(7TICE OF U.S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL
FOR THE PROSECUTION OF AXIS CRIMINALITY

INTERROG..TION DIVISION SUMMARY

Interrogetion of: Erich R/EDER. .
B y: General Alexandrow of USSR Delegation, 3 November 19A5 Hl.,Nuremberg

PERSONS /ND CRG..NIZ .TIONS IMPLIC..TED, AND SUBJECTS

1. RAEDZR
a. Reservations as to personal written staterments to Russians (pp.1-2)
b. Plans for invasion of England in 1940 (p.2)
c. Plans for aggression war against Russia (pp.3-15)
(1) Knowledge of Hitler's intentions, in October 1940 (pp. 3 5 6)
(2) Knowledge of Plan Barbarossa (pp.7-15)

2. HITLER
a. Plans for invasion of Englond (p.2)
b, Pluns for aggre351on wor against Russia (pp.3-5)

3, KEITEL, JODL, OKW
a. Preparatlon of Plan Barbarossa (pp.7, 10)

'li

RESERVATIONS /S TO PERSONAL VRITTLEN ST..TEMENTS ’ o

Raeder recalls having submitted written statements on July 10, ;?
July 27, lugust 4, fugust 28 and August 30. Says he would like to‘hﬂve 0
them available when tolking with his defensc counsel; wants to use - B,
then in his defense. llade these written statements bcc~usc he weas gﬁ

asked if he wanted to cooperate with Russia and would give the benefit
of his expericnces.(pp.1-2) fAdnits thet these stgtencnts were made by

hir, but makes the rescrvation that he did not approve all statements

as surmarized in a trenseript in Berlin (p.2)

PL/NS FBR /LGGRESSIVE WAR AG..INST RUSSIA

He was asked to stmtc what he knows about preparation of the plens

. for Germ.ny s aggression egalnst the Soviet Union. Prcparations for - o
1= ndlngs in England werd made in. September, 1940; at the very latest, b

this invasion wes to be made in October, 1940, if at all in that yeor 3

a vory difficult assignment for the Navy. In Septembor it was rcalized

that they could not be ready by October, because acrial supcriority by

that time could not be obtained, a prerequisite for invasion, Hitler - .

cancelled the invasion at the cnd of September, or beginning of Octobcr, g

postponing it until Spring, 1941.(p.2) 3
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! Erich Raeder, 3 Novembcr l9h5,PM;Nuremborg.

Towards the end of October, 1940, Hitlcr told Raeder, as wcll as
all the commanders-in-chicf of the-scrvices that he was planning to

" go to war against the Soviet Union, in 1941. He supposed that the

Commanders in Chief of the JArmy had been previously informed about it,

‘as the army was far more conccrned and required longer preparation.(p.S)

Denics having any knowledge of the order issucd by the OKW and
dealing with wor agdinst Soviet Union; adds that, in Jugust or Scptom~
ber, Hitler told him he was transferring troops to the Bast. Hitler
knew that Racder wns opposcd to war against Russia and thersfore
told him nothing of his plans.(p.3) -

Says he cannot swear to it - but assumes - that he was present &at
Hitler's conference with 2ll his commonders in chief, on November 23,
1939, in whic¢h conference Hitler expoundcd his tdeas on foreign policy.

At that tine, the Germans were close Allics of the Soviets and hopeful

that the treaty with Russia would be honored. The Navy greatly favored
adherence to that treaty.(p.3) :

Cannot - renenber that Hitler, threc nonths after signing the treoty
with Russia, should have uttcred an idea such as , "We will be able to
fight Bussin if we get our hands frec in the West." it that time Hitler
cannot have intcnded te nake war against Russia; he may have talked
about it mercly hypothetically. {p.4) idds thet he would have known
about it, if Hitler as carly os-1939 had said that he nmight go to
war agoinst Russia, but-that even in Scptciber 1940, when preparing
the invaosion of England, he had no thought whotever of o wor against
Russic.(p.4). In 1939, there wns not thought of brosking relations
with Russia, and there was cortainly no talk of war against Russia. (p.5)

- Hitler nay have said thet Germany would be in o position to zo to
wor with Russia, cfter having defcoted the western powers, It is proboble
thot Hitler decided to moke wor apgoinst Russia on realizing thet he
could not invade Englend.(p.5) Recder repeats that in October 1940 he
heard for the first timc from Hitlcr about his intention to noke wor on
Russie, (p.5) and thot he was then completely surpriscd.(p.6)

PL..N BARBARCSS..

He learncd about dircetive 21, the so-called plan "Borborossa!,
towards the end of October, 1940. Thinks he wes informed very lotce
of the plan beeause Hitler knew of his opposition to a war on Russic,
Raeder had scveral very scrious conversations with Hitler in Novenber,
1940, stressing the reasons why Germany could not go to war agoinst the
Sovict Union. it the cnd of Novcrber, he belicved he had convinced
Hitler.(p.7) Knows that Hitler deelared in Deccmbcr, 1940 that the finel
plans werc drawn up and that his deeision had becn token. Racder stotces
that the dote on the documcnt coincides approxinately with the date
on which Hitler informied the Corrinnders in Chicf's of. the various scr-
yices of his intontions to go to wer agoinst Russia.(p.7) '
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Erich Raeder, 3 November 1945, Fi.,Nuremberg.

The plan "Boerbarossa'" wos prepared by the OK7, As to whether he
knows this document, he says "I must have been informed".(p.7) Rocder
assumecs that the plan "Barbarossa' constitutes a final plan of attack,
but that therc were not definite instructions for any action in it,
thot it merely meant one had to be prepared for such orders. No dote
for the start of war vwos fixed in the plan. The plan was not cven an
order to undertake the preparations, it merely states what would be
necessary in case of war. (p.8)

The plan "B arbarossa' cxpressed for the first time, in writing ;
the idea that a war ogninst Russia was possible:(p:8) Although Hitler
in October 1940 gave indicntions of contemplating war agrinst Russia,
the plan was conceived only for an eventuality of Russia chonging her
attitude.(pp.8-9) The plan"Barbarossa" wes an attempt to prepare the
rninds of the chicfs of the armed forces for an eventual war agoinst
the Soviet Union. (9) It was not an operational order; it was a
dircctive, to apply in the cvent of war ageinst Russiai(p.9) idmits
that the dircctive wns put into practice June 22, 1941, but - never-
theless -~ it was not an order which provided for an opening of hosti~
lities (pp.9-10) After this dircctive had been issued, it wes no

longer possible to tcll Hitler that a war against Russia was impossible.

(p.10)

Racder naintains he had nothing to do with the preparations of the
plan; that it was preparcd by the OKW; that he had nothing to do with
the preparation of the part dealing-with thc plans for the Navy,
either. The OKY had o navel nember, as well as air force and army
nerbers. A1l nembers of the OK7 were under Jodl and Keitel. (p.10)

Jodl and Kcitcl did not discuss or consult with him, sincc he
was not a ricriber of the OKW.(p,10) Neither did the Naval General Staff
porticipate in preparing this plon.(p.10) fccording to the plan,
the noavy began ibks smoll preparcations in March l9hl.(p.9) Racder re-
c¢2lls the dircetive decling with employment of the flect. It came
fron the-operational staff of the German Navy, signed by idmiral
Fritschec, chicf of that staff. .inother signaturc on the docuncnt is
that of Thpgner.(p.12) Says he asswies responsibility for the actions
of his subordin~tcs,providing thesc actions were’in complioncermikh
his orders but that the Chief of naval operations, who was his sub-
ordinate, issucd this documcnt on his own, without informing Racder.
Although he had the authoritg to issuc it "under his own firm", hc
should have submitted it to fodder, for information (pil2)

Ilnintains he recad about this‘document for the first time in the
indictrnent. Had he scen it before, his initials should be on it.(p.12)
Colls the part of the document which seys that "there preveils no
intcrest as to whether or not the eivilion populotion would survive
the operntions", a supcrfluous expression of 2 personzl view, to which
he would not have agreed had he secn it; he would have deleted such
a staterent.(p.12) Docs not know whether Hitler's directives werc
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Eric iRaedsr, 3 November 1945, Fi,,Nurcmberg.

followed in-the documcnt: Says ! 7&@ Adniral Fritsche had discussions with
the OKV and, undoubtedly, his ifgsgructions camc fron the Fuchrer. (p.13)
vective signed by Jodl and Keitel, dealing
3 and othcr citics; the Navy was not con-
v citics. (p.13)

with the destruction of Lcningr-
cerned with actions ageinst oth

Racder agrces thot the docywent constitutes a eriminal violaticn of
ks and customs of war, but nc points out
that it was scnt to the Novy onlly for informetiony thot it come from the
OKW by order of Hitlor.(p.lh) O7 is responsiblc for such dircctives,
within the OK7T the opcrational gection. «dds thot such documents mercly
re~transmit OKW instructions, nics that rcesponsibility for the contonts
rests with the Chicf of the Nevspand the Chicf of Staff of the Navy.(p.l4)

Regarding the-commnicotio from the Chicf of Staff of the Navy,

deted Septermber 29, 1941, the Nejry was passing on verbal instructions

it hed rcccived from the OKW in ¢ nersonal mecting between the OKY
and the naval rcprescntative,




