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BELGIUM

Dissatisfaction vith the progress of ilie Purge: Recent reports indicate

e P o T
e —

a gradual decline in the po_ularity which the Van Acker Cabinet has

hithérto enjoysd 1n cextain sections of Belglan publie opinion.Partially
responsible for the Cabinet's declining prestige is the widespread
dissatisf«ction in left-wing circles over the alleged lenlency of the

Government in its conduct of the jurge. The return of Belglen political

prisoners from German concentration camps has greatly intensified the
1

resentment over the delay in the prosecuti-n of accused quia¢1nga.
Einor incidents have alr;;dy occurxed_in nany i:.;-t;.n.li.ti.tm‘3 and it is
possible that, unless the Government takes drastic steps against
former colleborators, the extreme left-wing groups may try to make
political capitsl out of the existing dissatisfaction,

Ever since the libersatlon, demanis for the punishment of collabor-
atlonists have been in the forefront of all pzrty programs. In addition
to emphasizing the necessity of a speedy end thorough purge, tﬁg_?gggw

ialists and Communlsts have been particularly inaistant in thelr

demanda for an investipation of the activitins of the big 1ndustrialists

during the Germen occupatian. On the other hand, the Catholica, who
insist on the maintenance of strict legal procedures in the prosecution
of coliaborationists, have vigorously opposed leftist demands that
members of the resistsance movements be attached to purge committees
established in all communities. The Left grou s claim, therefore,thut

the coneervative Catholic Party has deserted its original anti-collaborationist.

1. 088 CID #131281, 7 May 1945 ;
2. 088 CID # 131649, 13 May 1945
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1
position to embark on a campaign of tolerance and forgiveness. This

action, they assert, is due to Catholic Party awareness tiat the maj-
ority ol the collsborationists came either directly from its member-
ship or from the Fusclst WNV snd Rex parties, which azre alleged to
heve originuted in Catholic ranks.2

The pur,e issue has thus given rice to considerable political

strifa benheun extreme hight und Left groaps in liberated Balgiun

[

eénd,earlier in the year, contributeu to the fall of the Pierlot Govern-
ment, whose lenient purge pollcy was dictatsd largely by Catholic

Perty influence., Since Van Acker was obliged to pay for Catholie

Party participation in his new Cabinet by reserving the importsnt

Minlstiry of Justice for one of its members, the Catholics have succeeded

L.

in retaining a prapondarnnt control over thu prasent Gove: nmant'a
purge “olicy. The Left parties, thereiore, now blame the Catholic

i o s e e

Mlnister of Justice, Cnarles du Bus de narnalfe, for the uovernment!s
fullure to keep its placbalisﬁgccalerate purge procedures, The rsct
thet the Libsrel Minlster of the Intsrior, Adolphe van Glabbeke, has
initisted a thorough investigetion into the wartiue activities of =1l
locul oifficials has served to underline what the Left considers to

be the Ineffective _clicy of the Catholie Minister of Justice.jTha
Liberal Party in particuler has em;hasized the differsnce be.veen the
vigorous administrative urge concucted by its Cabinet regresentative

ant the lenient sttitude tuken by du Bus de Yarnarfe,

The Government, however, has recently taken the first messures to

1. 088 source X,16 Janu:ry 1945
2, Ibld.
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accelerate the prosscution of industrial collaborators, against whom

pﬁblio 0pinigéﬂi; particuiariy aroused. In the latter part of May, the
Government promulgated by decree a law defining economic collaboration.
Although the Cabinet rejectsd a Socialic<t demnnd thﬁt the law be
instituted by perliamentary sction rather than by Government decree,
it accepted a Soclalist smendment to the original text submlitted by
the Minister of Justice. Under this amendment manufsacturers vho cannot
prove that they used all avallable means to resist the executlon of
orders placed by the Germens are llable to prosecutlon.l

Thiere is increscsing evidence, however, that foruer collaborationists,
probably encouraged by the generally ineffective urge policles of the
Government, are reforming their ranks. According to recant reports, an
extensive orgenizetion has elready been formed in Belgium to provide

2
false identity parers to retwning collabor tors,

1. 088 source D,31 Muy 1945
2. FCC; Daily, 7 June 1945
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CZECHOSLOVAK GOVEHNMENT NEARS CON] LETION OF PLaN® FOR PUNISHENT
OF WaR CRIMINALS

fccording to an snnouncement of Prime ¥inister Flerlinger, a
Presidentisal decree on the punishment of war criminsls will be issued
shortly.l This decree will provide for the esiablishment of extra-
ordinery People's Courte to iyy & veriety of crimes committed in the
service of Germany sgainst the Czechoslovek strnte, &s well as “erimes
of denunciction.®

The maximum penalty of death by hanging will be pessed against
peérsons who “have plotted against the kepublic, committed a crime of
public violence (or) robbery... &nd, who in the service of Germsny
or =ny of her &lliss ciused grave bodily injuries, or committed &
crime of maliclous damege to (Czechoslovak) projerty.® Crimes involving
the preparation of politicel or wilitary ploﬁa sguinit the Republic
wiil be junishable by twenty years of imprisonmeni or wole.

The Government.is now holding about 5,000 priscners. ‘mong
them are & nusber of former Czechoslovik politicul le.adsrs, some of
whom have nol played an outstunding role under tlie Nazi regize. They

will presumably be tried for such of their policies and deeds during

the period before end «fter the Munich ayreement ss wre congldered to
have been harmful Lo the integrity ol the stute. fmong outstonding rormer
politicisns now held for trisl ure fudolf Beran .nd Jsn Malypetr, vice
president snd president respectively of the Agrarien Party; end Jaroslav
Preiss, menber of the pro-Fascist Notionsl Democratic Forty of Czech-

oslovakia and preeident of the Party-controlled Zivnostenska Banka,

1, OWIs Digest, 8 June 1945,
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ong of the zost influential instituticns in the staote befors 1938,
The srrest of Genersl Jen Syrovy, former inspector general of the
Czechoslovek Army and Premier immedisately followlng the Munich
agreement, was also reported, as was the detentlon of Rudolf Gajda,
the former leader of the small but voclferousg Fascist community of
Czechoslovakia.

The trial of these politicians and military men will probably
be conducted as wore then 8 mere indictwent of the respective indiv-
1duals. It will doubtless be enlarged into a gensral indictment of
the psrties, political ideologiss, and cven social grou;s vhich theve
persons represented. If so, the trisl can scarcely fail to affwct the
’raaurgenco of the rightest political parties. It may force thém, even
if they were later to be allowed to reform, to adoyt platforms con-
siderably different from those pursued before 1938.

In preparation for these public triale, the Uovernment hus clesred
big Pankrec prison in Prague, where the Goimane wied té kdep politic=l
prisoners, The Government has also called on the distriet Nationnl
Committees to furnish liste of (ualified jud:es to serve as cliailrmen
of the courtg, :nd of ;ersons vith legel tralning to serve a  ublle

1
prosecutors.

Fhile the Govermwent is 5till preparlng this decrse czlling for
the punishment of war crimlnsls, trialz have already begun in at least
P .
one place, In Brno, a People's Court ch rged and convicted three

persons: two were condemned to death, #nd one to el ht years of im-

prisonment. Of the two persons sentenced to death, one vas a relatively

1. OFIs Digest, 10 June 1945
2, FOC: Daily, 11 June 1945
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ainor former Gestspo officisl chorged with having Leen =n informer
on whose instigetion "nany persims from Brno hud been teken to con-
centration camps (some of them not to return).” The other, a Czech
caretaker [rom Brno, was &ccused of having re;orted to the jolice
people vho were iistening to foreign broadcests, thus ceusing their
deaths,The eight yeur jsil sentence vas passed on & men who had
reported & Czech engineer for removing the letter 'J' (Jew) from a
shop window, These sentences provide & possible foretaste of what
is in store for the majority of persons now arraigned,

Land owned by Czech Traitors to be Confiscated:

On 22 June 1945 President Benes aigned.a decree introducing
the new lend reform in Czechoslovakia.l The exact text is not
available, but it is reported to call for the confiscation of all
landed property owned by Germans and Hungarlens and by Czecl
traitors. Provision is made for the retention of land by anti-
fascist Germans and Iumgarians, There is no mention of a provision
for the expropriation from loyal Czechs of land above a certain
maximum.

Julius Duris, Minister of Agriculture, has estimated that
about 2,300,000 hectares of foreign-owned land, and from 200,000 to

700,000 hectares of land held by "traitors," will revert to the Czech

people R

The land rebrm was officially set in motion on 24 June with
the ceremonious confiscation of properties owned by outstanding members
of the former Agrarian Party and some (German landlords, such as the

estates of Rudolf Beran, former president of the Agrarians end prime

minister after the Munich agreement, Frantisek Machnik, member of the

1, New Yorske Listy, 23 June 1945
2. Zemedelske Noviny, Prague, 8 June 1945
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Agrariens and Minister of National Defense in the Cgechoslovak
Republic before 1938, and Adolf Hruby, Minister of Agriculture in

the Czech quisling cabinet,
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FINLAND

Agit:tion for runichment of war cerisirals renewed: The resignatic -7

Rytl and former rremler Rangell from positi ns in the Bank g? ;iugazg ?i).gz:ldont
touched off a new outburst of demends by the Finnlsh Left for speedy elixliutions

. .nd punishment of former collaborators. On 29 June, when Fresident Munneéh;iu
w8 sece ting the resignstl n of Fytl and Raugell, an interpellatiom, supported
vy at least forty-nine de utles, (2) ves m=de in the Diet on the cue;tiwﬁjof ver
oriminels end war gullty. The interpellati-m comslsted of two queétiwns th; -
firet demanding informzticn concerning the Governmeni's ewaremess of th; allegad
rot thet the Internsl an. sexternal p eltizon of the country vould be n}grgciagi
weekensd unless eors ns gullly of iniflatling end fostering Finland's c;ilaborat{un
with Germany vere speedily callad to legal aceount; the second requesting an |
ansrer f2s to whether the Government veg cognlsant of the inturnnleangch ardsin
fron the ¢ ntinued presence of rightist elements in kKey :ositione &nd whgtﬁﬁr 1tg
.28 »1lilng to use 1ts full authority to effect & pﬁlltié&l "eleansing.” (3) In
the opini-n of neutrsl observors on the scene, the interpelleti n w=: not in the
witure of =n ottack on the Government but w»cs designed to allow the Diet to také
o stand on tha cuesti-n of war responsibilitize. (4)

The im.ortance of the interpellati n is clearly shown by the sensationel
broade-st from the floor of the Dict during the sesslone of 4 July, in the ccurse
~f which Fremier Passiklvi, assisted by Minlsters Lelno (Communist; and Kekkonen
(Agrarisn), gave the enswars to the cuestione oged on 29 June. After a lengthy
introductlon, the Premier statsd that "{he UYoyernment feels th:t the juestl n of
«oyr gullt snd roliticel guilt in general.., should be solved =& soon &s Jnerible.
Teis ia demsnded by the ¢ untry's foreign :olitieal cositionee.s it is also
essential for stabllizing the country's lnternal ~olitleal ;osltimn.... The Gov-
urnment!s aim in thig motter is thet tha inherltance left by the var should be
remaved as soon as ;ossible [rom the fleld of .racticsl jolitics." (5) Kinister
»f the interlor Leino corroborated the ;resence of rasctionzries in key positions
.nd nede 8 sensational announcament sbout the discovery of arme durips, organi:zed
by PArmy >ffics 5, many of them of high rank," snd plenned "ln Gen~ral Headquarters
_? the Defense Forces." (6) To give the Governmani & cleun bill of heslth, Minister
of Justice Kekkonen declired th t so fer sixty-one indlvidusls hac been sentenced
to penal servitude, eleven Lo 1ife terms, anc fifty-one to {.iriscnsent for vary-
ing terms, for wer crimes ngainst POR's; and that Fifty-two other sentences had «lso
been passed, while cne hundred and fifteen individusls hed been acguitted.(7)

thether the recent resignatln of General A.E.Heinrichs as Coumander-in~Chief
of the Finnish [lefenze Forces (8) ie in any vey connected with the revelations mnde
by Minister Leino can only be & metter of speculs L1 n at this mozent. It is certein,
hovever, that the ecurrent events in the Dlet ¢ mstitutz en imortant step in the
sgitati n agrinct the var gullty, which is likely to continue. (%)

1,088 source B, Helsinkl <9 June 1945.Cf£itustion Kejortskr-TorN EURJUPE,30 June 1245,
2,088 source D, Helsinki, 9 Jue 1945

3,088 gource D, Halsinki, 30U June 1945

4008 source D, Heleginki, <29 June 1945

5.Finnish Home Service, 4 July 1945 (FCC: Dally, 5 July 1945).

6.1blid.

T.Ibid,
8,088 suurce D, Helsinki, 2 July 1745

9.068 # S-2814, 29 June 1545
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HUNG2RY

Extradition of war eriminels re uested: Humgarian prosecution .7 war criminals,
herstofore limited to lasser personalities, msy soon tske & new turn. It nas npow
bsen snn-unced that the Government has requested from the fllied Control Commiseion
vhe extradition of the major Arrowercss wer criminals, all of whom retrected with
vhe Germen end Arroweross [orces and ere now in allied custudy In southern Germeny
or Austris. ¥hile the extradition is pending, ;rosecutors Irom ti:e Paople's Courts
~re expected 1o visit end interrognte these alleged war criminals. They vill then
e indicted snd the triale held ai &n errly dnte, if necess 1y aven in the ebsence
of the defendants.(l)

Trial in sheentis vas nol even considered at first, snd even .fter the Minlster
of Justice lssued Instructi:ns to the reople's Courts to procesd with it, difficultie
vore predicted froa some qusrters on this po nt. Trixl in sbsentia is _r :vidsd for,
but the verdict mucst be llcitea to declaring whether or not the defendant 1s guilty
“nd to determinicg hie financial res onsibility. The pen-1ty itself cannot be de-
cided or snnounced uwntil the delendant - esrs in person belore tiae c¢ urt., Fith the
glving of this limited verdict, acocord.ng to present legl:sisti.m, thy role 21 the
rfeoplefs Courts in this matter will be terminsted, It vill then be up o the reg-
ulsr ecurts to ;rovide the penalty, ir snd vhen the ¢ nvict is returned to Hunge:y.(<

The prestige of the Peo;le's Court, in brief, say suffer. Moreover, & reguler
court, having rore ettachment to the old regime, is liksly to wc:ign & milicder ;en-
~ity. These two consideratl ne, snd the po;ulsr criticlsm tiey may evoke, &) per-
suade the Government o relt untll the mujor wer erieinsls bec..e availsbis on

Hungarien soil or to seek some other puoluticn to overcome ths difficuities o7 &
vrial in absentia.

The first group of mejor war erlainals vhose extradition Les been rogus.ted by
the Hungsrien Governmant includes four wen ®ho li.ve been prime szinleter .lnce 1938,
Inredy, Berdoassy, Sztojay, and Szelasij six minlsters of tie 0zalesl csbinet,Beregily
Rejniss, Szolloel, Kassal, Kemeny, =nd Kovarcs; two (ormer chiefs of the general
oliffy, Verth and Szombsathelyl; snd two Stite fascreturies of tie (zdojay cebinet,
Fndrs and Bekye (3)

In =édition, the fullowing lewcing Humgerlaen jersopalities, vome o tlem -us-
»ected var orim'nels, »re slso belng held 1n Allled custidyy Nichulas Hortihy, the
sormer Regent; Nicholas Horthy, Jre, his s-nj Nicholas Kallsy, rormer rime zini. ter
Lejos Remenyi-Schneller, finsnce minlster from 1938 to 1044; Frens Basch, FlLrer of
the Vnlksbund; Ferenc Kiss, former presidsci of tha Retor's (hacber; Mihely Kolozs-
vury-Boresa, former rress Chier and State Cecretqory.

fince the trial or thece major war erimlials will probebly teke some time, the
~authorities vill _robably cot wult to cedre thelr ropsrties. imong thore ex e ted tc
1ose thelr holcdings ure the three extremely wealthy Ha sburg archdukes, Jore;h, Al-
brecht, -nd Joseph Frunz, :nd Count Sandor Festetics, vhose trizl in sbsentin is
also antileciysted (4)

1.Kossuth Nepe, 20 June 19 5.

ZeMal Hap, 15 June 1iv45.

3eIt nay be noted ih:t extradition for triel in Hupngery i:c elszc belng regus ted of
two German oificers in churge of uermen uniils in Huagery during the fus ian »dv nce
Generaloberst Johsmnes Frievisnor .nd S8 Obergrupenfuhrer nd Genersl der : -ffen ©€
Lerl von Pfeffsr-fildenbruch, e

4LKis Ujseg, 13 June 1945, t-i::L:h.tT/C.)?iTH'.g_Ig
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The Feople's Courts have svallable a number of lesser war eriain.ls for trisl
:ud sentences. Thease cases re fully .revered, but it is up to the Hinlster of
Justice to declce vhether they shall follow or precede the trial of the msjor w.r
ericin ls, “mong these leeser var crinmincls sre Tibor Tor:, former vice-preaident
of the House of Representatives; #lsjos Beldy, former Netionsl Youth Lesder;Bishop
Istven 7Z-dravecz, Cathollc Army Chaplain; Bele Berend, Habbi who served the Arrow-
erogs; Gegs Borneniuzn, dinister of Indusiry in the Kallsy cabinet, Ferenc Hethelyd,
judge of the Cupreme “ourt; Klkloe Krayzell, judze of a Yourt of ', eels; -nd Laczlo
Budavari, rarmar lecder of the extrcme natlopslist and antli-semitic "Awakening
Hungerlens.® (1)

Unless the I'ec;la's Uourts change thelr sttitude considerably, their future
activities may meet viih renewed criticism from the leftist ;srtiee, which hive now
varun a relentleas campalgn &g . inct allegedly m1ld trestment of war eriminals or
,olltlc*lly ecorpromised (ersonp. The storm broke wshen the lesder of a one-men Hazi
party, Zoltan ¥Wesko, wac sentenced to only five years Imrisonment. Ucon apreal by
the ;rosecution, the Hationecl Cowunell of the People's Courts changed the sentance
to 1ife lmprisonment, Even this did not satlsfy eritics of the Court, since the
resson glven [or the new sentence was that ¥esko, us & member »f Farliament, had
not aveilsd himgelf of the opprortunity to ;rotest in Parllement agaln:t the Bardossy
rovernsentle sllegedly 1llegal declarati-m of war agrinst the USSR om 27 June 1941.
The daily pever of the Communist Purty expresced editorlally its amazement over the
fect that Mesko was sentenced “not becszuse he vus a fasclst, but becsuze he wag not
a democrat." (2)

Yeanwhile, the questim of how o tre t the ethnle Germen populatlion, the Bvabs,
spresrs to be nearing a soluti-n, Wuch eriticlgm was ralsed in econasction with the
land reform bec_use in the sveb communitles the Communsl Land Cleimants Committee,
pelng com osed of locel clalmants, distributed the lrnd among the svsbs with no re-
grrd to their former pro-Nsal record. Muny Hungarlans elamorad for the de-ortaticn
of ull svabs, bul the Govermmant relused to secept this prineljle of collective
reeronsibility -nd declared that de -rtatlona sho ld be carried out snly at a leter
date, and in sgreemsnt v1ith the #11ied Povers. New lend distribution in gved comm-
unities haz bsen csncellead and & new procedure gat up to determ ne the war guilt af
esch individual gvab &nd to resllocste the acresge in questlon.(3)

Hemberstlp in the Volksbund will no longer be regarded =s the oaly criterion of
sro-Bazl ectivities, end, cecoriing to the decres which has reeently been sdo,ted by
the Council of Hinisters und 1ls ex ected to be ubllshed scon, the responsibility of
v&ch ayab w»ill be detsrmined on the bacls of whether or not he belsngs t2 one of the
foll-wing cotegoriss: (A)Leuders of "Hitlerite" organirzations. Fendlag triel by
Peorlets Courts, these persons will be interned and thelr land confiscated.(b)Members
of "Hitlerite" arganiaatiana. They will be assigned to compulsory labor service and
thelr land esnfiscrted. (c) Supporters of "Hitlerite™ organisaticns. This group cove:sg
rerg ng who, vhile nut members of the Volksbund, srticip ted in Arroweross or similsr
orgerizztt ns. Thelr lznd will be exchanged for plote in barren regione of the country

The hbreaking uvp of gvib communitles snd the dispsrsion of the ethnle Germen
ovulstion throughout Hungory w!11 thus be ,romoted. This populetion smounts to
approximately 500,000, of which about 500,000 are expected to be penali.ed in sone

LeMegysr Nemset, 16 June 1945
?.Czebad Hep, 16 June 1-45
3.,Kossuth Nepe, -3 June 1945
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way for pro-Nazl activities, On the other hend, the 'Loyalty Hovement' (Huceg
Hosgalon) yinitiatad by snto-Nazi slements in the athnic Germin jojpuletion, nes
recently petiticned the Hinister of the Interior to clear the loyul Hungarian
wesbers am ng the svebs, insieting thet weny o them actively ,:rticip.ied in the
resistsnce movement. (1) Although the Minister has not yet replied to this reque-t,
it may be ussumed tihw:i nany of the gvabs will, in ract, be sxonereted,

In remiloesting the land held by svabs, responsibiiity for their ;ro-Nazi
activitise will be ceteramined, not by the locel Communal L nd Claimants Committees,
ap was dope heretofore, bul by a gpecial three-member committee., ns of tihese
committees will be furmed in every distriet (the first subdivision of the auton-
omous ¢ untly) snd will consist of & chelrman uppointed by the ini:iter of the
Interior, cne member delegsted by the Neti-nel Vowrmittee, :nd one member elocted
from epmong the "democrstie® pers ns of the community in questli n,

1. Magyar Nemzet, 21 June 1945
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SWITZERLAND

Switzerland acts to expel Nazis: Speaking on behalf of the Justice and
Police Department, Edward von Steiger, its chief, ennounced that 270
expulsions of German nationals have been decreed by the Swiss Government,
with more expected to follow.l m addition, the Swiss Government has

closed down the premises of twenty-four German organizations and four

German tourist homes,? and has liquidated the former Deutsche Zeitwn

in der Schweiz, a Nazi propaganda organ with a subseription 1ist o 6,000.3

These measures have heen taken in accordance with the announced
policy of Switzerland to outlaw undesirable aliens and to terminate all
activities in Switzerland connected with the National Socialist Party.%
Undesirable aliens, according to the Federal Prosecutor in Chief, Dr.
Stampfli, are those persons whose presence in Switzerland constitutes a
denger to the internal or external security of the country. Expulsions
will be authorized only after a complete investigation of each cese.
However, certain activities or facts will automatically be considered a
threat to Swiss security and will render the individual liable to im-
mediate expulsion., Such activities or facts include the following:
rfembership in a foreign organization known for its violence, such as the
Gestapo; holding of office in the Nazi or Fascist parties; espionage
activities; and "militant action ~- in particular, actions involving
huniliating or threatening references against Switzerland."S Petitécns
for permission to remain will be accepted only in cases of illness,

Those who are to be expelled to foreign occupied cowmtries, according to
Stampfli, will be handed over to the occupying powers and any information
desired by those powers as to the reasons for the expulsion, the character
of the individual, etc., will be supplied by the Swiss on demand.

In general, those who have already been expelled have involved
chiefly members of the Ge Embassy and consulate staffs® and employees
of German State Railways.” President von Steiger announced that it was
the wanimous decision of the Federal Council that German Minister Koecher
will not be asked to leave. According to von Steiger, Minister Koecher had
at all times attempted to facilitate relations between Germany and Switzer-
land rather than to aggravate them, and had performed his duties as
Minister with understanding and moderation. The German Foreign Office,
Steiger added, was powerless against the Party, and Koecher had been wmable
to oppose the Party inf}gence; indeed, he himself had been under the sur-
veillance of the Party,

FCC: Ticker, (Bern, Swiss Home Service in French), 8 June 1945,

OwI: European News Digest, 11 June 1945, quoting the Swiss Radio, 8 June 1945.
OWI: Buropean News Digest, quoting Der Bund, Bern, 17 May 1945,
Situation Report: C EURQPE, 19 May 1945.

FCC: Ticker (Paris, AFP in French to Europe), 9 June 1945,

0SS source H, Bern, 31 May 1945,

FCC: Ticker, 9 June 1945.

0S8 source D, Bern, 26 May 1945,

FCC: Ticker (Swiss Home Service in German), 5 June 1945,

10, OWI:; Europeean News D%§9st, 6 June 1945, quoting Swiss Radio in German,
1 June 19045, _

-
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SWITZERLAND

Criticism arises over Swiss expulsion policy: Although to date the
expulsions decreed by the Swiss Federal Government have involved anly
German nationals, it has now been announced that similar measures

are to be taken with regard to Italien Fascists. Deportation orders
are to apply not only to the person in question but to his family as
well. In addition to the lists prepared by the Federal Government,
the cantonal muthorities are preparing their own lists of those who
are to be expelled, and in certain oases have already acted.

Meanwhile, the Swiss public is becoming increasingly concerned
over the manner in which the Federal Govermment is handling its
expulsion policy. On the one hand, the conservative deputy of Valais
declared in the national council that the Federal Counecil has been
going too far and that persons are being thrown out of Switzerland
who are politically irreproachable.? On the other hand, demonstratims
have occurred in numerous cantons demanding that the Government adopt
a more rigorous expulsion polioy.3 These demonstrations reached such
proportiona in the canton of Schaffhausen that the authorities were
forced to ban all such public manifestations.4

Specifically, criticism from the latter stendpoint is being
directed at the Federal Governmment for its lenient policy in permitting
the German Minister, Koecher, and such prominent Fascist refugees as
the former Italian Foreign Minister, Bastianini; the ex-ambassador
to Berlin, Alfieri; and Mussolini's daughter, Edda Ciano, to remain
in Switzerland.b

Despite the refusal of the Lucerne Cantan to grant the German
Minister a sojourn permit,® the Federal Council has refused to recan-
sider its earlier decision and reiterated that it did not consider
his presence in Switzerland as constituting a threat either to Swiss
internal or external security.’ However, in regard to Bastianini,
Alfieri, Edda Ciano, and Volpi (former Governor of Libya), von Steiger,
Chief of the Swias Justice and Police Department, reported to the
Natimal Council that these persons had never been given the right
of asylum in Switzerland and would be requested to leave as soon as
circumstences permit,8

1. FCC: Ticker gquoting Bern in English abroad, 13 June 1945,
2. FCC: Ticker quoting Bern, Swiss Home Service in French, 8 June 1945,
8. FCC: Ticker quoting Paris in French to Europe, 8 June 1945;
FCC: Ticker quoting London in English to Africa, 9 June 1945,
4, PFCC: Ticker quoting Bern, Swiss Home Service in German, 14 June 1945.
5, FCC: Ticker quoting Londom in English to Africa, 9 June 1945.
6. 0SS source D, Bern, 14 Jume 19485,
7. FCC: Ticker quoting Paris (AFP) in French to Europe, 22 June 1945,
8. 1Ibid.
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Although at least one of the demonstrations which_ occurred
is known to have been organized by Swiss labor groups,1 it is not
yet possible to determine how much of the criticism recently reported
springs from interested organizations of the Left and Right, and how
much has risen spontaneously from the populstion as a whole. :

It may be assumed, however, that the Swiss expulsion policy
is of greater internationel significance than e mere internal
"housecleening." The Allies appear exceedingly anxious thet the
chief German ofgicials abroad be sent back to Germany for consideration
of their ceses.®” If the German Minister tc Switzerland is among those
who have been recelled by the Allied military authorities in Germany,
the Swiss Governrent's decision to let him remain may have serious
repercussions. Specifically, in view of the recent charges levelled
by the USSR at Switzerland for an elleged pro-fascist policy, and
more recently for "mistreatment of Soviet nationals,” Switzerland's
handling of its policy of expulsion might easily jeopardize any
attempts it may contemplate making to resume diplomatic relations
with the Soviet Union.

1. FCC: Ticker quoting Paris (AFP) in French to Eurcpe, 8 June 1940.
2, 0SS source D, 23 June 1945.,
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RUSSIA AND THE JACKSON KEPORT ON VAR CRIMLINALS

. Justice Jackson's re,.ort on American plens for thé punlsnment of war
erimiiale has been greeted in Moscow by a significant silence. Toviet news-
papers, accordlug to all availeble evidence, Lave con;letely lgnored the
existence of the Jackson report. Were ihe Rus:lens diszatlsfled with the
kmperican prorosals, it is doubtful that they would have rsfreined this
long frow ex,rescing an oplalon.

More significsnt perbaps Lha  the sbsence of tvomsent on the Jackson
report i1tself is the Soviet siience regarding the way in which the Weztern
Allies are handling the war criminal problem generally. For vwseks the
Soviet rress end radio heve taken a criticel attltudé tousrd the Weetern
Allies for not zcceleratinyg the punishmsnt of war criminals. Sines the
snnouncemant of the Jackson re_ ort, Russlen nee:papers have not commented
on the guestion of war criminals. Alﬁhough thls sudden cessatlon of
criticisa asy mesn no more thun that the Soviet writers are tumporarily
reztincg thelr critical pens, the signlficance of the Russlans halting
thelr att#cks after the publication of the Jackson r:jort should not be
underestimetaed,

The Soviel government hac nsver issued such & comprehenslve state-
ment as that of Justice Jackson, but instead hag used Profeséor AN

Trainin a: its s;okesman in enunciating the Soviet attitude toward the

~unishment of wer crimincls. The fect that the Jackson report presents

& view;oint remarkably elsilsr In many recpects to that X ressed in

1. After two weeks of ignoring the question of war criminals, Fadlo Moscow
breadeast in Fnglish to North Americs on 15 June & commentary which in-
directly oriticized the Vestern Allies for not bringing to triel lmmed-
iately the leading Nazis held in their custody,
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earlivr statements by Trainin muy mcecount for the silence of the
Coviet press. I[f the sbsence of &ny published rescti.m to the re. ort
does not indicate & certaln emount of Soviet ap; rovel, then the
Arericszn plan loog as the basls of 2lileé pollcy torard the ;unish-
went of war crimipsls. For Justice Juckson re,orted thst *no sub-
stenti=zl differences exist betusen the United Kingdow representetivaes
and ourselves® und thet France "accespis in princijyle the American
i
propopule.” hs Tor Fussla, Justlce Jackson ststed thot the Soviet
governmant, "ehile not yet committed, nas besen keyt informed of our
steps sud there ls no rescon to doubt that i1t will unite in the pros-
ecution.® Moscow, however, deleyed answering for over s month Americen
proposal that en internations=) wml itury tribunsl be sstablivhed {or
the prosecution of the mu or Gesrmen criminsls, und only on 16 June
£

indicated that it nccepled the progosal in princeiple,

If the writinge of Trainin asctually reflsct officlal foviet
policy, and there ls no evidence to the contrury at jresent, tien the
Hueslsns can be exjacted Lo spsrove the following points of the Jzckson

re;ort, points which Treinin himsgelf hes previously advanced.

1. Thet @ war of aggression is a crime, snd that the former Mazl
leaders will be prosscuted for waging such & vear as well ss for vlanning
the systematic atrocities,.

Zs That the legul techriculitiee observed in ordin:ry oriminal
triels sbould not be ormitted to obsﬁruct sroceadings sgalnst war

erininals.

1. New York Times, 7 June 1945.
2+ Source D,
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3+ That the doctrine of legnl immunity for the he:d of a stute
is rejected.

4e That the doctrine of superior orders cannot a;;1ly in the
case of jersons who voluntarily peartieipsted in eriminsl organizations
such es the Gestapo and the ©8.

5. Thet German industrialists znd finznciers, as well ag the
former Razl leaders and members of the Gérman high cgm&and, ®¥1ll face
prosecution,

6. That the test of what legallf is a crime should tezke into
consideration whether or not the acts committed offended the con~
science of the people.

7. That war ;risoners suspected of being war criminals should be
denied the usuzl treatment mccorded to .risoners of war,.

Although theqe points are believed to meet with Soviet spproval,
the Fusslans probably have withheld all comment for at lezst two
reasons, First, the Soviet press does not become immediately enthus-
iastic over documents which the Kremlin <id not help to write. Secondly,
the Russlans are well aware of the chasm between words and deeds, and
epparently ere resorving judgement, Yet the Jackson report should
reassure the Hussians that the Americin governament does not intend
to permit the punishment of war eriminals to become bogged down in a
welter of logal complexiiies.Whether Moscow now will take positive
action, after months of officlsl silence, is questionable. Instead the
Soviet Union msy delay making eny basic move until the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR convenes on 22 June-- four yeors to the day when Germeny

attecked the USER.
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FLEXIBLE SOVIET POLICY TOWARD WAR CRIMINALS

The repeated promises of the Soviet press that every war
eriminal will receive swift and stern punisiment do not appear te
reflect the actual practice of the Soviet government. While there
is little doubt that loscow firmly intends to liquidate the Fasi
leaders and to exmet retribution for the war orimes committed by
the Cermans in ococupied Russia, it is not equally clear that the
Russians will follow sn impartial approach in achieving their
objective. The Russians have already demonstrated that while they
will be guided by legal principles in punishing war oriminals, they
also will be motivated by political considerations. As a result,
the policy of the Soviet government, when compared with the pre-
dictions of the Russian newspepers that all war criminals face
coertain punishment, may appear somewhat arbitrary and opportunistic.

Russien newspapers recently have expressed impatience that
Nazi leaders captured by Americen and Pritish forces have not yet
been brought to trial. The Soviet press, however, ignores the
fact that the Soviet government itselfl, on three occasions, has per-
mitted meccused war criminals to escape prosecution for the time
being.

1. Three German generals accused as war oriminals are now
members of the Free Germeny Cosmittee snd the Union of German
Officers in the USSR. In the sumer of 1944, the Russians captured
Major General ven Fogen, comanding the 302nd infantry division,
Hajor General Guenther Xlmmmt, commanding the 260th infentry division,
and Ma jor General Hans Traut, commanding the 78th infentry division.
All three men have been formally named by the Soviet Extraordinary
State Conmission as responsible for war crimes committed in occupled
Russia. Instead of prosecuting the generals, however, the Russisns
apparently decided that they could be used for political purposes and
permitted them te Join the Free Germeny Committee. Indeed, it is
possible that the Russians forced the generals to Join by threatening
to prosecute them if they refused. It hes been repoerted, but not con-
firmed, that Fleld Marshal Friedrich von Paulus refused to join the
committee wntll the Russians threatened to prosecute him as a war
eriminal. 1/

2. In Rumsnia, the Russisns have approved Gheorghe Tatarescu
a8 vice-premier of the Groza government, in spite of the fact that as
premier in 1934-37 and ageain Iin 1939-40 he was a leading supporter of
King Carol's fascist dictatorshlp. Similarly, the Russieans have per-
mitted Wicolae Halexs, a leading Rumenian industriealist snd a
notoriocus pro-fascist, to retum to his former factory as general
manager, in spite of his previous contributions to the fascist Irom
Guard in Rumenla.

_]_./ Source T.
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3. In Pianland, the Russians have permitted the release
without trial of two Fimnish generals -- iajor Gemeral Aaro Pojari
end Ma jor Ceneral Vaino Polojarvi -- in spite of the fact that both
mon were named by the Soviet Extraordinary State Commission as war
eriminals.

It is possible that ance these Individuals are no laager of
use to the Russisns, they may be punished, Yet the fact that thus
far they have escaped trial indicates that the Soviet government
will permit political oconsiderations to affect its policy of punishing
war coriminals,
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