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EVENTS L SAD PIG UP TO 20 JULY PUTSCH 
(Cf Report Ref No SAIC/2, 10 Apr 45) 

A« ÂRLY UNDERGR0UI1D MOVEMENTS 

m Z. SOURCE 

RENK, Sail, H3IDEL3ERG, KAISERSTRA9FE 33, a 51-year-old Sooialist, who 
appears to have considerable knowledge of anti-Nazi movements. He paid for his 
political convictions by being imprisoned for almost two years (between 1934 and 
1936)> after trying to creat3 an underground organization in SW Germany. 

Rating» 0-5 Date of Information! See Text 

II. ANTI-NAZI GROUPS 

Interrogator: H.'rf.F. 

M 

"It should be understood that only the so-called intelligentsia were engaged in 
the underground movements mentioned in this report, and that the-various groups so 
engaged were to have formed a small cadre for organizations to be created after a 
successful putsch« 

LEUSCHNERi former Ministor of the Interior of Hessen, who is mentioned several 
times in this report, had by 1941 become the leader of a group of anti-Nazi intel­
lectuals and former trade union chiefs. G0SRDEL3R, former Mayor of LEIPZIG, 
-seems .to have first taken an active part in those ventures in 1941. He became the 
principal liaison man between the generals and the other factions, but he had no N 
underground movement to give him a personal backing. L3USCHNSR and G02RD2L2R col­
laborated with the goneralB, who had been plotting HITLER's downfall since 1959. 
, In addition to the clique led by LSUSCHNER, G0ERD3L2R, and the generals, an­

other small gro'.ip had been formed which mot at Count MOLTKE's castle at KREI3A, 
• Silesia. According to source, the leading personalities were» 

Count HOLTKE 
• Count York VON V/ARTSN3URG 
Dr MIERSNDCRFF (Former Social Democratic Party Representative) 
Dr HAUBACH ,, ,, 

Prof REICtf.'/EIN, HALL« ,, ,, 

LEBER ,, ,, ,, ,, • - » » 

Father DELL, S.J., MUNICH (Representing the German Catholics) 
OBEREONSISTORIALRAT ' . (Spiritual loader of the German Protestants 
(Equiv Archbishop) sinco NISMOSLLSR's-imprisonment) 

; Dr GERSTENMEIER 
, :.: • Emil HENK (Source) 

III. EARLY ATTEMPTS 

1 The first preparations for an insurrection against HITLER wero made during 
the' winter of 19391 when GENERALFELDMARSCHALL VON 3RAUCHITSCH had concentrated 

.. . •& number of armored divisions in the BERLIN aroa. However, Gen GUDER'IAN lost 
his nerve at the la9t moment, and the wholo undertaking had to bo callod off. 
(This story wa3 told to source by LEUSCHNER). 

The next try, so far as is known to source, was made in Doc 41. Then again 
VON 3RAU0HTTSCH was ready to liquidate HITLER, and the preparations had-reached 
such an advanced stage that tho Field Marshal asked LEUSCHNER to name those 
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prominent Nazis whom it was essential to kill at all costs» The coup was planned for 
Christmas 4l, but VON BRAUCHITSCH was relieved of his command 12 Dec, and the scheme 
collapsed, 

In 42, LEUSCHNER, MASS, another Socialist union loader, and KAISER, the former 
chief of the Catholic unions, reached complete agreement as to the action to be . 
taken. With GOERDELER acting as intermediary, LEUSCHNER established contact with the 
gonorals, who were represented by Gen VON BECK. Other generals known to have taken 
part in tho talks wore Gen FALKENHAUSEN and Gen KUSOHLER. GcGn MANSTSIN refused to 
take part, stating that ho was a soldier, not a politician» 

The third attempt was planned for April 42, but during a meeting between source 
and Drs MIERENDORFF and HAUBACH, at source's house in OBERSTDORF, Allgaou, it was 
decided that a putsch in 194^ would bo untimely. Tho Russians Wore still far away, 
and their political intentions were unknown, while tho Americans and tho British had 
not yet had any important military or political success, A now government would have 
had to face tremendous problems. The insurrection was thoroforo postponed, aftor Gen 
VON BECK had been notified through Count MOLTKE. 

In tho same year, GOERDELER, LEUSCHFTR, and tho former Ambassador to MOSCOvV, Count 
VON DER SCHULENBURG, drow up a plan to establish contact, first with STALIN, and 
later with the British r.nd Amorican govornmonte. Count SCHULEN3URG was to havo crossed 
tho ' Russian linos in Gon KUSCHLER's Army sector, but in tho end permission was 
refused by tho Gon's la, becauso tho fact could not have boon kept socrot. (This was 
told to source by LEUSCKN3R and MIERENDORFF, who had also shown him a memorandum 
from SCHULENBURG to HITLER, writton in May 4l, in which tho Count pleaded with tho 
FUEHRER not to go to war against Russia since tho vast spaces and tho severe climate 
presented insurmountable difficulties), 

In tho summor of 4j> the generals doclarod that a revolt on their part was impos— 
siblo, but that thoy would welcome a revolution and would givo it their immediate 
support. Tho Josuits, who had encouraged tho underground movement from tho start, 
wore assignod tho task of conducting a poll of popular sontimont» When this poll 
disclosod a negative reaction everywhere except in MUNICH and VIENNA, it was con­
cluded that a popular rebellion was out of tho question, and that HITLER would have 
to bo ovorthrown by mon with political and military power» Source states that HTMM*-
LER attempted to establish an entente with LEUSCHNER during tho courso of tho sum­
mor, and it is sourco's opinion that ho was successful in this and that he maintainod 
contact with LEUSCHNER from that time onward. 

Count MOLTKE's cliquo and tho group formed by GOERDELER, LEUSCHNER, and the gen-
orals had certain political difforencos, but by oarly summor 44 thoy had roachod an 
understanding concerning tho proposed porsonnol of a now government. GOERDELER was 
to have boon Prime Minister at first, but LEUSCHNER was to succeed him after a short 
timo - at least so LEUSCHNER was led to boliovo. Source, v.rho was a mombor of Count 
MOLTKE's circle, claims to have boon offered tho governorship of Southern Gormany, 
which ho refused becauso he did not want to hold public office» To this refusal ho 
attributes tho fact that he is still alive» 

Austria was to remain a provinco of Gormany, but. a separate govornmont was planned, 
Which included SCHUSCHNIGG, SEITZ, tho former Mayor of VIENNA, and Dr GLSISS-
NER, a- Social Democrat. SEITZ had rollotantly agreed to participate in tho spring 
of 4j. 

IV. THE 20 JULY PUTSCH 

Early in July 44, LEBER got in touch with tho throc-̂ aan Central Committee of tho 
Communist Party» Sourco boliovos that ono of those mon was a Nazi agent. At any rate 
LEBER and REICHWEIN, togcthor with tho members of tho Central Committee, wore arros-
ted shortly thereafter. At ono of thoso mcotinga tho name of Col VON STAUFFENBERG was 
montionod, and sourco thinks that tho possibility that ho had becomo known to tho 
GESTAPO may havo influenced VON STAUFFENBERG to advance tho dato for tho putsch. 
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V. PERSONALITIES 

Sourco believes that tho following porsonalitios connected with tho underground 
activities doscribod above may still bo alivex 

Dr GLSI3SNER FALTERiEG 11, BERLIN. (Mentioned above). 

Mrs SCHY/AMB 3URGFELD 24?, or c/o JfSB&t, MITRASSTRASS3 9, FRANKFURT/ 
MAIN. Her husband was one of LSUSCHNSR's collaborators, 
and sourco boliovos that she may know a number of per­
sonalities who might bo usoful, 

. CONSUL MOVEMENT 

I. SOURCE 

LINDEMANN, Reinhold Moritz, 0/OSFR (Opl)., 6$9 SORT* FLAK ABT (Hv A/A Bn), a 44-
year-old native of RODACH, nomr COBURG. His records show that ho joined tho Nazi 
Party in 1952, and that ho hold the rank of TRUPPFUEHRER (S/Sgt) in tho SA. Ho 
was cooperative during interrogation, but it is apparent that ho is an opportunist 
who is anxious to ingratiato himself with tho »finning side«. Although his cousin, 
G3NLT (Maj Gen) Fritz LINDEMANN, was implicated in tho 20 July putsch, sourco donios 
having had any connection with the affair himself. 
Ratingx C~5 Date of Information: See Text IntorrogatoratR.S.T. and E.Y/. 

II. THE MOVEMENT 

Sourco boliovos that tho attempt on HITLER of 20 July 44 had its inception in 
the CONSUL movement, which vras foundod during 1940-41, and which vras named after 
an anti-Communist organization of tho early 20's. Tho group vras mado up of lawyers, 
economists, and high-ranking Army officers, and its ideals, according to sourco, 
were democratic. Its purpose vras to overthrow HITLER, and to end tho war, by bring­
ing about an insurrection. 

PW roooivod his information from his brother, Dr Kurt LINDEMANN, who was killed 
by a bomb a fow vrooks ago, and from Maj Dr RSUSSE, an old family friond. Sourco 
states that noithor of theso men woro involvod in the movement, but both had in­
direct connoctions with it. Maj REUS3E was at tho LUFT./AFFENFACH3CHULE (GAF Trade 
School), WUERZBURG, where ho directed tho training program. 

III. PROMINENT PERSONALITIES 

GRAF HELLDORF Former STADTKOMMANDANT, BERLIN. 

GENMAJ (Brig Gon) HASSE 

Dr GOERDELER 0BERBUERGERMSI3T3R (lUyor), LSIFZIG. 

GENLT (Maj Gon) Dr Fritz Sourco's cousin. 
LINDSMANN 
GENOBST (Col Gon) HIPPER (?) 
OBSTLT (Lt Col) BENARDIS Öcnoral Staff Officer. 

OBST (Col) GRAF VON STAUFFEN3ERG 

GSNOBST Fritz FROM His murder of a Gonoral Staff Officor fol­
lowing 20 July, and his subsequent diaap-

/ poaranco, vroro reportod in tho pross. 

Fiold Marshal VON i'/ITZLEBEN Tried by a people's court after 20 July.The 
Judge in the ca3o vras killed, and furthor 
news was supprossod,sourco states. 

Tho leading members after tho founding of the movement vroro Fiold Marshal VON 
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WIT2LE33N and GRAF VON STAUFFEN3SRG.':The number of members in tho movement is gen­
erally estimated at 500, according to sourco, of whom approx 400 'are thought to have 
boon executed following tho 20 July putsch, including all the .abovo-namod person­
alities excepting possibly Gen FROMM, whoso connection with tho plot was novor proven. 

22 April 1945 SEVENTH ARMY INTERROGATION CENTER 

PAUL KUBALA, MaJ, MI, * 
Commanding« 
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