
xtie organise t i ous most d i r e c t l y respons ib le for ttiti crimen, 

wnether oomaitted againat t h e i r own nat iona l s or uguinet those 

of other o t o t e s , are 

( • } t l i e Geatapo (Geheime J t a a t e p o l l s c l • .iooret J tate 

>o l ioe ) s £ 

(bj the oD (alohorholtadlenat dee R«>lo ha führe refund 

der ) a r t e l * oeourity s e r v i c e of the a.a« and 

the Party, 

( c , the a . J « (»ohuts S t e f f e l • Ouard . a c t i o n ; . 

The o r i g i n tad I n t e r - r e l a t i o n of these organlea l i ons ure br ie f 

described below« 

(a , jghj (fra^po 

U ) ri istory, i t was f l r a t created In ruaala by Goring, 

as M o i i t e r - r r e s i d e n t and i«lnieter of tue i n t e r i o r of ; ruaala. 

during 1^3« Before tiw.t date each ;>tate (Land; In the Oerman 

Reich had contro l l ed l t a own p o l i c e . Odrlug purged the pre­

e x i s t i n g russlan p o l i t i c a l p o l i c e , f i l l e d l t a ranks with 

trusted u .o . and a,A. men end (Kov. l£>3) gave i t a d i a t l n o t 

organiaat iou under eluege* 3«J« Chief of Berl in and North-west 

Germany. 

lllxealer did the l i k e for the other ate tea (Under) and, i n 

June 1936» i t was Himuler, not Goring, who was appointed head 

of the Qeriaan P o l i c e under the Minis ter of the Interior« The 

p o l i c e had« in fao t , been 'nat iona l i sed* and the Reich had 

replaoed the s t a t e s (Länder) aa the auprerae c o n t r o l l i n g authori ty 

On June 26, 193&» Hlsmlor laaued a decree d iv id ing control 

of the e n t i r e po l loe force of the l?eloh between two head 

Off loea, both subordinate t o himaelf. These two branches 

were the VtttoWaltMPtelil (Order Po l i ce , or orpo) and th« 

a i o n e r h e l t e p o l i a e i (aecur i ty P o l i c e , or u i p o j . The l a t t e r 

waa again aubdlYlded in to two branohee, the .SriflUy^QPUlfa 

(Criminal n l i c e , or Krlpo) and the Oeatapo (aee above)« 
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U*> tessttsMfcesw* OrgwilaationalUr, therefore» the 

Gestapo fonao a branch of the Reich Mlnlatry of the Interior, 

as thuai 

uiniater of tu« interior 

head of the Ocrman Folie« 

Gestapo Kriminalpolisei 

The head urfloe of the Gestapo la Amt IV (Offloa IT) of the 

ftf«9ftill9fttrtaU*ft»Wt»fl* (*•*<* off ice for security of the 

Rsiohy. I t has regional and local offloea under l t a head 

Offloa. 

( i A i> Function* The Gestapo deals b / way of prevent ion 

or punishment with a l l p o l l t l o a l offenoea against the security 

of the Reich. oinoe a l l hunan a e t i v l t l e s were regarded as 

p o l i t i c a l by the lias i s any itlnd of opposition» even though we 

ahould ueeoribe i t as economic» oultural or rel ig ious f e l l with­

in the Gestapo's orbit* I t ahould be added that a decision of 

the bupreoe Administrative Court decided that a Prussian LAW 

of /et». 10» 1^3o» exempting the actions of the Oeetapo from 

review by the Courts» was valid for the whole Reich« There 

«as therefore no legal redreaa against any action taken by the 

Gestapo. 

( i r ; Methode. The method of procedure adopted by the 

Gesti.po was to arrest any person suspected of h o s t i l i t y to the 

Noxls and» after "examination" in a local Oeatapo h. ,« to 

commit him to "protective cue tody" (under a decree of 2 March, 

1>3J>/ in « concentration camp. 

These camps were not organised and staffed direct ly by 

the Gestapo but by the a.ü. »irtaohjtft» uflfl YtnTffllWl'llllll 

(u.a. ^oonomlo and Administrative Offloe) the fourth department 

of which wae. ent i t led gjJMDiag iMsw iMÜUWm sVg BswlMSBÜswaM 

lager (command and admlniatrstlon of Concentration Gamps;* Tht 

head of this l a s t ofi'loe appointed the Gsmp Go.amndants end 

the s ta f f s «ere drawn from the a* a« volunteers to the y.,G. 

Totankoufyerfrflflfle (ijeath'e head units; formed original ly for 

th i s purpose in Xjbb. 
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Butt though not on to« surface directly responsible 

organisationally for the routine admlnistrutlon of the campe, 

there «as one ^or more J i o l i t i o a l Commissar drawn from the 

po l i t i ca l aaotlon of tha oaatapo In eaoh camp. L i t t l e la known 

directly about thaaa off i o i a l s . But thaj were bat tar paid 

than th« Oamp Commandants themeclvee and i t 1 1 1 aafa to guess 

that they vara directly roaponalble for seeing that oaatapo li .*. 

policy «aa axaouted and» therefore, for a adding tha indlTldual 

fata of tha inmate« 

( b ; fij.p. tt tfatffflrtWalt^aWftl m f ftsaJsMaflsmttCa1 mlftl Mat smtt l a M 

C1-* Hlatory. Thia organisation eeems to hare bean 

created in 1933 out of tha a. a. Praaa and information service. 

In Ijjk Hitler made i t tha axcluaire information and aeourlty 

service of tha Party. 

U i ; tMkw\lmttB%? 'ihm *»•!>• 1ft an intel l igence service. 

l t a function la to col lect information about a l l a c t i v i t i e s of 

lndlTlduala or groupa which, In tha Hsxi sense, are 'subversive* 

i . e . host i le In any degree to Saal policy* Thia include« 

Burvelllano« of parsons and groups a1thin tha Party i t s e l f . 

( i l l ; mtsamVsMlaamV Tti« SaI>* h a» ft »taff of full-t ime 

paid officer« and o f f i c i a l s , aaalsted by voluntary helpers 

'fhrgmnUa«1** Mitglieds»! drawn from the rente of tha 

smcaflamtifll (oeneral; a.a. I t haa regional and local offloea 

£°l'l i^ltabaahnitta (Main aeotlona;, 17 Abaehaitta (oactlona;, 

20 B i s t t i t t a M B i l f e m ^ ( 2 0 h « Ä d u t p o o t a ^ . 

I t i s Important to obaerre that tha a«Jfcf though formally 

and by i t s t i t l e a Party formation under the S .a . , la wary 

c lose ly connected with the Oaatapo. Himmler combined tha 

offloea and funotiona of head of tha German l'olloe with those 

of ftCftgftftfflftror torn« a™1» »* * lower l e v e l , the regional 

inspectors of tha security pol ice arc also Inspectors of tha 

Lwaplte, therefore, physically and organleatlonally 

dist inct Head off icee in Berlin tha Oaatapo and S.D., both 

manned by o.a. membera, ore very intimately connected and, 
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f u n c t i o n a l l y , the >>*+>• provides the Gestapo with much of the 

information upon »men i t acta . 

1 , 0 , l i t e „< - » WJ» 

(i> ilia to ry. The -...>. was crea ted , in U2j$ out of the 

e a r l i e r small formations. 

la January VJty Himmler was appointed i t s Jhief by ill t i e r . 

I t expanded from 210 members to ;>«>tuuG between IJ2J-J>2>9 a l l 

s p e c i a l l y s e l e c t e d us an e l i t e bodyguard of fanat iou l ;;a*.isf 

sworn to un ^ueeHoning ouedience to n i t l e r . I t waa only made 

a s p e c i a l formation of the i'orty a f t er the .urge of tune 50, 

Ui^t when iti> memberu had struck do»n muny of the ir old com­

rades of the .,./<• . 'hereafter, though always remaining an 

S l i t e s p e c i a l l y »-.elected and p r i v i l e g e d , i t has g r e a t l y e x ­

panded. by ljj>j i t contained some 2 > Ü , Ü J U iaen. 

U i > organisat ion . ( a , The . . . u . . as a uhol* i s /mown 

as the Allgemeine (General/ ... »̂ I t s ch ie f was Himmler, 

ivei|0hall4hrer •.. * , and i t had a centra l o f f i c e in n e r l i n , 

divided into l o departments. I t was a l s o organised reg iona l ly 

on the b a s i c of the ,.ehr k r e i s e ( « u l i t a r y d i s t r i c t s ; with sub­

ordinate l o c a l s e c t i o n s i f .oschni t te , • 

(by The S icherhe i t»d iens t . (See aboy« ( b ; . y 

( o ; The >,affen m.o. mi l i t ary formations which. 

uefore the war, were divided in to b*J. Verltyl^uniJBtruuije i . e . 

un i t s unattached for par t i cu lar dut i e s and ava i lab le for 

s p e c i a l dut i e s (o. c > . crushing on in terna l revo l t ;* 

. . . . . . ,'Dtenlmffl^rYerbände (see (a ; ( i v , ; . 

ivurin^ the war ..affen j . b . d i v i s i o n s to the number of 

aucut yi have been created and nave served on a l l f r o n t s . 

(dy In addi t ion to these p o l i c e and mi l i tary bodies 

the J.J« developed an educational and training organi sa t ion 

with i t s own houses as centres i n large towns and at some 

u n i v e r s i t i e s , and i t s own o f f i c e r s ' t ra in ing auhools. I t 

had, too, spec ia l s o c i a l s erv ice schemes f o r i t s members and 

i t u own in terna l system of d i s c i p l i n a r y punishment through 

i t s s p e c i a l Jour tu. 
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(Hi) Funotlon. The S.S. «as intended to be the chose 

Order of German Men (and Women) to guard and perpetuate the Nazi 

idea. There is no doubt that upon it and its members, «ho 

include the great majority of officers and6fficials of the 

Gestapo and S.D., must fall the most immediate and personal 

responsibility for German atrocities. 

•he other 'para-military* organisations of the Nazis may 

deserve brief consideration. 

They are the following: 

(a) The S.A. (Storm Abteilung) usually known in 

English as Storm Troopers 

(b) The N.S.K.K. (Motor Corps) 

(o) The N.S.F.K. (Flying Corps) 

(a) 

Of these the S.A. is the oldest and much the largest, 

its estimated membership being from lj,*-2 million men. But 

though in ite early days the S.A., under Rohm, was a powerful 

body with considerable influence on party policy, and though 

it then contained some of the worst 'thugs' of the Party, it 

has never recovered its importance since the purge of June 30, 

193U when its leaders were killed. Some of its most fanatical 

members were also absorbed into the S.S. between 1933-9* As 

an organisation the S.A. now performs mainly routine and 

auxiliary duties. Its main influence in war crimes has 

probably been through the behaviour of its individual members 

when incorporated into the Wehrmacht. It has, nowever, one 

separate military unit, the S.A. Standarte ffeldhernhalle which, 

when incorporated into the 60)h motorised infantry division in 

June 19U3» gave its name to the division iPanzer-Grenadier 

Division Feldhernhalle). 

(bj 

The N.S.K.K. (Motor Corps) is of much wore recent origin 

(1931) °ut neither it nor the N.S.F.K. (Flying Corps - founded 

1937) ba8 hacjfeny policy-making influenoe, nor uny special 
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refutation for brutality. Too/ hare rather beea training 

grounds and auxiliary f orutatlont for U*c regular uiotorised and 

flying foruationa. 

Vo the uii;ui of a layukm certain diXiioultiee arise in indicting 

tii« Uerslupo, .,.,... cud »•£,. «nich ure subuiittediror consideration. 

( i , The Dce'.'̂ A) u.>. enrti to ue, in law. a eub->G*parUoent 

of tue «eich «i . i s try of tue Interior. Jan a »uu-departuient, 

or a •..uii&try, of a .^vere in . .Ute be indicted aa suohY 

'4 i i , successful indicuyent of tue >•>. ... naa Nho^e would 

certt iuly cover che loajority of tue «or at war criminals. but 

It would o-cit a nuraoer of ^ol i t ioal aiilitary und industrial 

lenders of importance. These would require to toe dealt with 

oy a separata .-rocess. 

( i i i y The •>.'-. letdera «ould i^eit to trunafer responsibi l i ty 

to higher .arty or -tote authority, >*nd there would toe consider­

able force in their pies . Tue al t la te responsibi l i ty does 

see» to ff.ll apo". lue rarty as suen. It wsa do.ainant even, orw 

tue •»täte. The f i r s t art ic le of Che la» of 1 eceaoer. IJÜ, 

"to uafetusrd the unity of rarty and -tute" expresses the 

intiiaao/ of the union betweea the two in i t s f i r s t paragraph. 

41. ( i , After the victory of the national soc ia l i s t 

revolution the "ationul >ociuliat .orkers' i arty i s the 

bearer Jrtacrlai of the German . t ä t e idea i„ta»ts*ed»u*ea*> 

tu-d i t indistioiubly uounü up with the «tute itait dem -taat 

ouioallch verbunden.. 

The nature of thut union mac defined by Hitler himself at 

the * arty i<^lly at Ifurftiiijerij in l^i+. "It i s not the ^tate 

wruea 0ive^. it» orcsert- to u&9 out we who c;ivc orders to the 

otete« It i s not the ~tote which ha* created as; we fashioned 

for oursolvee teed -{nie ." The dynamic creator of po l icy , 

responsible therefore for i t e r e s u l t s , has been the Nazi 

xunj. l t e agent, the wt»itet has been f i l l e d with Tarty 

o f f . c i u l s who, ac o i l l e e r s of the täte , have carried out 

the purpouee of the «'arty. I t i s for consideration whether. 
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to obviate the plea of orders from higher authority« the 

Party as such» Including Its subordinate organisations, 

should not be Indloted. 

i*\ 

*£-/. /t*sist6,~~I • 

2Uth May. 19U5. Research Department, 
Foreign office. 


