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Austrias
1
The text of the Henner government's new constituticnal lew on war criminsls
issued 27 June, is now avallable. Like is sarlier law on de-Nazifieation, this
weasure 1s sweeping in ite definition of categories to which it. ap.lies, severe
in its scale of punishment, but at the same time generous in the disecretion it
gives to the Peoplets Tribunal, set up in accordance with the earlisr law of © Hay.

It establishes the following categories of persons subject to jrosecution by
the tribunal:

a. Far criminals prover, defined ae those persous who have comumitted acts contrsry
to human decsncy, to generelly rscognized princigles of internstiocal law, or to
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the laws of var, against members of t ¢ armed forees or clviliens of enemy countriss

or occupied territories,

b. High functionaries of the Nagl Party, such as Gauleiters, Relch Governors, ¢nd
laaders of the 58 (ineluding Yaffen £8) from colonel upnards, Bhile vunishment of
ordinary wsr criminals mey vary betrveen ten and twenty yeers of sensl servitude and
the deatl: pensalty, depending on whether or not the offense in gquestion rezsulted in
death, the death penalty is mandatory for members of category (b), who are called
Pinitistors snd ringleaders of these crimes.n

¢, Likened to actusl wer criminals sre the so-called “war—mongeré“ those, thut is,
who inelted or helped to propagandize the war,

d, In establishing the fourth category, the law reverts to the pre~1938 period,
It defines as high treason junishsble with death any act of those who, huving held
leading or influential positions, used them %alone or jointly with others for steps
torard an alteration by force of the form of government in iustria in favor of the
NSDAP.* .

The property »>f those ln any one of these categories is to be forfeited. But,

28 in the case of the death penalty, this order may be mitiguted in ceses Mdeserving
particular consideration.®

The law seems definltely to have been framed to leave no legsl loopholes
through which any major Nazi might escape punishmsnt for his politicel sctivitles
after 1933, The Department of Justice is charged with the execution of the lew,
Owing, howuver, to the present restriction of the Renner government's scojpe of
authority, the law cznnot be ap;glied throughout Austrie unless it is speciiicsliy
implemented in the various occupution zones.

1.0FI: EBuropeasn N-vs Digest, 29 June 1945, quoting Austrian redio of 27 June.
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Czechoslovaekia

The promulgetion on 11 July 1945 of & presidential decrze on the nmishment
of war criminals marks the beglnning of the purge trials in Cgzechoslovsekla and
has been hailed by the Cuzech press as an ilmportant step clearing the way for the
reconstruction of the Republic. The decree essentially conforms to the prineiples
laid down by the Czechoslovek Government-in-Fxile with regerd to the definition
and pucishment of wear criminels. Its scope allows for the arraigning of all
persons who in zny respsct acted contrary to the interest of the Czechoslovek
state or committed scts of violence againut the Repub.ic or sgai.st the population
since 2 May 1938, the date of the first mobi:ization order of the kepublie. The
desereels provisions sre not velid in Slovekls, where special regulations issued
by the Slovek Nsiional Couneil on 1 May 1945 zre in force. No particulsrs on these
are available, but the Czech and Slovsk measures are understood to be essentially
the sane.

1l

Aecording to the text of the dscree a National Court will be set up in
~ Prague to Judge top officials while specisl People's Courts in the districts will
try lesser war criminals, The National Court will bs composed of a president,two
de;uties, snd & senate ol seven members, The president, is deguties, and the
caairmsn of the senate will be appointed by the Government from the judiciary,
The members of the senate, &s well as the public or national prosecutor, will be
laymen, appolinted by the Govornmert upon the suggestion of the Ministry of Justice.

The National Court will function both 25 & eriwinal and as sn honor court,
Ly & criminsl court it will Jess judgement on “the stale, the presidsent, &nd the
governments of the so-called Protectorate, members of the lesdership of the Vlajke
/:ﬁhe Germen—sponsered fasclst political group which operated frow 1939 until 194
the boerd of trustees fo:r the education of youchTbetter known under the Germen
occupation as the Kurstorium, which was to become a sort of Czech Hitler Youth/,
the Czech Lesgue Against Bolshevism.lféstablished in February 1944 with the ex ress
purnoge of disseminating antl-Soviet propagandéz, the National Trade Union Council
ZTﬁOUZ, a Nazi-s onsered trade uniun in which membershiy was not compulsory/, the
Associntion of Agriculture. and Forestry[—én organization esteblished for the ex-
" ploitation of Czech sgriculture rather than for the indoctrination of the Czech
f&nnaq§7, journalists who served the invaders in the daily press, sand octher persons
who in view of thelr leading position in jublic life should have et an examule
to other citizens,"

The above groups, Yeven if they did not commit punishable crimss but did not
act like faithful citizens of the Czechoslovak Republle after 21 May 1938,%® will
be tried by the National Court as a court of honor, If found guilty, they will lose
their "political rights end will be exeluded rroum :oliticsl life."

The special People's Courts will be composed of a senate of five, heuaded by &
Jrofessional judge. They will presumably try a1l other wer criwinels not felling
wnder the jurisdiction of the Nationel Courts. Tiieir procedure will be the same as
thst of courts martisl. Proceedings mway not last longer thun three days; if they do

1.FCC: Ticker, quoting Prague Eedio of 11 and 12 July 1945; FCC: Daily,13 July 1945
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the caze must be turned over to an ordinary court. The trisls before both ty;es .
of courts ars tc be public and oral., Both courts may impose the deuth penalty, pro-
vided thet a majorlty of the members favors it. De:th sentences are to be carried out
within tvo bours, and no ap.eal 1s Jossible.

The categoriess of war crimss and the types of punishment set by the decree may be
summarized as follows:

a. Persons who committed & crime against the stete (that is, performed acts which
ied to attacks endangering the securlty of th: state), guve away state sccrels, comm-
itted miliitary treason, or perpetrated scts of violence against the constitutionsl
authoritizs will bs given orison terms ranging from twenty years to life. They msy also
be seuntenced to deaeth.

b. Persong who propagatazd or sup .orted fascist or Nazl movements or who &anproved or
defended the ensmy government in the press, over the radlo, in the theater, In filus,
or at public meetings will be punished by five to twenty years of penal servitude.
Under aggravaling circumstances the desth penalty may even be imvosed.

¢. Persons who, in the scervice of Germany or its allies or movements hostile to the
Republic, committed ;ublic violence, kidnapped, enslaved, murdered, or killed are to be
punished by death.

d, Personsg who in the intersst of the German war effort ordered Czechs to perform
forced or comjulsory lzbor will be punished by five to dwenty yesrs of imprisonment,

e. Parsons who through any administrative decislon, decree, or court gentence ceused
death or deportation of &ny lnhabitent of the Republic will be punished by deeth,

f. Persons who as & result of politiccl or raciel persecution enrichied themselves at
the expense of the state or of Individusls on whom the damage wes inflicted will be
sunighed by five to t=n yesis of penal 3ervitude.

g« Fersons who at a time of increased danger to the Republic were informers in the
service of the enemy will be punished by {ive to ten years of penal servitude; if the
circumstances ar: porticularly odious, they will be executed.

h. 0fficials of the NSDAP, the Sudetan German Party, Vlajka, =md simllar orgenizetions
will be punished by penal servitude of from five toc twenty years.

In all cases persons who are conviéted will lose thelr civie rivhts, will serve
part or all of their property to the state.

It i8 not eleuar from the text of the jpresent decrees how the Czechoslovuk Government
intends to try top German leaders who committed erimes in Czechoslovakia. It is possible
thet before issulng definite instructions the Government will walt tlhie decision of the
United Nations War Crimes Commission ss to methods and procedure. On the other hend, for
purposes of trial, the Czechs way well define certain Cudetens, such as Karl Hermann
Frank, as being Czechoslovak citizens,
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FINLAND

Purge of army command gets under way: Information recsived during the past

4. 085 # 3055, 13 July 19

veek tends to confirm the assunmption thsat the replacement of Genersl Heinrichs
by Generazl Lundquist as Commander in Chief of the Finnish Defense Forces was
not unrelated to the recent discovery of a jlanned officers' :utsch., News of
the arrest oi’ thrity-four or sore "leading officers“;/ indicates that a general
purge of the Army commend is getting under way in Finland,

Lececording to an entirely reliable source, the affuir of the arms dumps,
far from belng & trumped-up charge, vas a serious and widespread plot, as a
result of which the Paasikivi government, and perticularly the Finnish Lmmy,
have rendered themselves vulnerablqg/ to mttacks frow the Nussian sup orted
Left., A Scandinsvisn source asscrts that General Heinrichs allegedly knew
what was going on and wes subsequently ®cashiered" for not tuking steps to
nip the plot in the bud.é/ From snother quarter comes news of the resignation
of Lt. Generel Airo, also as & result of the arms dumps scandal. 4/ The
reported arrests 5/ of additicnal officers -- captalns, majors, lieutenant
colonels, and colonels —— indicates that recent Soviet warnings to "clean
house® in time have had thelr effect in the Paasikivi povernment,

1. New York Timeg, 18 July 1945; Svedish Home Service, 17 July 1945 (FCC:Daily,
18 July 1945)

2, 0SS #3055, 13 July 1945. -

3. Norwegisn liome ServiceiSIS July 1945¢ FCCs Ticker, 15-July 1945).

5. Nev York Times, 18 July 1945; Swedish Home Service, 17 July 1945 (FCC: Daily,
18 July 1945). SECHET/CONTROL
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HUNGARY

The resignaticn under Communlet pressure of Agoston Velsutiny, Social Democratic
Minister of Justice, combined vith the arrest of another high off{icial of thut Hiniciry,
measures agzinst 8 vrovinclal Soclal Demoeratic editor, and the axyulsion of slx high-
ranking Judges from the Army, suggests the possibllity that a large-scale politiesl
curge may be imminent. Such a purge would apparently be directed againszt anti-Soviet
leftists as well as recaleltrant adherents of the old regime.

In a cabinet meeting held on <7 June, Agoston Velentiny, the Social Democratic
¥inister of Justice, uroposed the esizblishment of a specisl police corps under the
Jjurisdlictilon of the ninistry of Justice in order to facilitate the prepsration of cases
to be tried by the Feoplels Courts.;/ Behind the proposel wag obviously the dissstis-
faction of non-Communist circleg with the control of the Communlst Party over the State
rolice. The Cabinet adopted Velentiny's suggestion 2/ =nd, by a vote of eizht t5 four 3/
passed it ss & decree, '

The Communists, who hed besn overridden, sublished e seathing atteck on Valentiny
in thelr chlef press organ. Velentiny's decree, wrote Szubad Nep, is ®reactionury, root
snd brench..../ it Lg7 part of the rsactionsary persecution to which the democratic
nolice huave been subjected...[rﬁp§7 purpeogesto frustrate energetlc police measures sgalne
the Fasclsts and reactionaries. The Minieter of Justlice haz unfortunately joined the
reactionary persecution of the democratic police and is trylng to slow down the energ-
etic struggle ageinst Fascism. The hMinister of Justice, and the majority of the Govern-
ment, are apparently trylug to orgenlie a counter-police.... Against this reactlonary
decres we declare the flercest strugegle.")/ The efficacy of Communist oppositimn to
Valentiny's suggesticon may be meswsured by the fact that the deeree, elthough pareed by
the Cabinet Council, ras never publislied in the official gazette.

One week later, on 6 July, Lr. Dezso Farnos, Adminlstrative Scerstary of Stete in |
Valentiny's Ministry of Justice, wau arreszted in {the bullding of the Minlstry by the
Communist-controlled 5/ politicul police.é/ At almogt the same time, the Socizl Demoorat-
ic editor of the provinciel Tiszantull Nooszave was jallsd for three days and then re-
moved from control of his paper, for critielzing the verdict pessed in fioscow on the
anti-Lublin Feoles.?7/ Finally, on 8 July, the Social Democratic Nepszave &nnounced the
irpending resignntion of the dinlster of Justice himself, explaining that a recent
suggection made by Comrede Velentiny in one of the latest Cabinet meetings had made 1t
plein that there were basle differences between him and the Farty on legal questions.g/

The portfolio vacated by Vzlentiny was then given to another foeclal Democrat, Istvar:
Ries, who is apperently not objectionable to either the Lommuniste or the left-wing j
Social Democrats, vhose cooperation with the Communists is said to have been res;onsible
for unseating V:leutiny,9/

1.Czabad Hep, 29 June 1945; 08 #2972, 3 July 1945.

2.058 # 2972, 3 July 1945. _

3.1t vas only by a majority of two, according to the Communiste.Szabad Nep, 29 June 1%45.
A-Ibido ’ .
5.08¢ #2906, 5 July 1945.

6.Kis Ujsag, 7 July 1945.

3.Nepszava, 8 July 1945.

9.085 #2972, 3 July 1945
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Fithin & week alter Nepszava's snnouncemont of Valentiny's resignatim, the
Budapest ;ress . ublished unews of & mliitery L urge, comslsting of ths demotion nnd
ex:ulsion of 6 high-renking judges snd 19 semior officers from the irmy.l/ It
appsars, then, that the “cleansing" of southeastern Lurope urged by the lhwussien

radio 2/ is to include both "Mensheviks" and rscaleltrent hold-overs of the Horthy
end fzalesi governments,

1.0WIsEuropean News +iest, 17 July 1945, quoiing Tess, 14 July 1945.Also Kossuth
Nepe, 5 July 1945 end 10 July 1945.

2,FCCsDaily, 6 July 1945, - uoting Soviet Uverseas Service, 5 July 1945; OvIiEuroveen
News Ligest, 17 July 1945, quoting Moscow Broadcasts in Hungerien, 12 end 16 July 1945.
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SOVIET INTEKEST IN FiNNISH WAR CRIMINALS

A l1lttle over a year ago ( June 26, 1944), President Ryti of Finland signed
- an agreement with the Germen Foreign Minlster, Ribbentrop, to the effect that Fin-
land wéf}d codlaborate more closely with Germany, and would not sign & separste
Jeace. 1

¥#iith the anniversery of thls agreement perhaps jogging thelr memories,twenty-
five members of the Finnish Diet last week =ddressed & written quesilon to Premier
Paasikivi concerning the ;resent activitiss of the rersons responsible for involving
Finland in war with the USSH. Stating that such compromised porsong continue to
nold prominent jositions in the army, in educstion:zl institutions, snd in business
enterprises, the Diet group, compossd of members of the Democratie Union, the Soclsl
Democrats, and the Swedish Peoplel's Party, urged the government to take prompt sction
to remove such psrsons froas places of influence. 2/ In reply, Paasikivi stated thet
s committee had been formed in February to investigate Finnish forelgn policy during
the var years, and to Investlgste the records of particular jpersons. Since the
committee had besn so slow, Paasikivl promised th:t the governnment itself would now
take up the lnvestigation.

Commentiing on thie development, the Moscow radio broadcazst the following:
fPunishment of war criminals is not only important, but urgent. ®ithout such punish-
mente... 1t will be 1n, 0ssible to establish a democratic order in o:stwar Europe...

The fasclst elements Zzh Finlanq;7 have by no means lald down their srme... in quite

a few cascs they recelved arms piraight from army durps. And the Finnish fasclsts

vere campelgning viciously ageinct the Soviet Union... To jurge Finland of the fascists
end to unish war erim.nsls is indeed sn urgent metter on which will devend the peace,
security, snd welfare of Finlend and her ;lsce in the postwar world."3/

In connzction with the supplying of arms to dissident elements, & report has been
recelved thot the Soviets huve sent the Finnish government two notes, the second one
strongly worded, regarding the discovery of arms caches in Finland.é/

Since the Sfoviet Union had previously urged on other governments the rapld
runishment of war eriminals, Russian comment on wer criminsls does not necessarily
reflect the adoption by the USSR of a more stringent poliey toward Finland. If such
a change is in the offing, however, the Soviets conceivably could use the war eriminal
issue to introduce the policy. It is possible, of c-urse, thst Soviet pressure uay
have heen responsible for the ralsing of the issue by the Finns in the first plsce.The
fact that the mo.t comprehensive re:orting on the subject comes from Moscow highlights
Soviet interest on the problen.

1.Cf, Situstion Report, 8 July 1944.
2.FCC Teletype, 6 July 1945. ‘
3.FCC Teletype, 6 July 1945.

4.D Source, 08S # 2913.
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