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A . - - F i e h l e r . Kar l . Mayor of Munich, member of the Reichslei tung 
of the NSDAP, SS - Gruppenführer, Member of the Reichstag. 

F iehler i s one of the "Old Guard" of the Party who took par t 
in the Munich Putsch of 1923 as a member of the "Stosstrupp H i t l e r 0 , 
and who also spent severa l months in For t ress Landsberg with H i t l e r , 
Since 1924 he was a NS member of the City Council in Munich. After 
the Nazis ' assumption of power he was made mayor of the "Capi ta l 
of the Movement" which office he held u n t i l the very day of his 
f.light from Munich. In the NSDAP he served as expert on problems 
of municipal adminis t ra t ion , and in t h i s capacity he was the holder 
of numerous public of f ices , which cons t i t u t e a l l told an impressive
ly long l i s t . The most important of these were: Chairman of the 
German "Gemeihdetag", chairman of the Office for Municipal Admini
s t r a t i on of the NSDAP, member of the Academy of German Law, In 
addit ion to a l l t h i s he i s the author of countless pamphlets and a r 
t i c l e s on the subject of NS municipal adminis t ra t ion . He belonged 
to the "Reichsleitung" of the Party since 1927. His honorarium as 
mayor and his Party perqu is i t es brought him approximately RM 40,000 
year ly , in addit ion to which he paid no ren t for h is house, 

Stripped of a l l h i s offices Fiehler emerges as an unimportant 
looking, f r a i l , trembling l i t t l e man, who seeks in his explanation 
of h i s past and his role in the Nazi Regime to take refuge in the 
"municipal administrat ion" l i n e : " I personal ly have never done 
anything i l l e g a l . I have a l so never done anything contrary to the 
pr inc ip les of e i the r German or i n t e rna t iona l Law," 

Fiehler i n s i s t s t h a t , in his capacity as mayor and municipal 
adminis t ra tor , he was concerned only with the improvement of admini
s t r a t i o n , housing problems, fos ter ing of the school system, the 
se l f -adminis t ra t ion of communities, and the modernization of public 
works. In the execution of his tasks he claims again and again 
to have run in to Party opposition and claims that the Party had 
frequently in te r fe red "in a most i l l e g a l manner" with his work. 
He maintains that he combatted these conditions constant ly and made 
c lear his point of view in countless memoranda and complaints to 
the Reichs- and Party-Chancel ler ie«. 

His office in Munich and his other municipal adminis t ra t ive 
tasks kept him so busy, he says , that he did not have time to con
cern himself with p o l i t i c a l questions and other matters of public 
l i f e . He s t a t e s that i t i s because of th i s a lso tha t he had not 
the s l i g h t e s t idea of what was going on in Dachau. "The things one 
hears nowadays are r e a l l y so shameful - they have nothing t o do 
with National Social ism." 

National Socialism as such is not held responsible by F ieh le r 
for the co l l apse , nor for the misery of the German People, nor for 
the war, nor for the crimes committed under the Regime. He a l so 
regards most of the NS leaders as men of honor l ike himself, who 
" a l l meant everything for the b e s t " , 
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In h is view the. war would have been avoidable i f the other 
powers would have shown more considerat ion for the pos i t ion of 
Germany, "Perhaps the German Regime also-made mistakes, b u t the 
sole g u i l t for the oixtbreak of the War most ce r t a in ly does not l i e 
with Germany•"• 

P iehler claims' tha t i t was only in the very l a s t weeks that 
he came to the r e a l i z a t i o n that the war could no longer be won by 
Germany. As l a t e as the 24th of February' the Führer is supposed 
to have said before a spec ia l ly Invited audience of 50-60 persons , 
among whom Pieh le r was, tha t there s t i l l remained very strong 
reason to hope for a German v i c t o r y . He said that the s i t u a t i o n 
in ,the a i r would change very quickly, as soon as j e t -prope l led 
planes would be used in great mass. As a r e s u l t of t h i s i t would 
be possible to r e s to r e equil ibrium in £he a i r , ' In addi t ion to th i s 
'One. could-count on a breach among the Al l i es in the very near fu
t u r e , inasmuch as the Americans could no longer look on while a l l 
of Europe f e l l in to the hands ol the Bolshevists and thereby 
threatened the commercial i n t e r e s t of America, This speech of the 
Führer gave new courage to his hearers and resur rec ted t h e i r hopes« 

The Last Days of Munich; The defense of Munich had never been 
se r ious ly considered, Even the Reich Commissar for Defense, Gau
l e i t e r Gies le r , i s supposed to have made clear weeks before that 
Munich could never be defended. The Mil i tary Command in the l o 
c a l i t y are supposed to especia l ly have ordered the demolit ion of 
a l l bridges across the I s a r , and 'a l so to have undertaken prepara
t ions to t h a t end. Piehler claims tha t i t was his personal service 
t o Have prevented t h i s demolition a f t e r long and d i f f i c u l t nego
t i a t i o n s with the mi l i t a ry a u t h o r i t i e s , - He was opposed to the 

iGerngross group (FAB) on the grounds tha t i t was " i l l e g a l " , "These 
v people did not have the r igh t to use the radio s t a t i on and make 
statements tha t were absolute ly un t rue . Therefore I had to under
take several co r rec t ions . " 

F ina l ly P ieh le r comes t o the conclusion: ' "Inasmuch as the 
Fuhrer is no longer with us , I see no poss ib i l i ty - for the execution 
of municipal-administrat ive tasks in a na t iona l s o c i a l i s t sense, 
My ro le apparently f in i shed ," 
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B,— Dr, Weyer.sberg, Attorney General, Chief of the Attorney 
General's Division of the "Volksgerichtshof". 

Dr. Weyersberg, a 57 
tenance, severe features, 
reminds one of the portra 
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at this time that he was 
to Attorney General. On 
the mission of forming on 
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-year old celibate with a 
and hard, cold glint in h 
it of a Spanish Inquisitor 
of the Nazi Party, and an 
e its foundation in April 
promoted from director of 
the 13th of April 1945 W, 
e or two "Senates" of the 
ich. 

bloodless coun-
is small eyes, 
. Since May 
official of 

1934. It was 
a "Landgericht" 
left Berlin with 
Volksgerichtshof 

Dr, W» is very reluctant in making any statements and unwilling 
to give any information concerning the activities of the Volks
gerichtshof "which might injure my erstwhile colleagues or the 
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Government whose o f f i c i a l I have been". He begged leave not to 
comment on the Regime, "sinco one at present r e a l l y does not know 
how a l l t h i s w i l l be judged abroad". Concerning his own a c t i v i t i e s , 
W. said tha t they consisted of examining and sighing indictments 
and jud ic i a l opinions. In his department they were concerned main
ly with cases from Austria which came to them for t r i a l and ed-
jud ica t ion . He claims to have acted only once or twice a year in 
his capacity as prosecutor . 

The Jud ic ia l Competence of the Volksgerichtshof; According t o 
the law of £4th Apri l 1934 a l l acts of high t reason, s e d i t i o n , sa
botage impairing the na t iona l defense, aiding and abe t t ing the 
enemy e t c . came under the ju r i sd ic t ion of the Volksgerichtshof. 
The number of t r i e d cases "ran in to the thousands" and the accused 
were almost without exception "Reichsdeutsche". Death sentences 
were very frequent , says W.» In previous years every sentence of 
death had t o be la id before the Fuhrer for approval. The Führer 
a t tha t time frequently exorcised his r i g h t of commutation. Later 
sentences of death were presented only to the Reich Minister of 
J u s t i c e , 

The basis and prac t ice of the j ud i c i a l competence of the Volks
gerichtshof was "quite lega l" according to W.. He further s t a t e s 
tha t the pr inc ip le "no punishment without due procedure of law" 
has never been violated by the Volksgerichtshof. The Government 
had been a l ega l one and i t therefore followed tha t a l l laws handed 
down by i t wore of necess i ty l e g a l . "My task as an o f f i c i a l was 
to enforce these laws." 

Cons t i tu t ional Sta te (Rechtsstaat) and Gestapo; Attorney 
General W. maintains tha t he never r e a l l y considered the basis of 
the Third Reich - whether i t was a cons t i t u t iona l s t a t e or no t . 
As o f f i c i a l s we believed in l e g a l i t y . The fact that the Gestapo 
assumed the r i g h t to a r r e s t thousands of people, to throw them 
in to j a i l s and concentration camps for years or to do away with 
them - and a l l t h i s withough hear ing, without jud ic i a l sentence 
was indeed-a "sore spot" . However, those matters did not come 
under the ju r i sd ic t ion of the Reich Ministry of J u s t i c e , and one 
was helpless to do anything about i t , 

W. never l i s t ened to foreign radio s t a t ions because i t was 
forbidden. "As an o f f i c i a l I could not v io l a t e any o f f i c i a l p ro
h i b i t i o n . " He had believed in a German vic tory u n t i l the very 
l a s t , "because I believed German propaganda". "How th i s collapse 
could ever have occurred - a collapse which one may very well c a l l 
unique in h is tory - i s u t t e r l y inexpl icable to me to th i s very day. 
I t would appear tha t we have been misinformed about a great many 
th ings . " 
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