Hemorandum of Conversation between Hitler, lidbbentrop and

lolotov - liovenber 12, 1940

2. The Fuehrer said difficult to forecast loug range developments, but
hope to avoid difficulties and to exelude conflict. This donc morceasily between
cernary and hussia becausc cach hal a nan of sufficient authority to detemmine
the evolution of thelir countries in a given Iivection. It should be nossible to
reach agreacent in the economic field which would secure friendly cooperation be-
yond the lifetine of thelr existing lcaders.

3, idolotov agreed warnly with this talk. Iiditler contiimued to say it was
a difficult task the evolution of states over a long period, Ile believes it possibk
to agree on certin general points of view and to orient the colitical and
econanic interesis of people to oblain a certa'n degree of security, FPresent
situatdon showed Cermany abt war and Nussia not at war, On the vhole both
fermany and iussia had gained advantages and political cooperaticn had been of
usce.

e liolotov sédd this com-letely right.

S. Fuehrer said neither couniry ha! gotten a hundred percent, but in
political life 20 o 25% was of ;reat value, If they kept together, there would
always befsc:ne advantage to both of them, If they came in conflict third parties
would profit, -

6. liclotov sadd that this train of thought confirmed by history,

Te Hitler said mgland no longer ».gsesses a contdnental base, He
described the measures taken against England and the importunce of atmospherie
conditlons. Inglish counter-mcasures ridiculous. ihen the weather improved
Gormany woull strike the final blow, UNHow he had to consider the political
questions which would follow this declsici. This ealled for a new inquiry into
fusso=German relations, He had reached the followin; conclusionst

1, CGemmany did not want military help from Russia,
2, DPecause of the extent of the war, Cermary had to meet
ingland 1n distant territories vhere she had ne primary oolitical or economlc il erest
3. There were certain demands which were necessary for Germany,
fapeclally certoin raw materials., It wms necessary to meet the needs of Russia
as in the case of Lithuania, Idthuania had considerable significance for
Cernany economically, but politically he felt it important to aet as he did to
maintaln good relations between :ussia and Germany. There were questions which
had not been foreseen at the outbreak of the war., ihat were the rain lines of
usgo-Cernan expansion? <The German point of view 13 as foliowst 1) the need
of space. Cermany would need 100 years to exploitdf the territories which had
fallen into her hands  2) Gemmany needed certain raw materials 3) certain
colonial expansion in central Afrika was necessary; i) in certain areas, Cemmy
Germaryy could not allow hostilc air or naval bases (556,47 are not included.

8, In no c:se were tie lntercsts of hussla affected, Holotov approved
of this statenent, Hitler said vermany and 'ussia could never bLecome onc world,
Cermary's interest in Asia onl; of a gemeral economic and commercial kind, She
knew that the vossible colonial regio s in Asia would fajl to Jaoan,



In Burope there were mumbers of polnls of contact between

Ceimany, hussia and Italy, each with a desire for access to the open sea,
Germany wanted to get out of the North sea, Italy would break the barrvier of
Uibraltar; tmssia wanted to recach the ocean, liow could all this be done?

{le hat told Laval ani retain thalt as long as the war with kngland lasted no step
must be taken which hinder preparations for the ending of this war, GCexnnany
had no political interests in the Balkans, - She was operating there to secure
certain materials, Germany had wanved to end the war after the conclusion oi the
Polish campalgn., ingland ad irvance preferred to go on fighting, .ar vas a
bad buginess; the victor had to take on himself tasks wh ch he would have
accomplished more cheaply by peaceful methods, [Holotov agreed with this and
said that iU was much more expensive to obtaln one's objeective Ly war than
by peaceful nesms, ,

fiitler then said there was the probles of imerica, The US/ pursued
an jmperialistic policy, They were trying to pet the ritish empire into their
hands, This was for the year 1970 when freedom of other naticns could be seriously
vhreatened Ly this o-Saxon power, In an exchange of views with France,
Italy and Spain he had stated that these couniries could cover the whole area o
Europe andaSia with a kind of Honroe doctrine and a new common comncreial policy
vhere each oi the powers concerned could claim those areas only which it could
properly exploit. In other arcas vhere wussia was a power with rimary clain,
suggian interest would haveprefence, Hence there would arise a great division of
power, (itler then spoke of German and nugsian aims, It was possible for both
partners to make considorable gains, He said Gemmany would resist any atbempt o
fngland to establish herself in Salonika, MHolotob asked why Salonika was a
danger, Hitler referred io the ne-xmess of the ;amanian ollfields, iHitler
then asked Holotov haw mssia regarded the securing of her intercsts in the
Black Jea and the Straits, Gemany would be realy to help nussia in oblaining
the sStraits, ile sald however Germarny had outa ned a secure llinterlandand
important cconomic advantages in roland, ith the exchange of Lithuania for the
Lublin area, the possibilities of iricticn between imssia and Germany were
aVOid alq

liolotov said, he Leman-tugsian agreenent of the previous year was ful-
£illed with Uhe exception of a single question which vas PFinland, That was
ungolved, as their agreament stil! in force go far as Iinland vas concerned,
Ihen he spoke or uhe significance of the 3=-power pacteff/fAf «hal was the neaning
~of the new order in Mro e and Asia and in what respect would the USSR be a
participant? Questions with regard bo kussials interests inthe 3alkansand
and the Dlack sea would have to Le cleared up, In relation to soumania, Bulgaria
and JTurkey it would be easier for the .ussian govermeni tw loke a definite position
if they were given explanation, They were interested in the ilew Order in -
urope and particularly in the tempo and form of this new Order. They would aiso
like to have some idea of the Asian order,

ditler answered that the 3-power pact would arcange matters in Hurope in
relation to the natural interests of the uropcan states ani thal Germany would
consuld the soviet Union before a settlement was reached, [his was also true
for Asia vhere wssia wiould tske part. iHitler thought it possible in conjuncgion
with iussia to r-isc the question of the Hlaeck .ea, Balkans and Turkey, the m tter
was really onc or securing the iirst erystallization for a comprehensive cooperations
The crux of the natter was to prevent w1l albempls of jmerica to dominate Burope,
fhe US had nothin_ tc look for in lurope ov ifrika or Asia, uolotov sail that le
was fully in agreement with hiller's romarks aboul the roles of the US and ngland,

e thought that ussia col: &

. ARe parb in a 3-power pact on the condivion that s
cane in as a ;Jal"tnet'. L‘ & u.l-:'. she
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