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PWB ~ CPT - HQ 7th Army
German Intelligence Section

Special Interrogation Series No 1.

(This Report is pyblishcd in copperation with Seventh Army
Interrogation Center) ‘

ESSER, Hermann, Bavarian State Secretary (ret.), State Secretary of the Reich
Tourist Assoc.. Born July 29, 1900 in Roehrmoss (B,A., Dachau), catholic, 3
Went to Grade School and "Humanistisches Gymnasium, and volunteered for ser-
fice with the German Army jn July 1917, He went into action during the summer -i
of 1918. 1In October 1919 he joined the ‘'Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, and be- ;
came the first editor of the ‘"Voelkischer Beobachter'" in 1920, In 1923 he
was chosen to be Chief of Propaganda in the Party. Since 1924 he was the = ‘%
leader of the ‘iGrossdeutsche Volksgemeinschafti’, In 1925 E. became Chief of,fﬁ
Propaganda for the Reich of the newly founded NSDAP, received membership num=:i§
ber "2, From 1926 - 1932 editor-in-chief of the '"Illustrierter Beobachter'y
Since March 9, 1933 member of the Bavarian State Government, DMNMember of the
"Kreistag' of Upper Bavaria since 1928, From 1929 - 1933 member and leader
of the NSDAP "Fraktion’ in the municipal legislature of Munich., Since 1932
member and assistant clerk of the Bavarian 'Landtag’., 1933 he became a mem-
ber and president of the last Bavarian State Legislature, liember of the
Administration Council of the German '"Reichspost', Since 1933 deputy to the
Pres. of the Reich Authority for Tourism. Author of the book “Die jucdische
Weltpest”, Aviation leader, - Member of the "Reichstag'' since 1933, Oth
election period, was elected Vice-President of the Reichstag on Dec. 12, 1933

% ¢

E. was arrested by American troops in his home in THANKIRCHEN., He claims
to have evaded a Gestapo warrant for his arrest, but did not think that it
was necessary to evade an arrest by the Allies, "because I did not want the
war, had nothing whatever to do with it, I am not guilty of having committed
any cruelties, and I have never atterpted to denounce any political enemies.,
Neither did I have anything to do with what happened in the occupied countries, .
I am the only one who did not receive a ''Verdienstkreuz' (medal).- I would
be prepared to stand before a German People's Court, or an international

court, head unbowed, and would have a list of people who would testify in my' °
beholf.™ ;

E., several days after his arrest, forwarded the following letter to %
the Allied Authorities: : i

Hermann Esser ‘ Augsburg, May 13, 1945 i
Staatssekretaer f, Fremdenverkehr
Staatsminister a.D,

" To the Allied Military Government: | 3

This letter is not one of the now customary alibis, but the report of

a man of responsibility, who .believes thet this moment does not permit his
remaining silent,

Permit me to relate the following concerning my career:
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The economic distress and the political situation following the first
World war, in which I participeted, led me to join, in 1920, the Nazi party
from which I expected, at:the time, the best possible for the Fatherland,
In the party I was active in local politics and in parliament until I was
called upon to become Bavarian Minister of State and Economics.
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Althougy I was oge of the oldest Party members, I can furnish proof that
since 1926, for a period of almost 20 years, I held not the slightest positim
in the Party and was never a member of the SA nor the SS. o
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- a moment longer and to announce to the public reasons, and above all, un- - °

events, has critically.and thoroughly observed the happenings might possibly e
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Moreover, my position in regard to the Catholic -problem and the general
methods of the Party Burocracy led to an oppositional stand .of the popu-
lation of my home region. This opposition existed since 1935, and resulted
in the loss of my personal friendship of ‘the Fuehrer and to the reSLgnation
of my office as Minister of State. :

Since 1935 up to the present I was Chief of German Tourism, Since 1938
I was Secretary of State for Tourism and essayed to serve the convalescants
of all lands, I might also mention that one of my co-workers, Prof. Haertl-
Bad Kissingen, introduced on my personal initiative, the under—water massage
system in Warm Springs, which rendered so much comfort to the deceased pres~
ident of the USA in his suffering. .

My international relations in my capacity as Secretary of State for
Tourism - a position which- of course had nothing whatever to do with the
.preparation and the prosecution of the war ~ occasioned the sharpest mistrust
of the Party and led to a warrant by the Gestapo for my arrest when the
Allied troops were approaching, I was forced to hide until my home region
was occupied, ‘ ,

Considering the now possible freedom of action and in the memory of my
two sons who did not return from this war, I feel it my duty not to hesitate

nii:.l‘*f*eiﬁ‘si-fi‘*.’,‘ CE e Rbe s e

known facts of far-reaching importance, which will result in extremely vale
uable and interesting disclosures for everyone at this moment., The 1ntended,
frank presentation by a man who, with a special knowledge.of persons and

appear sensational., In order to judge the historical events of thls war, o4
it will be dlfflcult to do without these dlsclosures.' - e 'g
My plea to ‘the Allied Military Government is to make it technlcally 'ﬂ"g

possible for me to formulate my disclosures =~ a task for which I would re-
quire from three -to four weeks., And to-autherize the proper authorities to’
' seize the important documents which I require as evidence and to refresh my
memory, and which I have placed in two places of securlty. '

(51gned) Hermann Esser

-—— ——— - —— -

Is E. one of the many Party—men who play ‘the ”llttle man'! today, who i
knew nothing ,who place the guilt upon other Party ‘Leaders,.who want to ‘‘get -
away with murder" by denouncing political friends, and who want to deny the !
things they have announced to the German. publlc as ‘the only polltlcal w1sdom
and salvation until yesterday’

'E. possesses” something of all. thesa qualltles. But it goes further. than
that, He is actually one of the "little men”, who did not immediately-
realize the consequences of his natiompal-socialist activities, When he fin-
ally began to realize the c¢riminal nature of the Regime's actions, he dld not
have the strength to dissociate himself of these activifiées, to denounce £ |
Party and Regime publlcly, and to break with the policies of the Third Reich.!
E., has, to this date, still not realized the sensclessness of the NaZL-Partyﬂ
Program: "Democracy had its outgrowths', and he thought that the NSD.P, the &
party in which he was interested at an early date, was the proper 1nstrument ;
for the Reconstruction of Germany after 19%8, A munber. of points in the 8
Party Program have nothing to do with the thingsswhich the world secs con-"v
demned today., There is a tremendous dlssonange ketween the things which were
preached beiore 1933 and the things that happehed after 1933." Starting from
this point, E. develops what he calls a dissenting position. He is as re- y%
luctant to adwit his authorship to the book ''Die juedische Weltpest™ (One had
to write something on this subject, it was & "sin of my youth" so to speak
and one became more mature-in the course of the years) As he is anxious t?*
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'clarlfy his preaent position to the Jew1sh Questlon.‘“Today it- is my po;nt

fgystem could not hold its own in the long run, and that the time will come.
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of view, that every human being, every race; and every nation has a right t
live, and cannot be extinguished.’ :

His main reasons for his inner w1thdrawal away from the politiecal life
in the Party are thc following: 1. His intensified belief in the Catholic
Faith, which, he says, is closely connected with his marriage and his fam
ily life. His wife comes from & Catholic family and his 4 children (2 of
them Corporals in the Wehrmacht and reported killed or missing) were edu-
cated in Catholic Schools. and did not belong to any ‘Party Organizations.
2, The cruel treatment of polltloal opponents by the Regime; - He claims to
have made a statement about his position regardlng Concentration Camps,
during a session of the Bavarian "Staatsrat’ in 1935, E, states that he ha
said at that time, that he emphatically disagrees with the method of arrest-
ing and interning people w1thout a legal investigation and conviction by a
proper court, The Regime would have to be based on Justice and not on Power
if it wanted to be of any permanence. 3. The ROEHM case, which, he claims,
had opened his eyes to the injustice of thé System and its strong~arm-meﬂuﬁs

E. claims further to have realized at that time already, that the . '

where documentary evidence will have to be presented in order to prove what:
actually had happened and how it had happened®, :

"Opposition with any hope for success” seemed impossible to him, and he
resigned himself since 1935 "just to swim along', He became, as he further
says, a ‘‘family-man' and accepted the position of ""Secretary of State for
Tourism” which paid the enormous salary of RM 32,000 per annum, He feels
that it was "almost heroic'" that he, contrary to the other party leaders, !
did not purchase real estate, and was not chosen for the receipt of ”Presents{
from the TFuehrer, valued at RM 30,000, - He further states with a tertain :
pride, that he never received a picture of the Fuehrer, .
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"In consmderatlon of the now possible freedom of action', E.. thinks the
time has come which makes it imperative for him.to speak, He wants to talk.
and write, He has already thought about: the, subgects .on whlch he wants to
speak and write and presents the following list af subJects whlch he wants\f
to treat with the aid of documentary evldence.u :

List: | | ,
1938 After the “Anschluss' o6f ‘Austria Hitler feels that the "Ein—
igungskrieg'" will be neceséary,w Numerous statements made |
while travelllng through the country. y
1938 Hitler's statements - some of them rather malicious - about
Chamberlain, Daladler. etc. after the dinner given during
the Munich- Conference. o ‘ : 3 %
1929 Hitler's table converSatlons w1th Mitford about ‘the questlons @
of England's neutrallty in case of war and about the mngllsh Bt
mentality. . jﬂ
1939 Hitler's statements about the warnlng telegrams from Roosevelt‘
and his anxiety that Mussollnl might become intimidated,
1939 Hitler's anxiety about the medlatlng activity of hussolinl )
, and the Vatican in the Polish question., His opinions after
the Reichstag sessiong of Sept 1 and 26, 1939, '
1940 Hitler .and the v1smt of Nussollni to Munich in July 1940 after
. the French campaign, Against- the German interest in the
French question involving Italy. .
1941 - Hitler tells about his visits to Franco, Petain and hussolmnl SE

in Florence, April 1941,
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1941 Italy's attack on Greece and the Balkan campaign disturbs
fes Hitler's concept, Hitler and the Duce play hide-and-seek.
Neither trusts the other, - Many statements on this question in
Berlin and Munich,
19k Whitsun 1941 on the Obersalzberg. His fury over Hess.
1943 Hitler learns details about the situation in Italy. All in-
formation is false., He claims to be better-informed that the
correspondents. My own report after my visit in MNay, 1943,
1944 ‘Hitler about Mussolini after the last visit of the Duce on
. 22nd Aprll 1944, Hitler on Horthy and Hungqry. ‘
1935-194 Numerous descriptions of Hitler and Hlndenburg - His environ-.

ment and sources of lnformatlon - His motto "All or nothing' =
His path toward oecomlng ”Sem1—d1v1ne' and super~mllltarlst
etc, etc...

pree—

The statements made by Esser during the interrogation prove clearly that
he too, places the blame on the others, "I am a special case, you won't be-
lieve it, I am human while the others are monsters and patholosical cases,'
Concerning Hitler, he says: "Since 1938 Hitler is - almost -~ insane, After
the Anschluss with Austria succeeded there was no stopping for him any
longer., He wanted to create a powerful Germany which dominates the world.

It was impossible to tell him about unpleasant things. - He had lost all sense.
for reality. I saw him last on July 13 in Berchtesgaden, He had heard that
I had been in Munich during an air attack, and he wanted me to report about |
it, I told him what I had w1tnessed, and said that I feared that the Munich
" population would simply not tolerate a repetltlon of such raids. They could
not stand it. He interrupted me, shouted at me, and said: "You need not :
concern yourself with that, I shall see to it that things will change before
long." The report on the great air raid had lasted less than 5 minutes.
Hitler is fully responsible for everything that happend inside Germany ‘and g
abroad, In an important “"Reichstag' speech he accepted responsibility over.
the life and death of every single German, and had declared that nothing
happened without his knowledge and without.his approval. From then on execu-
tions took place on the basis of Fuehrer decrees no one had ever laid eyes
upon. Were I to appear as witness before a court I could not find a smngle
extenuating circumstance to offer in his defense.,” E. further states that
the personal physician of Hitler, Dr, Morel, came to E, during the night of .
April 22nd-23rd. He told him that he had just arrived from Berlin by plane‘”
.and Hltler .had discharged him with the explanation that he no longer requlreq
“his servmces. Out of gratitude for his services, Hitler had permltted him t%
leave Bérlin and‘to go to a place ‘'which ‘would offer shelter. (Morel 1s sald
to have: gone to Karynthia ' (Kaernten) afterwards) S
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About Goering: Goering's case is dlfferent A man who knows how to'
"think clearly. ‘He possessed a tremendous urge for good living and property.
On the basis of his position he must be considered one of the men .who have '
- to bear the main responsibility., He must have known what. went on in the

~. concentration camps, He was the first Chief of the Gestapo and Hlmmler s
.right-hand ‘man for quite some -time,

Gauleiter Giesler: A Bormann-Creature"
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. Ritter von Epp. " A fatherly friend to me, a very noble and educated
_ man, who only kept on carrying out his functlons out of a soldierly sense of
duty He was in the same p051t10n as 1.7 | ‘

Question of War-Guilt: “The war has been brought about by the respon—é‘
sible leaders of Germany. But is is self-evident that the entire Nation' = -
rmuet make reparation. I too, am willing to do my share, and, together with/
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my children do all the work which is demanded of us. But furthermore it iéf‘

my point of view that hundred of leading German National-Socialists, SA -
¢ and SS-~leaders ought to be sentenced to death by a German People's Court

Note: The interrogators think it worthwhile to give Esser an opportun=
ity to carry out his intentions of writing his memoirs for which job he
required four weeks' time, as well as the documents which are to be found
at his home in Tangkirchen,

~Captain Hans Wallenberg, P¥B 7th Army
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; , “Ernst Langonglorf, PUB 7th Army
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