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OFFICE OF U. S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL - ,
FOR THE FROSECUTICN OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

INTERROGATTON DIVISION

Interrogation of Von RIBBENTROP
By: Colonel Brundage,,20 September, 1945, p.m., Nuremberg

PERUONS TVPLTG.TED .ND “URJECTS

15 Vo RTREENTROT

Qe Rugsin
1} ‘rti-Coriniery Pact of 1936 (po. 4-6, 4-10, 14=l15)
{#) Tciiey tovurds Russia (pp. 12-13, 20, 23-24)
(3) Poct with Russiz in 1939 (pp. 18, °2)

be  Poland (p, 27)

C. austrin
{1) Rree~lling of von Papen (p. 2¢)
(2) Hitler‘c rols in ‘notrion miters {p. 30)

d. Fnglond
(1) rel-tion with Cormany (pp. 30--32, 34, £0)
(2} Nonimtervuntior committee of Spain (pp. 30-32)
(3) pirksen (p, 37--38)
(4) Negotiations on Colonies (p. 43)
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JOACHIM VON RIBBENTROP, 20. Scpt. lvac.

_BUSSIA_

Ribbuntrop said the Anti-~Comintern Puct of 1936, signcd by hinm-
sclf, was madc for rcasons of anti-Communist. Weltanschauung, not

as a poitical instrument against the Soviect Union, Wt to cstablish
a general anti-Communist front (p. 4 -6). Ho admitted there was "no
doubt a political clemcnt of a kind" in the Pact, which was 'anti-
Russion" (p. 9 = 10). The brecak in Germany+ts policy towards Russic
and China datced from thc coming to power of National Socialismus,
and ncgotiations lcading to the Pact were "to a ccrtain extent honds
led dircctly by the Fuchror and mysclf," outsidc thc Forcign Officc
(ps 12 - 13, 20). The¢ Burcau Ribbentrop was "a part of the National
Scocialist Purty", financcd by both the Party and State, with a
function to '"get good rclations" with various foreign ccuntries in -
Eurcpe, especially Britain and France, but occupied itself also witn
Jepanvse questions and ass$ted in negoticting the Anti-Comintern
Poct with Japan (p. 14 - 15). Therc was not always 100 percent agreoc-

- ment betwcen him and Neurath, Ribbentrop said, stressing he did tell

Neurath in 136 cbout thc forthcoming Pact (p. 18).

The Pact with Rusgsia in 1v3y was sincerely,intended, not as.a
matter of convenience for the moment, but as an uttempt to bridge
two Weltauffeossungen (p. 223. In 1y40 thc Fuehrer had the impression
the Russians tended to move too faor west, got reports on the dove-
lopment of th¢ Russian war potontial, the question of the Weltan-
enschouung played in again, finally the trip of Sir Stafford Cripps
to Moscow=-all this, primarily military rcasons, made thc Fuchror
chonge his attitude toward the Soviet Union (p. 23 - 24).

_EOLAND
On Poland Ribbentrop said "It was agreat misfortunc Pilsudski
died, bccause the Fuchrer falt he ecould have workcd out with him

a solution of German-Polish problems, and therc would have booun
no war in 1939" (p. 27.).
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On Austria Ribbentrop szid he didn't remember having recalled
von Papen a day or two bofore the German troops moved into that
country, or the motivation for rccalling him (p. 2v). The siganing
of documcnts, the cntire qustrian matter was handled by the Fuchrer,
"and we only got thesc points wecks later" (p. 30).
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JOACHIM VON RIBBENTROP, 20. Scpt. ...5

ENGLAND

On Englcond, Ribbentrop said ho wanted an alliance with thuat
country; "Wc¢ had quitc 2 number of fricnds there. There was King
Edvard, add so on." Hc said his mission wns complicated by the fact
thot in the "nonintervention committce of Spain” the Britisch
often sidcd with France, Russic, aend "Red Spain" while the Fuchrer
the Italinns, and himself 2lways stocd with Franco (p. 30 - 32).
Blames the failurc of nis mission in Loadon on the fact that, al-
ready in 1936, 2o number of prominent Zngl ishmen, cmong them
Vonsi ttart, declined to liston tc his and the Fuehrer's proposal
for an Anglo-German agrocnent because they fearcd that onc day
National Siecialist Germany would get oo strongy (34). He didn't re -
member having dcclincd to sce his man Dirkscn, Ambasscdor to London,
who roturned to Berlin two wocks before the outbreak of the war
(pe 37 = 38), although fricndship witk. England weas o priority with
hime(p. 40).Hc didn't rcmemocr that Chembcrlain offcred to ncgo-
tiate on ocolonies in 1l9yL€ or cver (p. 43).




