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SUPREIE HELDOUARTERS
LILIED XPEDITIONARY FORCE
Office of Assistant Chief of Staff, G-Z.

i
CUBJECT: Interrozation of ALBERT SPrill, fonuer Reich Minister b
of Armaments and Tar Production, 4

3pd Sesaion - 11:00 to 12:3C hrs. - Tuesday, 29 liay 1245

ol S5 S

Pl i s e

|

1, 'V wsapmon development was under Dornberger from whoa a cor..iplete list
sho1ld be cbiaiuable, asked whether V) and V2 developnents had in any vay
interfered with the developazent of other projects, SPLiR vas quite enphatic
that it had nct., The V2 orginisation was well established at ,T;’EEF‘-TI'E:IE.E&DJ:.*:‘
“ith its own ocr-onization for canplebe design and drawing office wori; in
this respsct it aiffered from other official research undertakings where the
desiim and D,0, work had to be dene by industriel firas, The V1 was a -
comperetively simple develoopment, There vas, hovcver, sone production :
diriiculty about V2 hecause they had be-n inforaed that drawings were
coaplately finishad in the futuan of 1242, This twrned out not to be the
sasé, and V2 eventually had te be rushed into produclion very suddenly; this,
SP3R said,was the rcason why so many third-rate fimsg wore engaged upon itb:

contiacts had to be succczeld into an already too busy industry, In addition, La
V2 never had a very hich orierity: it was on the same level as itcnks and

eircraft, The priority for the proto-types was certeinly higher and he
thinks that a few hundred of the nreduction molels hoed DE pricrity,  SPEZER
sugcested thet the priority gradings which we probably inew (D% T, Ir. TIL
9% ete, ) were not considered very wesningful in the ifinistry: they attached
rreater weight to labor allocation priorities, (This subject te be :
covered in detail loter, )

24 ks regerds the records of the Schverpunicte scheme af'ter the
Flhrer's edict of June 1244, SPL R sedd ve could not £ind thoa in the iiles
of the Zentralamt; which had just arrived; most of it would bLe distributed

in scctions amony the verious developnent comaiszions, but he thought that A
GELST might have & couglete file, Sl himself scums to heve tekon little
interest in the dntoils of the projects, He wes positive that the results A

viere not laid dowal in a coaprchensive list,

3 Questioncd on cheiicel wariare, SPEIR said at once that Dr, [iBROS
of I.G. Marben LTDVIGSHIFIN was entirely reshonsitle both for develogiment

and -rofuction ond the Sondersusscluss K=Stofl was virtually the I,G, e -'-3.-_)
mentionced in this commection a new substance knowmn as H=Stoff, which was the 'ifi_\
enly onc developed end made not by I,G, Farben but by Hint at FLKENEAGIN; 5
he was not surc of the exact pirposc »f this material - it wes not recl var
sas, but he thought It could "burn vichiout oxygen”, '

bhe  On the subject of atemic explosions, SPEFR thought that the imerica
developuant was very mmch chead of Gemman, They hed done a good deal of pure o
resesrch on the subjeet for which HEISMBING was respongible in BiRLOT and i
BODE at HEIDFALBIRG, but nothing practical had yet emerged, "10 years morc
werc noeded," Gen, TROILI at one stage got intercsted and contacted SPiIR who g

issued high sriorities for 2 cyclotrons for PEREB.RG, GEIST could nrcbebly
give further dotails of .his ani also of werious liquid 'ropeliants which
had been developed, Thesc they spoke of in two classes: T~-Stoff, which

was hydrogen peroxide, ani R-Stoffe, which were the roclet fuels,

5. On alloy stecl developments in conncction with ammunition, SPEER
sald that ROICHLING had developed a weter quenching process vhich he said
enabled him to dispense with alloys to some extent, The Kaiscrwilhelmgesell-
schaft in DUSSELDORF had bemn responsible for the develogaent of "weichstahl®
a sintered iron whichwas used as a substitute for copper in driving bands,
cte, (Thesc and other metallurgical developments werc concludod before 1944.),

- T 6.  Other misccllancous dovelcpments of some intercst were:

5 . (a) The so-called "Kreislauf™ rmotors for U-boats, which used an
oxygen supply and provided under-vatcr propulgjon without using the eleotric
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(b) 4 propuls:.ve tube somewhat on 'bh:, lmes of the Argus tube used on.
the flying bomb, but about which SPEIR could give little information,

7. .The everage time which it took to develop a ncw military store,
€,g. gun or shell, could obviously not be easily given, but SPEER could
comparc the time now taken under his organization with the time ta.\ren
previously., It sceas that a store which would have taken about 2--2— years
to develop und.r the old regime he could turn cut in about a ycer.

8. Gauges and inspection equipment for any particular development were
ordered when the production drawings were couplete, i,e, at the sane’ tine
es the machine tools and mstcrial supplies, .. men nancd KINZLER wes
rosponsible for this (SPELR iiiniztry, Lehrenstelle),

9. On the subject of the ile 262 controversy, SPEER said that this vas
another exsmple of the Pihrer's personal views; he had personslly decided

that this maching sho:ld be talken off the air dcfense works for which it had

been intended and put on the gromd strafing, Nobody scaas to have agrecd
with this policy, but dircet criticism was addressed to the Pllirer only
by 3PL.R and GLILAID, who wers forbiddon to mention the subject, (July
194 aporoximately, )

10, SPII R wientioned the develomaent of infra rcr‘ ecquipnent for tanks:
about 30C vehicles uwcre actually being cquipned for 500 n range and

submachine gpuns were equipned with infra red "N-chtsichtgerfite", Therc was

a lot of difficulty in the esdueation of the crows in thic usc of this
apparatus, It was lnown as Biwa (Bild"mnc.lcr) end wes intondcd for thic
East Pront only, as it wes too eusy to couy by US and UK

11. (a) inothur interesting development was sn ultra high frequency
contrivance developed by $IETL'S and uscd in the production of Buna, SPILR
could not sey exzctly vwhat this was supposcd ©o do, dut he kacw it ecssed
or spceded up the actual production of this usterial,
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(b) Ther¢ was alsoon ultra ldgh frequency antieporsonnel weapon
which originated from trials carriel ot on capturced French tenks, whose
cast cupolas, when pelted with i, 0, fire, causcd air vibrations whlch
knmocked out crow inside,

. Prof, BARIS/NI (alsc a hollow=charge expert) deciced to dovclop
this idea to get a high-frequency long-range vibration weapmn with
physiological effects and st up an cxporinental station at LOOFIDR in the
TiR0L, The devclopnant was not ripe for usc,

12, On high frcouency and radio fuses, SFELR cculd say very little,
referring again to GEIST,

13, Golng agnin through the list of code names for V wezpons, flak
rockets and the like,SPEFR geve the following acditional informacion:
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These cvideatly formed o scries in this order of deercasging
complexity., Thc Tasserfull wes & smell /=4, perhaps 5 or 6 neters long,
controlled initizlly by tve Giant Vurzburg radar sces and having =n

acoustic or optical head for hazing on to the targu’c. Enzian was smaller,

about 3 mcters long, had small wings, and was fircd fron an inclined

position, using short rails which werc no longer than the projectile itsclf.

Its controls wuere similar to A=l and 7 sscri‘nll cxcept that it was
controlled froa the ground, whercas ‘-.‘.as.;erfal had an entircly automatic
conirol, Enzian weighed about 300 to 900 kg, and was produced by
MESSERSCHMITT but was discontinucd although favored by SPiiR,
Schnetterling was quite a primitive afiair with an acoustic hcad, It was
produced by Rhoimmetall=Borsig; hc said it was rather like the Rheinbote
scries, Thesc hc said uscd schrapnel war heads, but agrecd after some

2 diacussion that they might have baen :anmdlary schrapncl; he scemed

ather unfamiliar with this,
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Thc; 8. 8 cn flalc gun was also being dcvclopcd with shrapncl ‘ﬁ.'lJing
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_ 15, X4 might be an undervater guided bomb-torpedo controlled by wire
fran ths aircraft, (Note thc contradiction of his previous suggestion),
SPETR mentioned thet the so-called Fritz-X, which was the controlled
rockct-assisted air-to-ship weapon, also had wire control to ovircome
the liebility of thc radio controlled specimen to interfercnce, It was
this type of weooon which had sunk the Rana; it was made of special
steel for attacking battleships,

16, X7 SPEIR knew nothing about,
17. TFeucrlilie was alsc new to him,

18, 2=3 he thought might te the large rocket which VOIT BRAUN was
devcloping to fire at /MIRICE, It was cquipped with wings and VON BRALUN
had very much in mind the possibility of using ic as a peace-time passcanger
vechicle, as the acceleration was within endurable limits, (BRLUN was once
jailed by S,D. for coaplaining that his “pecceful" V-2 inventior wes being
used for war, and SPiih hed to get i out.) As with J~4, the thrust
oniy lested for & suzll part of the upward trajectory., Fe confirmcd that
the construction at WIZEDIES in the C/P GRIZ-NEZ arca had nothing to do
with tids weapon, It was toc mmch of a long-term uevclopnont,

19. Mistel, he had cxplained yesterday as boing ;:Lck-c.-bac]' aircraft,
20, Schildkrtte he was not sure sbous, but he th-uzht it might
conceivably be a Jot Cighter,

21, Taiphun and 'ber he had net heanrd of,

22, L2 42 end 43 he wes also not sure about, but this moy have been
the designation for their sinplificd copy of the LF gzyro gm sight; this

s:i.nmlif'ic;d cdition ha? proved very effective in tests, It was developed 53
under FEEVE (LEG). :

23, Peroxide propulsion for U-boets (Type XXVI) uas being tested at &
'DYIL., The propulsion unit was nade by XEU.P at E3SEN, One bost had becn i
caaplcted as an cxperimcental model, cond tvio U-boats with this type of }
propulsion were under construction at BLOIM and V0353, 4

&, SPEIR also rcferrst to a new winc fuzc which he thiught i
opcrated on nressurc differcnce and was bceing devcloped by the LZG in BERLIN &
undcr the lck dershin of their develomuent chicf PITEISEM, ;é

25, The SS scem to hove done o cerinin amount of dcw,lopmmt on their 2
ovm, TProf, GELCST had donc somc sclid, but un:.ntcrr,stlng work in the
teelnical police acadeny in BERLI: “150 SCH.ZBE, his successor, vho, ' A

hovigver, wos much rniore of a laguan and wes a 33 J.car cr of scae sort, He
had a s c*-t on duvelopient connissions as a representntive of “affen-S3, B
Kitdll oams also pushed to the front by the 88, He was plénipotuntiary for 3
Z.0,V. fsp-..c.lul weapens) anl flak rockets, GERLOSF and SCHLBE should lmow
buut "seerct crimc dcteeition cquipnent® de\,lO“’Cd by 85. The only w.ca ons
development wdortaken and svcc.us:umly carried through by the S8 wes the

8 em Reihcnwerfoer morters, wade by SKOL..,

KaTLER, assistent to SPLER, was probebly comerked by hc: S3 as his ’
successor, \Thc S5 wus vreporing 11:5 own candidates for all govermaent posts),
SPEFR did not kmow of the 539 Vorsuchsstnb,

26, is regerds operaticnal rescarch, SPE.R said that there was no
: secparate organization for this, Olflulals roprescenting HULL gencrally accompan=-
: ied new equipment into the £icld and mnde notes on its behaviour, but the only
official chenncl for gencral obs.rvations was right up to the general
steff and down again to the HiZi, SPELR somctimes succeeded in spceial cascs

in obtaining pemission for spceial officers to be sent out to rcport on
speeific matters, ' .

A The develommcnt sct-=up :.n electrichl and electron:l.c equipment waa
' somcwhat as follows:

B EUPHHIIEB (SPEZR's spelling) was in oha.rge of nava.l nrojects = most’ly
R e R»dar— SECRET




HEYNE of LIG was his counterpart for the Luftweffo, These
two werc on the main devel-cpnmt ccmmission.

GLLDEBECK was in ma"gc of projects devcloped by the
Reichspost under its own managaaent such as:

(a) X~k, an Af rocket launched by ./C with 2coustic control,
It was slow (loses height) with 1,000-2,000 m, rangc. The
problen was not solved,

(b) STORSENDIR for Redar jemming, espccially the BRMERANG
and HYPTRBOL for usc against [1llied "Panoramagcrfte",
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