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Interrogation of von RIBBENTROP, Joachim

By: Colonel Brundage, 29 August 1945, a.m.
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Persons and organizations implicated, and subjects

1, RIBBENTRCOP

a, German Foreign Minister (1-2)
Y. German Ambassador to London (1-2)
c. lember of NSDAP (11-14) '
d.  Acpuaintances with
“ (1) Bruening (2)
(2) Roehm (4)
(3)  Papen (4)
e+ Commissioner for Dissrmament (7,9,10)
f.' Ambessador-at-Large (10)
g. Chief Nazi eime (2-3)
he Seizure of Power by the Nazis
(1) Negotiations %o appoint Eitler Chancellor (4-6)
(2) Meetings wita Papen and Hitler (5-6)
(3) Ribbentrop's desls preceding Hitler's appointment to
Chencellory (7-8)
(4) Discussions desling with Treaty of Verssilles (7-8)
is. M"Mein Keampf" and Ribbentrop's reaction to matters advo-
cated therein (11-16)
Jeo Persecution of Jews and churches (18-20)
k. *Foreign policy end responsibility for it (21)
1. ' Undieing loyelty to Hitler (23-24)

GOV2aNmeNT AND PARTY AFFILIATION

Ribbventrop said he became German Foreign Minister on the 4th
or 5th of February 1938. 1In 1937 he wrs Germen Ambassador to London
(1-2).. Joined NSDAP in 1922 but did not belong to Party veterans of
1921. Later he said he joinéd the NSDAP in 1932 (11,14). Used
to vote for Stresemenn (4) and had "great esteem for Bruening" (2).

In 1932 ~ 1922 he met Helldorf, a NSDAP veteran in Berlin, and Roehm,

and through them got to know the Party. "On the other hand I knew
Papen, who was also a national man, but he came from the Right
Wing of the Catholic Party" (4). Ribbentrop .seid he got his first
official job in 1934 "when I became Commissioner for Disarmament!
(7). The Fuehrer wanted to erasate an Army, and since he was
interested in the Yquality of armements', and since
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he,,Ribbentrop, had widely traveled in England and France,
the Puehrer thought he was the right man for the job (9),

As Commissioner for Disarmamcnt Ribbentrop, under theo Gorman
. Foredgn Minister, had to treat "esvecially the question of
rearmament as a whole" (10), In 1935, Ribbentron became
Ambassador~at~large and in that canvacity ncgotiated the Naval
Agreement with Britain {(10),

CHIEF AIMS OF NAZIS
Ribbentrov said Hitler's chief aim from the -
" outset was "to Testore a froec and indevendent strong Gormany,
. both politically and oconomically, becausc he was of the
opiniony~-and rightfully, I think,~-fthat former governments
had not succccded in bringing Germany into a position in
which she could stand up, in the long run, without coming
~into chaotic conditions" (R), Poor German cconomy 1931 -« 1932,
.unemployment, fivc million communist voters listcd as factors
'necessitating political change (2,3).

SEIZURE OF POVER IN GERMANY

Ribbentroo said he did not vartieipate in
tneogotiations" to make Hitler Chancellor in August~1932° (4)

" Wanted "patriotic front" from Nazis to Center Party (5).

"At the instigation of Helldorf", Ribbontrop went to scec

Papen who told him that Hlndonburg would not havc Hitlor as
Chancollor (5), Ribbentrop offcrcd to soc Hitler to ascortain
{a) whother "thinws could be arranged in somc way"; {(b) vhothor
ho ecould "bring Papon and Hitler togecther again' (5), So in ‘
"August 1932 Ribbontrop met Hitlcr porsonally for the first
4imo at the Borghof (5), found that Hitler was thoroughly
distrustful of Papen (6) and told the Fuchrer he would not

" try again to arrangoc a mocting betwoon him and Papen (6),

' Nothing was donc while Goneral Schleichor was in vower (6

Then Hitler and Papon met again in tho housc of Baron von
Schrocdery but Ribbontrop did not know "vhat hapvencd there®

- (6), About a wock aftcer that, in January 1933, Ribbentrop vas
. agked to bring Hitlor and Papcn togecther again for conver=-
sations at his, Ribbontrop's housc,

Ribbéntrop admitted (a) "I belicve that thosc
conversations in my housc euntributed to the fact that later
~on tho Hitleor govern®ent was formod" (7; though he qualified
this admiseien by saying hc didn't participatec "in thec matorial
sido e« tho discussions”)j (b) His own aim was to "form a
pavriotic front to stn bilizebusinoss and political conditionss
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that is, to bring Germany equality and abolish the vorst
clauscs of the Versaillcs Trcaty" {(7)3 {e¢) Hitler had re-
vcatedly askod him for an oninion "about cortain mattcrs”
end in this way "I beoecamcy soft of in nrivate canaeity,
nolitecal advisor, or let'!s say, voliteal collaborator in the :
forciegn moliciocs of Hitlcr" \8) (d) Ho agroecd with Hitlor that
the Versaillces Troaty was "in most of its clauscs an imnossibie’
lityn \8) : '

"Ribbentron snid he told Hitler that "Mecin Kampf™
and tho Party Program verc all right as "fighting slogans for
fighting »ncoples %o gct into vower" but wore not sulted for
statcsmen actually in vowdr {11), "I havc, of coursc, rcad
"Mcin Kampf" and tho Pnrty Procrﬂn, but I havo boon intere stod
morc in tho forcign Bolitienl nart of it" (11), Ribboentrov
statecd he had alrchy in 1933 takon oxccoption to the Fuchrer's
ovinions rcgarding (a) Prancoc, whore "I had an old friond, -
Buncau Verilla, pronrictor of tho Matin®" {12) and know Brinon(13c
(b): the Raeial Programi (e) the Jewish oucstiony (&) tho chure!
problem; {o) the frco Masons (11=16),

PERSECUTION OF JR™S AND GTURCHDNS

Botween 1933 and 1936 the Puchrer!s viows on e
Jewish and church qucstions had bBocn morc '"modcecratce" under his,y .
Ribbentrop!s, influcnce, At his ~dviecc, tho Fuchror cven nade -
a friond of Ribbontrop!s, "~ qunartcr Jou" nancd Tholrncr, a :
Party menmber {17), But lnteor on, thc Puchrcr beeame incrcﬂsin”I
adament (18=20),

RuSPO'}TST"ILTTv FOR FORTIGHI POLICY
) RiBbentron said he was rcndy 4o assumc resnons
(ibility for cverythin "I have dono n~s Gernan Forcigh !finistor™
21
"RELATION TO HITLER
Ribbontrop stated "I have boon loyal t6 the
Fuchrcr ﬁo his last day, I havo nover gond back on him, I did
not "always agrcc with him, on the eontrary, we sonctimes had
very divergent vicws, But I promided hinm in 1941 that I would
kcep faith with hin| I zave him ny word of honor that I would
not goct him into any diffieultics, HS considcred me his closos?t .
collaborator,,, 1% vas sonctincs vory difficult to koop this
promniso, and today I am sorry I have given it" (23), said
onc night think he had moro to tcll about "the owckvrouﬂd of
things" but "I want to be and remain loyal to this man, oven.
aftcr his denth, as far as I can nossibly do it" {(23), At the
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same timey "I roscrve for mysclf; of course, the right of
history %o show, whilc kccping my promisc, %ho rolec which I
havo pléycd in this whole drama'" (23), Qucssioned whether he
folt any obligation to thc Gorman pcoplc to sot forth for the
rccord Bboth good and bad thingsy Ribbontrop said "that is a
torribly difficult quostion to answer', adding "I do not want
to stand beforc the Gorman pcoplo as being disloyal to tho
Fuchrer" (23-24), :




