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ALTLIED ITICNARY FORCE
0flice of Auaiutdnt Chlef of utaff, G-2

SUBJECT: Interregation of ALBERYT SFEIR, Former Reich Minister of
Armaments and Var Prceduction

7th Sescion = 10:15 ~ 12:%0 hrs, - 1lst June 1945

PART I

1, STEIR volunteered the following additions te topics discussed in
earlier interrogations: ‘

a) The organization of post~rnid messures after the attack on the
MLYBACH plant was in the hends of a Herr (OCIEL, of the ORENSTEIN & KOPTEL
fim, who should be a good source on this and similar operations.

b) The incorporation of economic censiderations in military strategy,
and economic warfare pnlicy in general, was the responsibility of the
Tehmachtsfuehrungssteb, and not the Generalstab des leeres,

THE 3,8, IIT IIDUSTRY

2, SPLIR was asked to describe the industrial activities of the 5.8,
He stated that the $,3,, over & number of yesrs, had been attenpting to build
up an industrial cowbine (Industrieikonzern) of its own., In SPEFR's view, their
mein motive originally was to make wmmey so as to ve inderendent of the Reich
Treasury for fund s, They scquired industrial firms indiscrimnetdly and at first
on a fairly swell scele, usually by talziag over Jewish-owned and other
expropriated firue, One of the £,35, interests was in the soft drinks indusiry,
SPIIR was smused by the suggestion cunted to niwm as having oome from another
source (OHTENUXKFY) thet this interest was due to HDLILN's concern over
xcessive alcohol consumption in the 5, 5,;:in his view the profit-metive was
decisive hcre, too, The first E,reat coun by the 3,3, was the acquisitlon of the
MANFRED TEISS Vorks in .TU_)J,*‘;S ‘.', which SPEERER t;nu.ght had occurred in early 1944.
The incident occurred showrtly after the Hungerian Government had confiscated
Jewish~owned factories, including the WEILS plants, HILLIR, possibly through
an intermediary not knovm to SPIW, made a deal with the Jewish owmers of
WEISS who signed over their works to him azainst permissicn to proceed to
SYITZERLATD, SPZIR hcard of this when the German smbascador in RBUDAPLST
telephoned him to report that he had been placed in en imposcible position by
HOATIR, as the TEINS worlks were teclmic:zlly the zroporty of the Hungarian
State, SPEER domedictely intorvened with HITLED, not only to help the
ambassador, but also bacause he expected that the 38 would manage the WIISS
works inefficiently, The whole questicn vns to be discus-ed at a Berghof
conferaice Letueen the Geymans and the Hungorian Priue Minister, HDILIER,
however, contzctcd the Prime Minlster befeore the discussion had formally been
opcnud and by means not mown to SPELR p .rsuaded him to acquiesce in the 33
ropr‘lat,loﬂ..

1y

As p:trt of their campaign, the SS attempted to male it & condition in
alleceting labor fron concintraticon camps that plants recciving such labor «w..
ahould pass wider 33 aunngement and thc their profits should go to the 83,
SEER opposed this scheme because he frsred the insflficioncy that would result
frem technical manageaant passing into the hands of the 38, IMnally a
cempromise wes arrived et x.hc,rcby the ur‘];R Minictry vwas to retain control
as regards technical managunent, while the 75 would be in charge of labor
managadent and condit.ons of work, Mo labor otier than from concentration
camps wes Lo e emploved in such plents, S27R thought there were quite a
number of factorics run on this basis, including BO=ALLACH and the
MITOEL ZRE.  The head of 5PE Bl's LuiT0E UNTE J;LLIJJITQJJHMW.U, Herr SCHMELDER,
vas in churge of the negotiations with the S22 and lnows the detalls,

Later on the 58 tricd e orzanize indnstrisl production in the concen-
traticn cawps the ’SblVL'o, & schane which SEZ.R resisted because he fearsd that
it would resuit in inéfficiet utilization of machine vools vhich vere scarce,
and that it would talre those vlants a long time to become gencrally efficient.
hAn 3% plan Yo orrmanizs a rii‘lg ,z:o'brr ~ in PUCHT GALDE, in conjunction with the
FTETLOFERYE, was frustrate” o ¢ Froduction in 87 plants uas not
necessarily for the Waffen S3; 1n agh i in mesk cases the products were sold to
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the Heereswaffenamt, which, under an agrecnent between the S§ and Army, made
raw materials available to the S5 plants, After July 20, 1344, when SS
Gencral JUETTIER had bocome Chief of the Frsatzhecr and taken over
distribution of cguipment, this problem was simplificd in any case, _He
thought that in most cases the concentration cemp plants menufactured only
"primitive" items, Ls a typical instance of the irresponsible ways of the
$S in preduction matt.rs he quoted the casc of e 85 underground plant
near NOKOHAUSEN built under FAMMLEN's Hochlenprogramm, where the SS was
mairing 300 fighter fusclages a month, while HRMMLER kept tcelling everybody
that the plant was malzing 300 "aircrai't",

Industrial influence of the 55 was more ;pronommedl in the CZECH
PROTECIORATE, wherc it was sroaoted by the 8% "protcctors", DALUEGE, HEYDRICH
and FRANK, Here, they occaslenally organizcd "black" production of items
which they were wnable to obitein in the REICH, e.g. half-tracks, Host of -
This production was concornzd with raiios and othor iteas which were not made
in the REICH during the war, SPEER could not mention any specific plants run
by the S3 in the PROTICTORAT:, He was certain, however, that their ‘
influence did not extend to the big conc.rns like SKODA end CKD, whose
capital had been acquired by the HERMANN GCHERING WiRXE,

‘3. The 8% Tirtschafts-Verwvaltings Heuptamt existed alrcady in 1942 vhen
. SFEIR became Hianister, He confirmed tliat it vwas in full charge of SS
i industrial activitics, Its chiefl, POHL ncgotiated with SCHMELDIR on the
g o supply of concentration camp immat.s for work in industry. XAIITLR was
; under POHL, Vhen in wintcer 1943/ the S5 began meking plans for taking
over the government, SPE.R thought that [L02773 had becn carmarked as his
Lo 4 successor in the aruemcnts induwstry, or at least in e control of building,
é When SPEER was i1l in carly 1944 an intriguc was startcd by the SS to take
building controls away frow him, The 85 wantcd to sct up its ovn Baubetrich
53, a schemec under vihich the G5 was to supply 1labor, +hile the building
industry was to contributc manazement persomicl and skilled workcrs and
mechinery, This schaac did not go through, but KAMTLLR scon aftcrwards
obtaincd powcers from GCHRING to take over the underground relocation program
of the aircraft industry, against an offer to supply 200,000 workers for the
cxeeution of this project,  CPEER violetly oppossd this scheme, but finally
had to accupt it, BShorily thereafter, HOIILLR devoloped an interest in Ve
weapons, and offcrecd to HITLE! to take control of all production. Apparcntly
by vay of a comurculse, only the HITVUELTRK was transfoerred to HLITMLIR for
managemnont, This plant had buewn doveloped from caves which originally had
been a gypsum mine ovnud by I,G, FATBET, and then a WIFO oil storage depot,
KAMMLIR then obtained control of the epcrational cmployment of V-2 and later
V-1, for which he crcatcd the Division ZbV KAQLIER, After July 20,
development work en V-2, thon unuer DORMNBERGR, also camc under KAMIL:R, and
finally also jet-propelicd fighter aircraft production, SPEER considcrcd
that his position was heing scricusly wndormined by this process,

1 L, The QUSTLOIFW. RKE, according to SPE.R, werc SAUCKEL's personal

’ conc.rn, "Dey Gaulclter" hed organized them in the form of an cndovmient

’ ~ (Stiftung) in order to vraise funds for usc in the Gau, not nccessarily for
| his porsoncl benefit but also for sghanes like the re-planning of WEIIAR.
GUSTLOFMIRKE mostly consisted of ex~Jowish and other confiscated plants,
Ite subsidierics includcd the SUHL riflc factorics, the SAUCKEL WiRKE at
WELIAL, and the KMFLA underground plant, which had becen plamned to producc
1,000 jet fighters montly, a target which it never attained,

_ LaST DAYE OF THY TEIHD RLICH

5, Asked to give an account of the political background of his role,
and cconomic dovelopments during the final phascs of the war, SPELR began with
a description of JAUR's part in this comncetion, which SPEER considercd
importent, Diffcronces of opinion between the two began to arise in suwmmer
1943, when the scrics of attacls on HAMBURG hed shaken SPEER's confidence
in CERANT's ability to win the war, ©&/0%, on the othor hand, remalned
optimistie, and pcrsisted in this atiitude almost to the very cnd,

SPHLR, up to nid-1243, could considcr himself a “"strong man", He
had dircet ecces:z to HITLER, rcporbted to him verballiy at infrcquent intcrvals
and his vicws carricd weight with the Phrer, then his roports startcd
getting pessimistic, HITLER's readincss to listen to SPESR began tofall off,
and gradually SALUR, aluays the optimist, became morc and more popular with
HITLER, and was frequently summoncd to renort to him dircetly, SPEFR
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stresscd that 3AUR, unlike DORSCH, never uscd his favored position for
intriguing aga:mgt SPETR, and p\,rmna” rolations botween then remained good,
SP&E: R's peracnal intorviews with the Fhrer became morc infregucnt, and HITLER
would pay no attcntion to SPEER's warnings about GERHANY's difficulties,

 SPEZR finally decided that thesc intcrvicws werc a waste of time, so he

started reporting in writing, and soon found that his reports werce rcad by
HITLIR and sametimcs wicie acted upen, (SPER's principal roports dating from
this pardod were in his persomal files and have been secured,) SPEER noted
that the franlk tonc¢ which he edoptcd in his corrcspondence could only be
appreciated if onc lmow the modurauon of language that was the custom in
rcporting difficulties to HITLTR, Vhen SPE:'R, in & mcmorandum on the c¢ffects
of the oil offmsive, said that the consequences were "tragic" he was saying
in cffeet that the war ves lost, SPEHR repeatedly thought of resigning his
post, However, he rc.fra.ined frow deing so, becausc owing to his personal
standing vith HITLIR, he had developed into an unofiicial spokesman for all
Ministcrs in cha.rg;c of specinliscd ficlds (Faclminister), o .o
¢, g Food and fgriculturc, Theoy urged hia not to leave, bwau.;e hc was the
ohlJ one who had access to HITLER, and could go a,»gan.nst BORMAIT SPEIR had
irst wantcd to rcsign in spring 131{14 vhen during his illness DORDCH
started an intrigue agzinet hia, attempting to set himsclf up as controllcr of
building indecpendent of SPE R, On this occasion SPEZR sent FRAENK to the
OB.RSALZBIRG to warn HITLIR of his intention to lcave, but GRERING and othcers
persuaded him to change his mind, His nozition with HITLIR, howcver, ramained
wcak, and HITLER's confcrences with SAUR becamc more and more frecuent, SPLER
vas glud in a way to be out of thesc mectings, because HITLIR would usually
go into cndliss det2il vhich taxcd SPiFR's manory to the limit, He suggests
that a search should bc madc for the minutes of the HITLLR~-SAUR confcerances.

6., On January 30, 1945, aftcr thc loss of SILESIA, SPEFR dcéided that
HITLIR must be told that the var wes lost economically, He wrote a memorandum
(said to be in our hands) sctting out his arguments which he was going to
submit to HITLIR at a conference in SAUR's presconce, SPEiR had bricfed SAUR
not to intorvene until he had prescntcd all his argwacnts, During the
conferenee, however, SAUR forgot all cbout the briefing and indulged in his
custonary rosy optinism, cariying HITLILR with him, so that SPLER did not get
anyvihcre., A similar incident occurrcd lotcer in Februsry, aftor six
Hauptausschussleitor had prosented en ultimatum to SAUR, trying to force him
to go to EITLER and tcll him that the game was up, SALUR agrecd to do so, but
changed his mind again vhilc talking to HITTER, and ended up by consoling
BITLER with the nroonuct of a four-cngined jot bomber soon coming into
scrvice, Actuclly, accarding to SPILR, this bomber was not cxpectcd to mature
for ansther two yeors, SPE:R thought it vas very likely that (as Gaulelter
IIOFIR had saild undcr intorrogati on) SAUR dcliberatcly cxaggiratcd production
figurcs when reporting to HITLI® SparR edmitted that in the final phase
of thec var he had adopted the zams policy, not -nly towsrds HITLIR, but
cspecially tovards the Ganleit.rs, BSPEIR instruetcd his regional &ommi seioncra—
RCILZND in the Test, WOLFF in the Eest and SAUN in the South, to sprecad the
story that German armaments -roductiecn wms going well, His rcascon for doing so
was the fact that the Goulcit. rs startcd getting "hyst rical” towards the end
of Mereh, end werc about to carry -ut a drastic “scorchcd carth policy.

SPLR's move was part of his compaign to frustrcotce this policy, and to get the
Gaulcitors to postpone dumolitions, His idea wos o build up thCiI‘ sagging
morale through falsc tales of nrcducticn successes, SPE:R then procccded to
& detailed account of his campaign, -

SPLIRYS SABCTAGE OF THE SCCRCHED ZARTH PMCGRIILIE

7. “Then he saw that defcat waz incvitable, SPEER dceided that it was

esscntial teo save os uuch ag pO.JSlblu nf Gormen industrial capacity, transport
scrvices and public utilitics so that there would be possibilitics of cuploy-
mcnt for the common people aftor cefent and to avoid conditions of chaos,
*cting undcr orders from HITLFR, passcd on and strongly backed by BORLANY, the
Gaulciters in the thriatoened arcas weos goebid ng ready to carry out \Jldcspruad
demolitions, In the RUFR and elaavhere tm core admed primarily at thoe

pover plants, SPUIR clzimed that on his "Ntzuc"bions the Germans had

cerricd out no scorched carth policy when retriating from FRAWCE, BELGIUM and
HOL 1D, the BAIZAIS and the Government-General, He had had the nccessary
authorl’cy to issuc orders to this ¢ffect, and any scorch.ng that way have been
done vas p.rformed by the troops con their om iritiative, His refusal to scorch
the carth therc was duc to 2 desire to rave the Fronch, Belgians, cte, cte,
frow unemployment, and hc did not sce why the Gorman workers should be deprived
of thc same favor, ¥it, in thc words of on articlc by SUENDiRmalI! in the V.B,,
inspired by BORMANN, GIERMANY was to EJGEC %%%rncd into a descort", SPEER first
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tried to eounteract thouse intentions in Scptember 1944, when he sent
BORIANT a draft deerce to the effect that no destittetion measures
(Zerstoerungen), but only immobilization (Lachmungen) should be carried out
in threatened REICH territory. ‘"Lachmung" was usually effccted by raemoving
vital machiray parts and burying than, In orcer to get this proposal acecpted,
SPEFR roquested BORMANN to ask EITLIR whether the latter intendcd to re-
conquer the territory then lost (844R, 4ACHEN, LUXEMBOURG), as it was vital
to SPEER to have it back for cconomic ri.asons, HITLER, as SPE<R had expccted,
promptly rcplied that, of ccursc, he was pnlanning a re-conquest. Ls a second
move, . SPHER got HITLER to agr.c with his view that in this case 2 scorched
certh policy would only harm the Gormans end not the Allies, and asked him to
inform the Gouleitcrs sccordingly, which HITLER did, . Thus, SPEER was
covered for the time being, and he issucd a supplementary decrec to his
regional ypepreswntatives, informing thean that he would punish these who
carried out iwiobilization measurcs too cirly, but not those who carried them
out too late or not at all,. Hc¢ had o confcrence with KESTILRING on the
same subject, who also subscribcd to SPRIR's view, .

8. When the loss of the EITNILLID and UFPHEE SILAESIA caused growing
unrest among the Gaulcitors, vho kmew that their own lives werc forfeit, and
did not earc what happcned to the rest of GIRMINY, SPFER rcalized that he
would have to renew his cruapsign, Cut of their fcar, SPEIR claimed, the
Gauleitcrs pretended to be optimistic till the very last, "clutching at any
straw of hope", SPRIR was afraid, however, that when war came close to
their Gauc they would “"run smok" in scorching the carth, In particular, SPIER
had a row with FLORIAIY, in the RUHR, vhoargwed that if GIRIUNY lost the
war, both himself and thc pcople were lost in any case, a "terrible view
to take" according to SPITR, To meet these tondencics, which he know were
also strong in HITLUR's surro mdings, SPLIR wrote his mcmorandum of March
15, 1945 (seid to be in o hands) in which he said that totel cconomic
collapsc would take place within L4 to 8 weeks, In such 2 cose, SPRER
continued, hc was in favor cf conccatrating on saving the fectorics, cte,, on
which the German peovle depended for its livclihood, and the personal fatc
of the losders should be of no importence, He did not know Allied
intentions, If thoy intendcd to destroy Gorman industry, he wanted them to
tale the blame for dostroying the cxistence of a "brave and dceccent people”,
It vas at thiz timc that he formcd the Verl:chrsstab, which was to concentiratc
on maintaining transpoart scrvices,. He also urged that measurcs should be
taken to insure food supplicg. He swmarized his program in four points;.

a) There should be no destruction, only temporary "Lactmung", Hc
draftcd a dcerce by vhich the cxclusive right to instruct
Gaulecibcrs on such measurcs should roest vith him,

b) Bridges wurce tobe destroycd only for operaticnal rcasons, i,e,
chiefly in orucr to protcct plamnced lines of resistance,

e) Stocks of food and consumcrs' goods, including ‘fehmacht stocks,
should be distributed to the popula.ion, (He did not now the
Allics! intentions as regards such ctocks,)

@) Food production wes to bc given priority over aimamcnts
production,

. 9., SPERR presentcd thesc arguacnts in very blunt termus in a mceting with
HITLER (SAUR warncd hiim that he would be arrcstcd if he was not more carcful),
HITLIR asked for time to think it over and promiscd o written rcply by the
cvening, The reply was nogative, HITLIR argued that if GIRIENY lost this war,
its people would havc no right to live (Xuinc Dxistcnzberechtigung); the
"eastcrn race" was too poweriul and would destroy GERMUNY in eny casc,

SPI'R ves wmuch shoken by this reply, which provided the basis for the scorched
carth decrce (Zcrstoemngscrla.ss) of Md#rch 13, signed by HITLER, The

argumcnt was that it was usclesa to hand anything over inbtact to the encmy,
who wuld destroy it in any cease,  Dverything of dircet or indircct value to
the enany was to bc dostroyed, all bridges to be blown, ctc, SPEIR said he
kent this decrce in orucr to cxposc the authors of this policy latcr, The
deerce was implancnted in orders to the Wehmmacht fram the Chef des Wehrmachts—
transportwescns, vho ordcrcd tke crcation of a "transportation descri
(Prensportwueste) in G RUNY, and the Chef des Fachrichtenwescn$ issucd a
similar ordcr for the destruction of &ll transfommer stations, telephone
cxchanges and cebles, 41l rccords which might assist in rcstoring such
serviccs were o be burnt, SPRR hurricd to BiRLIN in oricr to try to gct
this decrc. revoked, but had to lcave for the RUHR immcdiately because he heard
that the Gauleit.rs were getting reedy for blowingup powcr plants and flooding
coal mincs, (This was on the day of thc airbornec landings acrcss the RHINE),
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SPETR found that the dcwolition partics were standing by and went to work
without delay, He found Mmany courcgeous mon in industry” who were also
detcrmined to frustrote this plan, Aftur a lote confercnce with these
industrialists, it vas deeided to provent the demolitions Ty-hiding all
detonators and fuses (Zucndschuucre) in the coal uines by throwing thcm down
the mine shafts, SPDER obtained 50 machinc-pistols with emmunition and had
than distributed, via ROHLLED, to trustworthy workers in koy installaticns,
with ordcrs ©o open firc even on Gouleitcrs personally if required, The
next day SPE'R got to wori an the Gauviecitcrs, most of vhom finally yieclded
t» his crguments, and agreoed that HITLER's decrcc "could be interpreted

in SPLiR's scnse",  FLORILN alonc was reccleitrant, and wanted to go as far
as ordaring the population of tovms in his Gou, all.heavily bombed, to sct
firc to th. surviving houscs, FLORLLN rcad out this deerec to SPE.R, who
advised him to publish it vithout delsy by the most prominent weans (e. g
postcrs in the towns), which SPE.R ccnsidcred the best way of sabotaging if%,
as the peoplc would have revolted on secing it, He aslo czlled up the Party
Chancecllory asking them to stop FLONILIN,

10. After having erranged for the disscninztion of HITLIR's Zerstoerunge
scrless in order to varn the werliers, SPLVR loft for the South, whore he
conferred with XOLCIIFR and ROLCILING on how best to sabotage the decrcc,
They deeided that the best war would be for the Gauleitcrs, who did not dare
to go against HITLIR's word, to have the decree printcd and then distributed
by mail, thu:z insuring that nobody would get it in timc, SPEIR then laid on
the hiding of a stock of explosives at NECK/RZL IMERN in BiDEN, held there in
connection with construction of an undergriund ball-boaring plant, He sont
SCHULTZE~FLILITE to the 1W:0L to arrenge for the protection of the
SILVRETY. and other powir plants, and had another 50 machine pistols
distributed t, key plants in 37 GIRLIAY,

11,  On his rotum to BLRLIN, he vas informed by SEFBIU.R, who had
Just been taliing to SIUR, that a "queer! situation had arisen in the
capitel, HIOMIxA was to be nuade Var Minister, and SAUR his Plenipotentiary
for Jruoments, SPTIR rushed to the Reichskenszleid where he encountered a
frigid atmosphire, On the "Bilibcr!s gtock cxehiange" (Fuehrerboer,se) he
could always scnsc how his shares stood before oven having scen HITLIR,
This day they were very low, Finally he was officially sumuoncd to the
Fuhrer (usually he was informally invited) and had a talk with him vhich vas
conducted in e docent mamer (in menschlich anstocndiger Form), but in which
HITLIE inforucd SPLIR thet he vanted him to go on sick leave, SPEFR refuscd
to accept such a colution, and said that he would prefer a straight
dismissal, HITLIR argucd with hin that he hed no usc for & Ministcr who did
not "radiatc faith” in a criticel situntion, It was cbvious to SPI.R that
the Gaulciters had roeported to HITLER on his activitics, .ftur a lengthy
argunient, HITL:-R finally explcoined that for r.asons of foreign and domcstic
policy, hec could not afford m cutright dismissal at this moment, SPiLiR tock
this for an opportunity to srrive ot a focoescving compromise, saying that
if the Fdhrer vanted hi to accept the sick lcave solution for "reasons of
statc” he could not but acuept, Hoiwver, at this point he brought in the
runor he had heerd from 3IERLUTEK, 2nd, as his own suggestion, proposed the
HIM Lik=CLU0R arvangesent, and slsc suggested that deputies should be
appeinted for all the vericus jobs hLeld by SPEiR, HITLFR refused to
consider this provosnl, asnd started arguing again, He re-told to SPLIR all
his biography with its many difficultics and crises which he had
successfully overeene, Worn out by this tiradc, SPREER finally shut up
"so a3 not to have to insult the Flhror! and the neeting vias concluded
after two hours viithout ~ny result, It took placc on March 26, 27 or 28,

12, SPEER then wrotc o lctter to HITLIER, speéaking in purely personal
terus (mensghlich) vhich, for this rcason, he had intended to withhold from
the Allies (who found it nevertheless), He urged HITLIR once again not to
"dostroy the existence of the people", He repeated what he had told HITLIR
at their mecting - that he had neithor hope nor faith in a German victory,
that it vas time to rcalize that the war was lost, and that the Germen
léaders personally hed to foce what a just Providence had in stors for
than, Tventy-four hours later SPE.R received a telephone eall fran HITLER
and was invited to his nroscnee, Once again HITLIR presscd SPIER to declare
that he had faith, or at lenst hope, in o Gurman victory, but SPEER would
cnly go as fer as assuring HITLER that he backed him unconditionally,
HITLER finally had to be content with this ; they shook hends and aftcr
some more arguing SPE.R pursucded HITLLR to repcal his Scorched Earth
Decrec, in order to this effcct, vhich alsc re-instated SPEER in full
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control of scorched earth decisions, ns signcd 6 a,m, and SPEIR had it
immédiatcly distributcd by couriurs, ; : Gl '

13, SPLIR procceded t0 orgnnize a spceizl cwpzign to prevent bridge
daiolitions, Jftor RIILGHT and the exccutions which followed it, the cngineer
troops hod "becone ncervous™ and blew bridges on the slightcst provocation,
SPILR nade use of o swlden rosurgence of optinig: in HITLLK and his gcnerals
which was due to a plan to attack thc Southern flank of the US forccs which
then had roached _RFURT and ELAR, to press thea back us far as SUHL and
pozsibly to effect a Jjuncturc betweon the 7ENCK and MODFEL Army Groups, HITLER
told SP®.R and 3/:U1 of the great hopes which he pinned upon this attock,
SPLER rctorted that the area to be voeconoucred would be uscless to hin if
the carlier douolition oricrs had becn carried out, but HITLTR assurcd hin
that thorc had been no tine for this as the US advance had becn so rapid,
SPEIR's cosnzent on this was that it wos botter not to iasue demolition orders
in the first instonce, rathcr thon roly on their not being carried out, He
fin~1ly got HITLEX fto sign ~n or'cr on th. bridge duaolition cuesticn, to thc
ef'i cet that the CK7 vas to have poirs only to order the blowing-up of
operctionally importznt bridzcs, and engiuncer troops alone weuld be held
rasvonsible for the cxccution of such orders, /11 other bridges w.rec to be
destroyed only after -cansultation with the Ga leiters, in their capacity as
Reich Defense Coumissars, the cheimen of [riwacnts Cawmissions, and the
Reichsbahn authoritics. SPLR wes confidint that the bad state of
camunications weuld nke such consultotions inmpossible, which would save the
bridges and absolve the trrops of their responsibility, This waes only one
of his "iiloynl tricks"; othors included six or cight orders which he forged
on behalf of the Vehrnachtfuchrungsstab ordcering the non-destructicn of
speeific bridges, SPEER seid that he normnlly preferrcd norc honest ot ods,
but had no choicec in this casc, e werld have considercd it s the inost
satisfoctory end of his activitics 'if he had been callced to account for
thaa and sentwnced, It was #3111 o puzzle to hi. how he had escaped such a
fote, as he counted up arl tho scets of high treeson which he had comitted
from the end of Jonuary onwerds, and hed arrived 2t a total of over sixty,
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