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German Tntelligence Section ' )

Soccial Tnterrogation sericé No. 9

(This Report is published in coopcration with
Seventh Army Interrogation Center)

Heinz nudcrian, 7ol. general, former 'Generalinspektecur! of the German Armored
Porce, Chicf of @goneral gta®f from July 21, 1944 to March 28, 1945.

Prcamble:

The interview, upon which this report is based, was conducted for the express
purpdse of getting a picture »f nuderian as an individual, his position toward
the Regime, and his role in the war. No questions of a military nature wero asked.
Tt would secem that onlv a®ter a long innor struggle did Guderian decide to ox-
prcss his opinion about Witlor and his staff, from a critical standpoint. 1In
closing, Guderian added.that his opinions coincided with those of ricld Marshals
von List and Ritter von Leeb as well as those of @general Goyr. He belicves that
ho can spcak and make statcments on beohalf of these officers. Guderian says that
this eircle has nothing to hide, and would do cverything in its power to bring
to justice the criminals, and to furthor the rcesnstruction of Germany.

l, Attitude toward tho Regime:

Guderian claims his position toward Wational Socialism t> have boen a com-
pletely ncutral onc, and that he never paid much attention to the Movemont. Ho
further states that he had soen Hitler for the first timc on thc occasion of _
the opcning o€ an oxhibition in Berlin after the "Machtuboraahme". gudorian ad-
mits that ho has bcen impressed favorably by the succcsscs of the government and
the Party, which had commanded tho confidencc of the people. T> this camc the
achicvenents in the social ficld, the providing of cmployment which greatly im=-
presscd him and meny »f his colleagues. At any rate the party methods had never
received their sanction, but they had hoped that the moral decay (Sittenverrohung),
which they considered a "childhood disease" and a "hangover from the political-
unheaval period" would wear off as time went on. "imfortunately the opposite
took place". r~uderian thinks that the persecution of jews must be rejected be-
cause of its disastrous e”fect. without doubt, the immigration of undesirable
Jewish elements from Central and ®astern Wurope to Aermany brought with it un-
nleasant developments which led to an antipathy on the part of a great number of
Germans toward the Jews. The Yational Socialists to solve this problem are
termed by nuderian as being "a sreat catastrophe for which there could be no ex-
cuse”. ve claims to have been aware of the existence o concentration camps and
had realized that "they were not convalescent homes". "BUT /% KNEY MQOTHING OF
T=% HORRIBLE ™I ™38 HTCH HAVE NOW BEEN DISCOVEIRED!"

2. OCutlook in 1938 - 1939:

Austria's Anschluss and the incorporation of the gsudetenland into the Reich
were, in cuderian's opinion, actions which were still undertaken as part of the
effort for peaceful solution o international problems, all the more so since
they enjoyed the sanction of both ®agland and ®rrance. "with the German march into
Bohemia and ‘roravia the.policy of commoa sense and a peaceful solution of problems
was tossed aside. T realized that this new trend in Gentral Burope could not en-
dure. The conflict with Poland was provoked noanchalantly and without much effort.
The possibilities for a oeacceful setilomént were not fully exploited.

3. The Yar in the mast - Fuhrer H):

Conceraing the plans for the camvaign in the East, Guderian claims not to
have bcen informed. “Nevertheless, Auderian states that, several months prior
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to the advance into Russia, he reaiized what went on esince ho took notice of tho
various troop movements. "I could aosver groegp or vaderstand the Yar in the
Bast. ®rom the beginiing T consilerad the issuc ae hopoloss. The War in the
wost was still in orogress, and it bordored ca: iaseaxty to attask in the Rast
while we still had Tngland on our ncck. Thus wo had the degger in our back be-
fore we over got started. It is noqs~1se to meintarr that tne “estern Powars
stabbed us in the back while wa were flvhtxng Bolshovism, for we were alrseady

at war with thom."

nudorian goes on to say what tremendous difficultics had to be cncounterod
during the Eastorn Campaign, and expleins how th> offensive camo to be halted.
The main reasons for this, fGuderian thinks, arc thc grouand and wcather conditions.
"whoever did not sco and cxporicacc these things will simply not belicve them.
goveral days of rain rcsulted in ontire armics gotting stuck ia the mud. Thon
camc the cold, and tho soldiers had ncithor sholter nor winter clothing. They
campod in the open with a tomporeture o® 40 degrees (colsius) 1aadcquatoly clad.
They went without hot food for several wecks, as tho food frozc up on its way
from the kitchon to their vositions. Often thoy had nothing to drink bocause

ho wator frozo in thoir cantcens. They frequeantly had to slcep stzinding up,
cramped into miserable huts, for davs on end. wWhea T passed thom they no loager
rcactod, they woro so oxhausted. Tho losscs, due to froczing and sickness, wero
cnormous. I apcnt 5 days out of cvery weck with the soldiers at the front and
thorefore know only too wall undor what unbecarablc conditions thcy had to livo.
T was aware o~ thuir troublos and aocds, their sufforing aad their jain.

"9 kncw nothing about all this bocausc it did not carc to. They did not
bclicve our resorts and doubtod our voracity; for this rcason thoy instigated
the most nonscnsical investigation. >citheor ¥eitel, Jodl, Dunlc aor Hitler
himsclf spont e siazle day at thc front during the cntirc Russian campaign. Hit-
ler only visited the front once - in Poland. “hon T aporcared at tho Fuhrer
Hn in Noccombor '41 ad delivored a dotailcd roport ahout the situation and the
conditions at the front, an icy silencc provailed whon I concluded my rcport.

"Thercupon T said: '! sco that T am not bheing undorstood.' T thon suggested
to tho wuhrer that hc roplecc his advisors in the wuhrer HY with officors who
had had front~linc cxwericnce. This suzgestion was the rcason for mv discharge
which followed a fow days latcr. 7Tn this circle onc nevor found e friaead who
would support one or azrzo with onc in a difficult issue. The best that one
could expect of them is that they remainoed silant. 3But this they gencrally did
not do. T was diascharged on thc protext of having deliberatcly forwarded false
reports to thc Wuhrer H). ™o clear myself of this scerious charge I demanied a
court martial. It was denied me" (Jn Guderian's opinion the generals in the
mohrer ¥0) had shirked thoir assignments out of shcer convenicnco and their feer
of unploesant incidents. In time they developed an 'indispensability complox!'.
From this criticism, fuderian excepts general 7citler, whom he coasiders to be
a man of perception and honesty, 2ad who asked to be relicved of his comnand on
five senarats occasions, although it was never graated.)

Aftar his discharge, and, as he says, as a result of it, Suderian fell
seriously ill, aand it was doubtful whether he would survive it. As, at the end
of 1942 he was again called for duty, he requested 24 hours to think it over,
a-d only accepted after a loig innor debate, since he did not believe in standing
idly by while germany fought for hor :xzistence. He had anticipatod this inner
cenflict with his conscicence and his docision was proceded by many slcepless

nights.

Concerning Witler nuderian made the following comment: "He undoubtedly
possesscd tho charactoristics of a genius - but Geaius aad Insanity arc often
closely allicd. 48, in Nocomber '41 (the date of his first discharge) T looked
into witloer's cyes. I got the impression that all was not well with him. I
cannot dofine it moroc clearly. At any rate, oac got tho improssion thet onc
dealt with e man whosc thoughts wero no longer in this world."

Gudecrien gocs on to relate that tho ontiro ®astorn border as latc as the
Pall of 1044 had not been fortificd whatover. The Goacral of the Ingincors,
Jacob, as wall as thc feonoral Staff had, during the course of thc war, froquently
suggosted fortifications. Thosc suggestions woro turnod down by Hitler beeause
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he considered a line of f?rtifications ia the YWest of the only importance, and
was concontrating all available mesns tosard ths completion of the Atlantie aad
est walls. Tn January 1944 guderion vonzeted his plea that fortifications b6
constructed in the Zast, sincc the Dnic :r Front was beginning to crumble. gu-
dc;ian favored the reinforcoment of the Bug and Dnicper Lines. Afteor receiving
this suggestion, Hitler pointed out that all available construction troops and
materiaels were urgently nceded in the West for the completion of thc ptlantie
Wall and U-boat bases aleng the wrench coast. Morcover, Hitler stated that
fixed fortifications might give Army commanders thc idea of retreating back into
them. And that he did not want.

guderian claims, thet in July '44 ho finally succeoded in bringing about
the “irst construction work on ficld fortifications in Tast Prussia and in the
Oder and Warthe bend. This nrojeet had herdly begun whon the Anglo-American
forces broke through in the Avranche sector and the majority of the coastruction
troops had azein to bc shifted to the West. At that time Guderian deocided to
suggest the organization of to wolkssturm to the Geneoral staff. He claims to
have originated this idea, but duc to the fact that the orgaiization was left
to the Party Shancellory, the Volkssturm lost its military valuc.

4. ar Prospvects and Efforts Towvard an Armistice:

During all these years Guderian states that he had never believed in the
po3sibility of a german viectory. To him it had only been a question of keeping
the war as far away as possible from fermsn soil or, at least, protect the Fast-
era borders from a Russian breakthrough. wWherever he had fouad it pjoesible, he
had pointed out the futility of continuing the struggle aaxd had also attempted
to influence the foreign policy in that direction. Ve relates that he discussed
these problems with goebbels and Pimmler very seriously in 1943 but met with
complete lack of understanding. He also stood in close coatact with Dr. Speer,
wkn, in an earlier memorandum to the wuhrer had made it quite plain that "the war
waa lost". But even Speer's influence was not sufficient to bring the puhrer
a1d his associates to their senses. Al*hnuzh he, as a General, was exvressly,
ad under threat of puanishment, “orbidd:.. to discuss official matters with the
Poreign “inister, (as it was similarly forbidden to discuss intended operations
with other Generals) he went to see Ribbontron early this year in order to present
to him the ¢éold facts concerning thc situation in the 7Tast aad to demand of him
to do everything in his power to initiate negotiations. This, Ribbentrop re-
fused. Guderian said that later-attempied negotiations via sweden '"began in
such a pitiful manaer that they could a0t possibly be taken soeriously by the
cnomy, and thus failed". (To e~prcss his opinion about Ribbentrop, Guderian
cmploys an expression allegedly made by “rancois Poncet: "Rribbeatrop is the
biggest hindrance to the ferman Forcign Policy." - The roreign Policy is tho
object of thc severest criticism utterod by Guderian against the Regime. "It
was catastrophic and was made by people who had 210 inkling of what weat on in
othier countries.!")

Tarly in March anothor discussion with Aidmiral Doenitz a:d Himmler took
place, both of whom considered any negotiation attempt senseless. Docenitz
stated, "ve must fight on to the bitter end." This coaversation was to have
been kept scerct, but in spite of this Hitler learned about it and, scveral days
later, in onc of the daily discussions of the situation called guderian a "Landes-
verrater" (traitor). 02 March 28th Gudorian was seat on sick leave.

5. The nilemua:

guderian attempts to explain th:s dilemma by zivinz the picture of a Georman
General holding a rcsponsible Hosition who was awarc of tho fact that he was
fighting for a lost cause, and simultancously “ound himsclf under orders to a
loadership consisting of incapablc or insanc individuals. "It was no longer
sermitted to awmly for a discharge. Onc had to stick it out. Onc asked oncself
how it was possible to continue without becoming a murdercr. It is impossible
to picturc this atmospherc to an outsider. (ften ono thought that it might be
best to put a bullct through onc's brain. RBut that would not have hclped the
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German pcople any. TNuring those ycars I spent many a slcepless night, and I
breathed a gecnuine sigh o relicf when offered sick leave. Things had bccome
unbcarable for me."

6. The gquilt:

Guderiaan considers witler 4o bo orimarily resrvonsible for the war, the
military developments, and all the crimes committed in Gormeny's name. But he

‘states that the guilt was also shared by the men around Hitler who lacked the

courago to snoak the truth., "pside from that therc arc criminals who ought to
be puaished. wWe would prefer to do tii 3 job ourselves. (QFf the Gencrals none

~enriched himsclf matcrially, nonc comuitted atrocitizs, in fact thzy cvon saw
/ to it that atrocitice ordered from highor-up were not carricd out. In Orel we

reccived tho order to lot the population starve, although sufficicnt quantitics
of food were on hand. This order, however, was not carricd out. In fact, we
posted notices throughout the city to the cffoct that the subsistence for the
population was guarantccd."

7. Russia:

Gudcrian statcs that he spent 4 weoks of 1932 and the same neriod of time

in 1933 ian Russia, and was deeply improsscd by the fow things he got to scze.

Ho says thnt in 2 compnratively short time cnormous things werc accomplished

in the industrial as wcll as the cconomic ficlds. "rthe tractor works in Xharkov
wore so huge that they would mako the Kruop works anpjear like a tiny blacksmith's
shop. Alrcady hcforc the outbreak of thc war I had a conception of thc poten-
tialitics of that country, znd upon %that I bascd my pcssimism. Although we
penctrated it to a depth of almost 1500 kilometers, the war has barely touched
that country's border." ,

gudorian is coanvinced that a greoet part of the reported atrocities allczedly
comnitted by the Rjussians in the occupicd rogions of agermany arc facts. He ro-
ceived official reports on this subject from officcras aiad has scen photographs
which hc considers as coming from absolutely rcliablc sources. Guderian thinks
that aaproxlnatuly 12-13 million germeans fled from tho Eastorn rogions to -tho
lest in or-er to cscapc *thc Russians. The evacuation of tho throatoned Zastorn
torritorics was not the resnonsibility of tho 'fechrmacht, but that of the »arty
which, in most cascs, acted a®ter it was alrcady too latc. guderian continucs
by saying that thc flight from the mest had cost thc lives of teas of thousands
of civilisns who dicd on thco roadside., mnDaily, hundrcds of women and children
frozc to death, thoir bodics remaining whercver they fell.

Guderian statos furthor that he knows that the Russian government had been
nogotiating with the gerian goverameant in order to bring about an cxchange of
prisoncrs. This, howover, had boen turncd down by the forman government, he |
statca. The Russiens waged war as it was waged in nhoaghis Khon's time, the
samc cen be said of the Gormans. (By implicetion, ~uderien touchcs on the sub-
joect of an incviteblc conflict botweon the Western ~ow:zrs and Russia, and his _
romarks about Russia must, to a certzin oxtent, be rcgarded =zs "zwockpropaganda.t)

8. what noxt?:

Guderian admits a groat portion of the German pcople fell “or the "Picd
Piocr" (as hc tormed Hitler in his coaversations with his wifc). He claims that
the gorman people had roalized long ago how mistaken thoy had boca and had paid
dearly for their orrors. "99% of tho Gorman people aced 1o cducation o bceome
kind. The acrman peoplc is not a crucl onc. ot oven tho fow bestiel indivi-
duals among them can elter, that fact. Jhat the fGeramen pcople acceds is tho
re-cetablisiment of Justice (which has alroady b ca partislly accomplished by
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dcercos). It ncods a just treatmeat aand just directions. Justice and sonsible
political measures = that is the cruy of rc-cdusation.”

Tlyrand. “Fhra M, fiia,
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