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HERMANN GOERING TALKING 

I . SOURCE 

GOERING, Hermann, REICKSMARSCKALL. Sourco i s by no moons tho comical f iguro ho 
has boon dopictod so many timoB in ncwapapor r e p o r t s - Ko i s n o i t h o r s tup id nor a fool. 
i n tho Shakoepoaroan sonso, bu t gonora l ly cool and c a l c u l a t i n g . Ko i a ablo to graßp ! 

t ho fundamental i s s u e s undor d i s cus s ion immediate ly . Ha i s c o r t a i n l y no t a man to bo 
u n d e r r a t e d . Although ho t r i o d to soft-pod.c.l »any of tho most outrageous , crimes com­
mi t tod by Germany, ho said onough to show t h a t ho i s as much r e s p o n s i b l e for tho 
p o l i c i o s wi th in Gormany and for t ho war i t s e l f , as anyone in Gormany- GOERING took 
g r o a t p r ido i n c la iming t h a t i t was ho who was r o s j o n s i b l o for tho p lanning and suo-
coss fu l exocution of tho para t roop l and ing in Cro tc , t h a t i t was ho who had drawn up 
tho p l ans for a oapturo of G i b r a l t a r , a p i en which was never ca r r iod out becauao 
HITLER was opposed to i t a t tho l a s t minute , t h a t i t was he who was r e s p o n s i b l e for 
tho development o f t h e Luftwaffe- On tho o the r han<". he denied having had anything 
to do wi th t h e r a c i a l laws and with tho concen t r a t i on comps, wi th tho SS end tho 
a t r o c i t i e s committod bo th in Germany and. o u t s i d e . GOERING i s a t a l l t imos an ac to r 
who dooa n o t d i s a p p o i n t h i s a u d i e n c e His v a n i t y extends i n t o t h e f i e l d of tho p a t h ­
o l o g i c a l , as i s exemplif ied by tho poar l -g roy uniform, tho heavy, s o l i d gold opaul— 
o t t o s and an onoraous diamond r i n g on hiB r i g h t h-and, even though h i s medals woro 

' l im i t ed to. two, i n c l u d i n g tho Grand Cros3 of tho K n i g h t ' s Cross with Swords and 
Diamonds. J u s t as much a p a r t of GOERING ore two of h i s a i d e s , OBST (Col) VON 
BRAUOHITSCH, son of tho Fiold Marshal , and HPTM (Capt) KLAAS- GOERING was only too 
pleased to be able to d i s c u s s tho h i s t o r y of the pas t 12 y e a r s , and ho gavo a l l 
informat ion more than w i l l i n g l y t o a group of i n t e r r o g a t o r s -

I I . THE WAR 

Outbreak And The P o l i s h Campaign 

GOERING claims t h a t ho t r i o d to prevent HITLER from launching tho P o l i s h campaign, 
and whon ho d i d , and Franco and B r i t a i n did no t doc laro war immodiatoly, ho attomptod 
onco more to b r i n g about a peaceful so lu t ion t o t ho problem. From 1 - 3 Sopt 1939 
tho Gorman f o r c e s woro advancing i n t o Poland without a d e c l a r a t i o n of war. GOERING 
roccivod a message through h i s porsonal cour io r in SWEDEN a t noon on 5 Sept from 
Viscount HALIFAX, in which the l a t t o r aekod him onco more, and for tho l a s t t ime, t o 
h a l t tho o p e r a t i o n s beforo i t was too, l a t o . GOERING bogged HITLER to stop tho Gor­
man for co a and to make an o f fe r to B r i t a i n and Franco to t h e of foo t t h a t thoy would 
bo w i l l i n g to solve the problem poacoful ly , i f thoy would bo allowed to koop tho 
t e r r i t o r y a l ready occupied in tho f i r s t t h r o e days of Sopt . This would havo moont 
tho e l imina t ion of tho P o l i s h c o r r i d o r — a l l t h i s t e r r i t o r y had boon overrun i n tho 
f i r s t t h r e e days—and would have given Gormany an a rea , which for . a long timo was 
boing j o a l o u s l y watched and very much covotod by Gormany. GOERING f o o l s t h a t tho 
off or might have boon accep tab le to B r i t a i n and Franco, on tho grounds t h a t i t would 
have l o f t Poland a buf fe r e t a t o botwoon Gormany and Russia« However, beforo thoso 
p roposa l s could bo oubmittod to B r i t a i n and Franco, tho d o c l a r a t i o n ef war a r r ivod 
from both thoso ooun t r i o s -

Tho Invas ion Of Franco And Tho Lowlands 

GOERING o r o d i t s HITLER for tho plan of tho invas ion of Franco end tho Lowlands-
O r i g i n a l l y i t was in tended to invade Franco a t a much o a r l i o r d a t e , somotimo dur ing 
tho winter of 1939-40. HITLER askod GOERING to inform him as soon as a per iod o f 
f ino woathor was in s i g h t , • s o t h a t tho Luftwaffo could bo committed for a t l e a s t f ive J 
days in a row, a per iod which was consU.orcd s u f f i c i e n t to d i so rgan ize tho Fronch 
l i n o s and to launch a powerful o f f e n s i v e , tho main e f f o r t of which was to.come 
around NAMUR. GOERING claimod t h a t a t t h a t timo ho was vory much opposed to tho i n ­
vas ion of France , and suggostod ropoatodly t h a t i t bo postponed u n t i l Spring« Ho 

S E C R E T • 1 



S 2 0 R 3 T 

was in cons tan t fear a l l through the winter t h a t a period of f ino weather might p r o -
o i p i t a t e the o f fens ive aga ins t Franco. 

I t was dur ing tho winter of 1959-40 t h a t a c e r t a i n mishap occurred which almost 
ro su l tod in GOERING*s ond, a t l e a s t as a p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e , and .night havo meant 
Gormany's ond, i f t h e acc iden t would have boon oxploi tod p roper ly by tho Al l i e s» A 
Gorman cour i e r was givon the comploto p lans for tho invas ion of Franco and the Low-
lands j which woro to be dol ivorod a t a General S taf f Conference a t Cologne. Tho 
p i l o t , according to G03RING, got l o s t and landed in BELGIUM by m i s t a k e The papers 
woro promptly cap tu red , but everybody rofusod to bol iovo t h a t they wore anything 
b u t a f ako . Whon the cour i e r d iscovered the mis take and found t h a t t ho piano had 
l anded , no t on tho dost inod a i r f i e l d on tho r i g h t bank of tho RHINE, but in BELGIUM, 
ho made an at tempt to burn the papers , but ho succeeded only p a r t i a l l y , and most 
of thorn woro captured e i t h e r i n t a c t , or a t l e a s t , in such la rgo fragments, t h a t tho 
main g i s t of tho documonts could not bo mis taken- Whon the nows broke of what had 
happonod, HITLER ravod a t G03RING and t o l d him t h a t tho Luftwaffe was rospons ib lo 
for t h i s faux pas- GOERING t o l d h i s audionco how ho sa t a t homo by the f i r c s i d o with 
papors t r y i n g to rocon s t r u c t what had happonod, and ho ovon burn t h i s f i n g e r s t r y i n g 
t o f ind out whether or no t the cour i e r had had timo to burn most of tho paporo . At 
tho i n s t i g a t i o n of h i e wife , he c a l l e d in sovcra l d i v i n e r s and for tuno t o l l e r s who 
f i n a l l y roachod tho conclusion t h a t tho d e t a i l e d pa r t of the plan for tho' invas ion 
must havo boon d e s t r o y e d . 

Tho r e s u l t of a l l t h i s was t h a t a new plan was drawn up, which was b . . t to r than the 
f i r s t , and which was f i n a l l y executed, i . o . tho breakthrough a t SEDAN. 

GOERING was vory o n t h u s i a s t i c about, the way in which HOLLAND was conquorod, p r i d ­
ing himsolf again and again for h i s own ingenu i ty in t h i s connoct ion . Ho t o l l s tho 
s to ry of a Dutch f i r s t l i o u t o n a n t who to ld about t h i s i n c i d e n t ; Gen WINXELMANN, 
Commander of tho Dutch Armed Forces ,was ca l l ed up on the tolophonc by t h i s Lt who 
was ho ld ing a c e r t a i n br idgo near tho Alber t Canal . The l a t t o r asked him for p e r ­
mis s ion to blow up tho br idgo because t h e r e woro p a r a c h u t i s t s dropping down in tho \ 
immodiatc v i c i n i t y . Gon WINKELMANN refused to be l i eve tho 3 tory , and t o l d him to 
r e f r a i n from blowing up tho b r i d g o . A fow minutes l a t e r the Lt ca l lod aga in , and 
again Gen WINKELMANN rofusod to bol iovo i t , and adding t h a t ho rofusod to havo two 
d i v i s i o n s cut of f from r o t r o a t , — t h o s e d i v i s i o n s woro be ing hounded by tho Gormans 
from t h e front—and t h a t i t was abso lu t e ly impossible t h a t any pa ra t roopo r s would 
dare to drop behind tho l i n o s . A few minutes l a t e r the Lt ca l lod for tho l a s t t ime, 
saying "Genera l , I 'am about to be a r r c s t o d " , and a t t h a t mom on t tho German p a r a ­
t r o o p o r s captured tho Lt and the bridge, i n t a c t . 

Tho Bombing Of ROTTERDAM 

GOERING"s s tory of tho bombing of ROTTERDAM was vory much in divorgenco with tho 
publ i shed s t o r i o s and the known f a c t s . G03RING claims t h a t only ono wave of $6 
pianos ca r ry ing incondiary bombs, nono of which oxcocdod $0 kg, droppod i t s bombs« 
GOERING bocamo vory exc i ted whon ho was asked for h i 3 explanat ion for t h e l a rgo num-
bor of doad and woundod. "What l a r g e numbors of wounded?" ho c r i o d . " I t e l l you 
what happonod, t h e f i r e b r igade was 30 soarod to death (HAT SO EINEN SCHISS GEHABT) 
t h a t i t rofuscd to movo out and do anything about tho f i r o . T h a t ' s why such a l a rgo 
p a r t of the c i t y bu rn t down» Tho d e s t r u c t i o n could have boon r o s t r i c t o d to a vory 
email a roa , i f tho f i r o br igado would havo -takon any ac t ion on i t . You can ask tho 
BUERGERMEISTER of ROTTERDAM about t h a t , and ho w i l l t o l l you tho same t h i n g . All 
those s t o r i o s of hundreds or thousands of doad and woundod aro j u s t i nvon t ions and 
f a i r y t a l e s (ERFINDUNGEN UND MASRCHEN). At t ho most somo twenty or t h i r t y pooplo 
could have diod from fumes, whilo thoy woro h i d i n g in the c o l l a r . Whon tho second 
wavo camo ovor , Gon STUDENT ordered a red f l a r o to bo f i rod to provent tho dropping 
of moro bombB, and t h i s was done, and no f u r t h e r bombs woro droppod." 

GOERING1s Plan For Tho Moditorranoan 

In 1941 GOERING had mado p lans for a massive offonoivo in the Moditorronoon• Tho 
plan was about as fo l lows : Throe Army Groups woro to toko p a r t i n what was intonded tc 
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bo; a vast onvclopmont oporation- One Army Group was to go through Spain, capturo 
Gibral tar , novo into Morocco, and r o l l up the front ao far an TUNIS, a second Army 
Group was to go through I t a l y and movo into Tr ipol i tania , and a third Army Group was. 
to go through tho Balkans and Grooco and capture tho Dardanollos, ANKARA,and cut 
through to tho SUEZ Canal- Upon the completion of t h i s move, i t was plannod to 
offor the following proposal to Groat Br i ta in : to prosent them with the f a i t 
accompli that tho Mediterranean i s no longer t h e i r s , but that they could uso i t 
again, jLfj thoy would a l ly themselves with Germany and fight against Russia- GOERING 
fel t ' tha t t h i s offer would have had to be accepted by Groat Br i ta in , sinco thoy 
could i l l afford to loso tho Moditorranoan as a passage to tho Far East . 

.Actually tho or iginal plan for tho move, through Spain was GOSRING'3 bra inchi ld . . 
Ho claim a that everything was proparcd for t h i s movo, which was substant ial ly as 
follows: fiftoon d iv is ions , including "' ~> paraehuto divs and throo f lak corps, 
woro linod up for t h i s purpose. Appro-': oJü-88imn (s ie ) k*L guns, and a numbor of 
spocially constructed 80cm piocos, plus a number of "imailor" 60cm arty piocos woro 
to bombard GIBRALTAR un t i l i t was pulverized. I t was f a i t tha t no l iv ing soul could 
havo rcmainod in tho ga l l e r i e s under such a bombardment- Tho now 80cm guns woro 
alroady mounted on r o i l cars and woro roady to r o l l through Spain- Tho guns, whon 
in f i r ing posi t ion, oooupiod four ra i l road t racks- The two parachute divs, which 
woro part of tho fiftoon diva, wore hold in readiness to jump on tho platoaus which 
surround the rock'of GIBRALTAR. GOERING belicvoa that thoso two divs would novcr 
havo boon nocossary, sinco the bombardemont by a l l tho guns, which was to bo an in -
cosoant procodurc, would havo brought tho garrison to i t s knees» 

3 

f 

. At tho l a s t minuto HITLER refused to carry out tho plan, which ult imately included 
tho entry into Portugal for tho purpose of securing the ports and es tabl ishing now 
U-boat basos to subati tuto or supplomont tho so on tho French Atlantic Coast« GOERING 
f o l t tha t HITLER'srofusal to carry out the plans was a big mistake. 

Tho War With Russia 

GOERING says tha t ono of h i s groatost shocks was oxporioncod whon HITLER docidod 
to wage war against Russia- GOERING told him that what ho was doing was against h i s 
own bol icfs and contrary to what ho had written and promised tho pooplo in "MEIN 
KAMPF"• HITLER told him that i t was unavoidable, tha t tho Russians woro bocoming 
a groatcr menaoo ovory day, and that ho would smash tho Russian Army boforo wintor. 
GOERING pointed out to him that cvon i f ho smashed tho Russian Army, Gormany would 
s t i l l not bo able to mako poaco with tho Russians, but HITLER rofuood to l is ton« 

I t wao in tho vdntor 1941 that GOSRING had h i s f i r s t disappointment in HITLER. 
Forced to r c t r o a t somo distanco in Russia, HITLER bocamo increasingly moro il l-tocpor-
od and unroasonablo. .GOSRING then real ized that HITLER was not able to with­
stand setbacks« This was in ovidonoo oven moro during tho days of tho ba t t lo of 
STALINGRAD. HITLER rofusod t o ' l o t tho Army of 200,000 men undor VON PAULUS cut i t s 
way out, do spite the fact that ho was implored to do. no by GOSRING and a groat majo­
r i t y of tho mi l i ta ry- HITLER callod GOSRING ono day and asked him for a statemont 

on the to t a l number of t ranspor t pianos available and the i r t o t a l loading capacity. 
GOSRING told him but added tha t the number of planes v/ould be inadoquato for tho task 
ahoad. HITLER thon asked GOSRING whether i t was possible to carry in supplies by 
bombor, and GOSRING told him tha t i t could be done, but that i t was not advisablo, 
sinco many bombor3 wcro boing usod in tho ba t t lo against Bri ta in- HITLER calculated 
tha t by tho uoo of a l l avoilablo transport pianos and bomboro, including tho uao of 
a brand now wing of Ho 177's , which was just in tho procoss of t ra ining for a spring 
of.fonsivo, and for which GOSRING had a par t icu lar ly Boft spot in h i s hoart and which 
ho was dosporatoly t rying to keep in t ac t during tho t r a in ing period—ho (HITLER) 
could supply the Army of 200,000 with oaso. GOSRING protestod bi t tor l f t strossing 
tho impossibi l i ty of tho job dud to a numbor of fac tors , including the woathor; 
GOERING told HITLER tha t ho could not oxpoct to havo constant f lying woathor, and , | 
t ha t somo days i t would bo impossible to fly at a l l , and in that case, tho quantity 
of supplios roquirod tho following day would bo doublod- HITLER porsistod and GOER­
ING t r iod to comply with the orders- Tho attempts to supply tho surroundod Army Boon 
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broko down for j u s t t he reasons ind ica tod by GOERING. Tho woathor was a t r o c i o u s 
and most of tho pianos woro c i t h o r wrockod on tho ground or l o s t in tho a i r through 
a c c i d e n t s • Tho r o s u l t of t h i s ven ture was t h a t a f tor a shor t t ime , most of tho 
t r a n s p o r t p i anos , many bombers and tho o n t i r o Ho 177 wing weroimmobilizod, and 
t h a t tho b a t t l o of STALINGRAD was l o s t anyway-

GOERING s t a t e s t h a t from t h a t timo on, tho r e l a t i o n s h i p between himsolf and 
HITLSR s t o a d i l y d o t o r i o r a t o d . KITLER would givo and countormond o r d e r s so o f ton , 
t h a t GOERING was completely unable to keep ab roas t of t h e s i t u a t i o n - Ho. would 
havo a conference with him in tho af tornoon, and r e t u r n to h i s q u a r t o r s in tho 
ovoning to f ind a c o r t a i n order wa i t ing thoro for him which tho FUEHRER had no t 
montioncd to him dur ing tho conforonco- Many of thoso o r d e r s woro q u i t e impos-
s i b l o to ca r ry o u t . As an oxamplo of one o f ' t h o a o c o n t r o v e r s i e s , GOERING c i t o s an 
order from HITLER which ordorod tho o n t i r o Luftwaffe to make an a l l - o u t a t t a c k on 
LENINGRAD in an at tompt to knock ou t the c i t y - Whon GOERING t o l d him t h a t ho could 
no t pos s ib ly t r a n s f o r tho o n t i r o airpowcr a g a i n s t one o b j e c t i v e , and loavo a l l 
othor o b j e c t i v e s , o s p o c i a l l y LONDON, untouched, HITLER accused tho Luftwaffo of 
cowardice, c la iming t h a t i t was a f ra id of tho AA guns in LEHNGRAD. I t was ueo loss 
to t o l l him t h a t t ho AA p ro toc t i on of LONDON was cons iderab ly s t ronger than t h a t of 
LENINGRAD, and t h a t tho Gorman f l i e r s had no t shied away from the t a s k of bombing 
LONDON. 

GOERING' B a t t i t u d o with roga rds to tho Russian war was as fo l lows dur ing wintor 
1941: " I t would be t h e boot t h i n g to hold on t o what we have go t—tho Ukraino— 
and not a t tempt to ponot ra to any f u r t h e r - Lot us bu i l d an East Wall with a l l tho 
m i l l i o n s of workors which wo have a t our d i s p o s a l , and no Russian Army wi l l ovor 
brook through, bocauso wo have a super ior Luftwaffe, and thoy can novor broak 
through tho dofonsos without an o f foc t ivc Air Forco" . Howovor, tho folloiving spr ing 
tho offons ivo was renewed with tho well known r o s u l t a -

GOERING claimed t h a t dur ing tho f i r s t fow days of tho Russian campaign, ,tho 
Luftwaffe had t e r r i f i c successes- On one day thoy knockod ou t 2,700 Russian p l a n e s , 
almost a l l of thorn on the ground. Tho Russ i ans , ho c l a ims , did not havo any idoa 
of what was happening in the f i r s t few hours of t h i s d e v a s t a t i n g a t t a c k . GOERING, 
supportod by VON BRAUCHITSCH, thon wont on to say t h a t thoy thomsclvos did no t b o -
l i o v o tho phonomonal ouccons a t f i r s t , and only announood tho l o s s of 1&Q0 Russian 
p i a n o s . 

20 Ju ly Putsch 
'«MM* «MMMiM KM • ii 

GOERING said t h a t ho waa supposed to havo boon pro sent a t the mooting which was 
schodulcd to tako p lace botwoon HITLER and MUSSOLINI a t the FUEHRERHAUPTCiUARTIER, 
in East PruE3ia, bu t t h a t duo to h i s d i s l i k o of MUSSOLINI, he decidod no t to a t tond 
tho moot ing . I t was only duo to t h i s f a c t , t h a t he avoidod c i t h e r boing k i l l o d or 
woundod. 

GOERING says t h a t i t was imposs ib le to o rgan i so on e f f e c t i v e anti-HITLER movo-
mont a t the t imo . To do away with HITLER would havo probably meant coming to an 
agrocmont with tho SS on t h a t m a t t e r , ond the S3 could no t bo t r u s t e d , GOERING 
f o l t . Whon askod why ho did not p ro too t to HITLER, ond why ho did n o t givo up h i s 
p o s i t i o n as Ohiof of tho Luftwaffe, GOERING r e p l i e d t h a t ho was a f r a id t h a t ho 
would consequent ly IOBO h i s placo as oucooanor to HITLER, ^nd t h a t ho would bo r o -
placod by BORMANN, for whom ho claimed to have a spocia l d i s l i k e 

Tho Rac ia l P o l i c i o s Of Germany 

GOERING'o oxplana t ion for tho r a c i a l po l i cy in Germany was as fo l lows : Tho por- . 
•socut ion was no t intondod to take on the a s p e c t s which i t did l a t e r o n . I t was 
. o r i g i n a l l y in tended to squeeze only those Jews who were in l ead ing poei t ions> s ince 
they " r ep re sen ted a s e r i o u s danger for tho German n a t i o n " . "After all» t hose Jews 
who fought in the World War and rece ived the I ron Cross 1 s t c l a s s , were allowed to 
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remain» We even encouraged the i r emigration to Pa les t ine , and helped them to leave 
Germany." GOERIMJ made no attempt to hide the fac t tha t he was very much in favor of 
the "aryaniaation" of Germany, i t was jus t the "methods" with which he was not quite 
in...accord. "Anyway, during the f i r s t few yeaTB of National Socialism we did not per­
secute the Jews." He admitted tha t the pogroms of 19J8 were "pretty bad" (RECHT 
SCHLIMM), but claimed that t h i s was the f i r s t instance of persecution of the Jews in * 
Germany. " I t was never intended tha t the "Aryanization" of Germany should take on 
such'forms" (ES WAR-NIE VORGESEHEN DASS DIE SACHE SOLCHE FORMEN ANNEHMEN SOLLTE). 

h 
Although GOERING openly admitted that he knew of the "existence" of concentration'; 

«Blips, he claimed that he never real ized that they were par t iculary bad ins t i tu t ions« 
""I always thought tha t they were places where people were employed for some useful 
work." After seeing some of the p ic tures taken at DACHAU Concentration Camp, 
GOERING said "a l l t h i s must have happened in the l a s t few weeks". He said that he 
could not "understand" tha t there are some people in Germany who could commit such 
a t r o c i t i e s . 

Atroci t ies In France 

GOERING said that he did not believe in the a t r o c i t i e s which the Al l ies claim the 
Germans had committed in France. "You should have seen some of the bodies of German 
soldiers who were k i l l ed in France. I t waB simply ghai t ly , indescribable the way 
these people looked." He dismissed the muti lat ion of French p a t r i o t s as "propaganda" 
and compared the s to r ies with those of the l a s t war whero poopla were supposed to 
have been found with somo limbo cut off. With t h i s answer, he dismissed the mat te r . 

OENOBST (Col Gen) BEOK And Gon GAMELIN 

GOERING considered Gens BECK and GAMELIN, both one-time Chiefs of Staff of the 
German and French Armies respect ively , to be in the catogory of "drawing-room" gen­
e r a l s (SALONGENERALE). GOERING f e l t tha t both generals knew only the theory and not 
the p rac t i ce . Both of them would spond most of the i r time weighing the different 
p o s s i b i l i t i o s , a l l of which soundod very nice on paper. 

I t a l y And MUSSOLINI 

GOERING did not havo ono good word for I t a ly and MUSSOLINI. He f e l t t ha t I t a ly 
was a millstone around Germany' s nock, and that Germany would have boon much bettor 
off i f they had novor bothered about I t a l y . GOERING socms to have a personal d i s ­
l i k e for MUSSOLINI. Ho imitated MUSSOLINI during h is meeting at the BRENNER Pass, 
when HITLER had hurriedly arrived from Germany af ter hearing that I t a ly planned to 
march into Grooco, HITLER apparently t r i ed to porsuado MUSSOLINI to refrain from 
such a venture . 

GOERING said that he had ful l "sympathy" for the French i f thoy despise I t a l y . 
Ho f e l t that I t a l y ' s entry into the war ono week boforo tho ond of tho French cam­
paign was a "treacherous" move. "If I wore a Frenchman, I would sp i t on tho ground 
every timo I saw an I t a l i a n " . Tho most r idiculous thing of a l l , according to 
GOERING, was MUSSOLINI's spooch at tho conclusion of the French campaign, whon ho 
said tha t I t a l y ' s soldiors had accomplished the vory d i f f i cu l t task of overcoming 
"tremendous fo r t i f i ed pos i t ions" , and worst of a l l had triumphantly announcod tho 
capture of a cortain mountain poak, which had always boon I t a l i a n . 
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