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SEVINTH ARMY INTZIRROGATION CEMNTZR
APO 758 US ARMY

THE 20 . JLY PUTSCH

TON PFUHLSTEIN, Alexander, GINMAJ a.D. (retired) has been a professional sol-
dier since 1917, but hs acts and talks like a businessman rather than a German
general. He is related by hirth and marri&ge to many & family of German high
nobility. However, hs is not a land owner, does not heve independent sources
of incomne, and has been living on his soldiers' pay. He sesme to be strongly un=
der the influence of his wife. He has eix children, all of whom are being
brought up not to believe in the ideas of soidiering or of National Socialism.

At the time of the intsrviews source was highly nervous and excited, due to
the fact, he explained, thiet he had gone tlrcugh a grest deal of suffering and
that, at last, he cohsidered himself out of danger. He tealked freely and without
hesitation or doubt on any subject, and his story is believed to be accurate
and to the best of his knowladge.

Gen VON PPFUHLSTIIN is extremely anxious to be employed by the Allies in any
capacity.

Rating: B-2 Date of Inforastion: See Text Interrogator: W.MeB.

II. PTRSONAL HISTORY

17 Dec 1899 Born in Danzig.
1912~ 1917 KADZTTINVANSTALT (Military Acacemy) PO’SD..i~-LICHTZRFELDE,
19 Mar 1917 3ntored Army as FATFNRICH with 4 Guar?d Regte
14 Dec 1917 Comaissioncd LT.
1018 In 100,000-man Aray.
1 Apr 1925 Promoted to O/LT.
1 Apr 1933 Promoted to HPTM.
1933 Secondary General 3taff position to the Arty FUTHRIR III, BZRLIN.,
1935 00, JATEER Co in HIRSJHB IRG/Silssia.
1936~ 1957 Ic¢,XI Corpes, HANCVTR,
1937 Promoted to O3STLT.
1938 1Ia, 19 Div.
1939 1Ia, 58 Div
1941 CO,154 Inf Rect, Eastern Front.

1 Feb 1942 Promcted to OBST.
1 Peb 1943 (O, BRANDTIRURT Div.
1 Jul 1943 Promoted to GINMAJ.
1 Apr 1944 Relieved of command because of political unreliability.
1 Jul 1944 0©G,50 Div, Bastern Front.
18 Jul 1944 ‘Wounded.
1 Aug 1944 CG in charge of defensive fortifications, HOHENsT3IIN-ORTELSBURGER-

YALD, East Prussia, by order of Gen ZUDERIAN.

1 Sep 1944 Arrested by SD because of perticipation in plot against HITLER
on 20 July 44.

14 Sep 1944 Officially dismissed from Aramy and imprisoned in BTRLIN.

24 Nov 1944 Transferred from BTIRLIN Prison to XUISTRIN Prison (Concentration
Caump for officers politically unfevorable to HITLIR).

30 Jan 1945 Disumissed froa prison, where he was under HIi LZR's custody as
a political prisoner.

2 Apr 1945 Surrendered voluntarily to an Aaerican unit at WERTHEIM.

Present address: KRTZJTRTHIIM, near WERTHTIM/Main. In the castle of his
cousin TUTRST zu LOT ENSTEIN-!IRTHTIM~FR WDTIBIRG.




[II. BRANDENBURG DIV

3 At the time source took over the BRANDENBURG Div, on 1 Feb 43, its personnel

was composed exclusively of volunteers who knew of its special purpose. A number

& of 5SS men were also in the Div at that time. During 1943 HIM:LIR took out some

B of the SS personnel and used them as political spies in foreign countries. In
summaer 44 elements of the Div, viz, 2-300 men commanded by OBSTLT WALTHIR and his

i former adjutant, O/LT GERLACH, were transferred to the SS and placcd under the

f  command of SKORZAY. The force behind the move to return all reliable S5 men un-
. dor the command of the S8 was O/LT VON FOTLKTR3AM, a native from the Baltic states.

L IV, 20 JULY PLOT

@ Note: The following is an account of the hanpenings connected with the German

. genorals! plot culminating in the attempt toassessinatc HITLER on 20 July 44,'in

' source's own words. For the sake of continuity, and for the general interest it

§ may present, tho story of the actual assassination attempt has been included, des~-
" pite - source's absence from the scone of the event. :
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l. Preparations of the Plot

"On 1 Feb 43 I was relicved as regtl GO on tho Eastern front and given tho
comnand of “hec newly organized BRANDINBURG Div. GENMAJ OSTER, C of S, ABWEHR
4 ABTTILUNG, disclosed to me, in numerous official conversations, substantially
o the following: '

: a) "In the opinion of a consid-rablc number of enlightonod officers, inocluding
¥ Ficld Marshals VON XLUGE and VON MAN:STTIN, GEN DER INF VON STUZLPNAGIL, and

i many others wha were woll informod, the war could no lonzor be won militarily.
! Every day that the war was prolongod meant unneccssary bloodshed and would
ultimetely lcad to the completo collapse of Goruany. Tho ncwly appointed Chief
of Gonoral Staff, GTNOBST ZTITZLIR, was of the seme opinion since the STALIN-
GRAD dechacles
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b) "It was of primary importanco to end the war somechow, as quickly as possible.
The prorcquisito for this would have to be the climination, or et least the
exclusion of HITLER and the Party, sincc any ncgotiations botwoen the Allios
and HITLTR worc impossiblo, = HITLTR and his closs supporters would nover take |
such steps, in tho first placc. My opposition to HITLTR and the Party had bcon
known to Gon OST7R for ycars., Fi>ld Marshals VON KLUGE and VON MANNSTEIN,
GTENOBST BTCK and GEN VON FALKWNHAUSEN havo docided to rompove HITLIR, at first

i from the military command only, at thc carlisst opportunity. The plan was

& approx as follows: On tho avpointed day the FUZHRGR's Hq in,East Prussia was

b to be scized by trustworthy anti-Nazi troops. VON KLUGE and VON MANNSTEIN,

' togother with othor officoers, thon wanted to sce HITLIR and confront him with
the following domands:

I L
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?; i) Appointment of a REICHSGENTRALSTABSCHZF (REICH Chicf of Gonoral Staff)
U with full powers of command for the ontiroc conduct of the war in all thoators;

ii) Subordination (UNTERSTELLUNG) of all thrco WEHRMACHT branches to a single

person;

g} 144.) Ro-ippointmont for tho vacant post of Army C in C (OBTRBIFEHLSHA3TR DIS
s HTTRES ) ; '
"iv) Tstablishment of a singlo Goneral Staff for all throc JEHRIACHT branches.

Should HITLER not accedc voluntarily to this plan, suitablec stcps to apply
2
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force wors to be takon. Thesc mcasures would probably consist of placing HIT-
L3R uvnder tcmporary arrcst. Proparations were mede to cut off all communica-
tions betwecon the FUEHRER's Hq and tho outside world at the designated timo,
until the desircd decision would bo reschned onc way or another. BERLIN was

to boc scized by anti-Nazi troovs at the same time.

~ . The intentions wore furthor to incorporate the WAFFEN 88 into the Army, with
the appointmont of a REICH Chief of Goneral Staff.

Alongz with this plan therc were other designs, of a political and oconomic
nature, with the dotails of which I am not familiar. It is fairly cortain that
it was hopcd to ostablish contact with Anerica and Bngland through the Vatican,
with the purposc of negotiating for an armistics. I think that the Vatiean
was choson as tho ncutrel meeting place for tho diplomats conceorncd; I do not
know whothor thc coopération of the Popo himself was sought.

¢)"It was furthor mede ¢lcer to me that my appointment as Connender of the
BRANDENBURG Div was only a blind, that it wovld be my task to occupy a cortain
district of BIRLIN with elocments of the Div which wore located in the town

of BRANDENBURG and, abovsc all, to climinate Party officials, the S5, end tho
SD. : '

d) "GTN DTR INF OLBRICHT handled the technical proparations in tho interior.
But he was uneblc immediatoly to make any hoedway with his preparations, duc
to the lack of capable and depondablo officers. He finally succceded in ab-
taining OBST GRAF VON STAUFFENBERG es chicf, and only with the arrival of this
officor did tho proparations boegin to make progress. All preparations had

to be handlod with the greatest care. Only vory fow ofTicors could at first
be let in on tho scerct.  Spying by HIM 2R, the SD, and the Party increcased
daily. Thz feet thnt tho Chief of the Army Personnsl Office (PTRSONALAMT ),
GENLT SCHMUNDT, was a 100% Nazi and could not bec told about the plot mado tho
situation especially difficult, bocause officors who werc urgontly desired
for tho accomplishmont of tho proposed coup could not be sccurcd.

o) "The furthor arrangcments of th~ nlan called for holding the Zastern front
under all circumstancos, at least w. protoct tho German bordor from a Russian
invasion. It was inteondsd that a British=American invasion in the JEST should
not bo opposed; “orman troone were to bo withdrawn to tho intcrior of the
RTICH and to roinforcc the Zastern front. The plan was to lot in the amerieans
and British, without fighting and ~s fast as possible, far into Germany. Tho .
nccessary proparnticns in tho WEST were in tho hands of GEZN DZR INF VON STUZLP- .
NAZEL, Military Commandor of France, end G VON FALKENHAUSEN, Militery Com= ¥
mander of Belgium. §

f) "In tho coursc of timc it doveloped that Fiold Marshel VO KLUGE wns somc—
whnt undocided end hnd postponed the date of tho undertakings. In spite of "
all pressurc he kopt postponing the appointed timec for the coup. ooks and ‘ﬁ
months passcd, in summor 43, during which I and amany others came to tho cone Y
clusion that the plan would never be carrisd out bocauso of the indecision
of VON KLUGE. VON KLUGE was advised, and oven urged by his Ia, GENMAJ VON
TRIIXOY, to go on writh tho plot.e OB3T SCHULTZE-BUITTGIR, Ia to Field Marshal
VCN MANNSTEIN, was also let in on the plans. ‘ :

g) "I recoived the mission of dotormining, during a visit to the OKH, the posi=-
tion snd attitudo of GENOBST ZIITZLER and tho Oporations Scc (OPZRATIONS AB-
TZILUNG) of the Army High Command. It was ossontial to know whether ZEITZLER
could be let in on the plot. Through sevpgral conversations with the officers
of the Operations Sec, particularly with OBST GR.F VON KIZLMANNSEGG and OBSTLT
SMEND, I received the impression that ZE8ITZLZR, while he had taken over the
position of Chief of the General Staff with great confidence in HITLER, real-—
ized after a few weeks that HITLIR was totally imcompetent as far as military
matters were concerned and was making one catastrophic decision after another.
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ZTITZLTIR was especially shocked by “he fact that losses in men which ran into
b hur.dreds of thousands, as at STALINGRAD, did not make the slightest impression
4 oa HITLTR. ZTITZLTIR learned within those short weeks to recognize HITLER's
. military incoampetence and to hate and despise him because of his personal char-
b acteristicses But he was not yet thinking about the overthrowing of the FUEHRER.
48 He rather considered it his duty, come what may, to remain at his post.
The inevitability of the collapse was painfully clear to him and to the offi-
cers of the Operations Sec. They continued to work out of a sense of duty,
and without any hope,

I communciated this impression to Admiral CANARIS; the decision was reached
NOT to inform ZEITZLIR of the plans.

h) "In the course of the year 1943, particularly in the fall and winter, the
determination to overthrow HITLTR ripened. There were vaerious ideas as to the |
methods of realizing this aims, For a long time it was hoped that an opportunity
would present itself during one of HITLWR's so-called "visits to the front"
(FRONTRZISEN)., HITLER's vieits usually carried him only as far as Army Group

Hq. At Army Group Center as well as av Aruy Group SOUTH preparations for an V.
assassination were made. It did not come o pass, because HITLZIR could no 4

longer be persuaded to meke a visit to the front. Thus the decision was gradu=-
ally reached to bring about the overthrow of HITLER, and if possible also HIMM-
LR, in the PUTHRER Hqe '

i) "In Jan 44 I was reported by a junior officer, O/LT BOECKEL, as having a :
suspicious political outlook. I was classified politically unreliable and, \
therefore, relieved on 1 Apr 44 of the BRANT ZNBU3IG Viv commend and placed at o
the disposal of the OKH. After I left 3TRLIN, I had no opportunity to witness 5
the further unfolding of the plan. I was sent to a div commanders' course at
HIRSCHBERG. Having been appointec 3G 50 Iaf Div on 1 July 44, I was on the
Bastern front at the time of the atveampted assassinetion on 20 July"'.

V. THT EVINTS OF 20 JULY, 1944 . 4
"In KUSSTRIN, while under detention, I had occasion to speak to the following ¥

officers, HITLIR's political prisonsrs like myself: ORST VON CANNSTZIN, Commane ¥

dant of the Cav School, BRO:B7IRG; MAJ VON HASSILT, son of the diplomat; and MAJ

TON XLUGT, son of the Fiecld Marshal. These three officers were apprehended just -

after me, and wore ablc to give a dotailed account of the attempted exscution

of the plan. The greatest part of the story, as far as I can recall, wgs told °

by OBST VON CANNSTEIN,

OBST GRAF VON STAUFFTINBERG, as C of S to the Commander of thoe Replacement

Army, had to report to the FURHRER Hq to give an account on the state of the

replacement forces. Thies report was to be deliverzd as part of the so-called :

situation conference (LAGIBTSPREICHUNG) in which HITLER, X&ITEL, JODL, ZEITZLER, A

NARLIMONT, and other officers took part daily. Often HIMYLER, and occasionally

. . GOTRING were also present. STAUFFINBIRG had no control over the appointment

., of the date for his report. On the designated day STAUFTENBZRG flew in his pri-

vate plane to the FUTHRIR Hq at LOSTZREN, Tast Prussia. He had with him large

maps and special large graphs for his report, and also a briefcase with a strong

. explosive charge. Aftor arriving at the FUTHRER Hq,S0iUFF INBERG declared that

% bofore the conference he would have to go into the conference roon to lay out
b his nmaps and graphs. hus STAUFFENBIRG had the opportunity, immedistely before
-the conference, to go alone into the conference room. He spread his maps out on !
tho table so that the view of the floor benocath the table was obstructed. Under . '
the map table, protected from sight, he placed the briefcase with the explosive
charge and probebly a time fuze.

‘ Since the situation conferences usually lasted several hours, and STAUFFIN-
BTRG was. to be the last to report, % was not noticeable that he left the FUEHRER
Hq at the beg of the conference. Without waiting for the explosion he flew back 1
to BTRLIN and thore reported to GTN OLBRICHT that the assassination was accom=
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plishod. Based upon this belief, the program prococdod further. All the propared
ordors were given. These concorned first of all tho taking over of the most im-
poit-nt government offices in 3TRLIN end the arrest of the most important Party
and 35 acabers such as the higher-ranking 78 police officials, GAULEITER, otc.
GA03ST BTOK tried at the same time to get in touch with the crmy groups by tole=-
phone. As I understand it, the following conversetion took placecs

GENLT XINZ3L, C of S, Army Group MC3TH, reccived the telephonc call from 3ERLIN,
A voice, probably thet of STAUFFENBTR., said, "I am turning over tho call to
GINO3ST BTCK". GIVORST BRACK then said, substantially, "I am not sufficiontly
informed rogarding tho details of tho situation in the aAramy Group NORTH. Howevor,
I am giving you the following dirocctions for thz further conduet of the struggle:
Take carc that Army Group NORTH undsr no circumstances be cub off and losc con=-
tact with the REICH., If noccssary the Aray Group front must bo withdrawn towards
Bast Prussia". With those words tho conversation onded, It can bo assumed that - 3
GENOBST BTCK, GEY DIR INF OL3RICHT, ~nd OBST VON ST.UFFEN2ERCG gave numerous or- f
ders and direcctives in tho semc vein. Thue it wes ocnsy for the SD latar to grab
a high poercentage of all officors comnectoed with the ease, since through the un-
happy outcome of the atteompted amssassinnt.ion practically all tho cards woroe on
the table. ;

I know that many officeres who wore not imnacdirtoly npprchended, their norves ]
strained by montal uncertainty, sought and found denth on tho front or through
suicide. This wae tho casc of 03ST VON VOSS, C of S, Arwmy Group Oonter,and pro=-
bably of HPTM VON KOEHVIN and HPTM Holmut PINKTIRT of BRANDENBURG Dive Somo of=-
ficors, such as MiJ VON HASSILT, ere of the opinion thot ~ high porcontago of the
officers involved in tho plot worovgbizod by tho 8D ~ad that perhaps only ono=-
fifth worc gmp. I pcrsonally know of only ono, GENLT VO ROST, C of 8, III Corps,
in BTRLIN, who was definitely invclved in tho proparations for tho coupe Until
recently ho was CG HCCH-UND DTUTSJH:TISTIR Div on tho Eastorn front, EAST of
VIGENNA. At first instrumental in the plans for tho overthrow of HITLIR, he lator
got "cold foot" and stoppod asido",

S
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VI. RSHA PRISCN, BERLIN

"On 1 Sopt I was arrecstsd by tho $D, thrown into tho RSHa Prison, BIRLIN, PRINZ
ALBRECHT STRASSE, nnd shacklods Th~ ison colls wors locatod along two corri- .
dors in the collar, I wes coufined to Coll o 13 from 1 Sept to 24 Nov. 30 sin- i
glo colls woro occupicde In this SD prison I saw ths following pcorsons, somc of
whom I cnme to Ynow porsonelly, ~nd others whom I know only by sighte ]

1) RTICHSMINISTER SCH.CHT, Coll 4. Probably rolonscd Jon 45.
ii) MINISTRR POPITZ, Prussinn Financo iiinistor. Probably h-angcd.

1ii) GINOB3T HALDER, Cell 17. Probably now out of prison end in a concontration
camp in MTCKLTINBURG.

iv) GENOBST FROMM. Fato unknown to me, probably not hanzed, but cortainly still !
dotaincd. : .

v) Tho diplomat GRAF VON DER SCHULIN3URG. OCortrinly sontoncod to doath, and ]
hangod.

vi) Tho diplomnt, VON HASSELT, certainly hanged. g

vii) OBIRBUTRGIRMIISTER GOTRDILTR (LIIPZIG). Sontcnecoed to donth. Ho was bound
hand and foot, thon probably hangad. Coll 7 or 8. {

ix) GENMAJ OSTR,0 of S, ABYEHR ABT, almost cortainly subscquently hanged.
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x) OBSTLT GRAF VON KIELMANNSEGG, C of S in tho Operations Socy OKHe Confined
nenr me in Cell No 12 for six wocks, then roleased becauso of insufficiont ovi-
deacoce  Is supposcd to have comnand of an armd rogt now.

xi) GTYLT SPTIDEL, C of S, OBETRBTIFTHLSHABER WIST, under RUNDSTEDT ~nd KLUGS.
Dot~ined only for a very fow days. I met hiam again later in tho KUESTRIN For-
tross. .

.xii) My parsonal fricnd,PRINZ TRNST AUGUST VON HANMOVIR. Is supnosed to hnve boen
' reclonsod subsoquontly. Ho is probably with his parecnts in BLaTENBURG/H4RZ.

xiii) The two personal adjutants of GENOBST ZEITZLIR, = OBSTLT SMIND and tho other,
whose nemo is unknown to mec. SMIND wos to bc hanged or shot later. '

Thoro woro 32 small single colls in all,and 'during my stay at tho prison most
of thom wero continuously occupiod. A4S soon as ono occupant was hanged anothor
was brought in.

About 200 to 300 porsons wore hold in tho »rison of tho Criminal Court in MOa-
BIT, BERLIN., All of -thesec wore confinod bsesusc of porticipotion in tho 20 July
incidont. Among thesc 200 porsons woro nuacrous other officcers, mombors of tho
Foroign Officc, cconomists, morchants, intcllcctunls. .Jnothor prison was locatod
in FUTIRSTENBIRG. In all the largor citios tho jnils woro filled with similer
personalitios. hose woro all somchow involved, or suspoctod of having boon ine
volvod in tho 20 July affair. GIOBST Z3IITZLIR was probably nlso apprchonded.
His whcroabouts arc unknown to mo. 4 BIRLIN lawyer, whoso name has coscnrped ac,
was asked for advicc by my wifoe. This lowyor, who was woll informod on theso
mattors, told my wifc that in his estimgtion about 25,000 persons had heen ar-—
rested in connection with the 20 July incident".

VIII. FORTRESS OF KUESTRIN

"On 24 Nov I was transferred from the RSHA Prison to the KUESTRIN Fortress.
Here the SCHLOSSKASERNE was designated as a concentration caup for politically
unreliable officerss There were about 25 persons in KUESTRIN among whom I recall
the following:

i) GEV DER KAV VON ESEBECK; last ascignment: Acting 0G in VIENNA;
ii) GINLT SINZIGER, Comnandant of VIT.NA;

iii) GTINMAJ VON STUGLPNAGTL, Siegfried, discharged. Last assignuents Comaandant
of STETTIN.

iv) GINLT SPIINZL, C of S, OB WEST;
v) MAJ VON HASSTLT;
vi) MAJ VON KLUGE, son of the Field Marshal;
vii) OBSTLT HOEPPNTR;
viii) HPTM VON PAULUS, son of the Field Marshal;
ix) OBST CANNSTEIN, Commandant of the Cav School, BROMBERG.
When the Russians stood before the gates of KUSSTRIN on 30 Jan 45, the
fortress of KUISTRIN was evacuated in panic¢, and many of the prisoners released

in utter rashness. I myself was able to go home. The fate of the other officers

6
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SECRET

is not lmown to mes A new concentration camp for officers was to be set up in
Csrt»al Germany, in the neighborhood of ERFURT, but I do not know whether these
plers lhave been realized".

VIII. TREATMZINT OF OFFICTR PRISONERS

TAfter the 20 July Putsch GOTRING anproached HITLIR and asked him to treat
the arrested generals humanely and in amanner bafitting their position. This
request was rejected by HITLTR in the roughest manner possible, end GOZRING was
thrown out together with his request. SS OBEZRGRUPPENFUSHRER (Lt Gen ) Sepp
DIZTRICH (also ROMMEL?) reportedly supported this request. All three fell sub-
sequently into disgrace.”

IX. SEPP DIETRICH

"In KUESTRIN GENLT SPEIDEL told me the following: S8S OGRUF Sepp DIZTRICH had
realized a long time ago thet HITLER's pclicy and his methode of waging war would
lead to a cataestrophe. SPEIDEL told ne that I'IXTRICH caw these things as they
really wore. It must be remembered that Sepn DIETRICH, as a unit comasnder, got
his impressions directly from the front and froa his contacts with many Aray of=-
ficers, - improssiones completely different from those of HITLER, able only to
estimete the situation from behind a desk. There oxists mutual mistrust beotweon
HIMMLIR and DISTRICH; HIMALER f2lt that DITTRICH hed grown too poworful and that
he might bocome a dangerous rival in the future.

SPZIDEL described DIRTRICH as an unsduceted counlry yokel, but heving sound
common sense., I saw a chit of paper on which DIETRICH had written to SPEIDEL
in fall of 44: "With cordiel greetings, Yours, Scpp DIWTRICH (and not HIIL HITLER)"
(MIT KAMERADSCHAPTLICHEZ GRUSS, IHR STPP DISTRICH (UND WICHT HEIL EITLTR)).

X. PERSONALITIES

i) SONDEREGGTR, - KRIMINALKOMISSAR, intorrogator in RSHA Prison, BERLIN. Medium
height, slimj narrow, wrinkled face. 3rown hair, balding.. Slightly sloped
ghoulders. Southern dialect., 3rown .yos. About 40 years old,

ii) HUPPENKOTHEN, - SSSTUBAF(Col), interrogator in RSHA Prison, BTALIN. 1.80 m
tall, Yestphalian origin. Broad shoulders, slondor, strongly built. Remarka-
bly round heed, round smooth chcoks. Large, sligntly protruding blue oyes.
Dark blond, thick hair. Swaying walk. About 320 years old,

1ii1) KALTINBRU WER, - $S OGRUF (Lt Gen), Ohiof of the SDe. iMedium hoight, broad
shouldors, stocky. ULargo, fat hands, Dark blond, almost black hair. Talks
quietly. S8light Austrian dialoct.

10 April 1945. SZVENTH ARMY INTERROGATION CINTER

PAUL KUBALA, Maj, MI,
Commanding.
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