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The organisations most directly responsible for Naz. crimes,
wnetiner committed agoinst their own nationals or aguinst those
of otaher .,taotes, are

(a) the Gestapo (Geheime jtaatspolixei = Leoret Jtate

rolice)

(b, the yD (yicherheitsdienst des Re ;gultﬂhg:%(gq

der jartei = ecuritiy oervice of the Seiie
the Jjarty,

(c, the beue (oghutg staffe)l = Guard .ection;.

The origlia a.ud inter-relativn of these organisutions ure briefl

described below.
(a, Lfhe Gestapo

(1, History. it wes first crested in russia by GOring,
as ¥inister-rresideut sud <inister of tue interior of russia,
during 1Ys3e Before thnt date each :tate ([ and, in the GCerman
Reich Land controlled its owa .0lice. G8ri.g purged the pre-
existing  russian political police, filled ite ranks with
trusted Leue and ughe men ond (Hove 15,5, gove it & distinct
organisation under eluege, ... Chief of Berlin and Rorth-west
germany.

lilmmler did the like for the other :states (LAnder) and, in
June 1936, it was Himnler, not GOring, who was appointed Head
of the Jermsp Folice under the iiniste:,r of the Interior. The
police hed, in fact, been 'nationalised’ and the Reich had
repylaced the states (Jdgder) as the supreme controlling authority.

On June 26, 1936, Hinmler issued a decree dividing control
of the entire police force of the eich between two Head
Offices, both subordinate to himself. These two brenches

were the Ordnungepolizei (Order irolice, or Orpo) and the
8icherheitepoligei (lecwrity rolice, or uipo). The latter
was again subdivided into two bdranches, the Nriminalpolisei
(Criminal iolice, or Kripo) and the Geata, o (see above;.
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(14, Qrzanisation. Organisationally, therefore, the
Gestapo forms a branch of the Reich Mialistry of the Interior,
as thus:
inister of the Ianterior
Head of the :ocmn Police
urdnungspolisel sicherheitapolizel
| S L -
Gestapo Kriminalpolisei
The Head Oifice of the Gestapo is Amt 1V (Office 1V) of the
Reichasicherheitsheuptont (Head Office for security of the
Reich,. It has regional and local offices under its lead
Office.

(141, Fungtion. The Gestapo deals by way of preveation
or punishment with all political offences against the security
of the Reich. singe all human astivities were regarded as
political by the lNaxis any kind of opposition, even though we
should describe it as economic, cultural or religious fell with-
in the Uestayo's orvit. It should be added that a decision of
the Luyreme sdministrative court decided that a Frussian .aw
of reb. 10, 1lY36, exempting the actions of the Gestapo from
review by the Courts, was valid for the whole Reich. There
was therefore no legal redress against any action taken by the
Cestapo.

(iv, Meothods. The method of procedure adopted by the
Gestiuyo was to arrest any person suspected of hostility to the
Nezis and, after "examination" in a local Gestapo H. .. toO
comnit him to "protective custody” (under a decree of 2 March,
1735, in a congcentration camp.

These camps were not organised and staffed directly by

the Gestapo but by the J.U. wirtechafts und Verwaltungsamt
(veue Zoonoumic and Administrative Office) the fourth department

of which was entitled PUlrung und Verweltung der Konsentrations
lager (command and ad&ainistration of Concentration camps,. The
head of this lust ofrice appointed the Canp Co.mandants and
the staffs were drawn from the S.L. volunteers to the ,.S.
Totenkoufverhinde (veath's Head units, forwed originally for
this purpose in 1y53.
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Nt. though not on the surface dircetly responsible
orgenisationally for the routine administration of the camps,
there was one (or more) rolitical Comaissar drawn from the
political section of the CGestapo in each camp. Little is known
directly about these officials. But they were better paid
than the Camp Commnandants themselves and it seems safe 10 guess
thut they were directly responsible for seeing that Jestapo ..
policy was executed and, therefore, for deciding the individual
fate of the inmates.

(b)

or _Sicherhs :
(1) History. This orgsaisstion seems to have been
created in 1933 out of the S.5. Press and information service.
In 1,54 Hitler made it the exclusive information and security
service of the Party.

(41, Zungtions. The S.De 18 an intelligence service.
Its function is to collesct information sbout all activities of
individuals or groups which, in the Naxzl sense, are 'subversive'
ies¢s hostile in any degree to Hazi poligy. This includes
surveillance of persons and groups within the Party itself.

(1411) organigsation. The S.D. has a staff of full=time
paid officers and officisls, assisted by voluntary helpers
(shrensmtliche Mitglieder) drawn from the ranks of the
Addgemeine (General, 5.8, 1t has regional and local offices
(12 ieitebachnitte (Main sections;, 17 sbaghaitte (vections;,
20 Haupteusgenstellen (20 lHead _utposts, /.

It is important to obaerve that the u.U., though formally
and by 1ts title a Party formation under the S.5., i8 very
closely connected with the Gestapo. Himaler combined the
offices and functions of ilead of the German I'0lice with those
of ReichsfUhrer ..i. and, at a lower level, the regional
lnspectors of the Security cfolice arc also Inspeators of the

bespite, therefore, physically and organisationally
distinoct Head Uffices ‘n Berlin the Gestapo and L.l., both
manned by v.5. menbers, are very intimately oconnected and,
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functionully, the ve..o. provides the Gestupo with much of the
informuation upoil wnich it wots.

\C, aii e

(1, ilstory.  The w.ue was created, in 1ljy2), out of the

earlier suull forautions.

1n Junuary 1,29y limaler was apyyointed its Chief by liltler.
It expunded from 270 members Lo 52,000 between 12J-.5, all
speciully selected us un élite bLodyguerd uf funuticul laslis,
8wOoriL L0 un.uestioniny ovedience to alitler. It was only made
& speciul formation of the rarty af'ter the ,urge of vune 3V,
1)8., when 1its wembers huad struck down muny of their old cow=
rudes vl LOe ... :hereurter,'thoudh ulrwuys remalnliy an
Elite speciully selected und privileged, it has greatly ex-—
cunded. By 152 1t contulned soime 250,00V men.

(11, rgunlgution. (a, ihe veue, @8 & wholg i8 <nOWNR
a8 the .illjeumeing (Ueneral, .... Its chief wus iiianuiler,
aedehsidhrer ..., ond it Qaud v geatrul oftice in wverlin,
divided into 1lu depurtuento. It wuat s&leo orguilieed regionully
oin the busio of the geurkreisg («ilitury .lstricts, with sub-
ordinante locul sections (pbgehuritte,.

(b, she -icherheitydienst. (Bee wnwove (b,

(¢,; & by e e Kilitary formutions wiich,

vefore the war, were divided iato ue.. XQEtﬂéﬁgggg&ggggg,i.e.

unite unattached for particular duties und usvullable for

specianl duties (e.,, crushing aa internal revolt,.

e 3 de (see (&, (iv,,.

buring the war . CR U.ve ~ivisions to the nwder of
avout 35U have been created und have served oa ull froats.

(d, ln addition to these police und wmilitary vodies
the o.oe developed ail educational wnid training orgunisation
with its own houses as ceantres in large towns and at some
universities, and its own officers' truiidin, schoouls. It
Lhad, 00, special sociul service schemss for its wmembers and
ity own internul system Of disciplinary punishaent through

its wpcciaul Jourts.
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(111) Punction. The S.8. was intended to be the chose
Order of German Men (and Yomen) to guard and perpetuate the Nazi
idea. There i1s no doubt that upon it and its members, who
include the great majority of officers an@bfficials of the
Gestapo and S.D., must fall the most immediate and personal

responsibility for German atrocities.

he other 'para-military' organisations of the Nazis may
deserve brief consideration.
They are the following:
(a) The S.A. (Storm Abteilung) usually known in
English as Storm Troopers

(b) The N.S.Kek. (Motor Corpg

(¢) The N.S.F.K. (Flying Corps)
(a)

Of these the S.A. is the ocldest and much the largest,

ites estimated membership being from 1l,-2 million men. But
though in its early days the S.A., under R8hm, was a powerful
body with considerable influence on party policy, and though
it then contained some of the worst 'thugs' of the Party, it
has never recovered its importance since the purge of June 30,
1934 when its leaders were killed. some of its most fanatical
members were also absorbed into the 5.S. between 1933-9. As
an orgunisation the 8.A. now performs wainly routine and f
auxiliary duties. Its main influence in war crimes has
probably been through the behaviour ot its individual meumbers
when incorporated into the ggggggggg; It has, nowever, one
separate military unit, the S.A. Stundarte feldhernhalle which,
when incorporated into the 60$h motorised infuntry division in ‘

June 1943, gave its name to the division (2anzer-Grenadier

Division Feldhernhalle,.
(v)

The N.3.KeK. (Motor Corps) is of much wore recent origin
(1931) but neither it nor the N.S.F.K. (Flying Corps ~ founded
1937 ) has haghny policy-making influence, uor any special
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repyutation for brutaliiye. Taecy huve rather bee: treining
grounds and auxiliary foruutions fur tue regular wmotorised and
flying foarwations.

1o the adnd Of & luyuan certuin difiiculties erise in indicting
the Ueslap0, veivs tad (ele waich are suwaittedfor consideratiion.

(1, The GesLr:po &, .6u8P5 O Ve, 14 low, & sWw-—cegartaent
of t.uo xelch aiidstry of tue iuteriolr. can a sub-dgpartmeat,
9I' & ~unidblly, Of & wovereisn olule be ladicted s sugh’

(11, Luccessful incdictluent of Lhe ve .o ase who.e would
certeinly cover ihe majority of tue #Orst war criminals. But
1t would omit e auwmder ol political military und industrial
lesders of impoarteace. ‘hese would re uire to be deslt with
LY a senerats . rocsss.

(111, The v.2. levders sould e<ex to trunafer responsibility
to hiyher .'erty or .tate authority, =ad there would be consider-
able forcc in itheir plex. Tne 21tia te responsibiiity Aoes
seem %O frll upon the rurty as u'ucu. 1t wss douinesnt eyvyen over
tue ~tates The first urticie of the lua of 1 -ecemver, 1933,
"to vafeguard the unity of rsriy and stute” exyrecses the
intiaac, of the union betwee. the tuwo in ite first ,Leragraph.

dle (1, /Lter the victory of the Hutional wucialist
revolution the atlonzl -oclalist .orkers' .srty is the
vearer \Jricerin, of tae Germun viate ides (stustegedaakens)
tind 1e daclesecolubly vouild Uy with the -tute (ait deg . taut

wilBstich verbunden, .

The nuture of thet union wae delined by ilitler himself at
the Jarty xully at ilurember;; in 1934 "It is 20t the otate
whlct cives its order: W us, but we uiw cive orders to the
wtete, It 1&g G0t the “tote which hes crested us; we farhioned
for oursolves x tnteed” the dynwale creator of olicy,
resyvusible therefore for ite res.ults, has been the Nazi
£eprty. lie asgeni, the ~iate, has boen filled with larty
off.ciuls who, &5 olficers of the Ltate, huve carried 6ut

the juryouses of the .ariy. It is for coasideration whether,
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to obviate the plea of orders from higher authority, the
Party as such, including its subordinate organisations,

should not be indicted.

A

‘Z./‘./;,w,;-./"
24th May, 19L45. Research Department,

Fcreign uffice.



