ
in Berlin,- The great mﬁjority,pf the nen selected for tho

Freiwillige Landes-JHgerkorps were frbnt-line.sergednts,_

while the officers were the professionhls of the oidLInperial we
officers corps.® Maercker offered his Free_Cprps.to the
government, and its slogan "For Law and Ordér against
Spartacus™ appealed to Nosket;who was faced with the problen
of suppressing_ﬂommunist disb;der without.éffective militdry

forces. This developmeﬁt in Berlin was paralleled by the

1. Gerhardt Thomée, Der Wiederaufsteig des Deutschen Heeres,
1919-30, Berlin, 1939, pp. 15=25, Von Schleicher, later a
General and Chancellor; was killed in the Blood Purge of 1934.
2. J. Benoist-Mechin, History of the German Arny since the
Arnistice, Zurich, 1959 I, 1163 General von Maercker, - - ..
Vo Kalserheer zum Relchswehr, Geschichte des Freiwilligen
Landes-Jagerkorps, Lelpzig, 1921. e
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formation of hundreds of volunteer defense groups through-
out Gernany. ; - . Vit ,%_

ks The average Free¢Corps was a volunteer military
organlzation grauped around a leader. Its group llfe was - -
oontrolled by the tradltions of authoritarian nllitary
disciplinq_and-obedlonce inherited—from the Imperlal Arny.
Thétwérd of the leaderlof the Corpsiﬁas absolute ‘and he
could puniuh soverely any infr ctions of the rules, which

were' either nade by the 1eador who recruited the group or

were based on the model of the Grund1egender Befehl of the

Maercker Landos-Jagerkorps. These-regulations,_which re-
flected Prussian :military traditions, were enforced"ﬁy

non~-conmissioned officers assisted by Vortrauensleutal(agents).--

in the ranks. _ For betrayal of the: secrets of the - groups

about personnel Oor sources of funds and nunitlons, the punlsh-

ment was death ~a procedure which dovelopcd into the Fene

murders. The Free corps beoanb, thereforu; an inmportant

factor in spreadlng the conception «of authoritarian rule,

as each groupropgrated strictly on the leadership_prlnciple.i ci L
The comﬁosition of the Free Corps variéd, bgplphef-\ |

na jority of:tﬁa nembers was drawn from the officéﬁs and

front soldiers of the old'afﬁ&. One ‘of the outstanding ffeél

Corps men, Ernst von Salomann mhkes the point that the nembers

cannot be el;ssified as sociological types or nembers’ of any

specific economic status or agc_g;oup.l He clang that the

post-war fighters. were notivated solely by consi@erationé‘df

patriotism and were:"Unitéd'in'spiritﬂ with nationalistic

fighters of all typGS'in“Géfnaﬁ-history. Nevertheluss,_the

—

i e o e,
-m FEERETY.

officers, landlords and others fron rural areas =-. xn

general from the conservqbive groups in Gernqn society whioh

="

l.. Ernst von Salomann; Ndhe Geschichte
S Ve RESTRICTED
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feared the spread of gommunism and the growth in political
power of the proletariat and the urban petty bourgeoisie.
For the most part, the members of the Free Corps
were either young men who had known no profession’but that’
of fighting, or officers ﬂ?o'had received no vcbatibnél -
training except in militafy tactigs. ' They were the ;
activists who could not adapt themselves to peaceful life '
and who sought to protect their ideological and vocational
interests by violent' action against a‘wide variety-of
alleged eneJ:nj.es.:L e
In the révolutionary period immediéteiy“fbllowiné
defeat, the officers regardéd the members of the Soldiers
and Workers-Councils (R&te) as "Schweiné}" When the Tront
army marched home, many officers were: ‘assiulted in ‘the
streets by the revolutionaries and insignia and dedorations
were torn off their ‘uniforms. The ‘Army was demobilized
under the authority 6f the councils and the officers were
turned loose with little hope of emblbymenﬁ. The Allied
peacc terms, &s well as the attitude of the Weimar government,
made it evident that the vast majority of the former officers
would not be able to pursue theifﬁ%ilitary carcers or obtain -
employment consistent with their senise of honor and importance.

The limitation of the army to 1oo,ooo"meh' d'estro'yed the

l. (No statistics have. ever been colleoted concerning the
social status and age groups of the personnel of the Free Corps.
The following table of ages represented in the Corps is based

on the ages 'of the German members of Mﬂaor Fletchert's" -
Baltische Landeswehr who were killed in action in the Baltic war.
These figures are derived from Die Baltische Landeswehr,
herausgegeben von Baltische Landeswehrverein, 1929.

Age EE;.EEEEEQ Age No. kllled Age No. killed
15 & o 21 B 27 19 '
18 6 22 .8 28 13

17 19 23 TR A Ty . .29 5D

18 &3 24 20 .. . 5?:-:55 .13

19 41 25 S 36«40 5

24 31 26 14 41-50 17

Over 58 6
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personal futurg of the officers; ln thslr op1n10n~it we als6-~-*
a aumillation‘%o the national honor “of- Germanyf’;mnegﬂree~cﬂnb8,
therefore served-a dual purpose.»— thoy providodﬁb&ﬂﬁ‘empley-7
ment in-thefprofessioﬁ of arms, aﬁd at. the $amd' %ime,ﬁrbv1dedd
means. for_ rebuilding the power of defoated. Germany._g_ ‘ Hif

T In addltion to the officers, the Free Corps ;}traetod

: \
the front soldiers, ‘who after. four years ‘of war,

"wsro

'acoustomed to a life filled- with continuous flahtiog.gu

”#mythology Was developed in Germany sftsr the “ldst: WaT; extoldinb;:

the %rtues of thé' Frontsoldoten.. They wera ideel-i*zéiii Fnp
‘t.‘!' M\. ',,_ .

nationallstic Titeraturc and the outlook attr\oﬁibﬁyto“thém

w&s important in notlvotlng the Froee Corﬂ§ as well as eon—'
servetive-nationallst politics. Varlous orgonivatlons ‘were
founded to perpetuate ‘the spirit. of "comradeship" of bha‘front
soldiers or to extend thdt spirit to German youth who hed not
been engaged in war.

" The Free Corps rapidly developed their own mythology in
justlfication of thoir oxistcnce. The names of Yorck SChlll
Lutzow Blsmarck Hindenburg .and S%her natlonellst heroes appeared
on their standards. The flag of the Ehrhqrdt Msrine Brlgade
contalned the symbol of a Viking ship, whlle thu Hﬁmburg Freec

Corps in the Baltische Landeswehr carriad above the Honswéflag

‘the black pennant.of the famous pirate Klaus Stbrteboeker.

Meny Free Corps men pletured themselves as tho surccssors of

the TEQtonic Knights who brought ."a new fﬂith and a new race into
| the.worldﬂ and saved,Gormsny from "bhe“451dtlc_h9rdes."l Other

groups, partieuloriy the Rossbach Brigade, not"oniy-spoke in
“terms of German netionelism, but openly-glorifiedﬂthe male

society of the Frce Corps and regardodfhomosexualiky as dif-

f?rentiating them“from the ordinary ¢ivilian populﬂtion.

~B. The Activities of the Free Corps
: The Berlin government called the Free Corps into existence

._Al
l. Salomann, The Outcasts, 61-65; Naohe Geschichte, 18-19.
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in’1919 to suppress the Communist uprisings. In Berlin, .
the Spdrtaéist insurrections were crushéd-with great_yibience
and the leaders, Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht, u#re |
"shot while attempting to escape." The same pattern %as |
used in suppressing the Spartacist movement and the Rﬂtoref .
publik elsewhere throughout Germany. After the assassination
of Kurt Eisner, the Free Corps of southern Germany convenged
on Munich to destroy the Soviet Republic, while those of
northern Germany marched on the-Communist stronghold in
Hamburg. In western Germany, the Corps were less succoqqrgl

in opposing the revolutionaries. The Freikorps Litzow was

driven out of Remscheid and was saved only by.flight across

the demarcation line into occupied' territory. The Frei-

korps Lichtschlag was wiped out at Wetter a. Ruhr. .

The use of thesc volunteer corps against the revoluﬁionary
cleménts 6f the German populatibh strengthened the existing
rmutual antagonisms between the conservative-nationalist
‘ groups and thé proiétaridt; Yet the government considered

that it had little choice but to ertrust its defense £0:groups
which were détorminéd to overthrow the republic. So -much
~dia the government ‘fear the leftists that it brought the

. Maercker Landes-Jé4gerkorps to Weimar in 1919 to guard the

National Assembly while the constitution was being written.

The use of the Frec Corps to suppress the revolution did a
great.deal to establish the anti-Bolshevist and anti-democratic
attitudes which were:finally integrated into the totalitar;an
phiiosophy of the Third Reich.®

2Eg, daf
C. The War on the German Fronticrs and Military Counter-

- revolutlon

The war on the German frontiers after the armistice was
of greater importance in the formulution of the traditions of
continuous fighting and in the devalopment of subvergive

techniques. The first phase of Free Corps activity on the
RESTRICTED
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frontiers was iﬁ'éﬁs Baltio'statés of Latvia, Estonia, and
Lithuania which ﬁad'besn sssupiea by Germen troops.at the time _.
of the Russian ﬁsvolﬁtion and tﬁs Treaty of Brest-Libavsk,
!hs'g;mistice in#918 specifically called for the withdrawal of
the Germans, but srtsr the threatened invasion of the Baltic
states by the de Arny, the Allies -did not press the demands.

for the evacuation of thd German troops. These troops undor the

control oﬁgGsnsral von der Golz werc combined into several
units, such as the Iron Divieion, madec up. of numerous Freoe

Corps; and tho ‘Baltischo Lrrdeswshr which includsd German Free

Corps, Whits Russians. Balt landlords and Latviangs.. The_
Latvian Government promised citizenship, 1and and pay to all
German volunteers who:served for a minimum_of?fsuruwesks;in “
thege formations. In April 1919, the Balt landisrds in‘sﬁs.ll
Landsswehr overthrsw the Latvian Government and established ; 2
military diotatorship which was supported by the Germans._

In the face of an-Allied demand to disband his corpu,'“-
von der Golz ‘invadod Estonia.and was-badly . dsfeatsd in the .
battle of Wendén. The Germans: persisted.in their rsfusal to
withdraw fror Latvia: despite: the retreat of the Red &rng untlli ;
the Allios threatenéd a renewal of the blockade. Thc Gernsn
Governnent finally deerecd ‘that all Germans who had not rC~
turned acrosstms frontier- by ‘11 Novenber 1919 would lose their~f4~
citlzenship. FOTe S A i g g "

Tho letlc war is important. in, bstabllshinﬂ tho traditions’
of Fres Gorps aatlvity and solidarity. The personnel drawn
from all parts of Germany, and led bylthe East Prussian
aristocracy, fought against the de Arny with the approval of
the German Government which providsd them with arms, mﬁnizions,
and uniforns fror the storss of tho Imporial Arny.  ‘The

ultimate authority over tha Baltischc Landeswehy and the Iron

Division was the.Latvian Governmant, but in reality the German
i RESTRICTED ... : .
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formations wefte. froe—booting expoditions, approVed b? the
German Goverhrient and General staff, intelt on fighting ‘and
seizing- land.- Von der Golz planned the estaqggshmont of an
independent buf:er statelin the Baltic made up;of German soldier-
farmers who, it was claimed would be.constantly prepared to + ..
defend Germany and the world uguinst Russian Bolshevism.

i The leaders read to the Free Gorps the German .Govesn-
nent!s order to disband and turn in their arms, “but they
refused to comply. The nmajor groups marched back to Germany,
firm in the belief that they were carrying out a “"world mission"
of combating "the unholy congequénées of Russian Bolshevism."l
The bands soon appearpd.as the'inatrument of the counter-
revolution against the Weimaf ﬁtate'wheﬁ the German corps

marched from Riga to Berlin to participate in the Kapp Putsch

of 1920:- . _ I

The effort to overthrow the Weimar state by the Kapp
Putsch was based;éh the military péwer of the Ehrhardt Marine
Brigade -and other Free Corﬁs. The Ehrhardt Brigade marched
into Berlin from 1ts ﬁintér quarters at Doberitz on 13 March.

1920, where -1t was_greeted by Ludendorff and numerous

Relchswehr generals. The geniﬁs of therﬁapp Putasch was not.
Kapp, but Ehrhardt who was regarded in conservative-nationalist
circles gs the, potphfisl “savior“ of Ge}many' His objective
was the. overthrow of the rppublic and th9 establishment - o?

‘&' military dictatorship Which would recover Garmany s lost¥
prestige. and prepare the way for the restoration of the

monarchy.. . The Brigade, composed 1argely of former naval

officers, .represented the aristocracy and’ ultra-conservative

=1

“oigoelal .groups. Thp troops carried the 1mperia1 flag and
. their helmets bore rhe awastika emblem.' Many smaller Free
Corps flocked to the Ehrhardt atandard and local insurrections

£

T Darstellungen aus den Nachkriegskampfer dputscher Truppen

und. Freikorps, ‘Die Kampfe -um Baltikum nach der zwelten

Einnahme von Riga 1938. e R g T
RESTRIGTPD,
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took place in several parts of Germany. The Putsch, how-
ever, was centered almost entirely in Berlin and in the
area cast of the Elbe River. 1In Bavaria, the Social Demo-
sratie government was forced out by the Free Corps, and 1n
Central Germany there were many disturbances,but no clear-
cut majority appeared for elther side, In the rest of
Germany, the population declared themselves in favor of the
republic.1

The Kapp Putsch was not suppressed by the'military

forces of the republic, nor were the perpetrators ever
punished for thelr treasonable activity. The Putsch was
liquidated by a general strike called by the trade unions,
a fact which deepened the hostility between the Free Corps
and German labor.

At the same time that the Free Corps were fighting
in the Baltlc states and attempting a Putsch in Berlin,
another undeclared war was being fought in Silesia. The
Treaty of Versallles stipulated that the German troops
evacuate Sllesia and that the area be placed under inter-
national control until a plebiscite should decide its
ultimate disposition. The Poles, under the former Reichsteg
deputy Korfanty, revolted ageinst the Germans and in the
local elections in November 1919 won a clear majority.

The Free Corps immediately begen to gather and were united

Into a Kampforganisation des deutschen Sohutzbﬁndes, Operating

under the orders of the old Sixth Army Corps at Breslau,

The headquarters staff in Breslau consisted of Relchswehr

- officers on indefinite leave. The fleld headquarters of the
German volunteer foroces was at Kattowiltz, A sum of 20 million
marks 1s reputed to have been granted by thé German Govern-

ment while the remainder of the cost was borne by the minc

1. ~Fosenberg, History of the German Republic, 135 ff.
' RESTRICTED
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'owners;'heavy'induatries, and blg estates whdse.interests
would be affected by the transfer of Upper Sileslia to Poland.
I ‘The members of the Free Corps were divided into small
groups under the commsnd of an officer. They lived on the
big estates as agricultural workers and experts, and the
commanding officer was ucuslly the "manager" of the estate,
‘as for example the future Nazi le=der, Martin Bormann, who
was an éstate'manager while serving as chief of staff of the
“Rossbach Brigade. Many railway workers enrolled as members
of the Frec Corps and by commandeering entire trains played
a vital role in ‘the transportation of men and supplies.
Various devices were used to smuggle arms in defiance of
the Allied ‘Control Commission, such as the_sending in of
"thotisands‘of rifles without butts labeled as "scrap iron."
“The butts Wwére then manhufactured  in. the Woodworking_depart-
 ment of the Friedenshlitte foundry and guns assembled 1in secret
" arsenals. The large, firms of'Berg_und-Hﬁttemanﬁl}Laupahﬂtte

and others, contributed money' and gave positions to, the Freu

Corps lesders to dlsgulseé thelr .opersations. .The. Einwohnerwehr
" (home defense leagued) in ‘the ‘towns along the demarcation line

drilled openly and refused ‘to glve up their arms, while the

‘Sicherheitspolizel distributéd guns to the civilian population
" “in open defilance of the law and international controls. The
“Ffee Corps egtablished an esplonage service operating as =2

purchasing agency for the Wera Kompagnie fUr Chemische-

technische Produkte, located in the hotel which served as the

chief rendezvous for the offlicers of the International Com-
mission. The most daring members of the Corps were chosen

as "speclal police" 6f the Kampforganisction. A former police

inspector trained them in ‘the art of "fighting in the dark"

in a speclal school in Kattowltz, and they studled such subjects

RESTRICTED
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as the neﬁhod of falsifylng passports, ShadowinéTsﬁspects,
use of explosives, and 1ockpicking | i

| The 1ntern&tional .control forces arrived in 1920
but desplte their presence the Qermans *dnd Poles fought
each other in small armed bands and propagandized for the
coming plebispite. After the Germans won an outstanding
victory iﬁ1the pleblscite, the Poles ﬁgain revolted and the
Free Corps opened a general offensive which resulted in
the capfqre of .Annaberg. Thé German troops finally with-
drew inI1920.bqt only after the French threatened éo_oc— |
cupy the ﬁuhr_unless they laild down their arms. o

D. The Struggle ageinst Allied Occupation

The oeccupation of the Rhineland by Allied?fdrcés |
after thé.wﬂ? provided a motivation £or the Free'Cofps.té.l
sabotaée fhe work of .the occupation forces és ﬁeillqs tb
combat the Berlin Government which acceptpd the neace sot; ;
tlement.__Thehngtionglistic groups, however, could not opprqte_
openly 16 the face of strict military controls, but could
only carry out their work as gsecret sociletles, |

 The extent of nattonslistic opposition in the Rhinem'
land depended on the strength of separatist tendencieq and
the nature of the. occupation policy. “In the American zone,
no widespread resistance developed ‘due to the comparativo _
freedon of ﬁolificﬁl action. ' In the French and’ Bplginn zones,
where locnl political 1ife was more rigidly oontrolled h"'”-
widespread resistance was developed by ‘the Free Corns. Bbth
nationﬂlistic and Gommunist groups were orgqnized to a smallh
extent among the local 1nhabi$ants or were dispatched 1n
large nﬁmbérs fron other -parts of- Gérnany to fight pr1mnr11y

against the Rh;nglanq;ggpagatists.

Yoo -"r;,' 2
M L

1. A full account of. these techniques may be found in
Glombowskl, Frontiers of Terror, pp. 86-7, 65.
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The fight s2gainst occupation and separa;ian wag
particularly strong after the extenslon of the French
occupation to the FRuhr in 1923. When French troops came
in, the leaders of the former corps called thelr trusted
men to assemble secretly'ahd prepare for war, One of the
leading spirits of the Ruhr struggle was Leo Schlageter,
claimed by the Ng;is as 6ne of thelr earlyv martyrs and ex-
tolled by the COmmuqisfé in 1923 'as a hero of German
nationalism. His cqrps, along with many others, flocked’
to the Ruhr to engagé in éabotage Of.transportation faci— " -
lities. Their chief work, however, was in ppevehtiné”the.
establishment of the Rhenish Republic by the Rhineland
separatist movement. An esplonage 5??“103399a115d the
Lorenzer group, was sef up.by Schlageter-fo”;by:ohlthéu
separatists and on any ﬁermaﬁ who gave help op_informationj
to the French. The group notlonlY‘dchovered ﬁfd—French
elements 1n.the German population, but also executed some of
them as traitors. Meny members of the government of the
Khenish Republic were shot by the Fpee Corps. '

" The Free Corps operated as secret groups in the

Ruhr in the face of the 5§positidn of the Berlin Govefnment.
and‘the Rkeichswehr, dé well as the-French_military.forces.
The efficlient French controls made’ impossible any ﬁidespread
action and after Schlagefer was shot and numerous otﬁef
actlvlists sent to the Frénch penal 0010“1683 the Free Corps

opposition subsided,
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II. THE SECRET AND CAMOUFLAGED SOCIETIES

By 1920, the actions of the Free Corpl had developed
to such proporticks that action was taken against then by
the German Governmcnt.gnd the Allied states. In that year
the Allies ordered the digsolution of all Free Corps and
Home Defense Leagues and the turning in of 2ll arms.t
International controls were established in Gormany and _
police officials were authorized to collect the forpiddeﬁ
arms and to turn them over to the Allied authoritics, making
necessary a change in tactics by the nationalist forces.

& An attenpt by the Free Corps leaders to oontinﬁe their
actions by legal neans did not succeed. In 1922, variocus

Free Corps leaders established the Gernan Racial Liberty

Party'(beutsohq Volkischen Freihertspartei)based on the
theory of racial nationalism and seékiﬁg the destruction

of the peace:settlement and the revival of German power.

The party was cqmposed'bf splintep_groups of the extromé
rightist partiosland.the Free Corps; IIt sccured the support
of three Reichsﬁqg deputics led by von Graefe and in the
clections of- 1924 the party-obtéiﬁed nearly two million votes.
_fhé'ﬁacial<Liborty Party sponsorcad £he formation of military
iééghés, camouflaged as sports associations under the lecader-
shlp of the notorious Rossbach.ﬂ In igzs these 1eﬁgues'wére
offered by von Graefo to the government with thp suggostion
that under tho command of Ludcndorff they could be used to
suppress the Soeial Denocrats and Conmunistsuas a_prulude to
war against the French in the RuhrJ: THis plan,ﬁgs Bﬁpbsed
by the Reichswehr, and Rossbach was arrested and kopt in
prison until the enﬁ of the year, while Ludendorff wandered

back to Munich to help HitYer in- fhasBeor -HalX Pdtsch. ~

i.' Daniels, Rise of the German Republic, pp. 157-158.
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_Bk_ﬁﬁe end of 1924, the Racial Liberty Party had lost its
strength as the majority of the nembers either returned to
the rightist parties or joincd the Nazis:
_ "The nost cffeective form of organized activity was
the seegret and camouflaged groups. The entire liét of
sceret societics is too numerous to mention. The following
list includes some of the important éxamplos of illegal
er canouflaged socictMs which cxisted in Germany to éaﬁiy
on the fight against the Weirar étate and the peacelépructure.

A. Organization Consul (0C)
The OC was formed by the officers ofwfhe Ehrhardt -
Brigade and the Garde Kavalorie Schitzen Division. After

the failure of the Kapp Putsch, Ehrhardt fledlﬁd'Hunggry
through the.friendly help of the Munich pblice, where he
liﬁed-upder the protection of GBub8s, who later did.tﬁé
Nazis great service as Prime Minister of Hﬁngafy; .Ehfhardt
returncd to Munich with a falsc passport issued to Consul
‘von Eschwege, hence -the nane Organization Consul, He lived
~with PripoesslHohenlphe and his brganiéhtibn is alleged to
have becn-financed by the rennants of the 0ld Pan-Gernan
League. '

The OC was in no sense-a noss organization and con-
tained few bourgeois elements, except those specifically
empioyed to carry out acts of violence. According to its
statutes, the aristocratic officer personnel combated the
Manti-national Weinar constitution." Their ains were stated
.-as;: the prevention of the conplete revolutidnizing of Gérmany;
the creation.of a strong national government to prevent
~internal disorder; the negation of the Versailles decié;on
- 0 disarn Germany. The OC was strictly authoritarian, and
the entire organization was based on unquestioning obediencc.
Provisions werc made for punishing those who betrayed'itsh |

. secrets, and since the -OC operatéd‘oﬁtside the pale of law,
RESTRICTED



“. 18 = ' RESTRICTED
it utilized the apparatus of the Fene nurder to enforce
its decisions.

The basic nethod of attack emplbyed by the OC was
rnurder. In 1921, two nenbers of the organization, Heinrich
Schulz and Heinrich Tillessen, assassin&ted the centrist .
deputy Erzberger who had signed the armistice and who was
held resﬁbnsible for the "stab in the back." The details
of -the Sirder were planned by Manfred von‘Killinger., The
nurdérers fled to Munich and police officials helped then
to procecd to Hungary where, like Ehrhardt, they lived at
the' countTy estate of GEmbSs.

““ The Hungarian dovornment rofused to pernit the.
extraditién 6f the nurderers. Killinger was sentenced to
eight mdhths in jail.. After serving'his séntcnce, he was -
given the ﬁositioﬁ of manager of the Junkers airplane plant-
in'Spain; which nanufactured illegal military aireraft fop
the Gernan arny. In 1929, Killinger was elécted‘as a deputy .
of the Nazi Party to the Saxon Landtag, and after 1933 he
TO0Se quickl# in the party hierarchy, becoming Minister President
of Saxony, dansul-Generul in Los Angeles, and later Minister
to Rumania. In the following year, two other renmbers of the
0C, Kern and Fischer, assagsinated Foreign Minister Walter
Rathenau. Tholmurderers were killed by'thé-police. The
details of the murder were planncd by TEchdw;.whb was .
arrested and éentenceq:to fifteen years in prisoh. After a
short time he escaped_hpdqjoinad the French Foreign Legion, .
reappearing‘iﬁ 1940 uéﬂa£Erench officer in Marsecille selling
false passports to German refuge:s. Ehrhardt was afrgsteq
under the name of Eédhwgge,lbut‘was freed when his comiadgs
broke into the jdi; ané(killed his guards. A%ber'tﬁe ;arciogl__'
trial- of the OC in 1924, Ehrhardt was pardoned by tne govern=
ment amne§t§ of tﬁat year and his.full peﬁéioﬂﬁrights were
restored, it is“runoréd that, he disappeared in the Nazi purge

of 1934. S RESTRICTED
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.The OC was cssentially a coordinating agency
directing the activities of organizations which enjoyed the
benefits of legality. The chief front organizations for the
0C werc the Vikingbund and the Neudeutsche Bund which openly

engaged in pre-nilitary training.

¥

B. 0Oberland Bund and Werwolf

Another subversive organization which carried on the

ideal of thc Free Corps was the Oberland Bund, a product of

Bavarian separatisn and opposition to rule cxerciscd from
Berlin.l Iho_group canmc intc cxistence at the tine of the
Bavarian Sbvict Republic when soldiers fronlﬁpe Alpine Corps
of the Imperial arny forned a Frec Corps at Eichstgtt. A8
the Corps increased in size, it changed its namc to the

Freikorps Oberland and after 1920 to the Oberland Bund.

The edelweiss symbol of the Bund was a faniliar sight in Gernman

~illegal fighting in Munich and in Upper Silesia,where a

nunber of nmen were lost in the storning of Abhaberg,

After 1920, the Bund engaged in political.dbﬁivity and

propaganda in Munich. Its periodical Das.dritte Reich

advocated the "liberation" of Gernany fron the peace treaties
and the inclusion of all Gernans into a "Thifd Reich," with a

governrent based on the leadership principle'strong enough

to dominate all economic groups (i.0., trade unions) in the

Qountry. Under the leadership of Dr, Weber,_the Bund attenpted

_ﬁo_cpncentrate on educution an@ propaganda as preparation

« 4

for a long-tern plan of rearnamcnt and racial nationalisn,

but in 1923 the urge to fight in thc Ruhr was t0o strong to

~withstand. Driven fron the Ruhr by the French, the Bund

_ hjolned Hitler in tho Munich Putsch The organlzatlon was out-

lawed in 1923 by the national govcrnment and the state govern-

T

- nents in Buvariu, Prussiu and Saxcny. HoweVur, tiie Bund

wr

1., Posse, Politische Kaupfbﬂnde, p. 45 £f,
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continued as a secret.organization, concentrating its person-
nel and ideology in the Werwolf, a nationalistic organization
founded in 'Halle on.the day that the French entered the Ruhr.

The Werwolf Mitteldeutscher Schutzverband shortly after

its founding by Hauptmann Fritz Kloppe .changed its name to

Werwolf Bund deutscher Manner und Frontkrieger. -It was in-

tended originally as a youth organlzation, but soon develoned
into a military league to create a trained reserve for the
Relchswehr. The ideology of Werwolf followed the line of

the Oberland Bund in opposing "plutocratic, international,

and Jewish capitalism," but unlike the Bund and the Nazis
they advocated a union with Soviet Russis to achieve this
end. The Werwolfais'an'outatanding example of the Natlonal
Bolshevist movement 1in Germany which hoped to unite the
militarist and revolutionary elements against the Welmar
state and the Western European powers. A youth organization
called Jungwolf provided pre-military training for spprox-
imately 30,000 members.. In 1929, Werwolf decided to enter
politics and was absorbed into several of the extremist right

parties. -
C. Orgesch

Another example of* the military leagues which at-
témpted to perpetuate the ‘spirit of the Free Corps was the

Orgesch in Bavearia. The Organisation Escherich (Orgesch) -

was founded by Georg Escherich after Bavaria declined to
obey the FReich order ‘to dissolve “the home defense leagues

(Einwohnerwehr)-in 1920. It was an attempt to organize

the petty bourééOiaie by stressing that Germany was controlled
'by the "Berlin Bolshevists" and that the Bavarian '"mission"

was tbﬂgﬁrge Géfmﬁhy of aii'revolutiohary elements. Dr. Eschericl
wanted to extend the Orgesch from Bavaria to the entire Relch

in order to_oyerthfdw the'Berliﬂ“Government and institute

Bavarian rdigﬁfn Germany.
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Orgesch was-a fighting organization based on mili~
tary lines and formatlions., It possessed a considerable
arsenal taken from German army stores which the Bavarlan
government 1in 1921 estimated to contain 240,000 rifles,
2ﬁﬁo.machine_guns, 44 fleld pleces =2nd 34 mine-throwers.l
The members fought in Munich in 1919-1920 and formed a major
part of the German forces .in Upper Silesia. "After-1921,
Orgesch was acFive:in.Ba§ariﬁn politics untll 1ts members

were gradually absorbed into the Nazl Party.

D. Other Grqus

Man&lamall_gfpups 1n,camogflaéed form cngaged in-- .
11llegal militﬁry_training or in teaching the ideals of
militant nafionaliém. Among thém, the following may be
mentloned:

1. Blﬁcherbunduwas a group which broke away from the

Oberland Bund over the question of tactiecs. It was founded

by Arnold Rugge, a:Héidelberg Universlity teacher, who was
successful in organizing students to take more violent action
against the "Marxist North" of Germany than was' advocated

by the parentlorganization. .ix was active in. the Ruhr in 1923.

2. Grossdeutsche Jugendbund was founded in Berlin after

the war to revive the old Prussian ideas of-authority and
discipline and to preach the new doctrine of racial natlonalism.
3. Stahlhelm, the organization. of veterans; egtablished

youth organizations which became the haven of ex-Free Corps

members. The most important was Jungstahlhelm with 60,000 <
members. The Scharnhorst Bund and Konigin Lulse provided

anti-republican indoctrination and training in the traditional
military virtues for young boys and girls. Another reactionary

veterans organlzation, gxffhgﬁser Bund, provided pre-military

training for youths in the Kyﬂfhﬁuser Jugend .

i T

1. Danicls, Hise of the German Fepublic, p. 157-8.
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4., Bismarck Bunq with 30,000 members was the youth or-

ganlization of the Deutsphnationale Volkspartel, the most
outspoken of the anti-republican parties with the exceptlon
of the Nazis. The Bismarck Bund with its system of militsry

tralning and development of”pUtschistIattitudes was one of
the most active sucpeéaors of the Free Corps.

5. Jugendbund Schlagefer and Déutéchv%lkisher Jugendbund

Graf Yorck von Wartenburg were, as their names imply, or-

ganizations created by the Free Corps of the same name to
provide 1llegal military training for the Reichswehr reserve.
Their ideological training stressed Germany's military and
mythological past and held that German honor could be avenged
only by violent action.

E. _The Black Keichswehr and the Feme Murders

- Wnile the_Free Corps and illegal groups were spontaneous
organizations:without any central directing agency, the Army
attempted_to qreate an integrated and contfolled military
reserve. The most Bignificaht group sponsored and directed

by 1t _was the Black RGlChBWEhr (Schwarée Reichswehr) recruited

from among the Free Corps fighters returning from Upper
Silesia in 1920. | o |

_The_Black Heiqhswehr was formed by the Army with the
knowledge of.tﬁn civil gdvernﬁenf; It was armed and clothed
from government atores; rnd led By Reichéwehr;officers who

had formerly been prominent in Free Corpé:activity, including

Kottbgs!:Buchrdpker (F#eikofﬁé Eﬁlenberg), and Paul Sechulz.

. The, Relchswehr ;nsiéted_tﬁat.the Ffee'cofps men’ Join as -
1ndividuals and not as groups. The basis for the Feichswehr
Oppositionlfo éhe grbﬁp éhi;stmentiof the Free Corps was their
distrust of the.fédiéal tﬁé&fies‘of’facé and nationalism:
wh}ch_tp@y'feared-wquldlproduqela political army, _L;keW1se,

' the frée“Corps' conception of-group“solidarity'aﬁd léadership
RFSTRICTED



conflicted Wwith the Army's insistence én discipline and
1ntegrati?n. In spite of the Relchswehr's efforts, the
Black Reiéhswehr turned out to be a heterogeneous group
represcnting many conflicting political viewpoints and
interests.

The Black KReichswehr was commanded by the chlef n»f
staff of the III Relchswehr division (Wehrkreiskommando

III), Oberstleutnant Fédor von Bock (later Field Marshal).

The tactical command of the 18,000 secret members in this-
district was in the hands of Major von'BuChfuckep. Av 3

Kommando zur besonderen Werwendung was located in Berlin

under the command of Klapproth, Rﬂschuhg, ané Fahlbuach,
all ‘of whom were members of the OC. The'ggme_structural )
basis of the army was'maintained in the Black Réichawehru
Eac? group_was,assignedla district under the éommand of a
"F&hmfﬂ and was chargéd with "carrylng out all measures
necessar} for the maintenance of the state aﬁd army." |

Thus, =2 parallel organization to the Relchswehr wes bullt

in esch Wehr@peiskommando, énd in several districtg the

gecret army outnumberéd'the army permitted in the peace

treaty. The linison officer between the Reichawehr end the

111egql army was. the then Captain Eugen Ott who 13 at
present the Nazl ambassador to Japan.

Ma jor Buchrucker, the leader in Wehrkreiskommando III,

had ideas of his own about the use of the troops during the
Ruhr struggle which conflicted with the.polioy of the- state-
and Army., On 15 ﬁeptembeﬁ 1923 Buchrucker ordered the
mobilization of the Black Reichswehr, Free Gorpa and mili-
tery leagues 1n his district preparatory to laying siege to
Berlin. He attempted to get the Keichswehr commander in
the Kustrin garfison to Join thg:movément, but the plan
miscarried and many.members 6f the Black HKelchswehr were
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killed in the so-called KGstrin Putsch. Buchrucker was ar-

rested and sentenced to ten years in prison and the Black
Reichswehr was broken up. The Army had all along fearcd its
political orientation and objectives, while the many Feme
murders which accompanied its aotivity threatened the dis-
closure of 1ts sources of arms and secret, connectlons.

After the Kustrin Putsch the government was forced

to investigate the entire existence of secret military or-
ganizations in the Reich. The Eggg} murder was the obvious
means by which 1llegal groups meintalned their secrecy and
protected thelr organizations against provocative agents,
The sccret and i1llegal groups murdered any member who with-
drew or aroused suspicions that he might betray sources of
arms and finance or the membership to the government author-
1ties, The device was particularly useful to the Black
Relchswehr since any revelation of the arms supply or con-
nection with the army would seriously compromise not only
the movement itself but the German Government as well. The
Feme murders aroused great admiration in German nationalist
circles., After 1923, the government made varionus efforts to
bring the Feme murders to an end, but they continued on a
diminished scale throughout the Welmar perilod.

F. The Lack of Controls

The Free Corps were able to act vigorously for a while
because of the nature of the controls established by the peace
gsettlement and the attitude of the German government. Effec-
tive controls were not created by the Allied states until
1920, giving the Freec Corps the opportunity to recruit members,

collect arms, and consolldate thelr group organizations, The

1. The mechanism of the Feme murder was named after the
Vehmgericht trials of the Middle Ages which were held by
secret courts operating in the name of the Emperor without
regard for the law and judicial procedures of the localities
in which they existed.
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control sysﬁém which utilized German army and ﬁdministra-
tive personnel to discover and confiscate ﬁrmé;permitted
~large caches of armé to remain in the hanés of the 1llegal
groups. This"practlce permitted the basic préblem of arms
control to remain in the hands of those who sympathlzed with
the Free Corps' objective of German rearmément. In the face
of popular demdnstrations against Allied eontrol officers
whenever they made thelr appearance, the search for arms was
left almost entirely to Germen personnel.

In addition to the time lag between defeat and arms
control, the International Commission in Germany proved to
be lax in its disarmament efforts. The Allies did not opvose
the arming of German volunteer units in the Baltic war,
while in upper Silesia the Free Corps openly collected
arms and fought the Poles. The only effective control of
Free Corps activity was exerclsed by the French in the
Ruhr (1923) where 1llegal action threatened the military
security of the occupatlon forces.

Due to the attitudes of the army and judiciary, the
German Government was not able to exercise its legal powers
to control 1llegal activity. The courts, composed of Judges
held over from the Imperiel regime, refused to punish the

officers who engaged in the Kapp Putsch of 1920 except

to impose rather. light sentences in a few cases. The courts
likewlise refused to deprlve those convicted of political
murder or treasonatle activity of their pension rights.
The punishment of .the Feme murderers of the Black Relchswehr
was made practically impossible by a Judlelel decislon which
prevented any disclosure of the source cf arms or the nature
of the organization of the secret group on the grounds that
such evidence would be dangerous to national security. The
differences between tﬁe.oourts and the political leadership
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of the state on this question were often the subject of

debate in the Relchstag and in the Prussian Diet, but the
arguments of the Relchswehr and courts prevailed. The

Feme murderers went unpuhished. .fhe only elément in the state
able to control the 1illegal groupslwas the Réilchswehr. When-
ever the activities of the groups conflicted with the political
“policy of the Army, as in the case of the Black Relchswehr and
the Ruhr fight in 1923, the generals did not hesitate to use

superior force. This means of control pfoved to be effective.
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ITI. THE FREE CORPS SURVIVAL IN GERMANY

A. The Free Corps and the Arny

The Free Corps and nilitary leagues persistcd in
Germaﬁy in'vafious'ﬁdys. After the dissolution of the corps,
one form of survival was in the Reichswehr. When the treaty
ATRY Was forméd, nany of the Free Corps becane cadres for
ReichsWéhr‘rogihénfs. These corps, serving os transitional "
dofense forces in the udmipistrative,areas of the Imperial
Arny, changed their naces and-becamc_units of.the new arny °
stationed in-the areas in which they had forneplyisérved as
volunteers.l The Arny, however, e;g;cised a..careful political
scrutinY'over prospective mcnbefs and refused to adnit any '
who were id&ntlfled wlth the Rossbach Brigade, Freikorps
Aulock, Selbstschutz Kompagnie Schlageter. . Likquso, they
dlsapproved of the putsohlst tactics of the Frce COrps;and
numeroué{cfficers; includingICaptain Rghg_and General von Epp,
were forced ﬁo.resignﬁéheir éonnissions. The Reichswehr
accepted only those nen they could control and stanp with
their own politlcal vicwpoint. The activists werc left to«
their own devices.,

B.” The Free Corps and the Nazi Party

AftéT the events_5f.1933,_economic‘conditions in Gernany
were gradﬁal1§ Stahiliﬁcd and adjustnents were pade in both - '
Gernan and'Ailiéd fbreign.policy which tended to rcnove the
Host objectionablo control‘;_ét;pulated.in the peace treaty.
With the eriui'of ihflatioﬁ, the return of enployment, and the

gradual dcceptance of Gernmany into the European state systen,

l. Sone .exariples are:
Landes jdgerkorps Maercker -- Reichswehr Brigade 16
Freikorps Dohna -=- Reichswehr Grenadier Reginent 53 .. . ..
Freikorps Dilsseldorf -- Reichswehr Schitzen. Regiment 61 3
Freikorps Faupel =-- Reichswehr Grenadier Regirment 10
Frelkorps Hagse =-- Reichswehr Infantrie Reginent 108
A full'list of the Free Corps which becane ‘units in the
Reichswehr is -given in Schnidt-Pauli,’ Geschichte der

_Freggorgs, pV'554 3 i 0 e : = it
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the basic reasons for the e#istence of the Frecec Corps
and secret dilitary-ieagues‘disappeqred and the average
nenbers were absorbed into peLceful civillnn life. This
-situwtion however did not affﬂot the aotlvists -- the’
- "irregulars® who could not adapt thenselvea to the prevailing
social structure. They continued thnir aotiv1tleﬂ such as
FPeno murders and secret nilitary training, but graduzlly
found a haven in the Nagi Party with its déctrines of Greater
Gernany and anti—Semitisn,“and_itsrme%hods of violence and
streect flghting.

In the yearu fron 1924 to 1927, a number of Free Corps
fighters entered the Nazi Party and rose to positions of

prominencc. How nany rank and file nembers entered the SA

and SS ca nnot be ascertained.. The outstanding exanple of a

i Free Cﬁrps fighter who becane a proninent Nazi is Martin

‘Bornann, ex—chief of “staff .of - the Roqsbach Brigade. After

_serving a tern in prison for pollticﬁl murder Bornann

".entered the NQDMP in 1925 and lS now Chiaf of the Party

;Chancellorv. _

Free éorps péTrsonnel also remained in the state adnlnlu <
stration and formed subversive cel]s whlch helped  to preparc
the. way for thu Nazi acquisitlon of Dower. Many exanples of
. the creutlon of cells.in the Cldf.ll’]lStI" tive structure have
been glorlfied in the cxtcnsivc Jltﬂr"tuIO'whlch the N-zis
hMVL 1ssucd on the activitics of thw rrce Corps. Particu-
larly 1nportunt were the Frou:001ps c;lls in the police forces
of Hﬁhburg, Berlln Munich, Gdtt:ngcn Stettln and other

'

Gernan cltios which gradually. caie under the coéntyol of the

Nazis.l

1ot LID 62453~ C ‘Nazi public“tlone on the Froe corps, such no
Schrzidt-Pauliy Geschiohte der Frcikorps; von OGrtzcn Dic
‘deutschen Freikorps: Kurt Hotzol, Deutscher .ufstand and the
.~ Darstcellungen aus den Nachkr iqgs*'“nfen dcutscher TTuppen und
7.;FrolRorEs, contain thorough deso‘i ticns of thc riothods oOf

orfiiingd sccret nilitary loaguecs, strategy,. supply and trangplir-
tatlon, and illegal operations aualnst popular authority.
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Appendix I. FREE CORPS !MNEi.BERS PROMINENT IN THE NAZI PARTY

The following 1s a 1list of a few of the prominent

Nazis who began their pblitical career during the Jelmar

Republic as members of Free Corps and the secret societies,

This 1list is derived from references in von Qertzen,

Dle deutschen Freikorps, Schmidt-Pauli, Geschichte des deufsbhen

Freikorps, Fllhrer-Lexikon, and from material in Blographical

Records, 0SS:
ADAMS, Josef-Joachim

ALP.RS, Friedrich

ARENT, Benno von
BANNEMANN, Emil
BECKERLE, Adolf Heinz

BITTRICH, Willi

BLOME, Kurt

BORMANN, Martin

BERNDT, Alfred-Ingemar

BUCHNER, Franz
BUTTMAN, Rudolf

DALUEGE, Kurt

DIETRICH, Sepp -

DORSCH, Xaver

Landeshauptmann, Lower Silesla

S8 0bar5ruppenfﬁhrer, Sec.of State
to Reich laster of Forests;
General Forstmeister

Officlal Nazl stage designer
Gauobmann Schleswig-Holstein

" German Minister"to.Bulgaria;
SA Obergruppenfuhrer :

SS'Gruppenfﬂhrer

Chlef of the Reich Physicians'
- League; Deputy Reich Health
Leader

Chief of Party phancellory,
3S Obergruppenfuhrer (Rossbach
- Brigade) ,

Chief of Radlo Section,
Pfopaganda Ministry; SS Brigade-
er

Deputy Gauleiter, lMunich

Relichstags Member; Retired
Ministerial Director .

SS Oberstgruppenflihrer; Chief of
Uniformed Police, Iinistry of -
Interior; Deputy Protector,
Bohemia and Moravia (inactive)

.SS Oberstgruppenfiihrer; General-
oberst of Waffen SS3

Chief of Field Command of* OT;

Ministerial-director in Ministry
for Armaments and War Production

RESTRICTED
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EBERSTEIN, Friedrich Karl von
ELTZ- RﬁBENACH Cuno von
EMMERT Ernst

EGGELING, Joachim Albrecht

ENGELBRECHT, Otto
ENGLER-FUSSLEN, Fritz
EPP, Franz von

ERDMANN Walter

FLORIAN, Friedrich

* FREYTAG, Hermann
FRICK, Wilhelm

“ FRITSCH, Karl
GANZENMULLER, Albert

GLASMEIER, Heinrich

GBEISER) Artﬁr
,GRITZBQGH’ Erich

' GROENEVELD, Jaques
GROHE, Josef
HADAMOVSKY, ' Eugen

HAYLER,:Franz
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SS Obergruppenfilhrer; Police
President, Munlch (Brigade
Erhardt)

‘Landesbauernfithrer, Rheinprovinz

~ President, Oberlandesgericht,

Nﬂrpberg

Gauleiter, Hal]e—Merseburg,
53 Obergruppenfdhrer

NSKOV

ss Standarternfﬂhref; Gauamts -
leiter, Baden-Elsass

Reichsleiter; Reichsstatthalter,
Bavaria; SS Obergrupnenfﬂhrer

Landesbauernfﬁhrer, Saxony

Gauleiter, Dﬂsqe]dorf Prussian
State Councillor, SA Gruppen—
flhrer

Oberbllrgermeister Dulsburg

Former Reich Minister of Interior;
Relch Protector, Bohemia-Moravia

SS and SA Brigadefiihrer; Sax.
Minister of Interior

Sec., of State 4in Ministry of
Transport; SA Brigadeflhrer

Director, -Grossdeutscher Rundfunk

Reichs Governor and Gauleiter,
Wartheland; SS. Obergruppenfuhrer

Press Chief of Prussian
Government; Chief of Staff, 0ffice
of Reich lMarshal

A1 .
Landesbauernfuhrer, Weser-Ems

Gaulelter, Cologne-Aachen;
SS Cbergruppenfuhrer

Chairman, Board of Direéctors,
UFA; former Secretary of State,
Reich Propaganda Ministry

Chief of Staff, Reich Propaganda
Ministry

Secretary of State, Reich Ministry

of Economias; SS Bﬂigadefdhrer

RESTRICTED



HELLMUTH, Otto -

'HERGENRODER, Adolf’

HESS, Rudolf

HIERL, Kgnstantin
HILDEBRANT, Friedrich
HINKEL, Hans

n
HOLFE, Hermann

HUHNLEIN, Adolf
ILGNER, Max

JOHLITZ, Fritz

JORDN, Rudolf

JUTTNER, Max

KANSTEIN, Paul
KASCHE, Siegfried

KAUFMANN, Karl

KILLINGER, Manfred von

KLEINHEISTERKAMP, Matthlas

KLEINMANN, Wilhelm

KOCH, Erich

KOLBOW, Karl Friedrich

P

Gauleiter,

RESTRICTED

Mainfranken .

Member of Reichstag, Gauamts -

leiter; SS

Hauptsturmfinhrer

Deputy to Hitler until. .

19 October
to England

Reichsleit
Labor Serv

Gauluiter,

1941, when he fled

er; Chief, Reich
1ce "

Mecklenburg-Schwerin*

SS Obergruppenfihrer

Secretary
Editor, Re

General and Chief
ich Chamber of Culture

NSKX Obergruppenfllhrer; Senior

SS and Pol
Military D

ice Leader of
istrict XI

Formerly Korpsfuhrer ‘of NSKK . .-

(dead)

Director,
Stiokstoff

Member, Re

- Norway; Manager,

Office

B i é. Farben;
Syndikat, etc,

ich Commissariat,
Essen Gau Labor

SA Obergruppenfﬁhrer;.Gauleiter,
~ Magdeburg-

Anhalt

- Chief, SA FuhrUHQQamt SA Ober-

gruppenf

District Prgsident of Hanover,

S5 Brigade

German Min
SA Obergru

fuhrer

ister to Croatia;
ppenfdhrer T

NSKK and SS Obergruppenfghrer;v

_Gaulsiter

.. ‘Hamburg

SA Obergru
Minister t

SS Gruppen

State in M
until 1242

and Reichsstatthalter,

ppenfuhrer; «former -
o Rumania (dead)

fﬁhrer; Cmdr, of

. 88 Mountain Division'“Ndrd“

.'_oA Obergruppenfuhrer Sec, of

inistry of Transport

Reich Commissioner, Ukralne;

Gauleclter,

Landeshaup

East Prussia
tmann, Westphalia

RESTRICTED



KRUGER, Frederick-Wilhelm
KRUGER, Walter.

KﬂGHLER; Georg von
KUNISCH, Siegmund

LEIBRANDT, Georg

LINDEN, Karl
LOEPER, Friedrich von

LOEPER, Wilhelm " -
LORENZ, Werner

LUTZE, Viktor

MAGUNIA, Waldemar

MANSFELD, Werner

g

MAYR, Franz

MEINBERG, Wilhelm

MILCH, Erhard

MﬁHLEN, Leo von

WJLLEK, Henrich

uUNDLER, Anton
MUNDERLEK, Eugen

_NAGEL, W1ll1 - .

 NEUBERT, Feinhara

- 30 - RFSTRICTFD

S8 Obergrunpenfuhrer Government-
General (reported x1lled)

S5 Obergruppenfuhrer; Cmdr. of

" 88 Division "Dns Reich"

Generalfeldmarschall (retired)

" Chief of Central Dept. in

Minigtry of Education

"¥Min. Dir., Reich Ministry for

Occuplied Eastern Territories
Deputy Gauleiter, Hessen-Nagsau

SA'Standartenfﬁhreff Denuty

President of Relch ARP League

Formerly Reichsstatthalter: of
Brunswick and Anhalt (died in

1936)

85 Obergruppe nfuhrer- Chief of
Resettlement Staff, Reichskommissar
fur die Festigung der Deutschen
Volkstums g Bl g5

.Chief of Staff, SA (desd)

Party officisl in East Prubsia,
held post of OOmnissioner
Genersl of Kiev

Min. Dir., Relch linlstry of Labor
in 1933,, presumﬂbly dismissed in
1942

8S Brigadefuhrer; District
Pregident, Upper Bavaria

838 Gruppcnfﬂhre“' Commissioner for
Transport of Fuel on Board of
Four Year Plan

Member of Armameént Council; General
Feld Marschell (Luftwnffe)

Director, Central Office for Fast
Fesearch '

President, Kechnungshof des
deutschen Relches

Deputy_Gauleiter, Swavina
Chief Editor, Das Reich

NSKK, Gruppenfihrer; Commander
of Transport Corps, Organisation
Todt

President, helchs Lawyers Chamber

‘RESTRICTED
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PREL, Max Secretary, Feder.,of National
i # Journalist Associations;
£y ' Reichsamtlelter; member of
Exccutive Council of German

Law Front
PRIESS, Hcrménn SS Gruppenfﬁhrer; Cmdr. of an
" SS Division
RAUTER, Hanns. 33 chief in Jjetherlands; SS
Obergruppenfuhrer
REEDER, Eggert Chief of Milltary idministration,

Belglum; SS Obergruppenfilhrer

RIECKE, Hans Jogchim Secretary of State in Reich
Ministry of Food and .Agriculturs;
S4 Gruppenfiihrer

- RUBERT, Fritz Bombard SS Brigadefiihrer; Deputy
\ Gaulelter, Foreign Org. of NSDAP
RUSH, Bernhard Reich Minister for Science and
' Education; Si Obevgrupponfﬁhrer
SAUPERT, Hans . | Chief of Staff and Deputy of
Rgich Treasurer; SS Brigade-
fuhrer
‘SCHEPMANN, Wilhelm Chief of Staff, Sai
SCHMEIDLER, Herbert Official in RAD; Oborgonoral-
; s arbeltsfuhrer :
SCHMELT, Albrecht District President, Oppeln;

S5 Brigadefllhrer

SCHNEIDHUBER Formerly leading man in Sa
(shot in purge, June 1934)

SEEBAUER Chief of Production Division
in Ministry for Armaments and
War Production

SEGELKEN, Hans _ Head of Dept., in Ministry of
Justice

SEIDLER, Walther Reichstags mgmber; SS
Standarternfuhrer

SELZNER, Klaus Commissionsr General,

Dnjepropetrovsk; Reichobmann,
NSBO (dead)

SIMON, Gustav Gauleiter, Moselland

STANGIER, Peter Deputy Gnuleiter VWestphalla=
North; Si Gruppenfllhrer

STEINER, Fellx SS Gruppenflhrer; Cmdr, of
third SS armoured Corps

' RESTRICTED



STRASSER, Gregor

STUCKART, Wilhelm

TESCHE, Georg
TRALEG, Georg
TURNER, Harald

UEBELHOER, Friedrich
WLLDECK-PYRMONT, Joslas
Prince von

WEBER, Friedrich

WEINRICH, Karl

WEISS, Wilhelm
WOLFF, Karl

WOYRSCH, Udo ven

- 32 -
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Chief Organizer of Party until
December 1932 (dead)

Secretary of State, Ministry of
Interior; S8 Obergruppenflihrer

Deputy Gauleciter, Halle-ilerseburg
Deputy Gaulelter, Schwaben

Chief of Military .dministration,
in Occupied Serbia

District President, llerseburg

Senior SS and Police Leader in
Military District IXj

SS Obergruppenfhhrer

Chief, Department. ILI, Minlistry
of Interior; SS Brigadeflihrer

Formerly Gaulaiter, Kurhessen;
S8 Grupp@nfuhror* NSKK b
Obergruppenfﬂhrer

88 Obergruppenfuhrer, Chief
Editor, V8lkischer Beobachter

SS Obergruppenfihrer; chief of
Himmler's personal staff .-

SS Obergruppenfﬂhref} Senior SS.

.iand Police Leader in Military
~District IV

RESTRICTED



