12 November 1946

MAMURANDUM TO AGCUHMFANY THiaL BRIKF
ves, Defendent Erich Raeder

The purpose of thies memorandum ie to polnt out the weaknesses in the
case anzinét frieh Rreder and anticinate oshe defences evallable to him,
1. PBuilding the German Hevy
Rarder will contend 1% was hie duty to build as strong & Navy
*g vogsible, unler treaty limitations, and Germany did not violate the
tresties. e do not have sazies of the Anglo Germun.nsval Treaties (1935 !

and 1907), Ve co have documents (C-166, C-154, 0-165, 0-196) showing the
gsize of the Garman Navy,

83

a. Beoeder may argue that the invasion of Norway (p.4 of brief)
was » defensive zeasure in the war against “ngland, antieipating Haglish
maneuvers to obtain Norwegian bases for the British fleet and Royal Alr
Forcs,

b. Hasder may c¢laim that the einking of neutral merchant shipping,
especislly Greek shipe (p.5 of brief), was a part of the intensification
of submarine warfara., It was forced on Uarmany by neutral ships radioing
the pogitlons of U-boats, end by the strength of the allied air forces,.

It was condoned by the U, S, when fresident Roosevelt declared the waters
around &ngland a blocksde zone prohidited to U, S, shipping,

¢, Reedler ean point out his opvosition to the attack on USSR
(p.5 of brief), and the extinction of $t, Petershurg (p.6 of wrief). The
docunents cited show that Nzader arpgued with Hitler to nostpone the attack i
on UZSh until Zngzland had been defeated, and to svare the harbor facilities
of 3%, Petersburg. May I roint out that the nzme 3t. letersburg was

changed to Leningrad after the lasgt war,

2. HReeder can claim that the trespessing on Swedish wetere and

the contemileted mining of Turkish waters (p.6 of brief) ware only antieipa-
tory orders to counteract zozsible British activity in those regions. We

have no evidence that thess orders were evecuted. 1




Memo - Erich Haeder

8., Rkurder of Prisoncrs of War
The Hitler decrees of Uctobar 1942 to mmrder captured saboteurs

and comuandos (p.7 of drief), Saeder may argue, caused Reeder to resign

in January 194¢, There iz evidence in C=172 (sea 1.6 of brief vs. Dosnitsz,

that the Favy had not been complying with this order, and only 13 days

after Doenitz succeeded =zeder, he ordersi compliznce.
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