OFFICE OF U. S. CHILF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF LXIS CRIMINLLITY

INTERROG.TION DIVISION SUML.RY

Interrogation &f ROSENBERG, Alfred
By: Lt. Colonel Hinkel, 25 Scptember 1945, p.m.

Pcrsons and orgnmnizations implicated,and subjcets

1, ROSENBERG
a. Confiscation ef private property (p. 2)

(1) 'Librarics and Masonic Ledges in France (p. 3)
(2) Document 065-PS dated 1 July 1940 (p. 3)
(3) Jewish Property (p. 5)
(L) Einsztzstqb Roscnberg 2nd Gocring's art collcctions
(ps 6)
(5) Document 141-PS dated 5 November 1940 (p. 11)
(6) Prepcrty appropriated for personal use (p. 12)
(7) Decument 149-PS (p. 16)
(8) ©Disposition of Jewish confiscated property (p. 19) -
(9) Document 142-PS dated 7 January 1941 (p. 24)
¢10%  Document 07293 d=~ted Q%.Aprzl 1941 (p. azy
(1i) <ther decumcnis (pe 29)
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v » +1fred Rosenberg, 25 Sept. 1lud5s Pe T

Private property as such has tc be respected, 20SCniLy; ons.iers
regarcing the letter ta Berrmann discussed in the afterncin session
of September 24. However, if certain conditi-ns nake. it desirable
ttc get held of it, prcvisicns were nade for returmn <f property, or
‘reirburserent, (2). He oadnits having cc nflSCAteu the 11br\rles
¢f the Mascnic Ledges in France, as the “Mason ie Led 1;e8 . were wc rklng
‘apgainst the interest of the Gernans, theref sre, confiscation appea
red to witness justified. (3) Icentifies CQucurients 065-PS written to
Bcrmann, dated July 1, 1940, asking him to acyuisition the ;1brgries
of the Paris Masonic Lodge, and transfer thern to Ger:iany.,

"ll¢ received sh.ortly after this cormwunicati.n iiissi.n fronm
the Fuehrer to found the hlns tzstab Resenber g, The rnission was to
ccnfiscate Jewish and ther libraries, which were ccnsicered t. be ‘
hcstile for the purp:se of scientific resecrch., (5)The cther iiissicn
tc safeguard the works .f art which had been left in h.uses and
kastles., Representatlves .f the Einsctzstab visited houses in Paris,
a brief outline was rade and they were sent to Gerhuny. &ll things
concerned with the Free llas:ns and Jews were £ rwardecC tc Frankfurt-
on-Main.

asked as tc the relati n between Einsatzstab Rosenberg and Goe-
ring's art collecticn activities, witness answers that these were
‘two separate things. .t the beginnig, he, R- oenberg,was tctsafeguard?
everything, .t the first transp .rtation, Geering so feguar el for
hinself a certain portion «f these Cﬂllectl.hu. He hal instructed the
ren in charge to put <o m the things taken by Geering. (6) 41l these
objects <f art were finally sheltered in a dry nine in .ustria, The
representatives ©Of Einsatzstab and OKW agreed up:n te ccnsider the
Einsatzstab as Wehrmachtsgefolge. (6) Utikal being Rcsenbery's
representative, (7) nsked why these treasures had tc be rericved, "
. h¢ answers that they were nit safe in the castles left behind,
where nilitary people were coniing and going. Treasures were at the
dispcesal of the Fuehrer, . ° llc adritc that alsc Geering had collece

ed a great cCeal, and he himself collectec¢ c¢nly libraries.

He identifies a docunent. written by Geering dated Paris 5 Ncvernber
1940, (141-PS) regarcding distributi.n between Einsatzstab and Geering,
Geoering had appropriated hinself 100 art object frort the very first
shiprient they made tc Gernany, being Goering's responsibility. (11)

.Rcaenberg is evasive as to how ruch he appr: prlatcd for hinself,

X le adnmits transportation of cbjects c¢f art te Germany, hcwever,
‘Genies their distributicn. all objects of art had been put down in
& catalecg by Scholtz. (12) Clains that all rmust have been found by
‘the .merican troups in the nines,
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ulfred Rcsenberg, 25 Sept. 1945, p. Il

asked as tc what dispositicns were made by Hitler regarding these
cbjects of art, i, ot firs., 2 evasive. He 'assuned thnt Hitler i
wanted to return part of it after the war to Fronce.' Questicned
whether he was aware of the fact that it was illegal to keep the
bcck acquired, = . Le answers the legal f ris had to be taken

. care of eventually after thc wviar,.

He identifies o Cccuwient written by Hitler n larch 1, 1v42,

'appointlnb Rcsenberg to seize matericls in ccopernticn with the

sk s et et e ®

chief of OKW in the cccupiedl territories. (149-rS) (16) adnits that
in the West he acted in acccrdance with this crder calling for
cenfiscotion of property belinging to Jews, or ounerless. (17)
Organizaticn acted under the cunceptlvn that the property belcnged
tc pecple, hostile, therefore, o nfiscaticn was justified. (18)
Loter on Jewish Furniture was sent te pecple in Gernmony, whe had
lost theirs through bombardement. (19) Roscenberg adnits cndorsing
this procedurc.

asked about the legality of the seizure cf French furniture which
were made after the arnistice was signed, 'the terns of which ¢id -
nct contemplate such a scizure,' Rcsenberg admits that in this case,
he was not ccncerncd with thie lognl aspects of the scizure, (21)

Powers given tc Ebert arc discusscd (22), first task to get hold
of the masomic lodges and Jewish librorics. Witness adnits that EberQ
had power to scize any property belonging © Jows, (23) ;

e identifies a lettor written by hin on Januery 7, 1941, |
(142-PS) in whic¢h fornally Utikal was asked to perform the "outics of
Ebert, on acccunt <f latter's illness. (24)

He had kept B:rrnann informed as to activities of the Ein-
satzstab. Roscnberg is questionced why he kept Bornann inforncd and
replics, because Bormann was head of the Porty Chancellery. He had
becn Chicf cof Staff of Rudclph Hess, and when Hess got away he re=
rieined in the sare coapocity with the Fuhrer.

Fricticns arc discusscd betwoen Lin stzstab and Pulice rogarding
keeping <f certain matcericls which had been cunfiscateds, asked whes

ther an ogrecricnt finally was reachod, 2 woohors cnswers, that
arrangenents were finally nade with Heydrich that the p)llCL should
keep such bocks and nktprlgls which vwere of irmecdiate intorcst te

the p.lice, whilc Eins.tzstob should kecp the rest. (27)

Interr.ogator rofers te ancther letter writton to B rriann cn “pril
23, 1941, (071-PS) in which !o::blirg -  declarcd any work conhected
Wlth hlst rical rc¢secarch shculd core in his province. The police de-
clincd ond this refusal was naintained. (27) a8 to storage of nates
rizls collecected, R\senberg repeats, at Tanzenberg, in the nincs and
in vari.us c&stlos in Bavaria, Othcr narics could be found with

Seheltz and Utikal.
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s#1lfred Rosenberg, 25 Scpt. 1545, p. n.

Scveral decuricnts are shown to hirn  weritton tc Treasury, and
othiers written by Reichslciter Schwarz, Party Trcasurcr to hi:

' regarding funds for Einsatzstab, uWs.well as lctters written Dy Chief

Dircctor Schirmer and cthers, They arc all identificd by Rosenberg.
(ev)




