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HERMANN GOERING TALKING

X. SOURCE
GOERING, Hermann, REICHSMARSCHALL. Soureo is by no moens the comical figure he g
has heon depictod so many timcs in neowspaper reports. Ho i1s noithor stupid nor a fool ﬁ

in tho Shakespcarcan scngo, but gonorally cool and oalculating: Ho is ablo to grasp. ' :
tho fundemontal issuos undor discussion immodiately. He is cortainly not a men to bo
undorratod. Although ho triod to soft-podcl many of tho most outragsous. crimes com~-
mittod by Gormeny, he said onough to show that ho is as much respongiblo for tho
policios within Gormany and for tho war itsclf, as anyonc in Gormany. GOERING took ;
great pridc in claiming that it was ho who was rosponaiblo for the planning and sue-
‘cossful cxocution of tho paratroop londing in Crote, that it was ho who had drawn up
tho plans for a capturo of Gibraltar, & plen vhich was nover carriod out becauso
HITLER was opposcd to it at tho last minute, that it wos he who was responsiblo for
tho developmont of the Luftwaffo. On the other hand ho donicd neving had anything
to do with the racial laws and with tho cuacentrotion coaupe, with tho 88 and tho
‘atrocitics committod both in Germany ond outside. GOZIRING is at all timos an actor v
who doos not disappoint MWis audicnco. Hie vanity oxtonds into the ficld of tho path~ 5
ological, as is cxoaplificd by tho poarl-groy uniform, tho hoavy, solid gold opaule . @
ottos and an onormous diamond ring on his right hand, cvon though his medals wore i
‘limitod to two, including tho Grand Cross of tho Knight's Cross with Swords and’
Diamonds. Just as nuch a part of GOERIFG arc two of his nides, OBST (Col) VON
BRAUCHITSCH, son of tho Ficld Marshal, and HPTM (Capt) KLAAS. GOZRING was only too
pleased to be ablc to discuss tho history of the past 12 years, and he gavo all
information moro than willingly to a group of intorrogators.

II. THE WAR

Qutbreak And The Polish Compaign

GOERING claims that he triod to provont HITLER from launching tho Polish compaipn, |
-and whon ho did, ond Fronce and Britain did not doclarc wor immediatoly, he attemptod .
‘onco more to bring about a poacoful solution to tho problom. Froa 1 - 3 Bopt 1939 A
tho Gorman forecce woro advancing into Poland without a declaration of war. GOIRING
roccived a mossage through his porsonal courior in SUZDEIT at noon on 3 Scpt from b
Viscount HALIFAX, in whie¢h the lattor aekod him once morc, and for tho last time, to ¢
halt tho oporations boforo it was too, lato. GOZRING bogged HITLER to stop tho Gor-
man forcoa and to malkc an offer to Britain and Franco to thc offoct that thoy would
bo willing to solve the problom poacofully, if thoy would bo allowed to koop the
torritory alrcady oceupicd in the first throc days of Sopt. This would havo moant o
the olimination of tho Folish corridor--all this torritory had beon overrun in tho '/
first throc days--nnd would havo given Gormany an arca, vwhich for o long timo wae ¥
boing joalously wntched and vory much covoted by Gormany. GOFRIIG fools that tho i
offor might havo boon accoptablc to Britain and France, on the grounds thiat it would
havo loft Poland a buffor statc botwecon Germany and Russia. Howover, boforo thoso
proposals could bc submittod to Britain and Frenco, the doclaration ef war arrived
from both thoso countrics.

The Invasion Of Franecc And The Lowlands

GOERING orodits HITLER for tho plan of tho invasion of France and the Lowlands.
Originally it was intonded to invade Franec at a much oorlior dato, pomotime during
tho winter of 1939-40. HITLZR asked GOIRIIG to inforam him ag socn ne a period of
‘fino woathor was in sight, 80 that tho Tuftwaffo could bo committod for at loast fivo
days in a row, a period which was consicored suifieient to disorganize the French
linos and to launch a powcrful offcnsive, tho main coffort of which was to. comc
around NiMUR. GOERING claimed that at that time ho wag vory much opposcd to tho in~
vasion of Francc, ond suggostod ropoatedly that it bo postponed until Spring. Ho
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was in constant fcar all through the winter that a poriod of fino wecather might pro-
cipiteatc the offonsive agninst Franco.

It was during the wintor of 1939-40 that a cortain mishap occurrcd which almost
rosultod in GOERING's ond, at lcast as a political figurc, and aight have meoant
Gormany's end, if the accidont would have beon oxploited properly by the Allics. A
- German couricr was givon the comploto plans for tho invasion of France and the Low-
lands, which wore to bc doliverod at a Goneral Staff Conforencc et Colognc. The
pilot, according to GOEZRING, got lost and landed in BELGIUM by mistako. The papors
woro promptly capturcd, but overybody rofusoed to belicve that they worc anything
_but a fako. Whon tho couricr discoverod tho mistake and found that tho planc had
landed, not on tho destincd airfiocld on the right bank of thc RHINE, but in BELGIUM,

" ho made an attompt to burn the pepors, but ho sucécoded only partially, and most

of thom woro capturod cithor intact, or at loast, in such larpce fragacnte, that tho
main gist of the documents could not bo mistaken. Whon the nows broke of what had
happoned, HITLER revod at GOZRING and told him that tho Luftweffe was rosponsiblo

for this faux pas. GOZRING told his audionce how hc sat ot home by the fircside with
.papers trying to roconstruct what had happened, and he cven burnt hie fingors trying
to find out whether or not thce courior had had timo to burn most of tho papors. A4t
the instigation of his wifo, ho called in soveral divinors and fortuno tellers who
finally roached thc conclusion that the dotailcd part cf the nlan for the invasion
nuet have beon destroyed.

Tho rosult of all this was that a ncow plan was drawn up, which was buttor than the
first, and which was finally oxcecuted, i.c. the brecakthrough at SEDAN.

GOERING was vory onthusiastic about the way in which HOLL,ND was conquerod, prid-
ing himsclf again and again for his own ingenuity in this comnmoction. Ho teolls the
story of a Dutch first licutonant who told about this incident: Gon WINKELMANN,
Commandcr of tho Dutch Armed Forces,was called up on the telophonc by this Lt who
was holding a cortain bridgo ncar tho Albert Canal. The lattor askod him for por-
mission to blow up tho bridgo bceause therc worc parachutists dropping down in tho
immodiatc viecinity. Gon WINKEL:IANN rofuscd to boliove tho story, and told him to
refrain from blowing un tho bridgo. A fow minutes lator the Lt called again, and
again Gen WINKELMANN rofuscd to belicve it, and adding that ho rofuscd to have two
divigiones cut off from rotroat,--thosc divisions wero being hounded by tho Gormane
from the front--and that it wes absolutcly impossiblc that any paratroopors would
darc to drop bchind the linos. A fow minutog later the Lt called for the last time,
saying "General, I am about to bo nrrcstod", and at that momont the German para-
troopors capturod the Lt and the bridge intact.

Tho Bombing Of ROTTERDAM

GOERING's atory of thc bombing of RCTTERDA] was vory nuch in divorgonce with tho
published storice and the known facts. GOERING claims that only ono wavo of 36
plancs carrying incondiary bombs, nono of which oxccedod 50 kg, droppod its bombsg.
GOERING boecamo vory cxcited vhon ho was asked for his cxplanation for the large num~
bor of doad and woundod. "What largc numbors of wounded?" he cried. "I tell you
what happenod, the firc brigadc was so scarod to doath (HAT SO EINEN SCHISS GEZHABT)
that it rofuscd to movo out and do anything about tho firo. That's why such a large
part of thc city burnt dowm. The destruction could have boon rostrictod to a very
small arca, if the firo brigade would havc takon any action on it. You can ask tho
BUERGERMEISTER of ROTTERDAM about that, and ho will toll you thc sanc thing. All
thosc storics of hundreds or thousondg of doad and wounded arc just invontiong and
fairy talos (ERFINDUNGEN UND MAZRCHEN). At tho most somo twenty or thirty pooplo
could have diod frou fumcs, vhilo thoy wero hiding in the collar. Whon the sccond
wave cgmo over, Gon STUDINT ordorcd a rod flarc to bo fired to provent the dropping
of moro bombe, and this was donc, and no furthor bombs woro dropncd.”

GOFRING' s Plan For Tho Moditorranocan

In 1941 GOERING had mado plans for a massivo offonsive in the Moditerrancan. Tho
plan was about as follows: Thrce Army Groups worc to tako part in what wns intonded
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- bo a-vast onvclopment oporation. Ono Army Group was to go through Spain, capturoc
Gibraltar, movo into Morocco, and roll up the front as far as TUNTS, a sccond Army
Group wns to go through Italy and move into Tripolitanie, and a third Army Group was -
togo through tho Balkans and Greoco and capturo the Dardancllos, ANKIRA,and cut
through to tho SUEZ Canal. Upon thc complotion of this move, it was planncd to
offor the following proposal to Grogh Britain: +to preosont thom with the falt
accompli that tho Meditorrancen is no longer theirs, but thnt thoy could usc it
again, if thoy would ally themsolvos with Gormany and fight against Russia. GOERING
felt that this offer would have had to be acceepted by Groat Britain, asinco thoy
could i1l afford to loge the Moditorranoan as a passage to tho Far Zast.

Actually the original plan for tho move. through Spain was GOERING ‘s bramnchild.,
Ho ‘oleims that ovorything was proparcd for thie move, which was substantially as
follows: fiftoon divisions, including © » parachute dive and throo flak corps,
worc linod up for this purposc. Appros oJO-88mm (sic) AL guns, and a numbor of
spocially constructed 80em piocos, plus a number of "mallor" 60cm arty pioccos were
to bombard GIBRALTAR until it was pulverizoa. It was folt that no living soul could
havo remainod in tho gallerios under such a bouwbardment. Tho now 80cm guns woro
alroady mounted on reilcars and wero roady to roll through Spoain. Tho guns, when
in firing position, occupiod four railroad tracks. Thc “wo parachute divs, which
woro part of tho fiftcon divs, worc hold in reoadinces to jump on the platoaus which
surround the rock of GIBRALTAR. GORRING belicves that these two dive would nover
havoe boon nocossary, sinco the bombardoment by all tho guns, vhich wngs to bo an in-
OOsaant procodurc, would havo brought tho garrigon to ito knces.

At tho last minuto HITLER refusced to carry out the plon, which ultimately includod
tho ontry into Portugal for the purponsc of sccuring thc ports and ostablighing now
U-boat bascs to substituto or supplomont thoso on tho Fronch Atlmtic Coast. GOERING
fclt that KITLER's rofusal to carry out thc plonc wag a big mistake.

Tho War With Ruassia

GOERING snys that onc of his grontost shocks was oxporienced whon HITLER docidod
to wago war against Russia. GOZRING told him that what ho wes doing was against his
own bolicfs ~nd contrary to what ho had writton nnd promiscd tho pooplo in "MEIN o i
KAMPF". HITLZR told him that it wae unavoidoblo, that tho Russians wora bocoming 5
a groater menace ovory day, and thet he would mmash tho Russian Army bofore wintor. e
, GOERING pointecd out to him that cvon if hc mashed the Russian Army, Gormany would P
still not bo sble to mako pcace with tho Russcians, but HITLER rofusod to liston. .

It was in tho wintor 1941 that GOZRING had hisg first disappointmont in HITLER.
Forced to rotroat somo distance in Ruasin, HITLER bocnmo incroasingly more ill-tonper-
od and unroasonsblo. .GOERING then reglized that HITLER wan not ablo to with-
etand sctbacks. This was in ovidonco oven moreo during tho days of tho battlo of
STALINGR,D. HITLZR rofuscd to lot tho Army of 200,000 mon undor VON P,LULUS cut its
way out, despite the fact that he was implored to do so by GOIRING and a groat majo=
rity of tho military. HITLZER callod GOIZRING ono day and asked him for a statoment
on ‘tho total number of transport plance available ~nd their total loading capacity.
GOERING told him but added that tho numbor of plancs would bc inadequate for the task
ahoad . HITLER thon askecd GOERING whothor it was possiblc to corry in supplics by
bombor, and GOZRING told him that it could bo donc, but that it was not advisable,
since many bombors worc boing used in tho battlo against Britain. HITLER calculatod
that by the usc of all availablo transport plancs and bombors, including tho uge of
a brand now wing of Ho 177's, which was just in the procoss of training for n spring
offonsivo, and for which GOERING had a particularly soft spot in hig hoart and which
ho was desperatoly trying to kocp intact during tho training poriod--he (KITLIR)

~could supnply the Army of 200,000 with caso. GOZRING protostod bittorly, strossing

the impossibility of tho job dué to a numbor of factors, including tho weather;

GOERING told HITLER that ho could not oxpcct to havo constant flying weathor, and

that somo daye it would bo impossible to fly at all, and in thot case, tho quantity

of supplios roquirod the following day would bo doublod. HITLER poraisted and GOER=~

ING triod to comply with theorders. The attompts to supply the surrounded Jrmy soon
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broke down for just thc rcasons indicated by GOERING. The weathor was atroeious

and most of tho planos were cithor wrocked on tho ground or lost in tho air through

accidents. Tho rosult of this vonturc was that aftor a short timc, most of the
transport planos, many bombors snd thc ontirec He 177 wing wereimmobilized, and
- that the battle of STALINGRAD was lost anyway -

GOERING statcs that from that timo on, the rolationship between himsolf and
HITLER stoadily dotoriorated. HITLER would givo and countormand orders so often,
that GOERING was complcotoly unablc to kcop abreast of the situation. Ho would
have a conforoncoe with him in the aftornoon, and rcturn to his quarters in tho
ovoning to find a cortain ordor waiting thore for him which tho FUEHRER had not
montioncd to him during tho conforonco. Many of theose ordors woro quitec impos—

. siblo to carry out. 4As an oxamplo of onc of those controversics, GOZRING citos an
order from HITLER which ordored tho ontiro Lufiwaffo to make an all-out attack on

»  not possibly transfor thc ontirc sirpower sgainst onc objecetive, and lcavo all
othor objcctives, ospeocially LONDON, untouched, HITLZR accusod tho Luftwaffo of

LONDON .

GOERING's attitudo with rogards tc tho Russian war was as follows during wintor
1941: "It would be the bost thing to hold on to what we have got-~the Ukreaine--
and not attompt to penctrate any further. Lot us build an East Wall with all the
- millions of workors which we havo at our disposal, ond no Russian irmy will over
+  brook through, bocausc we have a supcrior Luftwaffc, and thoy con novor broak
tho offonsive was ronowed with the well known rosultas.

GOERING claimod that during the firast fow days of tho Russian campaign, tho

" almost all of thom on tho ground. Tho Russians, ho claims, did not have any idoa

ot

supportod by VON BRAUCHITSCH, thon went on to say that thoy thomsclves did not bo-
licovo tho phonomonal succons at flrst, and only announood thoe 10ss of L900 Russian
‘planog.

- R ARG )

20 July Putoch

GOERING seid that he was supposcd to have bheon »rogoent et the meoting which was
achoduled to toko place betwoen HITLER and MUSSCLINI ot the FUEHRERHAUPTQUARTIER,

tho meoting. It vap only duo to this fact, that hc avoidod cither boing killed or
wounded .

GOERING sayo that it wns impoossiblec to orgmanizo an cffcetive anti-HITLZIR movo-
- mont nt the timo. To do away with HITLER would have probably mcont coming to an
i agroemont with the 88 on that matter, r~ni the 83 could not be trusted, GOERING
folt. Whon askod why ho did not protogt to HITLER, and why ho did not give up his
position as Chiof of thc Luftwaffec, GOZRING roplicd that he was afraid that ho
~ would congequontly losc hig plneo as guccessor to HITLER, ~nd¢ that he would bo ro-
| placed by BORMAMN, for whom ho claimed to have a spoeial dislike.

Tho Racial Policios OFf Gerupny

. socution wrs not intondod to take on the aspects which it did later on. It was

they "repregented a serious danger for the Germen nation". "After all, those Jews
who fought in the World Yar and received the Iron Cross lst class, were allowed to
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LENINGRAD in an attompt to knock out the city. When GOERING told him that ho could

cowardicc, claiming that it was afraid of tho AA guns in LENINGRAD. It was uscloss
- to tell him that the AA protection of LONDON was conegiderebly stronger than that of -
" LENINGRAD, r~nd that tho Gorman flicrs hrd not shicd awny from the task of bombing

through tho dofongos without an offoctive Air Foreco". Howover, tho following spring

Luftwaffc had torrific successcs. On onc doy thoy knockod out 2,700 Russian plancs, ¢

of what was happening in the first fow hours of this dovastating attack. GOERING,

in Zast Prussia, but thot duo to his disliko of MUSSOLINI, hc dccidod not to attond

GOERING's oxplanantion for the racial policy in Germany was as follows: Tho por-.

,orlginally intended to squeeze only those Jews who were in leading positions, since
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- remain. We even encoursged their emigration to Palestine, and helped them to leave 8§
Germany ." GOERING made no attempt to hide the fact that he was very much in favor of ’*
‘the "aryenization" of Germany, it was just the "methods" with which he was not quite |
in ascord. "pnyway, during the first few years of National Socialism we did not per
secute the Jews." He admitted that the pogroms of 1938 were "pretty bad" (RECHT

.g‘
SCHLIMM), but claimed that this wns the first instance of persecution of the Jews in . &
Germany. "It was never intended that the "Aryanization" of Germany should teke on ”ﬁj
such forms" (ES WAR NIE VORGESEHEN DASS DIE SACHE SOLCHE FORMEN ANNEHMEN SOLLTE).  , &

: N
K 1." R

Although GOERING openly admitted that he ldiew of the "existence" of concentration' 5
tamps, he claimed that he never realized that they were particulary bad 1natitutiong.v;§
"I always thought that they were places where people were employed for some useful .
- work." After seeing some of the pictures taken at DACHAU Concentration Camp, &
GOERING said "all this must have happened in the last few weeks", He said that he 7l
could not "understeand" that there are some people in Germany who could commit such o9
atrocities. 1 i

'Aﬁrocitiee'zg France L

. GOERING said that he did not believe in the atrocitles vhich the Allies claim the &
Germons had committed in Frence. "You should have seen some of the bodies of Germen 3}3
soldiers who were killed in France. It was simply ghastly, indescribable the way :
thése people looked." He diemmisesed thc mutilation of French patriots as "propaganda" .
and compared the stories with those of the last war where people were supposed to 5¢?
have been found with gomo limbs cut off. With this enswer, he diaiisased the matter. :

‘(.

GENOBST (Gol Gen) BEOK And Gon GAMELIN : b

GOERING considered Gens BECK and GAMZILIN, both one-time Chiefs of Staff of the 1
German and French Armies respectively, to be in the catogory of "drawing-room" gen-
orals (SALONGENERALE). GOZRING folt that both gencrals knew only the theory and not .
the practice. Both of them would epend most of their time weighing the different
possibilitios, all of which sounded very nice on paper.

Italy And MUSSOLINI

GOERING did not havo ono good word for Italy and MUSSOLINI. He folt that Italy
was a millstone around Germany's nock, and that Germany would have boen much better
off if they had nevor bothored about Italy. GOZRING scams to have a personal dig~ P\
like for MUSSOLINI. He imitated MUSSOLINI during his meeting ot the BRENNER Passy, - = i
whon HITLER had hurriedly arrived from Germany after hoaring that Italy planned to
march into Greoco, HITLER apparently tried to porsuade MUSSOLINI to refrain from |
such a venturo.s vl

~f

GOERING said that he had full "gympathy" for thes French if they despise Italy.

Ho felt that Italy's entry into the war one week bofore the ond of the Fronch ceam=- 3
paign was a "treacherous" move. "If I wero a Fronchmen, I would spit on the ground g
overy timo I saw an Italian". The most ridiculous thing of all, according to e
GOERING, was MUSSOLINI'B spooch at tho conclusion of thec French cempaign, whon ho -%g
said that Italy's soldiers had accomplishod the vory difficult task of ovorcoming '
"tromendous fortifiod positions", and worst of all had triumphantly amnounced the
eapture of a cortain mountain poak, which hed always boon Italian.
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