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Germen Intclligonce Scetion

Special Interrogation Scriss Yo 8.

(This Report is publishod in -coopcration with
soventh Army Intcrrogation Sentor)

gerhard Ruchle, 40, marricd, siace 1939 in charge o€ thc 'radio-political! sce-
tion of the Foreign Office with tho rank of 'Gesandtor' (ambassador). Wember
0 tho 19MA® (inembership “vo. 504) sinee 1925, membor of the Prussian gtete
Parliament since 1932, mcmber of the Reichstag siace 1933, aad 3SS-Staadartoafuh-
Por. :

Ffunctions of tho "radio-nolitical’ asaection in tho Torcign 07ficoy
g

1) WMonitoring of “oroign stations (in the 'Scohaus! on ths Yaiasce, whore
$0n cmployocs of all n~tionslitics worc working). The cntire foreign radio
proiuction wes rocorded daily in 8 largc volumcs.

2) Intcrnational radio matters of a tochnical naturc, such as dotermina-
tion of wavclongths cte..

3) oollaboration with similer offices in “ricadly, ~nd, in somc cascs,
ncutral countrics (nisvatch o® so-czl.od 'radio attaches').

4) mroadeasts in 50 difforent lansuages. Tho lattor was cctually jart
of the task o” the "Roichsrundfunk" gornoration, but the issuc of dircetives
on forcign policy was ontrusted to tho 'radio-political' scction of tho woreign
nefico.

Tho last fow wocks:

Those last wooks ware dominated by only onc thought "o willat du dich
uberrollon lassca?" (whero arc you going to allow yoursclf to be caught). Just
as 2ll othor scctions o the Rorcign Offico tho 'radio-»nolitical'! scction was
constantly on ths move = from onc "pAuswéichstelle" to tho noxt. . loft Borlin
on April 2lst in ordor to roach thc "puswoichatcllen" in Southorn Gormeny.
Oberlauterbach = Raufbourca = ¥itzbuhel - (whers Tavoy Toubacher wos in chargo
o® a braanch o® tho ™o  eiga 07fice) - Tuschl 1car Salzburz; (vhors Ribbentrop
nnd his homc) = thosc wove the respactivo strtions cnd stops. Ribbontrop did
not articinate in aay of tho 'southorn cruisocs', aad R. bclicves that he stayed
up Morth and pcrhaps weat to "schloswig-Holstoin'.

since May 4th thc primary quecstion for Ruhlc was by whom 'he should allow
himsclf to be capturod! (ubcrrollea). Fo did not decide in favor o the Rus-
stanas, who werc not mueh furthcr off than the 'Yostcra victors, ncither did he
favor tho ®ronch, who marched into the town of Fiatcrsco whilo R. was thoro,
but hc decided in favor o” the Amcrieans. R. says that he waatcd to sce his
family oncc agein = thoy were liviag in thc 1g-occupicd zone in Fischbach-pu.

W2 thercfore asked the "reach outhoritios to give him e pass in his name,
ontitling him to travel to wischbach-gu. The Froach town commandant had, of
coursc, no idca who Ruchle was, and R. admitg'that ho did not tcll him who he
actunlly was. Wc actunlly saw his family cgein wheon he arrived in Fischbach-Au,
where he was lator arrcstcd by Americen occupation suthoritics assisted by FAB -
men. "this wos cntircly in accord wita my wishos®, Ruchle says, 2s he intonded
to give himaclf u» to tho Amoriecens aanyway, after ho had scon his family again.

nolloctive Resnonsibility:

R. docs not attempt to dony his oart of tho guilt as far as o colloctive
resmonsibility for tho dovelopments is concornod. He said: "7f tho Party is
guilty, which she probably is, thon I am guilty too. The Partv as such is ro-
sponsiblc for tho catastrophe in germany.® R. admits that hic perticiveted most
cctively in all ®arty activities since 1925. Wis coaception of the mission of
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tho NMADA® was "to achicve o balaace botwecon canitalism and gocialism in order
to prevent the 'sliding off' into Rolshovism.™®

Hc belicoved t-at only germany hod sufferecd aan cconomic crisis during the
thirties, and that, unlikec in other v ~c hapoy lands", thc basis for 2n cx-
periment, like the national-socialist canz, cxistod in gormany.

Ruchle claims th~t his rank in the ?S was mercly an honorary onc, and that
he had neither reoccived nor oxccuted eny diroctives from the SS.

Tho groat mistakos:

Ruchlc furthor statcs that Witlor's rospoasibility for the diszstrous corrors
he committed, could not be doni~d, He lacked any scnsc at ell for human velucs.
ve had no knowledge of humma nnture, around him immonsurablco Wybridism and
frightful humen mistakes were allowad to spread. All tasks in thc Regime were
dominated by onc scntoncc, which, as he claims, w~s tackcd up in many official
plrces; "WNo onc must know moro than the things he actunlly unceds to know* in order
to do his job." ™o gzo beyond this would have boon dangorous, R. gocs on to say.
This is how Ruchlc cxvnlains to us and to himself, ho wos ablc to belicve in a
miracle until the very cad. P2 hod had no iden about the actual potentinl war
stroagth of Germany, ~ad he had zrently over-cstimated it - 2loag with hundrods
of thousands of othcr »cople - almost up t> tho last day o the war. ¥Fo claims
too, that hc kncw nothing of the things that weat oa in the concentration camps,
although hc admits th~t hc kacw of the oxistcaco of such zamps. He furthor
statocs that he had i1cver found out whethoer the omission of the invasion of
England hnd bocon o stratogic mistoke of the first order, or whother it had simply
been impossible to uadertake such an invesion. It wns claimed, Ruchle says,
that tho German M~vy had doclared in 1940 that such au undcricking wes an im-
possibility. The c¢ffcet »f Gocbbels' britliant "enlming-down and doceiving
propaganda" had boon cepecially disastrous.

Tho Ealithtoamoat:s

The Talighteament, Ruchle says, h . como to him, whon peoplc finally brokc
down 2t the ond, ~nd when they wore beginning 4o sosak. About this time Am-
bassndor wowol to5ld him “or the first time just how teorriblo it looked in thc
"eirclo" around the wuhrer. maly then he had roalized tho moterizl and moral
hovclcrgnoss of tho situntion.

- Look into thc Futurc:

Ruchle still thinks “hat the task of Buropean pslitics is tho croation of
a balernce botwoen cavitalism and gocinlism. This will no longer be up to the
Gernans, but will beecome the task >f the festarn Powers. He would consider
it a catastrophc, gronter yet than the prosont onc, if the ynitod States would
withdraw from wuropc. But this hc vrophosies: 'you tod, will not be able to
solve the Turopcan Problem without taking authoritarian mcasurcs. As a matter
of fact, you arc alrcady starting to usc them."
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