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Interrogation of JOACEIM von RIBBENTROY
By: Co. Brundag. 31 dAugust, 1lv45, p. m. Nurcmboerg
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PErS0IIS 4ND SUBJECTS IMPLICLTED

1. RIBBENTROF

2. Importonce of good rclations with U.S.
b. approisal of zctivities in US of

1) Germen Bund (4)

2) Forouign Ofrice (4-5)

3) nuslandorganizotion of Bohle crcotcd by Hess (16)
c. Germen activities in South amoricn, (5-6), (1l6-18)

2  HITLER :

a. asabttitudc toward war with U.S. (11, 12, le)
b. Knowlcdgc of Pcarl Harbor (20)
" 1) actions agoinst U.S. after Pcarl EHarbor
c. Idea of 'Living Svace' (Lebunsroum) (13)
{1l) Russia (14)

GERMAN*AMERICAN REL.TIONS

Thru various pr¢ss rcports and documents found in Warsaw,
the Fuehrer got the impression thot there werce important circles
in Washington driving towards wzr with Germany (p.l-2). Sincc :
1638, whcn he become Fo”uwgn Ministcr, Ribbentrop said he stresse
the 1mbo"t nee of good relations with the U.S, (p3). Did not
think thorc were subversive clements in the U.S. The scvercl ,
German "bunds’ ond Kuhn wore admittedly: ”influcnqing the German
elements! thorc, (p.4). However, thoe Forcign 0ffice, repruscntod
by ambassador Dickhoff, had the princinle of not meddling in
smerican affairs (p.4-6), but it thore worce such activitics, the
40 (nuslonds-Organisastion) of Bohle (ond creoted by Eess) (p.l6),
would bc¢ in charge, as it was, for instance in South america
(pe5-6, 16.18). Wantcd to sund Schacht on o goodwill tour to the
UeSe.e, but that did not came o£f (p.6). The Fuchrer sa2id the UeS.
had alrcady decided to back Britain wnd wos actuclly Lviping
her with volunters and supplics.. From 1v38 until Pearl Harbor,
"no provocation whnatuver' was committcd by Germony agoinst the
UeS. (P+7-9). The Fuchrer wonted no wor with the U.S. ond had %
no territorial ambitions in the western hemisphere (p.ll), bocause
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W the american war potcntiﬂl (b) and thoro "was no
~‘»w for it" {(p31g,18Y.

PE.RL  H..RBOR

Pearl Harbor '"was 2 surprisc for us. We knew nothing abut it
(p.20)+ Ribbentrop said . his "main view" of thce 3-Power Pact was
to kecp the U.S... out of the war, Of coursc, hc had scen that
rulations between the U.Seine and Jopan were not the best, but
fclt therc was going to be some adjustment of diffcrencces
(peR1,23)s With Pcarl Harber ncws at hand, he bold the Fuchror i
that according to the stirulntions of thce 3=Fower Pact and since k2
Joapan had attacked, "we did not have to deelarc war on the U.S,nay ;
© formally", to which the Fuchrer ruplicd: (a) The U.S... "is alrea
. ay shooting agoinst our ships"; (b) "The 3-Power Pact would be
politically dcad if Germany d1d not stand with Jopans" (c¢) "Give.
thc passports to the U.S... rceprescntatives " (p.25- 20). Hitler's
goowing fanaticlism (p.2¥), population policy (p.2vy) racialism and
"radicalism (p.30) as factors prolonging the war, &
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LEBELSR..UM  DOCTRINE

The ideoa of "living spacc" (Lobensroum)rno doubt playced a
role in the Fuchrer's political thinking. To him, Ribbontrop, 3
howevcr, he ncver spocificd anything but stresscd the importancce: o
of "gotting the German minority countr ¢s into the Roich"(p.13). e
-There was no program for the conquest of Europc, ond then of

other countrics, at least it was ncver the subject of dlscussion
between the Fuchrer aond himsd f. {

i, . RUSSI

Undoubtedly, "samewherc in tho Farty) in literature and cven
in Hitler's book "Méin Kempf' tho thought was cxpresscd that Gor-
many could find living spacc only in the -east. oftor the outbruak =
qft.the.war ageinst Russisz, that thought took definitc shape (p.l4
Ribbentrop believed Hitlcer would have been satisficd if the: Polis
‘question had been scttled."satisfdetorily', but ho could.not say!

~how much he would hove boeen satisficd as: hc did not know his ulti
- mage idcoas.e (15). o e : 5 o
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